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j\*VER did- monarch come to the throne of 
England with a greater variety of favourable con- 
currences than Charles I* He found A n , 
himfetf poffeffed of a peaceful and AM x ° 2 f* 
flourishing kingdom , his right undifputed by rival 
claimants , . Arengthened by an alliance with one 
of the moft powerful monarchs that ever reigned 
in France, whofe fifter he had married; and, to 
add to all this., loved by his fubje&s, whom he 
bad won by his virtues and addrefs. 

However, this was but a flattering profped : the 
ipirit of liberty was roufed, and it was refolved to 
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4 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND; 

oppofe the ancient claims of monarchs , who ufurped 
their power in times of ignorance or danger 4 altno* 
they had confirmed it by laws , and continued^ by- 
long prefcription. Charles had been , from his in- 
fancy, taught to confider the royal privileges as facred 
pledges , which it was his duty to defend : his father 
had implanted the do&rines of hereditary and inde- 
feafible right early upon his mind. James only do- 
fended theft: dpdrines by words, and it was foon the 
fate of Charles to affert them by a&ion. It is the 
duty of every fpvereign to confider the genius and 
difpofi tion of his people, as a father does that of his 
children , and to adapt his government to each con* 
jun&ure. Charles miftook that genius : he wanted 
to govern a people who had , for fome time , learned 
to oe free , by maxims and precedents that had their 
origin in times of ignorance and flavery. 

He therefore began his reign with two of the moft 
difficult proje&s that could be conceived : the one to 
fuccour the proteftants in Germany agauift the em- 
peror and duke of Bavaria ; the other to keep the 
royal prerogatives entire, without a national {land- 
ing army. In order to effect thefe purpofes , the houfe 
of commons was to be managed ; who , as I have al- 
ready defcribed , from being the oppreifed parry t 
were now willing , in turn , to become oppreffors ; 
who 9 from a detection of popery , had now over- 
fliot the mark« and were become puritans, Hisfirft 
demand for the neceffary fupplies to carry on the 
war of the Palatinate , in Germany , though under- 
taken at their own requeft , was anfwered with a pe- 
titipn for punifhing papifts , and for an examination 
into jhe grievances of the nation. Buckingham , 
who had Oeen the late kingfs favourite , and who 
was ftill more carefled by the preferit monarch t did 
not £&ape their ^enfures , ib that , igftead of grant? 
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ing the fums requifxte , they employed the time lit 
vain difputations and complaints , till the feafon 
for profecutiiig the intended campaign was elapfed. 
The king * at length , wearied -with their delays f 
and offended At the contempt of his demands > 
thought proper to diflblve a parliament which he 
could not bring to feafon. In fad , the commons , 
at this time , complained of imaginary grievances ; 
but the time was approaching when their complaints 
were to be real. 

The minifters of the king had not yet forgot that 
kind of tax which was called a benevolence , and 
which had been often exafted from the fnbjeft in for- 
mer reigns. Charles thought to avail himfelf of this 
method of procuring money , but at the fame time 
coloured it over with a greater appearance of j oft ice 
than any of his predeceflbrs* He therefore determined 
to borrow money of fuch perfons as were beft able 
to lend , to whom , for this purpofe , he direded let- 
ters mentioning the fum. With this the people re- 
luctantly complied : it was , in fa& , a grievance , 
though authorifed by a thoufand precedents ; but no 
precedent can give fandion to injustice. With this 
money a fleet, was equipped and fent againft Spain , 
but it returned without procuring either glory or 
advantage. 

This ineflfe&ual expedition demanded to be repair- 
ed by a new fupply greater than what extorted loans 
could produce , and another parliament was called 
for, this purpofe. The new parliament, upon this 
eccafion, feemed even more reffa&ory than the 
former , and appeared more willing to make or to 
complain of grievances than to grant money ; but 
chiefly their refentment was dire&ed againft Buck- 
ingham , the royal favourite. Whenever the fnb- 
jects attack the royal prerogative, they begin with the 
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obnoxious, and the king more needy : another par- 
liament was therefore called , and a iupply demand- 
ed in the ufual form. The commons, in the firft 
Earliament , had b^gun with fiftitious grievances ; 
ut their refuting then to contribute the fupplies > 
jfoon introduced an a&ual abufe of power , and ren- 
dered the king unjuft 9 who , probably , only defir- 
ed to be eafy. He extorted, fupplies and impri foil- 
ed the refra&ory. The complaints of the com- 
mons were now real : their members had been im- 
prifoned ; loans had been extorted ; a tax upon mer- 
chandize , called tonnage and poundage , had been 
exafted without parliamentary authority ; and » laft 
of all , the duke of Buckingham was full fuffered to 
rule the councils of the king, and inflame every 
proceeding. In this fuuation they feemed , as ufnal^ 
refolved to grant no money till their grievances were 
redrefTed , and till the king had given a pofitive af- 
furance to maintain the liberty of the fubjeft. The 
king proofed bqth J and they voted him a liberal 
fupply, upon which they were prorogued , as was 
cuftomary. This frefh fupply enabled his majefty 
to make another attempt to relieve Rochelle , and 
the duke of Buckingham was again appointed to the 
command. Buckingham had ever behaved with fome 
liaughtinefs, as being fure of the king's protection : 
but his greater! fault feemed to be too large a /hare 
of power , which gave offence to every order. It is 
the aim of all malecontents in a Aate rather to bring 
the great down to their own level , than to exalt the 
inferior order to theirs ; and this might be a motive 
to the lords and commons for attempting to retrench 
Buckingham's power. The clamour raifed again fl 
him in the houfe was not loft among the people ; they 
re-echoed it from one to the other , and the duke 
had a^ million of foes only from .his feeming pro-. 
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IJpetity. Among this number was one John Felton % 
an Irishman , a lieutenant in the army. This man 
was naturally melancholy , courageous , and enthu- 
liaftic ; he felt for his* country , as if labouring under 
a calamity 'which he thought it in the power of his 
fingle arm ro remove : he refolved to kill the duke , 
and thus to do fervice both to God and man. Ani- 
mated with rhiflaken patriotism and gloomy zeal , he 
reached Portfmouth, where the duke was then fur- 
rounded with his levee , giving the neceflary orders 
to embark. Felton came up among the crowd , and 
/tabbed him with a long knife to the heart : the 
duke inftantly fell dead, and Felton j r\ ,& % 
walked compofedly away ; but his ' * 
hat bad fallen off while he was finking the blow , 
and this produced the difcovery. He difdained de- 
nying a murder in which he gloried , and averred 
that he looked upon the duke as an enemy to his 
country, and, as fuch, deferved to fuffer. We 
fhall fee through the courfe of this reign feveral in- 
stances of great virtues and enormous vices ; for 
the genius of England was at this time arrived to 
its htgheft pitch. ~ 

The expedition to RocheUe again returned with- 
out fuccefs, as if it had been ordered by fate that no* 
thing was to put the people in good humour. The 
conteft, therefore , between privilege and prerogative 
was now carried on with the fame acrimony as be- 
fore. Tonnage and poundage was exaded by the 
king as a right belonging to the crown , and refufed 
by the merchants as a tax that could only be granted 
by the people. The parliament was called to deter- 
mine the difpute; but inftead of difcufling that ar- 
gument, they entered upon difputes about religion. 
The hoi)fe was moftly compoied of puritans , and 
fach were for aboliihing epifcopacy , and persecuting 
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papiftV They were freed from Buckingham ; but 
there was another favourite whom they dreaded ftill 
riiore , Laud archbiihop of Canterbury, a great fa- 
vourer of the opinion of divine right , and firmly 
attached to the rites of the church as then eftablifh- 
ed. They feemed willing to allow the king no fa- 
vourite , and therefore loudly murmured againft this 
bifhop. Their indignation , however , was , for a 
while , called off to another objeft, which was con- 
sidered as a new aft of violence in the kingi His 
cuftom-houfe officers had feifed upon the goods «F 
one or two merchants who refufed to pay tonnage 
and poundage. The judges , in the former reign 
of James. I, had adjuged this tax to belong to the 
crown without content of parliament ; the former 
reign , therefore , had been the proper time for dis- 
puting the king's right ; but the commons had then 
not fo much power , or fuch a fpirit of refinance as 
now : they were now perfectly fenfible of their own 
flrength , and were refolved to fix the limits between 
the king and the people. They therefore boldly 
and warmly remonftrated againft the king's pro- 
ceeding ; and he , in return r imprifoned fourot the 
members, and diflblved the parliament. Thefe 
Were the califes which foon after overturned the 
4ate * and laid the throne in blood. 

LETTER XL 

A Monarchical government has ever been look- 
ed upon as beft , when wifely adminiftered. We 
are fo conftituted by nature , that fome are born to 
command , and others to obey. In a republic , 
How free foever , the people cannot govern them- 
felves , and the leaders muft be tyrants over their 
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cwii narrow circle of fubje&s. In a monarchy the 
governor is placed at a diftarice from the many , 
.as he is but one; in a republic the tyrants are near, 
becaufe they are many : in the former, the people 
are fubjeft to oppreffion from errors of will ; in the 
latter , they are haraffed by the rigours of the law* 
In a monarchy the rsdrefs of grievances is fpeedy ; 
in a republic, dilatory and uncertain : in the one, 
punifhmenrs are few; in the other , fevere and nu- 
merous , from the debility of the conftitution. 
- The prefent parliament feemed not fo intent upon 
abridging the king's power, as upon entirely abo- 
lifhing it : they were Calvinifts , and it is the fpirit 
of calvinifm to throw off the reftraints of royalty; 
The Englifh had lately feen this happily effe&ed in. 
Switzerland and Holland , and , influenced by fuch 
examples , feemed defirous of imitation. 

You have feen the king and the Englifh parlia- 
ment now almoft prepared for an open rupture; 
ftill 4 however , the commons kept within the bounds 
of humble remonftrance , and, while they refufed 
his majefty's demands , afked pardon for their delay. 
They had ftill a re(pe& for their monarch, which 
even their republican principles could not entirely 
efface; and, though they were willing to wound, 
yet they feared to ftrike an open blow. The Scotch 
foon fet them an example of refiftance : they had , in 
that kingdom , long embraced the Calvinirfical doc- 
trines ; and tho' they ftill had bifhops , thefe were 
reduced to poverty , and treated with contempt. 
James I attempted to exalt the bifhops , and to 
introduce the rites and the liturgy of the church of 
England among them , but died in the midft of his 
endeavours. Charles, therefore, was refolved to 
complete what his father had begun. This unne- 
ceflary and ill-judged attempt alienated the affec- 
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ji AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
tions of the, Scotch fubje£b. The fedirion parted 
from city to city ; the Calvinifts formed a league , 
as if all the laws , divine and human , were infring- 
ed ; while the defire , in the court party , of Support- 
ing their commands , and s in the people , of defend- 
ing their religion , foon excited , a&ually , in Scot* 
land , thofe dangers which in England were, as yet 
only apprehended. 

In fuch a fituation the king could only teprefs 
the preemption of his Scotch fubje&s by the affift* 
ance of thofe of England : but he had lately diflblv 
ed his parliament , and feemed no way difpofed to 
call another ; he had cut off the fources of every 
fupply in cafes of emergency, and fondly hoped he 
could govern merely by the terror of royalty. His 
favourites helped to confirm his errors; they were 
fond of arbitrary power , becaufe they ihared its in- 
dulgences ; the privy-council confidered itfelf as ab- 
folute ; the ftar-chamber > as it was called , feverely 
puniflied all who denied the prerogative royal ; the 
high commiffion court now turned to defending 
the papifts againft the puritans , whom they juftly 
feared, as tin&ured.with the fpirk of refinance ; 
the, very judges alfo, being chofen by the court 9 
were entirely devoted to the king : fo that all con- 
fpired to lift him above juftice , and induced him to 
call thofe parliaments no more , whofe maxims of go- 
vernment* he found diametrically oppoftte to his owm 
He was therefore refolved to fix upon other methods- 
of raiAng money ; methods , indeed , which were prac- 
ticed by his predeceflbrs, but at times when they had 
power to controul even juftice,. and force to compel 
their fubjefts to obey. Charles, in the midft of a 
civil war in Scotland , and the difcontents of hi s 

{>eopie at home , at a time when one half of hU 
ubjefo were preaching fedition, and the other hall 
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•were learning to defpife kings ; without army , 
and without treafures; refolved to reign with arbi* 
trary power. 

With the taxes which he levied without parlia- 
ments in England, he undertook to bring about the 
reformation in Scotland ; and therefore, began , as 
his parliament was now no more, to colled a tax 
upon the fubjeft called Ship-money. This is that 
famous tax which firft roufed a whole nation , after 
an unfettled constitution of more than a thoufand 
years , at length to fix and determine the bounds of 
their own freedom and the king's prerogative. . 

To give a fan&ion to the royal orders, this tax 
was backed by the opinion of all the judges, who 
voted it to be cuftomary and legal. Their opinion 
will , at once , ferve to explain the nature of this tax, 
and what they judged concerning it. It runs thus : 
We every man by himfelf \,and all of us together, have 
taken into ferious confederation the cafe and queftion 
concerning ship - money ; and it is our opinion , , that 
when the good and fafety of the kingdom in general 
is concerned , and the kingdom in danger , that your 
majefly may, by writ under the great feal of England , 
command all your fubje&s of this your kingdom , at 
their charge , to provide and furnish fuch number of ships 9 
with men , victuals , and ammunition ,• and for fuch 
time , as your majefly shall think fit for the defence and 
fafety of this kingdom from fuch danger and peril ; 
and that , by law , your majefly may compel the doing 
thereof \ in cafe of refufal or refratiorineft : and we are 
alfo of opinion , that in fuch cafe your majefly is the f oh 
judge both of the danger 9 and when and how the fame 
is to be prevented and avoided , &c. 

An order from the throne thus backed by the opi- 
nion of all the judges, it was thought, would be at 
once, complied with ; but the king was deceived; 



*4 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND," 
A private man of courage and integrity , one Johd 
Hampden , flood forth as a -champion for the people, 
and refufed to pay a tax not authorifed by parlia- 
ment. The fum at which he was rated amounted 
to but twenty {hillings , yet he refufed to contribute 
even this , and brought his caufe before the court of 
Exchequer. Never was a greater caufe argued in 
any court before. The judges , by their fentence , 
were to determine whether the nation , and their 
pofterity , were to be fubjeA to arbitrary power , 
jot to enjoy freedom. The judges determined in 
favour of fervitude ; Hampden was caft ; and this 
only ferved to increafe . the difcontents of the 
people. 

The difcontent and oppofition the king found 
among his Engltfh fubjefts, one would have thought, 
might ferve to reprefs his ardour for reformation in 
the religion of Scotland. Having publifhed an order 
for reading the liturgy in the principal church in 
Edinburgh , the people received it with clamours 
and imprecations : the court - party blamed their 
obflinacy , as the innovations were trifling ; but this 
was retorted againft themfelves with .flill greater 
force for labouring (o earneflly at the eftablifhmem 
of trifles. The fedition in that kingdom, which, had 
hitherto been fecret , was now kept concealed no 
longer ; rebellion had , as it were , fet up its flan- 
dard amoneft them. Yet ftill the king could not 
refolve to defift from his defign ; and fo prepoflefled 
was he in favour of royal right, that he thought 
the very name of a king would influence them to 
return to duty. He was foon undeceived ; the 
Scotch Calvinifts , whofe principles were repub- 
lican 4 entered into a covenant to fupprefs the 
rbifhops , and refift the king's authority. This 
^was judged an open declaration of . war , and 
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Charles fummoned the nobility of England, who 
held lands of the crown , to furnifli a . n £ • 
proper number of forces to fupprefs A * u *~™\b^ 
them. To add to his fupplies, he demanded, a 
voluntary contribution from the clergy, and , by 
means of his queen, the catholics alfo were preX 
ed for their afliftance. By thefe methods he found 
mmfetf at the head of an undifciplined and reluc- 
tant army, amounting to about twenty thoufand 
men y commanded by generals more willing to 
negotiate than to fight. However , his fuperiority 
or number gave him a manifeft advantage over the 
malecontents , who were not flow in marching to 
oppofe him. Charles bad inherited the peaceful 
dupofition pf his father : he was unwilling to come 
to extremities,, although a blow then ftruck with 
vigour might have prevented many of his fucceed- 
mg misfortunes. Inftead of fighting, he entered 
upon a treaty : a fufpenfion was concluded upon > 
and terms agreed to , that neither fide intended to ob- 
lerve. This fafpenfion, and dilbanding the armies i 
^as a fatal ftep to the king : the Scotch forces could 
he again munered at pleafure; the Englifh troops, 
not without time, difficulty, and expence. Of this 
the malecontents were fenfible, and the negotiations 
met with ohuru&ions , in proportion 4 as they were 
confident of their power. In short, after much 
ahercatidh , and many treaties figned and broken , 
both parties once more refolved upon a war. 

War being refolved on , the king now took every 
method to raife monqgr for maintaining it. Ship-money 
was levied as before ;Tome other arbitrary taxes werb 
exacted with great feverity ; but one method of in- 
creafing fupplies refle&s immortal honour upon thofc 
^bo granted them. His counfellors and fervams lent 
the king whatever Aims they could fpare, and difc 
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treffed their private fortunes to ferve the ftate. Land; 
archbifhop of Canterbury , and the marquis of Ha- 
milton , contributed very large fums ; but particular- 
ly Thomas Wentworth, earl of Strafford, gave his 
majefty twenty thoufand pounds. Wentworth was 
one of the great charadters that marked thofe cele- 
brated times. Upon his firft appearance in the ftate , 
he was foremott in oppofition to the crown; but, 
finding his confederates had mixed a fpirit of enthu- 
fiafm with their regards for liberty , he left their fide 
to take that of the king, which he fancied in 
greateft danger. He was brave , wife , and \pyz\ ; 
and followed the king from principle , yet without 
entirely approving, his condu& 

Thefe were the resources of the crown to prepare 
for a Scotch. war ; but they were flill inefficient, 
and there was but one method more to furnifh 
larger fupplies, namely, by calling a parliament. 

A D \6 o '* was novr e * even y ears fi nce Charles 
• ' 4 • h a d ca n e d an y. The^ ungovernable 
foirit of the laft had taught him to hate and to fear 
Ach an afiembly. His wants , however ,- at length 
induced him to conftrain hi$ indignation , and by 
the advice of his council he called another, the 
members of which were flill more turbulent than 
the former, us they now had ftill ftronger reafons 
for their di (content. The houfe of commons could 
not be induced to treat the Scotch , who were of 
the fame principles, and contended for the fame 
caufe , as their enemies. They looked upon them 
as friends and brothers, wh^ only rofe to teach 
them to defend their privileges. The king could 
reap no other fruits , therefore , from this affembly , 
but murmurings and complaints ; eyery method ne 
had taken to fupply himfelf with money was de- 
clared an abufe : tonnage and poundage , {hip* 
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inoney, thefale of monopolies, the billetting fol- 
diers upon the citizens , w$re all voted ftretches to 
arbitrary power. The ftar-charaber gave partial* 
lar offence , and , inftead of fubfidies , the houfe pre- 
sented' the king with. nothing but grievances. 
Charles once more dhTolved this parliament , and 
thus aggravated the difcon tents of the people. 

He had now made enemies o£ the Scotch nation , 
and of the commons of England; it remained to of- 
fend the city of London. Upon their refuting to lend 
him a fum of money to carry on the war , he fued 
them in the ilar-chamber for fome lands in Ireland , 
and made them pay a con fiderable fine. He conti- 
nued to exaft all the taxes againft which the parlia- 
ment had fo frequently remonftrated. Even had he 
been defpotic , fuch a conduct would have {hook him 
on the throne ; but , limited as he was , it ferved to 
complete his overthrow. He could expe& little 
aflfiftahce from England ; and the Scotch ienfible of 
their own power in that part of his dominions, led 
an army 01 twenty tbpufand.men as far as Newcaftle 
upon Tyne , in order to feife upon, or to dedirone , 
him* Having thus prepared his misfortunes, *. , 
he found himfelf again obliged to call that - ** 
parliament which completed his ruin. 

Inftead of granting money , this new parliament; 
as all the reft had done , began by demanding to have 
their grievances ,redreffed : they defired an abolition 
of the itar- chamber, exclaimed again ft arbitrary 
taxes , and particularly fhip-money; and, ii^flne, 
demandWl that a new parliament fhould be called 
every mree years. Charles was now obliged to 
grant thofe demands from neceflity, which in the , 
beginning of his reign he might have beftowed as a 
favour. He expefted to regain his authority by 
complying y but be was deceived ; nothing could fa* 
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tisfy the commons but the total abolition of hH 
power. He cxjpefied that his Englifh fubje&s would 
reprefs the iniolence of thofe of Scotland , but had 
the mortification to find the houfe of commons ap- 
prove their conduft , and repay their irruption with 
a reward of three hundred thoufand pounds. He 
hoped to reprefs the puritanical party in England , 
but found , to his furprife, almoft the whole houfe 
of commons of that perfuafion. He loved the earl 
of Strafford with tendernefs, and efteemed his wif- 
dom , and the houfe of commons confcious of his 
regards accufed the earl of high«treafon. When 
we attempt innovation , we feldom know how far 
our fchemes will extend at laft. This parliament 
began with redreffing grievances ; they proceeded 
to reform the ftate , and ended in totally deftroying 
the constitution. 

LETTER XLI. 

JN treating of a fubjeft in which almoft every 
Englishman is partial , it is no eafy matter to 
avoid falling into their errors : but I have laboured 
to view this part of our hiflory without receiving 
any bias from party; and our conftitution is now 
fufnciently eftablifhed , whatever we may think of 
this monarch's equity , or his fubje&s refoltition. 
Our laws , at prefent , differ both from what Charles 
endeavoured to maintain , and what his parliaments 
pretended to ena& : we now are all agreed , that un- 
limited power arrogated on one fide , and tumul- 
tuous freedom introduced on the other , are both in* 
tolerable ; yet 9 of the two , perhaps defpotifm is 
preferable. In a republic , the number of tyrants are 
uncomroulable , for they can fupport each other in 
epprefiion; in a monarchy , there is oneobjeft, who„ 
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if He offends /is eafily punifhable , becaufe he is but 
one. The oppreflrons of a monarch are generally ex- 
erted only in the narrow fphere round him : the op- 
prefiions of the governors of a republic , though not 
io flagrant, are more univerfal : the monarch is apt 
to commit great enormities , but they feldom reach 
the multitude at humble diftance from the throne ; 
the republican defpot ogprefTes the multitude that 
lie within the circle of ms influence, for he knows 
them : the monarch terrifies me with great evils , 
which I may never feel ' T the defpot actually loads 
me with fubmiflions, which I am con flan tly obliged 
to fuflain ; and 3 in my opinion , it is much better to 
he in danger of having my head chopped off with . 
an ax once in my life , than to have my leg galled 
with a continual fetter. 

Whatever were the reafonings of the king upon 
this fubjeft , it is certain his actions were intended 
for the benefit of his fubjefts; but he continued to 
rule them upon the maxims of former princes , at a 
time when the principles of the fubje&s were totally 
changed. The houfe of cpmmons feemed now to 
have thrown offallfubordination ; they not only ar- 
raigned and attainted almoft all the king's minifters, 
particularly Laud, Strafford, Finch, and Winde- 
banck , but pafled an aft to make that parliament 
continual , until all grievances fhould be redreffed. 
The king complied with every meafure , yet all his 
compliance only ferved to increafe their demands. 
The earl of Strafford firft fell a viftim to their po- 
pular fury : the commons exhibttid an accufation of 
twenty-eight articles againft him ; the fubftance of 
which was , That he had attempted to extend the 
king's authority at home , and had been guilty of 
feveral exa&ions in Ireland. Thefe received the 
name cf high-treafon , and the people without der 
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manned juflice. T he managers for the houfc of 
commons pleaded with vehemence againft him 
at the bar of the houfe of lords , who were bis 
judges: they infifted » that, though each article 
feparately did npt\amount to a proof, yet the 
"whole taken together carried conviction. This is 
a method of arguing frequently ufed in the English 
court of juftice, even to this day; and, perhaps, 
none can be more erroneous : for almoft every falfe- 
hood may thus, be defended by a multiplicity of 
'weak reafbns. In this tumult of" aggravation . and 
clamour , the eafl himfelf , whofe parts and wtdom 
had long been refpe&ed and acknowledged-, flood 
unmoved. He defended his innocence with all the 
prefence of mind, judgment + and temper, that could 
be expe&ed fr.6m innocence and ability. His little 
children were placed near him , as he was thus de- 
* fending his own caufe , and that of his mafter : after 
he had , in a long and eloquent fpeech , delivered 
extempore , confuted the accufation of his enemies , 
he xhus drew to a conclufion : But , my Lords , I 
have troubled you too long , longer than I should have 
done ; but for the fake ofthofe dear pledges a faint in 
heaven has left me— Upon this he paufed , dropped 
a tear , looked upon his children , and then proceeded 
*—What 1 forfeit for my (elf \ is a trifle ; that my indif- 
cniions should reach my poflenty , wounds me to the heart. 
Pardon my infirmity. — Something I should have added , 
but am not able ; therefore , let it pafs. — And now , my 
Lords , for myfelf % I have long been taught , that the 
afflicTions of this life are overpaid by that eternal weight 
of glory which awaits the innocent; and fo , my Lords , 
even Jo , with the utmoft tranquillity , 1 fubmit myfelfto 
your judgment. Whether that judgment be life or death , 
Te Deum laudamus. His eloquence and inno- 
cence teemed to influence his judges , the king him- 
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[elf went to the houfe of lords, and fpoke in his de- 
fence; but the fpirit of the people was excited, and 
nothing but his blood' would give them fatisfa&ioiu 
He way condemned by both houfes, and nothing 
now remained but for the king to give his confent 
t© the bill of attainder. But his confent feemed of 
little confequence; the limits of royalty were long 
fince broken down , and imminent dangers might at- 
tend his refufal. While he continued in this agi-'* 
tation of mind , not knowing how to behave , he 
received a letter from ^the unfortunate nobleman 
himfejf , defiring that his life might be made the fa- 
crifice of a mutual agreement between the king and ' 
the people; adding, that to a willing mind there, 
could be no injury. This noble inftance of eene- 
rofiry was b$e, ill repaid ; the king was periuaded 
to give his confent ; he iigned the fatal A n , 
Ml ; Strafford was beheaded, and A/ * l6 * u 
this taught' his fubjefts foon after to fpill blood 
that was flill more precious. v 

The whole kingdom now feemed to be in a fer- 
ment : all the petitions of parliament , which were 
in reality calculated to abafe the king , were , not- 
withstanding , drawn up with the moft feeming affec- 
tion and "obedience ; they were conftantly complain- 
ing in each of thefe of their fears for the church , at 
the very time that they were themfelves labouring 
its overthrow. Faction ran high. In the king's 
party there was an ill projected and worfe conducted' 
defign of keeping the prerogative as much untouch-, 
ed as ever it had been in the reigns of the mofl 
fortunate and formidable monarchs ; in the oppo- 
fite party , a fixed refolution of turning the ftate into 
a republic, and changing the government of thq 
^hurch into that of preftytery. 
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In the midft of thefe troubles, the papifts of Ire- 
land fancied they found a convenient opportunity of 
throwing off the Englilh yoke. Religion and liberty 
often inipire the moft atrocious aftions ; and they 
did fo now. The papifts took a refolution , of which 
we find many horrid examples in hiftory. They at- 
tempted to cut off all the proteftants in that king- 
dom at one blow. Not Je& than forty thoufand per- 
sons fell a facrifice upon this occafion. In fuch a 
'number of murders , cruelty put on a thoufand dif- 
ferent ihapes ; rapes , burnings , and tortures , were 
pra&ifed in every part of that miferable ifland ; and 
^11 the proteftants perifhed who had not the good 
fortune to make early provifion for their fafety. 
Such was the ftate of Ireland then , and fuch was 
England fhortly to be. The parliament took this 
opportunity to blacken the king, as if he had given 
fan&ion to the papifts, and encouraged their bar- 
barous defign : he vindicated himfelf with a zeal 
that nothing but innocence could infpire ; and tried 
every method of aflifting his proteftant fubje&s of 
Ireland, He even demanded fuccours from the 
parliament of Scotland to relieve the Iriih protef- 
tants ; but they remitted him to the parliament of 
England, as Ireland lay more immediately tinder 
their prote&ion. The Englijh houfe of commons 
lent but feeble fuccours to a people they pretended 
to deplore , and gave it as a pretext that the govern- 
ment at home was in danger. 

The parliament now proceeded to what they long 
lahoured at , to eftablifh a republic , and deftroy the 
rites of the church of England. . They fignified to 
the king , that it was fit to have a privy-council only 
of their appointing. Three members of the houfe 
of commons prefented this requeft on their knees. 
The king was pleafed to grant all* Oliver Crom- 
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well , who was then in the houfe of commons , was 
heard to declare , that if this requeft was reje&cd 9 
he would fell his eftate, which was then but fmall , 
and retire out of the kingdom. 

Hitherto it is probable , both fides were actuated 
rather by principal than ambition. The bifhops 
had Hitherto adhered clofely to the- king; they were 
not only expelled the houfe of lords , but, upon re- 
monftrating againd this unconditional meafure , 
were ace u led by the houfe of commons of high- 
treafon, and ten of them fent to the Tower. This 
fpirit of epidemic .rage was not confined to both 
houfes of parliament alone ; the populace daily fur- 
rounded the place of fitting, and , with tumultuous 
cries , demanded juftiqe. The apprentices, the com- 
mon-council , and the citizens of London y were fore* 
moft in this druggie for liberty , as they thought it» 
However , their principals were fincere ; for the 
motives of a mob > though often wrong , are always 
honed. In this coated, the prelbyterians and car- 
dinal Richelieu of France were ever intriguing : 
both defired a civil war , the one willing to deprefc 
the great, the other to humble the kingdom. 

In this decline of the royal authority 3 the king 
was perfuaded to take another depthat was fatal to 
his intereds. By the advice of lord Digby , one of 
his miniders , he went himfeif to the houfe of com- 
mons , and accufed five of its members of high-trea- 
fon. Thefe were the leading members of the houfe * 
whom he thus ventured to call in quedion ; namely , 
lord Kimbolton , Mr. Hollis, Sir Arthur Haderig, 
Mr. Pym, Mr* Hampden, and Mr. Strode. He fat, 
for fome time , in the fpeaker's chair , to fee if the ac- 
cufed were prefent ; but they had efcaped a few mi- 
nutes before his entry, ana the houfe of commons 
jK& refolved to fupport the caufe, Difappointed, pert 
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plexed , not knowing whom to rely on , the king went 
next to the common-council of the city , and made 
his complaint to them : the common-council only 
anfwered by aggravating his former fflifconduft. 
From thence he went to Windfor , were , reflecting 
upon the rafhnefs of his former proceeding , he wrote 
to the parliament , informing them , that he defiJUd 
from his proceedings again/1 the accused numbers , and 
ajfuring the parliament , that upon all occafions ht 
would be as careful of their privileges as of his life or 
of his crown. His violence ( as a fine writer re- 
marks ) had firft rendered him hateful to his com- 
mons , and his fubmiflion now contemptible. 

The commons had already dripped the king of 
almoft all his privileges ; the power of appointing go- 
vernors, generals , and levying armies, (till remained : 
they therefore proceeded to petition, that the 
Tower might be put into their hands; that Hull, 
Portfmouth , and the fleet , fhould be commanded by 
perfons of their chufing. Thefe requeft were , at 
firft contested, and then complied with. At laft the 
commons defired to have a militia raifed , and go- 
verned by fuch officers and commanders as they 
fhould nominate, under pretext of fecuring them 
from the Irifh papifts , whom they affefted to be 
in dread of. This was depriving the king of even 
the fhadow of his former power ; but they had gone 
too far now to recede , and feared leaving him any 
power , as knowing themfelves the firft objects on 
which its vengeance might be exercifed. He was 
willing to grant the raifing a militia, but infifted up- 
ton appointing his commanders. The parliament de- 
lired to command it for an appointed time; but the 
Icing , at laft provoked to refentment , cried , that 
they' fhould not command it , no not for an hour* 
This peremptory refufal broke off all further 

treaty % 
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rcaty , and now both fides were refolved to have re- 
:ourfe to arms. 

Charles retired to York , and the queen went over 
to Holland , to raife money upon the crown jewels f 
and provide ammunition and forces. The parlia- 
ment in the mean time were not idle; they knew, 
their flrength and popularity * and publifhea propo- 
fals for bringing in money or plate for the defence of 
the kingdom. But, though each fide was prepared 
for war , yet they took every precaution to lay the; 
blame of the firft infraction of peace on each other. 
The king offered propofals to the commons, which 
he knew they would not accept ; and they , in re- 
turn , offered him nineteen proportions , which , if 
complied with , would have rendered him entirely 
fubfervient to their commands : their import was , 
that the privy council, the principal officers of ftate, 
the governors of the king's children , forts, caflles, 
fleet, armies , ihould be all appointed or governed by 
parliament ; that papifls ihould be puniihed by 
their authority ; that the church and liturgy ihould 
be reformed at their difcretion; and that fuch meow 
bers as had been difplaced for former offences ihould 
be refiored. Thefe propofals, which, if they had 
been accepted , would have moulded the government 
into an ariftocratical form , were , happily for poste- 
rity , rejected ; and the king and his parliament 
continued to reproach each other for a civil war ? of 
which both were afiually guilty. 

LETTER XLIU 

IN this, detail of public calamities you are not 
to ezpeft any great flrokes either .in politics or 
war -, each party was too fincere to give much at* 
Vol. II, 3 
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' t em\(m to any thing but the didates of paffion , efl- 
thufiafm , or zeal. The parliament wa$ convinced 
that it drew the fword in defence of liberty , and the 
king was equally ftedfaft in believing that he had 
the authority or heaven for oppofing their preten- 
tions : they therefore took the field with little 
condnft , and<courage alorre ih the troops generally 
decided the fortune of the day. 

The parliament , from ks o*n authority , confli- 
cted Sir John Hotham , a fitting member of the 
houfe of commons , governor of null. In this city 
there was- a large magazine of arms , ammunition , 
and provifions. The king, fenfible of the impor- 
tance of the place , was defirous of fecuring it to 
himfelf ; he therefore approached the gites with 
'A n *<a lnrfie hundred horfe, anddem anded 
«*. £/. 104*- 6ntraflce . Hotham ftill preferved fome 
appearance of refpeft to his fovereign , and on his 
Jmecs refuted to admit him. Duloyalty is ever ti- 
jfritd in the beginning. 

Manifestoes , on one fide and the other , were 
frow drfperfed through the whole kingdom , and the 
people were univerlally divided into two factions, 
that went by the name of Royalifts and Round- 
heads, The king ordered the nobility to attend 
fiis perfon ; h? procured the great feal from Lon- 
don , and erected his Aandard at Nottingham, 
Tlfe people in general feemed to have loft all 
refpect to his perfon and government : the lavs 
promulgated by parliament, without the fandion of 
the great feal , wet* obfervecl with dse obedience; 
and the royal flandard was fcarce followed by any, 
except a few militia. At length, however, with die 
fugcours furnrlhed by the queen, and thcprefentof 
the univerfity of Chtford and his clercy , ♦he rait 
$g an arjny pf a^Out fourteen thoufand men , com 
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tnandcd by prince Rupert, a naa of courage and 
fome experience. The parliament , which ^difpofed 
of the money of the nation, had one Aill more nu- 
inerous commanded by the earl of Effex, who fought 
from principle, and who only wifhed to bring the 
•kingtoreafon* * 

When die Icing advanced from Nottingham , and 
approached near Sbreir&ttry, he drew up his little 
army , and made them a fpeach : ipromife , faid he to 
the foldiers , in the prefence of Almighty God , and as 1 
hope for his bleffing and pmetihn 9 that I will ever de- 
fend the proteftant religion , and in that religion am re- 
folved to Dve nmd die* The laws of die land 9 and tke 
rights of my ftdyeets > sha&ever he the meafure of my 
government ; and y if heaven pro/per this little army s 
raiftd for thiir king*s defame, 1 pronife to rule by 
parliaments alone , and by every equitable admimftra* 
tion. When I fail in theft particulars f then let me be 
abandoned by men ; and in this refohition I hope for the 
affiftanee of all good men , and am confident of the pro* 
u&ionof Providence. 

Effex , on the other hand, was refolded to fer up 
hi* head-quartets at Worcefter, and await the king; 
where, 4h a few da^s, a JkirmMh enfued in favour of 
the foyattfe ; and the fettle of Edge - hSl , fought 
fofte thhe after , Teemed to confirm the kmg*sfupe- 
riorky. The <peen had brought him foldiers from 
HoltfftJli with ammunition and arms, and immedi- 
ately departed in order to farnifti more : yet ftill the 
parfiamefltwasnbtdifcouraged; their demands feertved 
to iticreafe in proportion to their loffes; and. as they 
w**re defeated in the field, they grew more naughty 
in the cabinet. They -eondetnfted for fcigh treafon 
iuch'gbvernors of towns as gave tip their fortreffes to 
the king ; xrhile he , on the contrary , offered new 
tcftas wpeacte spoil every adyantage. Bnt thongti 
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bis defire to fpare his fubjc&s was laudable , as a 
man , yet his long negotiations were faulty , as a 
warrior, and wafted that time in altercation and pro- 
2>ofal * which fhould have been employed in vigorous 
exertions in the field. Upon the. whole, bis firft 
campaign feemed to promife him fuccefs; his gene- 
rals were mofiMy victorious , and htsarmyfar fuperior 
to the .enemy in point of discipline. On the ode of 
the parliament , the great Hampden was {lain in the 
tattle of Chaldgrave field; ana on the other hand, 
on the king's part , the eatyanc lord Faulkland was 
killed at the battle of Newbury. Thefe were the 
two greateit , braved and wiCsft.men of their time y 
who thus fell , as if , by the kindnefs of Providence, 
to prevent their feeing the miferies and the daugh- 
ter in which their country was : fhortly to be in- 
jrplveiL 

Hampden was the perfon who had refu fed paying 

^hip-money, and withftood the power of the crown ; 

. his inflexible integrity gained him the, efteem even 

(ofhis enemies , and his humanity and benevolence , 

the affefUon of all that knew him mom intimately. 

But Faulkland was ftili a greater ch?rafter than 
lie. He added to Hampcten's fevere principles all 
the politenefs and elegance then known In Europe. 
He had withftood the king , while he few him mak- 
ing an ill ufe ofhis power ; but , : when he perceived 
the defign of the parliament to change rejigipn 9 he 
changed his fide , and ftedfaftly attached hirofejf to 
the crown. From the beginning of the civil war , 
fds natural ckearfulnefs and, vivacity gtew clouded , 
/and he 1 became Cad, pale; and negligent of his per- 
. fop. Thp morning, pf &e ,hatt|e it *ras,feen fee deflred 
to oofi, and he prpfeffed tjiat the rniferie^.qf his 
country had already almpft broken his heart. . He 
pd&d t tim fie wa> iflpafjr p/ fhe fim^and ftoulj} , 
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tea vc them before night* He was (hot with a mur* 
quet in the belly , ami his body was the next morn" 
in g found among an heap offlain; His writings, his* 
juttice, and his courage, deferved fuch a death of 
glory; and they found it. If there be happinefs int 
death , it ffluft be in fuch an end , falling in battle 
for our king and principles. 
. Each battle ferved pnly to weaken the royal party , 
and to unite the parliament more ftrongly together J 
the king and his. followers were held together only 
by focafer motives; the parliament had long been 
actuated hy one fiill flronger ^ that of religion: this 
had hitherto beeri the fecret fpring of all their com- 
motions ,' and now they fairly threw by the maflc , 
united themselves to the church of Scotland , and 
ftgned the folemn league and covenant, which efta- 
bmhed puritanifm , and laid the foundation of a new 
republic. The king, to oppofe the defighs of the 
Wedminfter parliament , called one A rv\c 
at Oxford t where ir aflciabkd; and A% Ui l64 * 
England now faw , what it had never before feen 9 \ 
two parliaments fitting at one and the lame time- 
From this partial parliament he received fome fup-' • 
plies ; after rthich it was prorogued i and n^er af~ 
ter convened. The war went on with its ufual 
fury , and' fkirmiihes on both fides were frequent T > 
which ferved to defolate the kingdom without de- 
ciding vi&ory. Each county joined that fide to 
which it was addided from motives of convi&ion^ 
intereft v orLfeac ; while fome obferved a perfect neu- 
tralityv {Several frequently petitioned for peace i 
the wife and the good were moft earneft in this- cry ; 
but what particularly deferved remark was , the at- 
t?mpt pf the women of London , who , to the num- 
ber <ff two or three thoufimd, went in a body to the 
iouft of commons,, cawftly demanding a peace; 
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Give us theft trukors , Aid they f * that art aptinfi 
peace ; give them , that we may tear them in pieces. 
The guards found fome difficulty tn Quelling this 
infurreftion , and one or two women loft their lives 
in the fray. 

It h both: tedious and unimproving to defcribe all 
the combats , the battles, the fkirmifhes , that every 
day patted on either fide ; what towns were befieged 
and taken*, how many killed in fight, or what num- 
bers died by the hands- of the executioner : every 
civil war prefents the fame piftnreto the imagina- 
tion ; and this was aggravated with all the naileries 
of rage, refentment, and defpair. All were from 
principle carncftly employed in deftrbying the conili- 
tutton. There were few of thbfe refined underiland- 
ings , who, difengaged from the prejudices of party , 
improved the univerfal prejudice of the time to ac- 
quire dominion^ for thentfelves - % all were fermafly, 
earneflly f and blindly engaged in the favourite pur- 
fuit. The genius of the tames was great, but irre- 
gular. »» : • 

Among the number who moft feverely felt the in* 
dignation of the commons , .was the famous WiHiam 
Laud, archbifhop of Canterbury. He had been im- 
prifoned in die Tower ait the* time when nine more 
of the bifhops were fent rfcere for remordbaring to 
the lords agpinft the Severity of the lower houfe. 
"When Ike was broughr to the bar, in order to moke 
his defence ^ he fpoke feveral hours with that coct* 
rage which is the refult of innbcenceandimcftrity. 
The lords , his judges , w*re witting to acquit^im - 
but the commons were determined^ upon his death , 
and over- ruled all remonftrances made in his favour. 
When brought to the fcaffblti , this noble'divipe , 
without any apparent terror , mod* the peoptea-b>ag 
fptechv He told them ^.u-That hethtt&emmmtdihi* 
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ci Tiean , and thanked God that he found no jios 
cc there which deferved the death he was going tp 
a fuller. The king had been traduced by fonae , as 
u labouring to introduce popery ; but that he ber 
ic lieved him as found a ptoteftant as any man irj 
« the kingdom : and as for parliaments, though he 
<4 difliked the conduct of one or two, yet he-nevei* 
« designed to change the laws of the country * of 
cc the proteftant religion ». After he had prayed for 
a fhort fpace , the executioner did his office at one 
blow, This man feemed born to a better fate and 
better times; but all diftin&ions of right and wrong 
were now loft in mutual animofity ;~and in general 
the beft characters on both (ides were thofe who fell 
vi&ims to civil fury. He was learned, upright, and 
fin cere; humble in his private deportment , but at- 
tached to trifling ceremonies, ana ready to lofehi* 
life rather than give them up. 

The liturgy was , by a public aft , aboIUhed the 
day he dieq, as if he had been the only obflacle to 
its formal removal. The church of England was 
rendered completely prefcyterian , to the great fatit 
faction of the Scots, and numbers of the citizens of 
London, An ordinance was eftabliihed , by which 
there flaoukj be one day in every week appointed as a 
faft , and tha money which was thus (pared to the 
family, was to be paid in fupport of the common 
caufe. Thus {lengthened, the parliament feemed 
capable of carrying on their defigns in an arbitrary 
manner"; they had the Scots to affift them ; they, 
ptofefled only one religion, and were united by the 
bonds of mutual danger. However , from the mo* 
ment they came all to be ranked under the denomi- 
nation oipfdby terians they again began to fepaxatc 
into netw-parties ,as if drvwons were neceffary to the 
CJuftcnce of this parliament ; one part of the houic 
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were prefbyterians , ftriftly fo called ; the other Ifi : 
'dependents, a new feft that had lately been intro- 
duced i and gained ground furprifingly. The differ- 
ence between thefe two fefts would hardly be worth 
mentioning , did not their religious opinions influ- 
ence their political condud. The church of Eng- 
land , which was now totally abolifhed , had ap- 
pointed bifhops and a book of common prayer ; the 
prefbyterians exclaimed againft both ; they were for 
Slaving the chnrch governed by clergymen elected by 
the people. The independents went ftill farther , and 
excluded all clergy : they maintained that every man 
might pray in public, exhort his audience, and ex- 
plain the icriptures ; but their chief difference lay in 
acknowledging no fubordination in fecular employ- 
ments , ana attempting to maintain an ideal equa- 
lity , in which they juftly obferved that every man 
was born. "Were luch a plan of government prac- 
ticable , it would no doubt be the moft happy : but 
the wife arid powerful mufl ever govern over igno- 
rance and debility; and the bad fuccefs of their 
fchemes, foon after carried into execution , fhewed 
how ill adapted they were to human infirmity. 
Pofleffed , however , with an high opinion of their 
fpeculafive fcheme , they behaved with that morofe 
and fuilen carriage which is ever the refult of 
narrow manners and folitary thinking. They 
fecretly laboured the abafement of the prefbyteri- 
ans, yet joined rhem in their efforts to deprefs the 
ting. 

Charles , now perceiving the parliament of Eng- 
land and Scotland united againft him , and fearing to 
fall under their united efforts, thought proper to make 
a truce with the papifts of Ireland , in order to bring 
over the Erjglifh troops who fervedin that kingdom. 
Tfy this means, he not only had many of the Engti/b 
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troops, that ferved there, but alfo feveral of the native 
Iriih ,' who came to increafe his army. It was then 
the parliament complained with truth of his employ- 
ing, papifts in his fervice 9 andftill farfher extended 
their reproach , by faying that he encouraged them to 
rebel. *hefe trooos , however , $nly ferved ta pro- 
(jure tjie hatred 01 his fub)e£s without flrengthening 
bis atipy/Ttyy were totally routed j n , 
by Fakfax , one of the generals of the *' u% lt *f m 
parliament army , and Slaughtered without mercy af- 
ter fnbmiuion. It was faid , that feveral Irifh wo* 
men were found among the flaia , who with long, 
knives did. conuderable execution; but the animofi-? 
ty of the EngUfh againft thofe wretches * at that 
time, might have given rife to the calumny. 

Qne misfortune now teemed to follow clofe upon 
another : ptiq^e Rupert , who bad long fu&uoed 
the honour of the royalarms , was defeated at York 9 
and his army difoerfed, by Fairfax. Charles had re- 
tired to Oxford $. Ins prefent danger excited hi* 
friends to new efforts *, he levied new forces r and 
had .fome flight fuccefi, <But this appearance of 
good fortune did not continue* His army was tur- 
bulent and teditaous : that of the parliament every 
day improved in discipline, and obeyed from, prin- 
ciple* * Among pthet innances of this nature was 
that afi called the felf-denying ordinana , by which 
it wa9 refolved r that no member of the honfe of 
cominons fliould have a command in the army. 
The reafons affigned for this were fpecious , and 
perhaps fincpre*. It was done to prevent die par- 
liament's wishing .for the continuance of the war , 
in order to enjoy a .continuing fhare of authority* 
"The farmer, generals were therefore changed 5 the 
carls of Effex , Denbigh, and Manchefler r gave up 
xjieir commifiions<; and Fairfax,^, with the affifiascc 
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of Cromwell, new-modelled the army without any 
oppofmon. 

It was the general opinion , that this new- altera- 
tion would enfeeble the parliament army ! but the 
event proved otherwUe ; thfcy were , after this , every 
where victorious. Both armies met near Nafeby. 
The king, who commanded the main body of Us 
own troops , (hewed himfetf upon this occasion a 
courageous general , encouraging his fbldiers where 
giving way , and rallying them in petfon when bro- 
ken. The enehiy , however , was v&orious ; where- 
ever Cromwell fought he brought conqueft and ter- 
ror , and the defeat of the royal army was princi- 
pally owing to him. This fatal blow the king 
could never after recover; All his infantry were 
fo Scattered, that the enemy todk.as marly prifbners 
as fhcy plfeafed ; his baggage , and the cabiiter in 
which his mefiV fecret papers were contained , fell 
into the hands of his partners ; and yet , after all, 
there were not above fix hundred men flaitt upon 
the field of battle. 

» It was about this rime thar CroroweUV courage 
and genius began to appear. He had hitherrd been 
only a turbulent fpeakcr in the hbufe of com- 
mons , and the leader of a regiment in the army ; but 
be now discovered talents greater than his employ- 
ments, and his preterit fucceft opened to hhn the 
profpeds of ambition which he never after loft fight 
of. Hiftorians feldom diftinguifh properly iif the 
changes to be found in the fame cbarafter. It is pro- 
bable Cromwell began to aft in the ftate with prtn- 
eiples-of conviftion and fincerity ; but ; new occur- 
rences arifing , his foul was not proof to the allure- 
ments of fortune ; he gave way to lier fedncirig call. 
Had h* been on the oppreffed fide , he might have 
itfplayed furprifing inflanccs of confhncy and in~ 
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tejjity; but, happening to be vi&orious* ht be- 
came a tyrant and ufurper , and bathed his country; 
with royal blood. 

_ Cromwell was poffeflcd of apparent humility and 
internal pride. This is juft the character which Ma T 
chiavel defcribes for a fucce&ul ufurper., He was 
originally the Ton of a private gentlemen of a mode' 
rate fortune , who had fome years before attempted 
leaving the kingdom upon a principle of religion* 
but was prevented by the king. This religious de-> 
portment Cromwell ever inviolably preserved : it fer 
cured him an afccudency in the home of commons m 
where the majority were entbufiafts $ h gained bun; 
the afTedfon* of Fairfax the general » who was cou- 
rageous , ignorant , and finoere J it ac<|uired him the> 
love of the army , where his prefeoce was co**t&k i 
and he alone was permitted to unite the military ao4 
civil emptaymemsinhisperfon; for he had * tea* it* 
the heufe while he was a colonel in the field. Bui 
he was ftiU refotvtd farther to ftreng then his imev 
refts by attaching the independent privately to hi* 
fide; they tnereaied io numbers and power by hi* 
means f end he, in remr*, found them refolute and 
perfoveriag friends 

The battle of JWtby feemed fetal to the interefl* 
of die king ; and Fairfex and Cromwell availed 
themielves of the circumftaoees that offered. Every, . 
city that they appeared before capitulated. The 
young prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II, par* 
tkspated in the misfortunes of ho fethcr, and fled 
to the ifland of Scilly. The king drew the fbatter- 
^ ed remains of his army into Oxford 9 and once more . 
demanded peace; but, if he could not obtain it hi 
the profperous ftate of his affairs , it was not likely 
that he could now fucceed ittjiis defires after a de- 
feat. The boufe of common* iofuited hi* mbfor-r 
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tunes. His letters to the queen were published; 
with thofe ill-natured remarks and railleries which 
none but the vicious are capable of making. To 
be at once merry and malicious is the Sign of a cor- 
rupt heart and understanding. 

The king , after having taken every meafure that 
he thought could procure peace, without effect , now 
law himfelf fhut up in Oxford , a place almoft with- 
out any fortifications , and every day in danger of 
filling into the power of a fierce and exasperated 
party. In fuch a Situation he therefore was obliged 
to chufe the leaft of two evils, and to deliver himfelf 
up to the Scots army , rather than the EngKfh , as 
he expected to find left animoSity m the former. The 
Scots officers had made him fome general promifes, 
grounded, probably, upon the hopes of his compli- 
ance with every requeft they fhould make. He lent 
them word of his intention to come to their army; 
and they promifed to receive him , and provide for 
his Safety. Upon this precarious affurance * thte king 
left Oxford , and , travelling through by-ways and 
obfcure places , arrived at the Sodts army in nine 

7 t a <feys. From that moment he ceaf- 

Jan.10, 1646. ed ' to be ffee :Tlle . Sa>fs ^ m 

to negotiate with the English army, carried their 
royal prifoner about from One place to another , and , 
at length , upon consideration of being paid the ar- 
rears due for their fervice In England, which amount* 
ed to two hundred thoufand pound* , they delivered 
up their king, and returnea home iaderr with t^e 
reproaches of alt good men, and the internal cort- 
virion of their own bafenefs. From this period ta 
the ufofp&tion of Cromwell , the constitution was 
convnlfed whh all the diStra£Kons of guilt and parry. 
When the kingly power was abolished , the par- 
liament th« took ug % authority; but they were 
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toon to lay it down in turn , and fubmit to a mHi«* 
tary democracy ; a new form of government , which > 
like all other democracies, was turbulent, feeble t 
and bloody* 

LETTER XLIIL , 

JL he civil war was now over, and the armyf 
of Scotland, being paid the reward of perfidy, re- 
turned to its country. The parliament had now no 
enemy to .fear * except thofe very troops which had 
fought their battles with fnccefs. You have already 
been informed, that this army, by a political 
ftroke of Cromwell , was rendered' independent of 
the parliament , and all its generals diiabled front 
String there.' The commons therefore were* now 
willing to get rid of it as foon a£ poflible , well know- 
ing, that , if the army continued, inftead of receiving 
laws , it would preiume to di&ate : they therefore 
palled a vote , by which it was ordained ,ihat a parr 
of it fhould be di&anded , and another part of m 
fent over to Ireland.- It may eafily be imagined 
that - Cromwell would not fuffer this. Now was: 
the crifis of his greatnefs , and be feifed the oppor- 
tunity : he formed a council of officers^ andf ano~ 
ther of common foldiers, called Agitators, whor 
were appointed to enquire into the grievances of the 
army , and lay them before the parliament. The 
very feme conduft which had formerly palled be* 
t ween die parliament and king , was now put in- 
praAtce between the army and oarliament. As. 
the commons granted every requeft , the army rofe 
in their demands : thofe accufed the army of mu- 
tiny and fedttioa , and thefe retorted the accufatioa $ 
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by alledging a manifeft defigp ia the parliament 
to rule alone. 

The king had been confined , fince he came into 
fee power of the Englifh , at Holmby-caftle : die 
army were refolved to be poffeffed of his perfoo, and 
ttht one Joyce , a cornet , who from a taylor was 
become an officer, to take the king by force, and 
bring him a prifoner to Newmarket. This com- 
fpiffion he executed with intrepidity and dtfjpatch. 
It was in vain that the commons, now without 

Jower", complained of this infolence ; the army , in- 
ead of bein£.awed by their menaces , marched to* 
wards London, and now, in turn, prefcribed laws 
to their employers. Cromwell, willing to give all 

Ss injjuflice the appearance of re&tade , caufed 
even members of the, honfe of commons to be ac* 
cufed. Thefe were the mofl powerful and leading 
fpeakers} which fo aftonifhed the members, that, 
willing to appeafe the army at anv rate , they writ 
to the general , that they were ready to receive any 
particular charge agaum tiaok as fell? under his dit 
pleafure. 

] This was an overture for peace ; but pre-eminence 
was what the army aimed at* Inflcad therefore of 
being pleafed at this copdefcenfion , the commander 
turned their acarfauoii into a general complaint, 
and tried every method to provoke a quarrel, which 
the others endeavoured to evade. The citizens of 
London , at length opened their eyes : they now 
faw the confiitution effectually deftroyed; they faw 
an oppreifive parliament now fubjected to a more 
oppref&ve army ; they perceived their relifpon abo- 
Ulhed , their king a captive , and the people expofed 
to the worft of flavery. 

: In this exigence the common-council affembled 
tfre militia of the city, the works were manned , and 
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3Lflia#jfefto pubiifhed % aggravating the hoftile inter*-** 
tions of the army. The honfe of commons was not 
left divided than the ftate r one part was for encou- 
raging the omens to proceed., while the reft r widfc 
the two fpeakers at their head , was for the army^ 
The ffigjueft divifions, in fueh * fituation , are (oot^ 
attended with violent confequences. Tfee commons' 
ftparated. The Speakers , with fixty-two members* 
quitted the houfe to feek protection from the army* 
while tkofe who remained behind gave orders, and 
©ftablifhed laws , as if they had power to enforce* 
obedience* 

Their, aflumed power , however > continued but » 
fhori time; s for the army* with the Speakers atthei* 
head j, fijon approached the city* Fear , therefore # 
compelled the cejpraofi-couiicil to concur in mea- 
f pre* which they tacitly, disapproved- They opened 
their gates to t heir gee crai, who, attended by the twcM 
fpeakers, and the reft of the members, repaired te* 
their refpe&ive habitations. . The parliament thus 
over-awed * gave up the command of the Tower to*. 
general Fairfax , and ordered him the thanks of both/ 
houfes for having dife^yed their commands. * 

It fliii remained to ditpofe of the king, who bad! x 
been- font priforier* t*> Hamfft<m-cc*m* [The tnde»? x 
pendents ,:0C the head tof ^9** *as< Cromwell, andi 
tbe^ preffiy tends*, 1* the nam* of either houfe*. 
treated fefaratery with him is private : he even fiaii 
hopes that in, thefe ftntggles far power he might be 
choien mediator in the d&irte* and expe&ed that 
the flat* , at toft , fenfihle ot the miferies of anarchy; - 
like a toward chtkl>heihed^ by irk Own impoxtunt- ' 
ties ., wumkh fettle under its former tranquil conftw . 
tgcionu But b* was &*m undeceived vihen he found 
the army and the generals matters in the cUfpute ; and > 
when, as he had hitherto been ufed with fome de? 
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«ree of refpeft , upon their prevailing , he faw frim* 
ielf treated with very little deference or. conftdera- 
tion. He therefore refoived to feek fafety by flight , 
atad attended by two of his courtiers , fled from his 
confinement, and travelled on horfeback all night to 
the fea-fide, in order to embark for France i leaving 
behind him a letter to both houfes of parliament* 
His ufual fortunes , however, ftiil attended him here ; 
no fhip was in readinefs at the place appointed, and 
he had no other method left, but to truft to the ge- 
nerofity of the governor of the ifle of Wight for 
protection. Colonel Hammond was then in that 
command ; a creature of Cromwell , who had been 
placed there by the intereftof John Hampden , whom 
we have feen fuch an oppofer of the king. His- ma* 
jefty's attendants , whole names were Aftiburnbam 
and 'Berkeley, went to talk with the governor Upon 
this important occafioh , who, inftead of promtfing 
the protection required s only returned an evafive 
anfwer , and defired to be conduded to the king* 
Upon this , all three went together to the houfe , 
where the unfortunate monarch expefted theit arri- 
val ; but Hammond ftaid below. When Afhbtim- 
bam informed his majefty that Hammond was come 
to watt upon him;, burthat he hadgive^no-promife 
for prote&on * the king , who had' now fotinaalmoft 
all the world unfaiehfot , could not help crying out , 
O Jack % thou haft undone me! Afhburnham bttrft into 
aihower of tears , and offered to kill Hammond that 
moment with his own hand. The humane mo* 
narch would not permit this. Hammond was 
brought up , and the king , being compelled «oj fol- 
low him to Carttbcook caftle, was once more made, 
a prifoher, and treated by Hammond with only the 
outward appearance of refped, ■ • ' ,1 >- 
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In the mean rime , the parliament continued every 
day to grow more feeble and more factious ; the 
army more powerful and better united. Cromwell 
had taken every precaution to eftablifh fuch a fubor- 
di nation among his troops, as was neceflary to con- 
duct them with eafe , and invigorate his proceedings. 
But his views were in fome danger of being contro- 
verted, at this juncture, by a new and unheard-of 
confederacy. The independents were for having no 
fubordination ii\ government. A fet of men called 
Levellers now a role , who declared againft any other 
governor than Chrift. They declared that all degrees 
fhould be levelled, and an equality univerfally efta- 
Wifhed in titles and eftates. They prefented feveral 
petitions, and carried their infolence to an immeafur- 
able pitch. Cromwell at once faw that he was now 
upon the point of lofmg all the fruits of his former 
fchemes and dangers , and dreaded this new faction 
ftill the more , as they turned his own pretended 
principles again A himfelf ; thus finding all at ftake, 
• ne was refolved, by one refolute blow , to difperft 
the faction , or pertfli in the attempt. Having inr*» 
mation that the levellers were to meet at a certain 
place > he unexpectedly appeared before the terrified 
aflemMy , at the head of his red regiment, which had 
been hitherto invincible. He demanded , in the name 
of God , what their aftembly and murmuring* would 
be at ; and , receiving an infolent anfwer he laid two 
of the moft Remarkable dead upon the ground witK 
his own Hands. 'The griards dtfperfing the reft, he 
caufed feveral of them to be hanged upon the fpot' 9 
fent others prisoners to London , and thus difperfed 
a faction , nootherwife criminal than in having foU 
lowed his o#n example* ■ ' 

This aftioft ferVedtittl more to increafe his pow* 
in ihecamp, in th«*paf)iam$ft*, tad^uMhc* dtjjf 
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Fairfax , now become a lord , was nominal general; 
hut Cromwell was inverted with, all the power of the 
army. The king, a prifones in the ifle of Wight, 
ibll continued to negotiate a peace ; while the par- 
liament few no other method of defraying the mi- 
litary power which themfelves had raited, but by 
oppofing to it that of the king. Frequent propor- 
tions therefore pafled between the captive monarch 
and the commons ; but the great obftacle , which 
was their infixing upon deftroyin^ epifcopacy , fliii 
defeated every meafure. 

, In the mean time, the Scots , afhamed of having 
been thought to have fold their king, raifed an army 
in his favour : many of the young nobility in Eng- 
land feconded their intentions : the king's defperare 
affairs once more began, to wear a favourable afpeft, 
which Cromwell perceiving , led his veteran army to 
certain vidory. Succefs ftiil feemed to back his 
crimes : he defeated their forces entirely at Pre Aon, 
and took the duke of Hamilton, their general , pri- 
soner. Fairfax , on the other hand * was equally luc- 
cefsful in Kent and Eflex : the infurgeots having re- 
tired into the city of Cokhefter , which declare;! for 
. the king, he blocked them up, and, having com- 
pelled them to furrender at Alifcretion , he treated 
them with that iohwianiry for which the republican 
fcrrriy w«a at that ttifie remarkahl* 

•The parliament -ftill comnued to treat with the 
ting ; and, apprehending more from the defigns of 
their generals than the attempts of their monarch, 
feemed In earneft , for the firft time, in their nego~ 
tiatiens : but k was now too late ; the army foon re- 
turned crowned with their accuflomed fuccefs , and 
with furious remonstrances demanded juftice upon 
the king.' They accafed him as the caufe of alt the 
t> and infilled that hiapa* 
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titans and favourites fhould fbare with him 10 bis 
public punifhment, This remonftrance was foon af- 
ter backed by petitions from the garrifbns difper&d* 
over different parts of the kingdom , and the bounties, 
of Sonierfet and Norfolk concurred in the fame de- 
mand. Fairfax , being influenced by Cromwell, antct 
not perceiving that he was the tool of his crafty 
colleague , transferred his royal prifoner from the iue 
of Wight to Hurfl-caftle. Tne parliament com- 
plained of this arbitrary proceeding., but their re*, 
monftrances were now but empty (bund* They 
began xo ifliie ordinances for a more ef£e&ual oppo- 
firion ; but they received a meffage from Cromwell* 
that he intended paying them a vifit next day with 
his army 3 and in the mean time ordered them to 
raife him upon the city of London forty thou&nd. 
pounds* Affrighted at the approaching danger , they 
cpmplied with his demand; and in rJie mean time 9 
the general with his army came and look up his quar- 
ters in the ftirts of she city. The" commons (till pro~ 
ceeded ia the trea«ry with, the king 4 but this Croat-- 
well was, j*fohred to oppofe. They voted y that the 
carrying the king prifooer to Hurflj-caftle was wkh* 
out the advice or conient of the houfe": to p»niAt> 
them for thi$, Cromwell placed guards round their 
houfe* and e»adc theft member* prifooers whom he> 
judged, moft oppo&e to. his deigns. One of him 
cojbneli^wJaote name was Pride , having a paper of 
naqie* in h*s ha^d^ieiied ppo» oa*and fowy % *&Sk 
fent r^em V ^Oou«t f ^f Wards, where they wee* 
kept under gua*d Thsft? were prefcyt* nam, thw 
original authors of all the troubles, and who now* 
fell vidua* to the fide they had. efpotrfed*. The next 
day an hundred «we of the members were denied 
entrance ; and that pan *f the bonie which now* 
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independents , ludicroufly called the Rump. Thefe 
foon voted, that the tranlaftions of the houie , a few 
days before , were illegal ; arid that the general's coa- 
duft was juft and neceffary. 

This parliament , if it now defcrves that name , was 
nothing but a medley of the moft obfcure citizens , 
trie flave of the army, the officers of which, being 
themfelves members , ruled all their proceedings. It 
was now therefore unanimously refolved in this fedi- 
tious affembly to ereft an High Court of Juftice , with 
power to try the king for treafon againft the king- 
dom. For form-fake they defired the concurrence of 
. the few remaining; lords in the other hoitfe ; but , 
even here , there ftill was virtue enough left nnani- 
moufly to rejeft fo horrid a propofal. This no way 
abated the ardour of the commons : they voted that 
the concurrence of the houfe of lords was unnecef- 
fary ; they declared that all power was originally de* 
rived from the people ; a declaration true in itfelt , but 
which they wrefte<f to the moft deteftable purpofes. 
Golonet Harrifon , the fon of a butcher, was com- 
manded to conduft the king from Hurft-caftle to 
Windfor. When he arrived there, the council of war 
ordained that he fhould be no longer treated with the 
deference due to royalty. All ceremony was laid 
aftde * an he now faw himfelf deprived of his fer- 
vaonts, and expofed to the contempt of low-bred hi- 
felence. From the fixth to the twentieth of January , 
Ae time was employed in makinjt preparations lot 
this aftonifhing fcene of gdilr. One hundred and 
. Jbrty~tive perfons were appointed judges upbh Vfcis 
©ccafionj and one Bradfliaw, a praftitibner of the 
law , was ele&edas president of this deteftable fynod. 
* The king was now conduced from "Windfor to 
Sr. James's, and was next day produced before the 
Jfcg^ Court at WeflmUflet-hail to take Vk triat 
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He /till remembered the dignity he owed to himfelf 
before fuch an inferior court ; and, taking his place 
with his hat on , with a ftern air Airveyed his judges , 
who were alfo covered. When his charge was 
*Eead , importing that he had been the caufe of all the 
blood that was fhed fince the commencement of the 
rebellion , he could not reprefs a fmile at once of 
contempt and indignation. He thee demanded by 
what authority he was brought to frch a trial ? to 
which Bradftiaw replied/ that he was tried in the 
name of die commons of England. The king then 
obje&ed to the legality of the tribunal , fince the 
fan&ion of the lords and his own were wanting to 
complete it ; and refiifed to plead to the articles of 
the impeachment. Being deiired to anfwer fereral 
times , and perfifting in his refusal 9 he was remanded 
to his confinement , and the court adjourned. At 
their fecond fitting , the prefident again fummoned 
the king to anfwer to his chare© ; and the king 
again demurred to the legality of his judges , ana 
began to open his obje&ions, when he was inter- 
rupted by Brandfhaw , and fern back ta prifon , as 
before. At his third appearance > fee continued firm 
to his gurpofe, and renifed to comply until he fhould 
be convinced ,that their proceedings were .not con- 
trary to the fundamental laws Df the kingdom. The 
fourth and. tail time he appeased before this fetf. 
created court of jtiftice, as he was going thither, he 
was infulted by the foldiers and the mob, who ex- 
chimed , Juftlcc , jujlice I Execution , execution I He ap- 
pearbd J>e&refihe court with the fame firm compo* 
Aire asiufual, with bis hat on; and while his ien- 
tenctfwas^cadiag , in which he. was braadetiUwith all 
the odtous- a^el&upos that malice could tuggeft , he 
difcoverea 1*6 e&er emotions than t^ofe ofpity. In 
I . walking back from this kouid tribunal , the -rabbet 
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renewed die cry of Juflice ! Execution ! and , among 
other infults , one cnifcream prefumed to (pit in the 
lace of his king. He patiently wiped his face : Poor 
fouls , faid he , they would treat their generdls in the fam 
manner for fixpencc. A fbidier more companionate 
than the reft , conld not help imploring a bleffing up* 
-on his royal head ? an officer , overhearing it , ftruck 
the pious centinei to the ground in pretence of the 
jncmarch 9 who could not help faying , diat the fit- 
nishment exceeded the offence. The day of execution 
<wtis fixed to be the third after his fentence ; which 
when it arrived , he was conduced on foot through 
St. James's park tfo Whitehall , accompanied by 
dodor Juxon , and guarded by a regiment of foot , 
•under the command of colonel Tomlinfon. He 
fcafibU was covered with black , in the middle of 
which were feen the block and ax , with two execu- 
tioners in mafcues. The foldiers were .placed round 
it -> and an infinite concourfe of fpeAators watted 
with filent horror at a greater difnrace. The king 
Purveyed all their folemn preparations wish calm 
coropifure : he affured the peHbns who flood with 
4iim upon the fcaffoW , that he thought himfelf guilt- 
left ttf amy crime , but that of "having giving op the 
earl of Strafford to the fury of his enemies; and 
that be had confidence in the mercy, of heaven. 
While he thus ivowed his innocence , the fcifbop 
-who attended him , warned him that he had hut one 
-flage more to heaven ; at which the king cried out, 
-/ - go from a corruptible to an incorruptible crown y where 
-nodifturkante can arrive, it You ate<*xchaiiged , re 
n plied thebMhop, from a temporal to an ^eternal 
« crown ja good exchange b> Having now raken off 
his cloaks he delivered his George to the prelate, em 
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on the block , and flretched forth his hands as a fignal. 
One of the men in a mafque fevered his head front 
his body at-a blow ; arid the other*, holding it up, 
ftreanring with gore, cried out , This is the head of 
a traitor I Such was the death of Charles, who 
lived long enough to fee the laws and conftitution 
of his country expire before him. He had the misfor- 
tune to be bred up in high notions of the prero- 
gative ,-which he thought it his duty to (Main. He 
hved at a time when the fpirit of the la* was in op- 
pofition to the genius of the* people ; and governing 
by old rules , inftead of endeavouring to accommo? 
date himfelf to the changes of die times, he fell in 
the universal convulfion. Many kings btfore bin* 
expired by, treafon* , plot*, or affaffination ; but ne- 
ver (ince the times of Agis the Lacedemonian , waft 
any but he facriflced by their fobjefls with all the 
formalities of juftice. Upon the whole, it muft be 
confefled, that, though the nation was branded by 
foreigners with reproach upon this occafion , yet 
thefe druggies at length ended in dotaeftic happi- 
nefs and iecurity : the laws became more precife, 
and the fubjeds more ready to obey , as if a previous 
fermentation in the conftitution was neceffary to its 
fubfequeot refinement. 

LETTER. XLIV. 

OfcOMWELL, who had fecretly folicifed ihj* 
king's death 1 , now began to feel wuthes to which, 
he had been hitherto a ftranger. He perceived him- 
felf not far removed from ijhie objeft of his moll un- 
bounded ambition. His views expanded with fuccefe, 
and his firft principles of liberty fhronk when oppof- 
ed to the unbounded profped of power. The parlia- 
ment which was ftlii permjtttd to enjoy the fhadow of 
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authority, voted it high treafon to acknowledge 
Charles Stewart , Ton of the murdered king, as fuo 
ceflbr to the throne. They likewifc voted the houfe 
of lords ufelefs and dangerdus , and pafled an ad 
for the abolition of all kingly power. A great feal 
was made , on one fide of which were engraved the 
arms of England and Ireland, with this infeription, 
The great feal of England; on the reverfe was repre- 
fented the houfe of commons fitting, with this 
motto , The firft year of freedom , by God's blejfing 
reftored, 1648. 

They next proceeded to try thofe gallant men , 
whofe attachment to their late fovereign had been 
anoft remarkable. The duke of Hamilton and lord 
Capel were accufed , condemned , and beheaded ; fe- 
deral others fliared the fame fate. The earl of 
Norwich and Sir John Owen were cpndemned , but 
reprieved. The Scots were not a little difpleafed 
at the death of the duke , who was executed not only 
contrary to the laws of war , but the laws of nations : 
they were therefore determined to acknowledge the 
young prince for their king. But their love of liberty , 
in fome meafure, feemed to combat their rafentment : 
they called him to the throne indeed > but , at the 
tame time 3 abridged his power with every limitation 
which they had formerly attempted to impofe on their 
late fovereign. The fecond Charles had neither the 
virtue, the conftancy , nor the principles of his father; 
Attacked to no religion \ he agreed to all their pro- 
pofals , and was contented to accept the formalities 
without the power of a king. He was received at 
Edinburgh with demonftrations of profound refpeflj 
and entered the city by that Ycry gate on which the 
iimbs of the brave Montrofe , one of his moft faith- 
ful adherents, Were ftUi expofed ; but he foon found 
xhat the life he was likely to lead would be an unfup 

portabk 
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portable bondage to one of his volatile difpofitioru 
He w«s furroanded and mceflantly importuned by 
the Scotch fanatical clergy , who came to inftrud 
him in religion, and obliged him to liften to long 
fermons , in which they feldom failed to ftigma- 
tize the late king as a tyrant ^ to accufe his mother 
of idolatry , and himfelf of an untoward difpofition* 
Upon appointed days he was obliged to hear fix 
fermons without imermiffion. They indited upon 
his obferving Sunday with a Jewifli ftri&nefs. 
They even watched his looks; and^ if he happened 
to fmile at any part of their abfurd emhufiafms , he . 
was reprimanded for his profanenefs. Charles for 
a while tore this infolence with hypocritical tran- . 
quillity , and even pretended to be greatly edified 
by their inftru&ions 4 but, notwith (landing this m 
he only wilhed for an opportunity of efcaping from 
fuch a variety of difguftmg impertinence. 

In the mean time, the Engliib parliament , alarmed 
at the .king's reflitution in Scotland, v n , . 
Tent to caff Cromwell from Ireland, * %u * x6 «9* 
where he had carried on the war with his ufual fuc- 
cefs. He liad reduced Kilkenny and many other 
places , and profecuted his conquefts with furprif- ' 
ing rapidity. However , he now left the war in 
that kingdom to be carried on by Ireton , I. is de-» 
puty -lieutenant, and returned to England , in obe- 
dience to the mandate of the parliament. When 
he took Vis feat in the houfe, the fpeaker thanked 
him for the ferviceshe had done the commonwealth. 
They then proceeded to deliberate upon th/ war 
with Scotland They defired to know if Fairfax 
would conduit, the enterprife. Fairfax, a rigid 
preibyterian , who had all along fought from prin- 
ciple , declined oppofing a nation which he confi- 
dered as co-operating in the fame good work for 

Yol. n. c 
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which be had firft drawn the (word ; he therefore 
.declined the command, fent his commiffiocr to the 
commons , and retired to fpend die remainder pf his 
life in privacy and peace. 
This was an inlet to CromwelPs . fubfequem 

K A D i6<o P **** he was appointed general of 
A. v. 1050. t j ie f orce$ f t jj e commonwealth, and 

foon marched into Scotland at the head of an arpiy 
of eighteen thoufafld men , long accuftomed to con- 
quer. He found general Lefley at the head of an 
§ rmy far more numerous than his own , but un- 
difciplined and mutinous. After fome previous fkir- 
rnifhing, Cromwell (aw himfelf in a very difadvan- 
tageous pod near Dunbar, and his antagonist ready 
to take advantage of his incommodious fituitioo. 
However , perceiving the Scots preparing to give 
him battle , he affured the foldiers that the Lord had 
delivered the enemy into his hands ,- and ordered 
his army to fing pfalms , as already affured of the 
yiftory, The minifters of the Scotch army were 
not lefs fanguine of their affurances of viftory than 
he ; they boldly promifed fuccefs in the name of 
the Lord , and excited afpirit of impatience among 
ihe foldiers. Viiftory, as always before, again de- 
clared for Cromwell , who routed the enemy with 
great daughter , while he did not lofe, on his fide, 
above forty men in all. 

Charles , who hated the Scotch army, and only 
dreaded Cromwell , was well enough pleafed at this 
defeat. It ferved to introduce him to a greater 
ihare in the command than he was before permit- 
ted to enjoy. He therefore put himfelf at the head 
of that remnant which furvived the defeat , and 
ftrengthened it with the royalifts , who had been be- 
fore excluded from his fervice. And now , in- 
stead of following Cromwell, who le'd his vi&o* 
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.Ytotrs troops to Perth , he refolved to feife thitf op* 
portunity of penetrating into England , Where he 
expcfted td be joined Tby numbers there fliH at- 
tached to his interefts* His hopes in this were 
Fruftrated; his army % on their march, Was leflcned 
by cdnttrMaldefertion and difeafe. Few volunteers 
repaired to the royal fhndard ; and he at length 
faw his vigilant enemy overtake him j n * 
at # Worcefter. Both armies fought AX * l6 **' 
*with equal intrepidity , but Cromwell was again 
victorious* Never was fo complete a vi&ory ob- 
tained by him before* TVo thbufatitr perifhed by 
the fword i and four times that number , being 
taken , were fold as flaves to the American planter!! 
The conqueror became matter of all Scotland, 
and fet a price of a thoufand pounds upon the hea£ 
of the Icing. 

Imagination can fcafce conceive dangers more 
romantic , or diftreffes more fevere , man thofe 
•which attended the young king's efcape from \tfor- 
cefter. After his hair Was cut 6(£ s the better to 
effect, his efcape , he worked for fome days » dif- 
guifed as a peafant , at wood- cutting. He next 
made an attempt to retire into .\0ales , under thi 
conduct of one Pendrell , a poor but faithful com- 
panion {n his diftrefs ; but in this attempt* he was 
disappointed , every pafi being guarded to prevent 
his efcape. Being obliged to return , he met one 
colonel Carelefs , who , like htmfelf , had efcaped 
the carnage at Worcefter ; and it was in his com* 
pany that he was obliged to climb a fpreading oak , 
among the thick branches of which they parted the 
day together, while the foldiers of the enefny went 
underneath in purfuit of him. From thence he 
paffed with imminent danger , feeling all the vicif- 
Iitudes of famine | fatigue, and pain , to thehouffe 
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pf one Mr, Lane , a worthy fubjed of his , in jStafc 
fprdihire. Here he deliberated about the means of 
efeaping to France, They agreed that he ihouid 
ride before this gentleman's daughter on a vifip 
to one Mps. Norton , who l}ved in the neighbour- 
hood of priftol. During this journey * he every 
day met people, whofe perfons he knew, and once 
palled through a whole regiment of the parliament 
army. ' f 

When they arrived at the houfe of Mrs. Norton ; 
the firft perfoa they law was one of bis own chap!* 
lains , fitting at the door , amufing himfelf with 
feeing people play at bowls. The king after 
having taken proper care of his horfe in the liable, 
was t(iewn to an apartineot which Mrs. Lane had 
provided £pr him , upon pretence of iodifpoiition. 
The budcr , being fent to him with fome refreih- 
jnent , no fooner beheld hjs countenance*, w,hich 
was now very pale with anxiety and fatigue , than 
he recolleifed the vifage of his king and mailer 9 
^n4# falling upon liis knees , whjle thf tears ftreamed 
do^n h^s cheeks, he cried out, f< I am rejoiced 
ju to fee yojir majefty in The king enjoined hjim fe- 
crecy , and the honeft fervant punctually ; ltept his 
word: Having ftaid fonie days in this place , he 
repaired to the houfe of colonel Wyndfyani , where 
Jie was cordially received . that gentleman's family 
having eyer been noted for loyalty. Purfuiog hU 
rout to the fea-fide , he once more had a very pro- 
vidential efcape froni the little inn at which he 
lodged. It happened to.be afojemn faft,. and a 
fanatical weaver > who had fpught in the parliament 
army, was preaching againft the Jung, in a chapel 
/routing the. houfe.. Charles/ was aftualiy one of 
the audience. A farrier, of the fame principles, 
who had been examining the horfes bplpnging to 
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(he paffeneers, came to afltfre the preacher that 
he knew /by the fdfhion of the flioes , that one of 
the ftrangers horfes came front the norths The 
preacher inftantly affirmed , that this horfe could 
belong to no other' than Charles Stewart, and 
went immediately with a conftable to die houfe ; 
but the king , in the mean time, found means to 
efcape. Thus, at length* after inexpreffible hard* 
/hips i and having experienced the fidelity of forty, 
different perfons of all ranks, who had power to 
betray him, be embarked at Brighthelmfted , and 
landed fafely iri Normandy. 

Cromwell » in the mean time , returned to Lon- 
don in triumph > where he was met by c , 
the (beaker of the houfe , accompanied &• tu 
by the mayor and magiftrates in their formalities* 
His firft care, upon his return, was to take the ad- 
vantage of his luccefles, by deprefline the Scots. 
An ad was pafled for abolishing royalty in Scot- 
land," and annexing it as a conquered province \qf 
the Engliih commonwealth * impowerihg it , how* 
ever, to fend a certain number of representatives 
to the Britifli parliament. It was now feen with 
aftontfhment , that a parliament compofed of ob- 
fcure and weak members could govern at orfce with 
unanimity and fuccefs. Without any acknow- 
ledged fubordination, they levied armies 4 maintained 
fleets, and save laws to their neighbours. Never 
was England more powerful. than at this period. 
The finances were managed with ceconomy and 
exa&nefs. No private perfon became rich by pub- 
lic extortions. The revenues of the «rown , the 
lands, of the bi/hops , and a tax of a hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds each month , fupplied the 
wants of government , and invigorated all their pro- 
ceedings,. 

C 3 
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Having reduced the Britifh dominions to perfeft 
obedience , the parliament next refotved to chaftife 
the Dutch , who had given but very flight caufes of 
complaint* Doriflaus., one oftheiate lung's judges > 
being font thither by the commons as envoy , was 
fflaffinared by the royal party that had taken refuge 
there ; St. John appointed Englifh ambaflador , was 
*lfo irkulted by the friends of the prince of Orange* 
Thefe were grounds Efficient so iocenfe the repiuV 
tick of England to a war. Its futcefs , however , was 
doubtful : Blake commanded the Engiiih , and 
Van Tromp was admiral for Holland; both equally 
experienced, courageous, and aftive. Several en- 
gagements ferved only to fhew the excellence of the 
admirals, without determining the balance of naval 
power. The parliament , however , was willing to 
continue the war , rightly judging , that, when the 
force of the nation was exerted by fea , it would di- 
minish Cromwell the general's power by land. 
* Cromwell was not behind them in penetration; 
lie faw they dreaded his growing power and wiihed 
to dhninifh it : all his meafnves were cradu&ed with 
a bold intrepidity that marked his character ; anil he 
was now retoived to make another daring effort. Ht 
perfuacled his officers to prefent a petition for pay- 
mem of arrears and-redrets of grievances, which he 
knew would be rejefted with difdain. The houfe , 
upon receiving it, appointed a committee to prepare 
an aft , that all peribns who prefented fuch petitions 
for the future ihould be deemed guilty of high trea- 
fon. This was what Cromwell wifhed for. He 
was fitting in council with his- officers, when in- 
Formed of the fubjeft on which the houfe was de- 
liberating. Turning to major-general Vernon, / 
dm ^compelled 9 cried he, to do a thing that makes the 
ytry hair of my head fiand an end; and , ftarting up 
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with marks of violent indignation in his counte- 
nance , he haftened to the parliament 9 with a body, 
of three hundred foldiers. Upon entering th$ 
fcoufe, be took his plate , and fat fome time to 
hear the debates. When the fpeaker was about to 
put the queftion, he fuddenly rofe up, and, revil- 
ing, them for their ambition and cruelty , he damped 
with his foot , and inflantiy the houfe was filled 
with armed, men x then addreffing . — * 
him felf to the members, Grt yea £(Mt, * ' I0 " # 
faid he \ give place to honejl men ; you are no longer 
a parliament; I tell you , you are no longer a pariiar 
mem ; the Lard has done with you I He then acr 
cufed one as a drunkard , another as a whoremafler , 
a third of adultery , and a fourth of extortion, h 
is you , added he. , that have forced me upon this ; 1 havf 
fought the Lord night and day , that he would rather 
flay me than put me upon this work. Then pointing 
to the mace, Take away , cried he, that baubles 
after which , turning out all the members , tie or- 
dered the door to be locked, and, putting the key 
in his pocket, retired to Whitehall. Thus, by onp 
daring exploit , the new republic was abolished , and 
the whole power , civil and military , centered in 
him alone. The unfteady form of the Englifli 
government at that time , is the ftrongeft proof of 
a late philosopher's opinion , that every country 13 
pofiefTed of a fet of laws and constitutions beft a- 
dapted to the nature of the inhabitants , the. climate , 
and the foil which when once broken throtight, 
the government mud continue weak and unfteady, 
until the natural con ft i tut ion is reft or ed ; as 9 in me- 
-chaaics, all bodies continuing to waver till their 
center of gravity is fup ported. 

- <? 4 
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LETTER XLV- 

1HAT parliament 9 which had long gloried 
in refitting violence 9 was now diflblved by an. 
aft of the moft flagrant oppreffion. The people , 
however , expreflecT no diflike at their dtuolution. 
Cromwell received congratulatory addrefles from 
the fleet , the corporations, and the army rbut he 
was unwilling to put forth all his pow.er at once ; 
lie refolved to amufe them with the form of 
a commonwealth, and familiarize them by degrees 
to arbitrary government. He decreed that the fo- 
vereign power fhould be vefted in one hundred and 
forty -four perfons under the denomination of a 
parliament ; and he undertook himfetf to make the 
choice. The perfons he pitched upon were the 
lowed , meanefl , and moft ignorant among the citi- 
zens; he forefaw, that during the adrainiftrarion 
of fucli he alone muit govern ; or that they would 
foon throw up the reigns of government , which 
they were unqualified to guide* To excel in 
ianaticifm teemed a neceflary qualification in this 
new parliament Several , with long names borrowed 
from fcripture, were members; but a man, whofe 
name was Pralfi God Bareb&nes , was one of the moil 
remarkable; and by his name the afierably was af- 
terwards called in ridicule." 

To this affembly was committed the care of 
making peace with the Dutch; but, being utterly 
unskilled in fuch negotiations, the ambauadors of 
the ftates were quite at a lofs how to treat with 
them. The people exclaimed at fo fbolifh a legis- 
lature , and they thetnfelves feemed not infenfible 
of the contempt and ridicule which they every 
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day- Med not to incur. They had now fat five 
months without doing any thing of importance ; 
-when at length Route , their fpeaker , rofe up , and 
propofed that , as they were unable to bear the 
-burthen that was laid upon them > they fhould re- 
sign their authority to him from whom they had 
received it. Cromwell accepted their refignation 
with pteafure , and fent colonel White to clear the 
houfe of the few fanatics who' perfifted in conti- 
nuing to fir. .White , entering with a detachment 
of fotdierSj aiked, What they did there > To which 
replying , that they were feeking the Lord , Then 
you may go elfewhere 9 cried he ,for to my certain know-, 
bdge, die Lord has not been here thefe many years. 

TRe officers now , by their own authority , de- 
clared Cromwell protector. He was poflefled rf 
that which is the original of all command , name- 
ly 9 force ; for the ftrong ever give laws to the 
reeble. The mayor and aldermen were fent for ; 
the irfurper was inftalled at Whitehall , in the pa- 
lace of the Englifh kings ; he affumed the office 
of protector, was honoured with the epithet of 
highnefs , and proclaimed in London , and other 
parts of the kingdom. ' Thus an obfcure inhabi- 
tant of Wales, at length , rofe to unlimited power , 
far beyond that of former kings , by his courage and 
his hypocrify. 

He was about fifty-three years of age when Ke 
begarrto reign, which he did with equal conduct, 
moderation , and fuccefs. He , in the beginning , 
chofe among the officers , the former companions 
of his dangers and victories , twenty-one counfel- 
lors of ftate , to each of whom he affigned a pen- 
fion of dne thoufand pounds a year. The troops 
were always paid a month in advance; the ma- 
ga^nes were well provided; the public treafure. 
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of which he had the difpofal , was managed wt A 
frugality and care. The Dutch were compelled 
t0 fue for peace, and he didared the terms. He 
infilled upon their paying deference to the Britiih 
flag. They were compelled to abandon the in- 
terest of the king. They engaged to pay eighty* 
five thoufa'nd pounds , as an indemnification for 
former 1 expences ; and to reftore the Englifh Eaft- 
India company a part of thofe dominions of which 
they had unjuftly deprived them in the eaft. 

Every nation with whom the fcngluQi had any 
connexion » now courted their protector's alliance. 
Among the number , Trance foliated* his aid 
againft Spain. Cromwell , though capabie of con- 
ducing tne internal parts of government , hftt no 
Ikill in foreign policy. He lent his affiftafice to 
humble Spain , at a time when the interests ©f En- 
tope required her exaltation. Cardinal Mazarine 
ave him up Dunkirk. His fleet under* the cen- 
iuft of the famous Blake , took the ifland of Ja- 
maica. The kingdom of Ireland waS entirely re- 
duced to obedience, and treated by him as a con- 
quered country ; many thoufands of the wretched 
natives ftrove to find in banishment , an allevia- 
tion of their miferies ; numbers died of famine, and 
by the hands of the executioner not a few. 

Cromwell , to give the greater appearance of 

• juftice to his ufurpation , was refolved to govern by 

. parliament , yet by fuch a parliament alone as he 

could govern. He aflerobled them , and difiblved 

them, at pleafure The houfe of lords was entirely 

difcontinued ; but he fent up a new chamber of 

parliament, compoied of his own creatures, to op- 

pofe that ele&ed by the voices of the people. Thus, 

«ver a&ive , vigilant , and refolute , he difcovered 

. every confpiracy againft his perfan ,.as4 canery b> 
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: .fmreflion/among the. people , before they took e£ 
fe&^He had the addrefs to prevail upon his par- 
liament to make him an offer of the j- *y ^ . 
crown ^merely to have; the feeming , ' 1D 57- 
tcaagnanimity of refufirig it , and thus to confirm 
his real power. 

His private life was no left worthy our obfefv4- 
t\pn :*he led an obfcure life in the palace afligned 
for his habitation , without pomp , without luxury. 
When he lent his fon Henry into Ireland , he aU 
lowed him but one fervant in his retinue. His 
planners were naturally auftere, and he preferved A 
the dignity and diftance of his chara&er in the 
midft of the coarfeft familiarity. He was cruel from - 
policy ; jnft and temperate from inclination ; labo- 
rious and exa& in all his defigns ; without elo- 
quence 9 he had the talent of perfuading , and ,, 'with- 
out iincerity , the art of making fincere adherents: 
hijs dexterity equally /atisfied every fe<3 ; with 
prefl>yterians , a preftyterian ; with deifts, a de.ifi; 
only^ an independent in principle. It was by thefe 
arts he continued his authority , firft cemented by 
blood , and maintained by hypocrify and ufurpa- 
tion. % . , 

Vet notwithftanding this cono*uQ , which coii- 
tributed to render him truly formidable at home*, 
-he was , after' a few years reign , become truly rhi- 
ierable to himfelf. He Jcnew tdbat he wa$ detefled 
by every party in the kingdom ; he knew the fierce 
fpirit of the people whom he had made flaves-; 
and he was inceffantly haunted by the terrors ,o£ 
an- anamination. To increase his calamity ,. a book 
was publifhed, intitled , Killing no Murder ; 'm 
which it was proved to be juft to deflroy him. at 
any rate. Shall we 9 faid this popular declaimer , 
$>ho would ml fuffer the lion to. invade, us , taftufy 
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fiand to be devoured by the wolf? Cromwell read 

this fpiriced treatife , and , it is faid , was never 

feen to (mile afterwards. He wore armour under 

his cloaths , and always kept a loaded piftol in his 

pocket ; his. afped became cloudy , and he regarded 

every Granger with a glance of timid fufpicion. 

He always travelled with hurry and precipitation , 

and never flept two nights fuccefltvely in the fame 

apartment. A tertian ague came at laft to deliver 

j n <*<> h" 11 from a life of horror and mifery. 
j*.v. 105*. Hc ^ at Whheha ii # rftcr having 

-nominated his fon Richard Cromwell as his fuc- 
ceflbr. Nbtwithftanding the evident approaches 
of death, his fanatical chaplains affirmed that he 
would recover , and thanked God for the undoubted 
affurances they had received of his iafety. He was 
qyen of the fame opinion himielf. I tell you, cried 
he to the phyftcians that attended him , / shall not 
die of this dljlemper : favouraUa^anfwers have been 
returned from heaven 9 not only to my own fuppScadons , 
but llkewife to thofe of the godly , who carry on a more m- 
timau corrtfpondahee with the Lord. This behaviour, 
-at his death t is an undeniable proof that he was 
in reality more an ,enthufiaft than an hypocrite; 
and, in nSt , we are more frequently deceived than 
deceivers. 

Whatever were the differences of intereft after 
the death of the ufarper , the influence of his name 
was flili fufficient to get Richard his fon proclaimed 
proteftor. The parties , however , were now grown 
too headftrong to be controuled by greater abilities ; 
what then could Richard do , who had nothing 
a&ive in his difpofition, no talents for bufinefs, 
•no knowledge of government , no ambition , no im- 

Ertancef Oliver,- by means of the army, had 
*g governed the kingdom; they were now left 
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to govern alone. They firft therefore prefenred a 
petition to the new protestor, demanding that no 
member of the army fhould be fubjed to the ci- 
vil power , and that the officers fhould enjoy the 
privilege of chufing their own general. Richard, 
fhocked at their preemption ^rejected their requefts* 
and even threatened to ^difaiils them the fefvice* 
The parliament attempted to fupport thefe meafures 
of Richard , but the army prevailed; the parliament 
was duTolved by their menaces , and the prote&or 
again reduced to a private nation.* The officers; 
once more being thus left to themfelves , determined 
to replace the remnant of the old parliament which 
had beheaded the king, and which the late protedot 
had fo disgracefully difmuTed. . This was called 
Tht good old Can fe ; and fach of the higher officers as 
feemed unwilling to give up their authority to this 
parliament, were intimidated by their wbalterns 
into a compliance. 

The Rump parliament, as it was called, being 
thus once again eftablifhed, began by vigoaroufly 
attempting ta Veffen the power of that very army 
which had juft now given them all their autho- 
rity. They new -modelled a part of the forces ,' 
calhiered fuch officers as they feared , and placed 
others in their room. Thefe attempts, however; 
did -not pafs without vigorous efforts in the prin- 
cipal officers who* were at London to oppofe them; 
They held feveral conferences together to ffrengthen 
their power , and leffen that of their oppofers. They 
at length came to the ufuaj refource of thefe tur- 
bulent times : they fir A prefented a fedirious pe- 
tition , and , upon finding it resetted , conducrcd 
by general Lambert $ they entered the houfe, exclud- 
ed the members 9 diflblved the parliament by 
their own -authority , and forme* a council of to* 
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to provide for the fafety of the commonwealth. 
During thefe transactions, general Monck was at 
the head of twelve thoufand veterans in Scotland 
This general had begun his fortunes under the 
command of the late king,, and was taken prifoner 
in his fervice. Upon the death of his matter., he 
was releafed from his long confinement to command 
under Cromwell , for whom he always fought with 
xonduft and fuccefs. 

In this anarchy and confufion fee feemed agi- 
tated by different defigns , between loyalty to his 
lawful king , ambition to advance himulf , aod the 
apprehenfions he was under from the governing part 
'of the natipn : his loyalty at length prevailed ; he 
Tefolved to reflore the royal family , but to ufe all 
the precautions that were requifue for their fafety 
and his own. He foon had an opportunity of em- 
barraffing the affairs of the nation A ill more , to 
prepare the way for the meditated revolution,* The 
^officers , now formed into a council of ten, had 
vfent to treat with him : he confented to a nego* 
.tiation only in order to gain time ; aod , after a 
.treaty had been actually ^figned by thofe be em* 
ployed in this buitnds , he re£ufed to ratify it upon 
frivolous pretences. The depofed parliament , ft tid- 
ing that Monck had difap proved of the proceed' 
ings of the officers at London , were refoived to 
avail themfetves of his friendfhip , in order to be 
'.reinftared in their former authority ; and fent htm 
.a private commiffion, appointing him commander 
in chief of all the forces in England, Scotland, and 
, Ireland. , He now therefore refoived to march to 
'Wards London , and , upon his approach , the offi* 
cers who had depofed the parLsmmt found then* 
,fe!ves almoft deferred , and afiength compelled to 
/digo the authority they had ufurped. When he 
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reached St. Aiban's , he fent a letter to the houfe, 
defirrag that London ihould be cleared of all other 
troops to make way for his approach. This de- 
mand awakened the fufpicion of the parliament , 
but they were reluctantly obliged to comply. He 
entered London in triumph at the head of his 
army 9 and repaired to the council of (late, but 
refuted to. take the oath of abjuration , ihrewdljf 
observing, that 1 the fewer oaths were taken, the* 
cleaner would the confeience be. He next exa- 
mined his officers, and, haying fecured their con- 
currence , he reitored thofe members to the parlia- 
ment which long fince had been feeluded before the 
•.trial of the king. . - 

The independents , who had voted for the trial 
pf Cjiarles , were. now greatly outnumbered; and 
- it was (pop feen that the royal party was likely to* 
prevail, The republicans , who, though they hated 
a protector , flill more feared the royal refeatment, 
endeavoured to perfuade, Monck to aflume the 
fovereign power, in imitation of Cromwell. He 
rejected their advice , and in the .mean time gave 
the king private intimations of his defigns, new*- 
modelled the army, quelled an incipient infur- 
rection , and prepared all things for his reftow* 

Nothing now was wanting* but the authority 
and confent of a free. parliament , to * p *£*»' 
fettle the fluctuating conflkution: ' ',"" '?* 
On the twenty-. fifth of April, 1660 , the nejp 
parliament rajet in both houies,, after. the manner 
of. their aoceftors. They immediately voted that 
the government, ought to be veiled in a king t lords, > 
and commons On, the \ eighth o/Majr, Charles \l 
was proclaimed in JLondpn; .on the twenty fixdfc 
fee ar^cd^%y£r^Aft tte 
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on to Whitehall , through art innumerable multi- 
tude of people, who rent the air with thetr accla- 
mations. The wretched kingdom , long torn with 
fa&ion , and oppreffed by its own ftruggles for free- 
dom , once more began to refpire ; fartaticifm , with 
all its train of melancholy terrors and cruelties , was 
.now difpelled; the arts of peace began to return ; 
but unhappily , the arts of luxury entered in their 
train. 

LETTER XLVL 

JT will undoubtedly aftoniih pofterity , when they 
find a whole nation making thefe fudden changes 
from abfolute Jiberty to the moft fubmH^ve obedi- 
ence; at one time almoft unanimoufly declaring 
againft monarchy , and foon after , with the moft 

'A n *<* unbounded flattery , foltciring the 
A v. it>$o. fliack]es of arbitrary power . The 

parliament, which had before fo vehemently op- 
pofed the late monarch, poffeffed of every virtue, 
were now profufe in their fubmiffions to his fuc- 
ceffor , whofe charader flood in no competition with 
that ofhis fathdR • - 

They firft ordained , that the bodies of Cromwelr, 
Ireton , and Bradfiiaw , fhouH be idue'from their 
graves, and dragged to the place of execution; 
mere to continue hanging the whole day ,7 and then 
to be interred under the gallows. Of thofe who 
fat in judgment on the late monarch's trial , feme 
w^re dead , and fome were thought worthy to find 
pardon; ten only out of four fcore were devoted to 
immediate deftrnftion. Thefe were enthufiafls, 
.who had all along afted-from principle, and bote 
their fite with all the confident* of martyrs They 
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liad been formerly cruel themfelves, and they were 
now in -turn treated with ihockmg a ry xfiA '* 
inhumanity: the executioner , not con- * " ** J 
tent with performing the office of death, added in* 
fult to their tortures ; the fufFerers , to a man , thank- 
ed God for being permitted to die for his cau& , and 
brayed the fury of their oppreffors with manly con- 
tempt. 

Their deaths fcemed to infpire a few defperate 
enthufiafts with the mod ftrange confidence that 
ever deluded a poor ignorant party. One Vernier ; 
whoexpefted the immediate coming of Chrift upon 
earth , appeared in the ftreets of London: h* arms. 
at the head of threefcore enthufiafts like himfelf, 
and declared againft any. other monarch but king 
Jeftts. They had been wrought into fuch a pitch 
of phrenzy as to believe themfelves invulnerable 9 
ana fought as men confident of viftory. The few 
furvivers of thetrdefeat were taken , tried, condemn* 
ed , and executed : they affirmed to the kft , that , if 
they had been deceived, the Lord himfelf concurred 
in the impofture. 

It was now feared that the tide of loyalty would* 
bear down all the former mounds of freedom ; (he 
parliament feemed to concur in ill the defigns of 
the court , and even to anticipate its wifhes. But- 
though the king was eftabliihed, his old faithful 
friends , and the followers of his family , were 
left unrewarded. There were numbers who had 
fought for his father , and for him , and had loft 
their all in his fervice , frill pining in want and 
mifery ; while their perfecutors , who, profiting by 
the troubles of their country, had acquires! fortunes 
during the civil war, were ftill permitted to enjoy 
them without moleftation. The fuflferers petition- 
ed in vain : Charles wa» ao way remarkable foi 
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fratltude; his pleasures, his flatterers, andc<mcnJ 
ines , engroffed all his attention , and exhaufted bis 
finances : the unhappy cavaliers murmured without 
redrefs ; he fled from their gloomy expostulations to 
fcenes of mirth , riot , and feftivity. 

The kingdom now feemed to be converted into 
a theatre of debauchery , which had before been a 
fcene of blood. The independents were no longer 
to be teen; die puritans were refrained? the hor- 
rors of the late war were the {iibjeft of ridicule > 
the formality and the ignorance of fedarics were 
^ifplayed upon the ftage , and even laughed at in 
t.he pulpit. The king had no religion ; and , 
though he permitted the persecution of fedaries, 
it was merely from political motives. The late 
miferies of the nation were not fufficient to deter a 
few defperate fanatics from attempting to -excite 
them afrefh ; they laid a fcheme for furprifing fe- 
veral towns in the north, and railing a general 
kifurreclion. The miniflry difcovered the plot before 
it was ripe for execution : thirty, of the confpi- 
rators were taken and executed ; and this plot 
was a pretext for continuing the parliament then 
fitting , and repealing the act for triennial parlia- 
ments , as being dangerous in times of commo- 
tion. 

The Engliih parliament feemed willing to make 
the king reparation for their former difobedience , 
and the Scots were dill more fanguine in the 
expreffions of their attachment. Had Charles been 
an afrive monarch , he might have now become an 
abfolute one. They confirmed the doftrinc of 
paflive obedience by a folemn aft ; they afTigned 
him a revenue of twelve hundred thoufand pounds f 
exclufive of the expence neceffary for fitting and 
fujplying the fleet., None of his prcdeceflars wer$ 
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ver pouefled of fuch a large revenue ; nevertheless , 
is prodigality rendered him indigent 9 and,inftead 
|0f defiling an afcendency over his parliament , he 
taras concern -to be an humble and continual depeu- 
4en t on their bounty. 

His prodigality^ his libertinifm , and ' the famili- 
arity with which he permitted himfetf to be treat* 
ed by his fubje&s/loon began to alter their fcn- 
timents from a veneration for royalty to a con- 
tempt; of his perfon and adminjfbation. He de- 
clared war againft Holland, merely to ju ~ „ 
have an oppormnky of fpenjUng upon * * 1Go2 * 
his pleafures a part of thofe fums granted him by 
parliament for the fupport of a fleet and army. 
This war was carried on with doubtful fuccefs ; bat 
,the alarm which the nation received from Ruyter 
the Dutch admiral's attempting to fail up the river 
Thames^, ftill snore dtfguited them againft their 
governor* trarcediate dangers , though fmall r ia- 
ttafence the mind with greater force than diftant* 
though tetrible, calamities. They now called to 
c mlna the adsmtniftration of Cromwell, when the 
rpeople enjoyed fecurity at home, and were refuelled 
.abroad : they tecolle&ed that ufurper's vigorous 
labours -for the good of the nation, and compared 
them with thofe of the prefent effeminate and urt- 
Aiccefsfiil reign. _ 

' Natural. and accidental calamities (eemed to unite 
themfelves to thofe brought on by bad management. 
A plague ravaged London , which fwept away 
more, than one hundred thoufand of its inhabitants^ 
and foon after the city was almoft entirely de- 
ilroyedby a conflagration , which rag- + j> f 66/5w 
ed for three days without intermifTion. 
The fptrit of the people foon furmounted thefe ca- 
# lamuie$ ; London foon rofe more beautiful from 
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its afhes ; the ftreets were built anew more fpacioi* 
and convenient than before; and their diftrefi foon 
became their advantage. m 

But neither war , nor accident , nor the mur- 
murs of the people could abate the paflton of gal- 
lantry , pleafure, and expence , that reiened in the 
court through the king's example. He had im- 
bibed all that fpirit of levity , daring his refidence 
in France, for which that kingdom is remarkable. 
'Though he had been married fdon after his re- 
iteration to the infanta of Portugal, he kept ieve- 
ral miftreffes , by whom he had natural iffwe* A- 
mofig this number were mademoifeile QuerouaiUe, 
a French woman, whom he created chichrefe of 
Portfmouth ; Mrs. Palmer , whom he made a coun- 
tefs ; and Nel Gwyn and Mrs. Davis , a&reffe* taken 
from the theatre. 

But , though the court Wis thus loft to decency, 
' the paflion for uniformity in religion in the nation 
feemed to revive. 'The parliament was equally 
fet againft the prdtyterians artd the papi&s ; afl 

A D i^ti a ^ * aS Ifta( * e *^M f ^ e Ti fi 48* 
.. v. 1073, importing i t h at every perform office 

and employment flionld take the oaths of alle- 
giance and fupremacy , receive the facrament k 
Tome parifh church before competent witneffes, 
and fqbfcribe a declaration , renouncing the doc- 
trine of tranfubftamiation. This was leveled againft 
the duke of York , the king's brother , who had 
profeffed hjmfelf a papift , and whom' the parlia- 
went fecretly aimed at excluding from the throne. 
The fears and difcontems of the nation were vent- 
ed without reflraint : the apprehenfions of a po- 
pifli fucceffor , an abandoned court , a parliament 
that had continued , without a new election , for 
/even years; an alliance cemented with France , 
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he fecret enemy of England and the protectant re- 
gion ; and an utvfucceisful and expenfive war with 
Holland , their natural allies ; all gave caufe to kindle 
1 fpirit of indignation among the people. The 
c<xirt tried every method, hut in vain, to fatisfy thefe 
murmurs, orappeafe them. Even the coffee-houles 
were fupprefled , where fuch topics were generally 
debated. 

This untverfal ferment , as may eafily be ima- 
gined., broke out into an alarm. When the fpirit 
of the fngliih is once excited, they eirher find ob* 
jecb of refentmest , or they make them. The 
rumour of a poptfh confpiracy was firft propagat- 
ed , and one Titus Oates foon ap- * n ^.' 
peared tt> give it confirmation. Ti- A * 1& 7* m 
tus Oates bad been from his youth an indigent and 
infamous adventurer. He was abandoned 9 illite- 
rate 5 and fhamelefe. He had been once indifted 
for perjury , afterwards chaplain of a man of war, 
and dumuTed for unnatural practices. He then pro- 
fetTed liimfelf a Roman catholic, went to the je- 
fuits college at St. Omer* but was difmifTed, after 
fome refidence there , with infamy. He then re* 
turned to JLondon , filled with proje&s of revenge ; 
and the animofities of this gnhappy nation footk 
appeared a proper place of nouriihment to give this 
vipers virulence eifecr. He depofed upon oath , 
that the jefuits* feveral of whom he named, and 
who were foon after taken up, had tried the king 
under the name of the Slack Baftard, condemned 
him as an heretic , and refolved to deprive him of 
life; that feveral attempts had been made without 
fuccefs ; and that not only the king's brother , but 
even the queen , were privy to the deiign. The 
houfe of commons immediately took fire at th& 
pretended confpiracy : they petitioned for removing 
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the queen f rewarded Oates with a penfion of tweht 
hundred pounds and immediately ordered the coo* 
fpirators to be tried in the courts of juftice. Sere 
ral jefuits were tried ; their very profefTion was at 
that time fuflicient to deftroy them : before a partial 
Judge and an exafperated jury , no mercy could be 
expected ,and feveral , though apparently innocent, 
were executed as traitors upon this milcreant's in* 
formation. Coleman , the duke of York's fecretary, 
Ireland , Pickering , Grove , Fenwick , and White- 
a r\ * bread, were among the flrft that fell; 
. rt>79' t hey died declaring their innocence w 
the laft moment of their lives. 

While the proteftants were labouring to humble 
both the puritans and the papifts, thefe two parties 
were at the fame time mutually employed in ruining 
each other. Plot was fet againft plot; that contrived 
by Oates was called the Jefuits Plot ; that fet to op* 
pofe it was called by the name of the Meal-tub Plot, 
?s the fcheme of the confoiracy was found hidden h 
a meal-tub. This was a defign againft Oates ; for his 
perjuries had drawn upon him the furious refenrmer: 
of the catholic party : they were determined to take 
away his life , by the fame falfe evidence by which 
he had taken the lives of fo many of their fraternity. 

Of all thefe plots tending to difturb the peace 
of the kingdom, it is faid the earl of Shafteftury 
was at the bottom : he had been a member of the 
long parliament in the civil wars, and had gained 
•great influence among the prefbyterians ; he h*J 
infmuated Limfelf into the confidence of Crom- 
well , and afterwards employed his credit in for* 
warding the reftoration ; he had been made one 
of the privy -council in the prefent reign , but was 
ijefted thence for the duplicity of his conduct, 
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he was pofleffed of uncommon abilities , joined with 
turbulence , diflimulation , and unbounded ambition; 
It was thought that this nobleman , in revenge for 
his difgrace at court., headed the demagogue faction* 
and alarmed the king with unceafing dangers. 

He artfully increafed the people's apprehenfionf 
of a popfltih fucceffor , and by his intereft , brought 
a bill into the houfe of commons for the exclufioA 
of James duke of York from the fucceflion. la 
the national animofity raifed again ft papifts , it was 
no difficult matter to have it parted through thg 
houfe of commons ; but , being prefented to the 
houfe of peers , it was thrown out by a great ma* 
jority. 

The commons were greatly incenfed at this re> 
pwlfe, but particularly their anger fell upon the 
earl of Halifax , who exerted himfelf in the oppo- . 
fitton. Halifax difregarded their anger , fecure ill 
confcious innocence. But their rage fell with 
more weight upon lord Stafford , who had long 
been a pritoner in the Tower, upon the depofitioa 
of pates. Notwithftanding hts age , his weak i»- 
tellers P and the juftnefs of his defence ,• he was 
arraigned , condemned , and executed for a pldt 
which had its only' foundation in perjury and fub- 
ornation. All things threatened a retlewal of 
the former troubles from which the kingdom had 
been but lately fet free. The commons prefented 
petition after petition to the king, defiring the 
punifhment of papifts, and the a- * j\ .gg . 
bridgeraent of the royal prerogative. * "• * 

They feemed willing to intimidate the king , or to 
inflame the nation. At length Charles fhewed a 
degree of fortitude tint furprifcd even his friends; 
he rejected their petitions with, contempt , and 
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diflblved the parliament that had abufed their 
power. 

The ftate of the nation at that time , with re* 
gard to religion , was thus : The principal men at 
court , if they profefled any , were of the eftablifhed 
church; fo were all the men of great property, as 
well as the dregs of the people ; but that body of 
men who voted at elections, placed between a flare 
of opulence and penury , were in general prefty 
teriahs : they were , therefore , willing to return re- 
presentatives only of that perfualion. 

Charles , however , was refolved to try one par- 
liament more, and appointed them to meet him at 
Oxford , the city of London having long been 
difpleafing , by reafon of their republican princi- 
ples v The new parliament , however f feemed ftill 
snore turbulent than the former ; the members came 
armed , and attended by their friends and ad- 
herents , as if they expected to fight , and hot to de« 
liberate : the representatives of London were, 
in particular , attended by a numerous body of 
horfemen, wearing cockades, infcribed , No Popery! 
JV0 Slavery ! To declaim again A popery , was the 
VOice of faction in the laft reign , and iuch it was 
in the prefent. The fame fpirit that had animat- 
ed the former parliament , feemed redoubled in 

. this. They infilled on the bill for excluding the 
duke of York from the' fucceffion ; they periifted 
in declaring that all papifts fliould be banifhd, 
and their children educated in the proteftant "reli- 
gtori ; that the doctrine of paflive obedience was 

injurious to the rights of fociety. In a word , the 
leaders of the oppofition were refolved to be dif- 
pleafed with every meafure the king could propofe, 

Tand prepared to recall the former ariftocracy into 
the kingdom. Charles, feeing that nothing could 
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be expe&ed from counfels. managed by party , and 
not deliberation , once more ditiblved this parlia- 
ment , with a ftedfafi resolution of never calling 
another. 

This was a ftroke they had never expeded,* 
and which the times alone could jufliry. From 
the moment the royal and parliamentary commo- 
tions were ended , Charles feemed to rule with 
defpotic power , and was refolved, to leave to hi* 
fucceflbr the faults and the misfortunes of his 
adminiftration. His temper , which had been al- 
ways eafy and merciful, became arbitrary, and even: 
cruel ; he entertained fpies and. informers round 
the throne , and imprifoned all fuch as he thought 
moft daring in their defigns. . He refolved to 
humble the prefbyterians ; thefe were divefled of 
their employments , and their placed filled with fuch 
as approved the doctrine of non*refiftance. The 
clergy teftified their zeal to the court by their wrif* 
ings and fermons. The partizansof the king were 
moft numerous, but thofe of the oppofite fa&ion 
were mod enterprifing : the mutual animofity of 
each was inflamed into rage and rancour, and the 
king openly; declared Ihirrifelf jat the head of a fa&ion* > 
The city of London particularly fell under- fas re- 
fehtment; he, deprived them of their charter , and 
only reftored it when he had fubje&ed the elefiion' 
of the magistrates to his immediate authority. 

Such an arbitrary adminiAration could not fail 
of exciting new infurre&ions. Several noblemen , a* 
mong whom were th& duke tffMonjnouth , the king's 
natunil fan * the lords, Shafteft^Hy , RuiFel , Grey t 
andoth^Syenteredintaacembiriarion .* «&*•—„, 
to deftroy the king* which was called - jj£ t "S« 
afterwards the Rptfarft Pkt. The* cbnfpirators 
met at the houfeof one Shepherd, a wine-merchant,: 

Vol. II. / D * 
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where they promifed a; rifing in London , BriM 
Devon Aure , and Chefhire. They'agreed upon a de- 
claration for juftifytng their defign ; kit the fcheme 
was at firft delayed from the difficulty of the prepa- 
rations previous to taking the field, fcndfoon after 
difcovered by one Keiking, wboexpeded to earn 
a pardon for himfelf by impeaching nis affociates. 
As the plot began ta open, new informers came 
in ; Monmouth abfeonded-, Grey efcaped the mef- 
fcnger who had been fent to art eft iiim , RuiTel 
was committed to the Tower, and Shafteftury, 
who forcfaw the danger, had taken refuge in Hoi' 
feed. Lord Effex, Sidney, the famous Tegiflator, 
and Hampden , grandfon to him of that ntfsie who 
tefufed to pay the tar of flrip-mctaey i ^ere iafonn- 
id againft i and committed to confinement. 

The principal informer npon this occafion wa 
lord Howard , a man every way debauched , and who 
was wilting t6 accept infamy tor fafety,: by his evi- 
dence Ruffel and Sidney were condemned* and died 
with that intrepidity wkkh was worthy a better 
caufc. While tfiefe men were tkns executed , Moo- 
mouth was in the mean time folicUt&£ his pardoaj 
and. he who was tkioft culpably as his oriiftc W 
mo ft unnatural , efefily obtained It. 

The feveriries exercifed in the latter part of tins 
reign arofe "merely from the influence of the duke 
of York , who was as much inoHwed 10 cruelty by 
Jiature , as bra brother Charles iwas prone to ibr- 
gtvenefo His authority was become terrible evefl 
to the mtniftry : by his adtfce the fcfrig feifcd 
ppon fell the charters of *he corporttti&nss *n ord» 
to extort money for having tfcem renewed. Par* 
fclity and oppreffion were the ihftremfents of M* 
power , and bigotry and innovation the obfeSs of 
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its wi/h. At this period the reign, of Charles was 
is abfoiute as that of any monarch in chriftcndom , 
md new di (contents and treafons were fecretly cfif- 
ftifing their poifon , while the fpirit of liberty ftill 
ftruggled bard again ft the fpirit of obedience , which 
the clergy attempted to inculcate. Another civil war 
threatened the nation , ftili more dreadful than the 
former , as the forces were more equally divided : butf 
Charles happily died before thofe calamities could 
return ; he was fuddenly feifed with an apopledie 
fit , in the fifty-fourth year of his age , and the twenty- 
fifth of his reign. The people though they defpiied 
his adminiftratioa , loved his perfoa ; they were wilt- 
ing to bear with the faults of one , whofe whole 
behaviour was a continued in fiance of good natuie 
and affability: but they were by no means willing to 
grant the fame indulgence to his fuccefibr , whom 
they bated for Ms pride , his religion , his cruelty, 
and connections. He was unfit to walk in the irre- 
gular fteps of his predeceffor ; and , when he pur- 
fued the feme rout, fatal experience foon convinced 
him , that he had at once miftaken himfelf and the 
people he attempted to command. 

But, though England , during the reign of 
Charles , feemed , in fome meafure , agitated like 
the, ocean -after a ftorm, yet commerce continued 
to increafe with its ufual celerity and fiiccefs. 
The rnanufa&ure of certain fiufls , giafs , copper, 
fteel , paper , hats , and dockings , was now brought 
to perfe&ion. tf^on the banifhtng the proteftants 
from France , numbers came and fettled here <artd 
brought their arts with them. This application 
to arts and commerce gave England great weight 
in the balance of Europe ; Britain became the cen- 
ter of 'politics and arms. Though literature was but 
little encouraged by the fovereign , y et the learned 
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made great proficiency in every department of fcl- 
ence ; and the philofophers of England began to take 
the lead* Newton , Tillotfon , Burnet , Hebbes , 
and Shaftefcury , enlarged the land-marks of hu- 
man knowledge ; Butler , Dryden , Otway , gave 
ftrength and propriety to the language. In a word, 
the character of the nation now began to alter; 
the natural rudenefs of the inhabitants began to 
take a poliili from good breeding , and Britifh fero- 
city to meliorate into focial politenefs*. 



LETTER XLVII. 



AS we defcend, we find the materials: for Eng- 
lish hiftory increafe : the minuteft tranfadions are 
recorded with prolixity ; and thefe , however dry 
and unimproving to fome , are yet both interesting 
and fatisfacWy to others. In luch a profufion of 
materials I rauft be content rather to give the fpi- 
rit of the following reigns , than pretend to exhibit 
an hiftorical detail of particular interests and in- 
trigues; It will be enough to mark thofe ftrong out- 
lines that may probably efcape the wreck of time, 
-when the internal colouring fhall fade. As hiftory 
increafes in time by the addition of new events , an 
epitome becomes more neceffary to abridge its ex- 
crefcences. 

The duke of York, who fuccetded his brother, 

rj n _/q. with the title of king James the fe« 
ja.u. 1004. cond> had becn bred a pap y| f and 

was ftrongly bigotted to his principles. It is the 
property of that religion , almoft ever , to conrraS 
the fphere of the understanding ; and , until peo- 
ple are, in fome meafure t difengaged from its 
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prejudices , it is impoflible to lay a juft claim to 
extenfive views , or confiftency of defign. The 
intellects of this prince were naturally weak , and 
his bigotted principles flill rendered them more 
feeble : he conceived the ridiculous pro j eft of 
reigning in the arbitrary manner of his predecef- 
for, and changing the eftabliihed religion of his 
country , ttA.time when his perfon .was hated , 
and * the iffTMbed religion was univerfally ap- 
proved. TIJf 

The people of England were now entirely 
changed from what they had been in the times of 
Henry, Mary, and Elizabeth, who had altered 
religion at will. Learning was now as much cul- 
tivated by the laity as by the priefthood; every 
man now pretended to think for himfelf , and had 
rational grounds for his opinion. In the begin- 
ning of the reformation the monarchs had only to 
bring over the clergy , in order totally, to change 
the modes of belief; for the people were entirely 
guided by their paflors. To influence the prieifc- 
hood was an eafy talk : the hopes of preferment , 
or the fears of degradation , entirely fubje&ed the 
confeiences of the clergy to the royal will. Such 
it was then : but the circumftances of the nation 
were, at prefent, entirely altered; and to make a 
change in religion , it would have been neceflary 
to tamper with every individual in the flate. Bur 
James had no idea of the alteration of circumftances ; 
his fituation , he thought , fupplied him with au- 
thority , and his zeal furnifhed him with hope of 
accomplishing this chimerical defign. 

The fuccew he met with in crufhing a rebellion , 
in the opening of his reign , feemed to promife a 
favourable omen towards the completion of his 
wifhes. The duke of Monmouth , who had long 

D 3 
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keen at the head of fa&ion , and inflamed all the 
difcontent that molefted the late king's reign , was 
now refolverf to aim at the crown. He was the 
darling of the people ; and fome averred that the 
king had married his mother, and owned his legi- 
timacy at his death. The earl of Argyll feconded 
his views , and they formed the fcheme of a double 
jnfurre&ion. Argyll firft landed in Gotland , pub- 

jt n r Q liihed his manifenoetffjfe himfelf at 
j*. u. io»5. the head of tWQ dld ^J| five hun . 

rfred men, and attempted to influerflfe the nation; 
but a formidable body of the king's forces coming 
again/t him, his army fell away, and he hiraielf, 
after being wounded in attempting to efcape , was 
taken by a peafant , (landing up to his neck in -wa- 
ter. Being brought to Edinburgh , he prepared for 
his death , well knowing that it was not in the king's 
nature to forgive an enemy. 

. The duke of Monmouth was not more fortu- 
nate : he failed from the Texel with three veflels, 
and arrived on the coafts of Dorfetfh'rre with 
about -fourfcore followers. The country foon flock- 
ed in to his ftandard , and in two days his army 
was increafed to two thoufand men. The earl of 
Feverfham was fent to oppofe him , and took poft 
at Sedgemore, a village in Somerferfhire. Mon- 
mouth refolved to right him; and began his march 
about eleven in the night, with profound filence; 
/but the royalifts were prepared for bts reception. 
The a6Hon began at day -break. Lord Grey , who 
commanded the duke of Monmouth's horfe , <was 
routed at the firft onfet. The duke at the h^ad 
of his infantry, bravely maintained his ground, 
until he was charged in flank by the enemy's horfe, 
who had been juft now vi&orious. A total rout 
enfued ; three hundred were kilted in the engage- 
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tnent , and a. tbouiand in purfuit.. The dul^e 
efcaped the carnage, and, iaadhephcr^'sdiig^i^^ 
fl^d on foot,, attended by a fciibful companion, 
Who had followed his fQijtunes into England. Thus 
they travelled onward towards D.orfetfhije > till , 
quite e^hauifed with hunger and fatigue * they lay 
down m a field i and covered thercielve* with {tum- 
ble. In &$ forlorn, fituation He was, found*, wi(h 
fojme p£afe in his, pocket , which, he had gathered 
in the field? £0 iuftain life. His fpirit funk Mfitfc 
bis wisfatw^ $ he wwts to the king.; imploded 
his «gr$y> -The king gave him: an audience, as if 
willing- to, fejis.fy , his vengeance with the fight of a 
rival's nufery ; hut h$ death. was determined,, and 
no ia#fea$ies could extort royal clemency. On 
the ftajfcld he refumed his fprmer courage , hand- 
Jed the a*# declared that he meant well to the na r 
tion ,; dod bis h$ad was, cut off, butWt till after \b/$ 

third JM©«, \ : ■ 

Itat-it were happy for the .nation, and fortunate 
for the king * if tnej blood that was already fhed had 
been thought 9 fufficient* expiation for the late of 1 - 
feoce. The victorious army behaved with the moft 
(a vags cruelty to the prifoners taken after the battle. 
Their inhumanity was properly fcconded by Jeffe- 
ries, who<w^s ienton theweftern circuit to try the 
infurgews* His furious* thirft of blood being in- 
flamed by Qonti^ijal iptoxication * he threatened, 
calumniated, and. threw adde every appearance of 
cleine^f Yk Men afcd *rpmen incUicrinunately felt 
the effects of his favage zeal ; and not lefs than {wo 
hundred and fifty petfons expired under circum- 
ftance* of wanton, cruelty. Cruel kings eyer find 
cruej minifters, " ' \ 

It was nq$ to. be expe/Sect, that thefe butcheries 
Covfri&qp'tiS thp feng' the Iqve or the confidence 

* V 4 
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of his people , or tend to alter their opinion* , as 
'they rather excited the fecret 'abhorrence of every 
honefl man ; yet he thought this a. time favour- 
able for the carrying on his fcheme of religion and 
arbitrary government. An attempt at arbitrary 
power in Charles was , in fome meafure ; excuf- 
able , as he had a republican faction to oppofe ; and 
it might have been prudent at that time to over- 
step jujftice , in order- to attain fecurity : but th* 
fame defiens in James were as unneceflary- as 
impracticable , fince there were few repubikariS re- 
maining , and the people were fatisfied with limited 
Monarchy. But this weak and deluded s monarch 
was refolved to imitate one or two princes of Eu- 
rope , who had jtift before" rendered themfelves 
abfolute ; and he was incited to this project by 
lewis XIV, who fecretly defircd-his*leftru6tioru 
Thus inftigatedy Ije- began his defigns with the 
meafures wjiich he fliould not have ufed' till their 
icompleilion. He : fent a fplendid enuSaffy no Rome ? 
to acknowledge his obedience to the pope, Inno- 
cent, who then fitted the chair, was too good a 
politician to approve of fuch childifh meafures, and 
gave his ambaffador a very cool reception. He was 
fcnfible that the king was openly ftriking at thofe 
laws and opinions, which it Was his bufinefe to 
undermine in filence and fecority. The cardinals 
•were even heard* facetioufly to declare jthai the king 
should be excommunicated for thus endeavouring to 
overturn the fmall remains of popery thai ftM fiibfiftcd 

In England. 

James notwithstanding thefe difcouragements 
was yet refolved to profecute his favourite fcheme 
with vigour. Upon eyery occafion the catholics 
•Glared his confidence and .favour. Hugh Peters y 
his confeflbr, ruled his conlbiende^ and drove Wim 
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blindly forward to attempt innovation* He be* 
came every day more an4 more ambitious of mak* 
ing Converts; the earl of Sunderland facrificed hi* 
religion to his ambition 5 the earl of Rochefter lolt 
his employment of treasurer , for refuting to alter 
his religion. The king (looped fo low as. to hi* 
officers : a rough foldier one day anfwered hte re* 
momlrances by faying he was pre-engaged , for 
he had promifed the king of Morocco , when h« 
was quartered at Tangiers , that, fhould he ever 
change his religion , he would turn Mahometan. 

An ecclefiaftical court was erected with power 
to puniih -all delinquents, or f^eh fo * n ^ 
reputed by the court, with all man* mU * l68 °* 
ner of ecclefiaftical cenfures. The vice-chancel- 
lor of Cambridge was fummoned before this court 
for having refufed to admit one Francis , a Bene* 
di&ine monk, to the degree of m after of drts t 
the vice-chancellor was deprived of his office, but 
the. univerfity perfifted in their refufal , and th* 
king thought proper to defift from his purpole* 
The vice-prefident and fellows of Magdalen col- 
lege in Oxford were treated with more feverity* 
^hey refufed to admit one Farmer, a new convert, 
and dne of a profligate life , who was nominated 
by the king to the place of prefident, now become* 
vacant. The king next nominated Parker, bifliop 
of Oxford ; but he was equally obnoxious for the 
fame reafons. The king repaired in perfofl to 
Oxford : he reproached the fellows with infolence 
and difobedience ; but neither he, nor his mini- 
ilers, could prevail to alttr >he refolutions of thi* 
fociety. The fellow* were e^elled by his order 9 
and their places filled with p*pifts ., who he knew 
would be more obedient to his commands. 

His defigns hitherto wese fufficiently manifgfi; 

D f 
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but he war now r efolved entirely to throw off the 
maik. By his permiflion the pope's nuncio made 
fats public entry into Windfor in his pontificals > 
preceded by the crofs , and attended by a great 
number of monks , in the habit of their refpe&tvc 
orders. He next published a declaration for liber- 
ty of confeience , by which all reftraints upon po- 
pery were taken away. The church of England 
took the alarm. The peculiar animofity of the peo- 
ple againft. the catholic religion proceeded not left 
front religion than temporal motives. It is the 
fpirit of that* religion to favour arbitrary power, 
and its reproach *b encourage perfecutton. The 
Englifh. had too often fmarted tinder both , to be 
willing again to fubmit to either. Seven bifhops, 
who had received the king's exprefs orders to caufe 
this declaration of liberty of confeience to be read 
in their churches, refufed to comply. They drew 
up a modeft petition to excufe their refufal , which 
only ferved to increafe the king's refentment and 
rage. They were cited before the council , and 

J n aq ft"*' adhered to their former resolution 
jl. u. io* 7 . wiA that fipmncfs which is the cha . 

rafteriftic of virtue. The attorney * general was 
ordered td profecute them for publishing {edition , 
and abridging the king's prerogative. They were 
committed prifoners to the Tower , conducted 
thither *midft the prayers and condolence of an 
incredible multitude of the populace, who regarded 
them as fufferers for truth. The day appointed 
for their trial arrived. The caufe was looked 
upon as the crifis of Englifh freedom. The council 
managed the debate on bo'h fides with learning 
and candour : the jury withdrew; into a chamber , 
where they pafled the whole night , but next morn- 
ing returned into court, and declared 'the bifhops 
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Mf guilty. The J$y of the people, on this occa* 
fiocb, was inexpreffible : the whole city , and thp 
country around , feemed a{ once to catch tbe fhouts 
of exultation; they $ven reached the camp, where 
the king was then filing at dinner^, who heard thenj 
with indigoajion ajid a.m^ement. 

If tbebi&ops teftifted the reajjjpefs of martyrs 
in fnppqrt erf thrill re4jqjpn f Jarnes fhewed no Jefs 
ohftinacy 13 his;?i^tempts towards the efta^liihmenc 
of his- own* FidMftftg &e clergy adyerfe to hisr 
<lefigns, he next tried what he could do with the 
army. He thought* \f one regiment would proijjife; 
implicit obedience , their example would foon induce 
wsberato the feme compliance. He ordered one 
trf" theiregimeets 10 be df&wn up in his prefen.ee f 
and defired, that f*ck as, were againft his late de r 
daratam o*Ubwy ifeftujfl lay down their arms. 
He was farprifed to foe the w$ole battalion jtrouna 
their arms , e*eept tw* ©i&ce/s a-nd a few flamaff 
catholic foldiers, 

©ppofirion only ferve.d to increafe the mfatuated 
raonai*h ? * seal ; he was e^tinually ftimulate<| 
by his queen and his. priefts to proceed rafhry qay 
ward. But he was particularly urged on by the 
Jefoit Peters , his confeflbr , art ambitious and in* 
tngutng prieft, whom fome hiftorians have evert 
acoufed of being the creature of the prince of 
Orange* the king's fon-in-fow , who had long 
fince coneeived hopes of fejfing the crown. James 
»w, therefore, i(Tued orders for prQfecutinjg alt 
thafe clergymen who had. forborne to read his de- 
claration. He ^placed one Gifford 9 a doftor of 
theSorbprme, at the head ofMagdalen-coilege,and 
Hkewife nominated him to the fee of Oxford, 
lately become vacant. JLytry , member of the 
church tf England n«w few their danger > a&d 
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whigs and Tories united their efforts to oppofe 
it. 

William , prince of Orange , bad married Mary 
the daughter of king James. This prince had been 
early immerfed in danger, calamities* and politics; 
the defigns. of France, and thd turbulence of Hot- 
land , had fervql to fharpen his talents, and -given 
him a propenfity for intrigue* This great politician 
and foldier concealed /beneath ^phlegmatic appear- 
ance, a moft violent and bouMefs ambition; all 
his actions were levelled at power , while his diC- 
coarfe never betrayed the wifhes of his heart. His 
temper was cold and fevere , his genius afiive and 
piercing ; he was valiant without oftentation , and 
politic without atldrefs ; difdaining the pleafures , or 
the elegancies of life, yet eager after the phantom 
of pre-errrlndnce. He was no ftranget to the mur- 
murs of the Englifh , and was refolved to turn them 
tohis imereft f he therefore accepted the invita- 
tions of the nobility and others, and ftill more will- 
ingly embarked in the caufe, as he found the maMe- 
contents had concerted their meafures with pru- 
dence and fecrecy. 

A fleet was equipped fufKcient to* tranfport fif- 
teen thoufand troqf>s;*and it was at firft given out 
that this armament was defigned againft France* 
James, at length, began to fee his own errors and 
the difcontems of the people : he would now have 
retrafled his meafures in favour of popery , but it 
was too late ; the fleet of the prince was already- 
failed , and had landed thirteen thoufand troops at 
the village of Broxholme , in Torbay. 

The expectations of the prince of Orange ieenicd, 
at firft , to be fruftrated ; very few Engliflimen ofc 
fered him their fervices, though the people werei 
in -general , well affected to his defign. Slight re*- 
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pirHes were not Aifftcient to intimidate a general 
who had, from early youth > encountered adves- 
fity : he continued ten days in expectation of be- 
jngi joined by the maleoontents without fuccefs; 
but-, jiift'when he began"*© deliberate about reim- 
barking his forces ;he was joined by fevera\perfon& 
of conference , and the country-people came flock- 
ing to <his {hndard. Prom this day his number* 
bcgia -to. increafe ; the nobility, which had com- 
posed the court and council of king James , oMf 
left- their old mailer to fohcit protection from We 
new. 

Lewis; XIV . had long fbrefeen this defeftion^ 
and had formerly offered the king thirty thoufand 
men for his fecurity. This was then refnfed by 
James„ by theiadvice of Sunderlan^l , "his favourite, 
who was fecretly in the intereft gS Jhp prince of 
Orange. James , * however , now^e^efted affift- 
ance from France ,- when it was too late. He 
wrote in /vain to Leopold , emperor of Germany f 
who only returned for anfwer , that what he had 
forefeeen had -happened. He had fome dependence 
on his fleet, but they were entirely difaifeded. In 
a word , his inter-efts were deferted by all ; for he 
had long deferted them himfelf. He was at the 
head of an army of twenty thou(and ^nen , and it 
is poffiblev that, had he led them to the combat 
without granting them thne for deliberation , they 
might have fought in his favour : but he was in- 
volved in a maze of fears and fufpicions ; the de* 
feftionof thofe he moft confided in took away hU 
power of deliberation , and his perplexity was in- 
creased, when told that the prince of Denmark 
and Anne, his favourite daughter, had gone ove* 
to the prince- of Orange. In this exigence he 
could not reprefs his tears , and in the agony of his. 



98 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

heart was heard to exclaim, <?od kelp mc 9 my awn 
children have forfaken ml 

• He now hung over the precipice of definition ! 
invaded Jby one fon-i&-law , abandoned by another , 
hated fay his fubjcfts,, and deteft^d by thofe who 
tiad differed beneath his cruelty. He affembled the 
few noblemen who ftill adhered to his interests, and 
demanded their advice and affiftance. Addreffing 
bimfelf to the earl of Bedford, father to lord Rutt 
flk who was beheaded by James's intrigues in the 
^Keding reign , My font. % feid he , yam are an, hone ft 
man , have great credit , and can do mefignalfervice* Ah, 
Sir , replied tjie earl , / a m old and feeble , J can. do 
you but little ferric* ; but I once had a fon that could 
ikave affifted you , but he is nomore* James was fo 
ftruck with this^reply, that he eould not fpeak for 
fome minute. ^ 

- The kinP^W naturally timid; and fome conn* 
feHors about him , either mating his fears, or bribed 
by the prince, contributed to increafe his appro* 
henfions. They reminded him of the fate of 
Charles J, and aggravated the turbulence of the 
people. He was, at length, perfuaded to think of 
flying from a nation, he could no longer govern * 
and of talcing refuse at die court of France, where 
he was fure of folding aflfiftanee and prote&km. 
Thus intruded , he firft feat away his queen, who 
arrived fafely at Calais; and foon after, difguifing 
himfelf in a plain drefs , he went down to Fever- 
fharm , and embarked on board a fmall veffel ,for 
France. But his misfortunes ftill continued to 
follow him ; the yeffel was detained by the com* 
snon people* who, not knowing their fovereign , 
robbed , infulted 3 and abufed him. He was now 
perfuaded by the earl of Winchelfea to return u» 
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London , where he was once more received amidfii 
the acclamations of the people. 

The return of James was by no means agreeable 
to William , though he well knew how, to diffemblej 
It was his intereft and his defign to increafe the for- 
faken monarch's apprehenfions , fo as to induce 
him to fly. He therefore received the news of Jus 
return with a haughty air, and ordered him to 
leave Whitehall , and to retire to Richmond. The 
king remonftrated againft Richmond, and defired 
that Rochester might be appointed as the place of 
his abode. The prince perceived his intention 
was to leave the kingdom ; nor did one wifli for 
flight more ardently than the other defired him away. 
The king foon concurred with his defigns : after 
flaying but a fhort time at Rochefter , he fled to 
the fea-fide 9 attended by his natural fon the 
duke of Berwick , where he embarked for France, 
and arrivexHn fafety , to enjoy , for the reft of life, . 
the empty title of a king, and the appellation of a 
faint , a title which ftill flattered him more. There: 
he continued to refide among a people who pitied * 
ridiculed, and defpifed him. He enrolled himfeb? 
in the order of Jetuits ; and the court of Rome, 
for whom he had loft ail , repaid him only with in? 
diligences and pafqutnades. 

From this moment the constitution of England * 
that had fluctuated for fo many ages , was fixed. 
The nation ; represented by its parliament , deter- 
mined the long contested limits between the king 
and the people : they prefcribed to the prince of 
Orange the terms by which he was to rule ; they 
chofe him for king, jointly with Mary , who was 
die next proteftant heir to the crown. They were 
crowned by the titles of William III and Mary % 
king and queen of England. The prince faw h& 
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ambition at length gratified; and his wifdom was 
repaid with that crown which die folly of his pre-, 
deceffor had given away. 

LETTER XLVI1I. 

. I HOUGH William Was chofen king of Eng- 
land y his power was limited on every fide ; and the 
oppofition he met with from his parliaments flili 
leflerted his authority. His fway in Holland , where 
he was but the ftadtholder , was far more arbitrary ; 
fo that he might , with greater propriery , have 
been called the king of the United Provinces , and 
the ftadtholder of England. He was not fufficiently 
acquainted with the difficulty of governing the 
nation by which he was elected : he etfpe&ed in 
them a people ready to fecond die views of his 
ambition in humbling France ; but he found them 
more apt to fear for the invafion of their domeftic 
liberties from htmfelf. 

His reign commenced 9 however , with the fame 
attempt which had been the principal caufe of all 
the difturbances in the preceding reign, and had ex* 
eluded the monarch from the throne. William was 
a calvinift, and naturally averfe to perfecution. 
He therefore began by attempting to repeal thofe 
laws that enjoined uniformity of worfhip ; and , 
though he cbuld not entirely Uicceed in his defign , 

Set a toleration was granted to fuch diffenters as 
lould take the oaths of allegiance , and hold no 
private conventicles. The papifts alfo enjoyed the 
lenity of his government ; and , though the laws 
againft them continued . to fubiift , yet they were 
feldom put into rigorous execution. What wa* 
criminal in James was virtuous in his fucceffor ; 
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James only wanted to introduce perfecution, by 
pretending to difown it; William was averfe to 
.perfecution from principle, and* none fuffered fqjr 
religious opinions during his reign. 

But, though William was. acknowledged in Erig-- 
land, Scotland- was ftill undetermined. The par- 
liament of. that country 9 however, foon recognized 
his authority, and- took that opportunity to aboiiftt 
epifcopacy, which, had been long difagreeable to 

. the nation. Nothing now remained to the depot 
edt monarch i of ail his former dominions , bttf 
.Ireland. HUicauf&was efpOtifcd by ail the cathor 
lies of that ' country v who were much more nume- 
rous there: than thofe^of tlje pro t eft ant perfua- _ 
fion. The 'king of Frartc^, either touched witji 
companion for his fufierings , or willing to weaken 
■a- rival kingdom by promoting its internal dUTe%- 
ftons., {granted Jame£ a fleet and fome troops , to 

. jaffert^ his claims there. On the feventh day of 
•May this; .unhappy monarch, embarked at Br eft,, 
and' oh the twenty- fecond- arrived at Kinfaie. He 
was- received by. the catholics of Ireland with open 
arms; The proteftants, who were unanimously at*- 
tac bed to king William , had been previoufly dik 
armed by Tyrconnel, their lord Jieutenant , and a 
papift. James made his public entry into Dublin j, 
arradft the acclamations # of the inhabitants. He 
was 'met by a popiiK proedffion , bearing the haft* 
which he publickly adored ; and this ferved to alie- 
nate die few protectants of that kingdom who 
ftill adhered to his caufe. A fmall party of that 
religion were refoived to defend their lives and li- 
berties in the little city of Londonderry, They 
were befieged by the forces of king James , and fuf- 

. fqred all the complicated miferies of war j famine, 

;and bigoted cracky i but^. determined, r^ever to 
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yield , they reje&cd capitulation , and always re- 
pulfed the benegers with considerable low* At 
length , Supplies and fuccours arriving from Eng- 
'^ r> /o land, king James's army thought proper 
AZ7. 16H9. t0 , rai f eth€ ,fiege. 

The cruelties exerctfed upon the protectants were 
*s fhocktag as uitneceffary; foldiers were permit- 
ted to pillage them without redrefs, and they wene 
compelled to accept baft money in exchange for 
thofe commodities they were forced to fell. But 
%heir fufferings were foort «o have* a period. The 
Aike of Scbomberg v was fent over with affiftance; 
*nd William himfelf foon after followed, and landed 
at Carrickfergus. He was met by number* of 
the protectants who ]pd fled from persecution -; 
and now , at the head of fix and thirty thoufand 
mea, he was : red>lrVed to & in qtieft of the ene- 
my. Having marched to DundaUt , and- then to 
Ardee, he , at length » came in fight of the- Irifii 
army. The river Boyne lay between the two ar- 
mies, the front of the Irim being fecured by a 
morafe and a riflng ground Thefe obftaele? were 
inefficient to prevent the ardour of William , who , 
"when his friend the duke of Schomberg expostu- 
lated upon the danger , boldly replied , That a 
♦tardy victory would be worfe than a defeat The 
duke, finding his advice not relifhed, retired to 
his tent in a melancholy manner , as if he had a 
prefcience of his own misfortune. Early in the 
^morning , at fix o'clock , king William gave or- 
ders to pafs the river .* the army paficd in three dif- 
ferent places , and the battle began with umifual vi- 
gour^ The Irifli troops , which have been reckoned 
the be A in Europe abroad, have always fought in- 
differently at home !> they fled, after a long reft ft. 
«nce , with precipitation , and left die French and 
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Swifs regiments „ who came to their afliftance * to 
make the beft retreat they could William led e? 
his horfe in perfon, and contributed, by his ac- 
tivity and vigilance , % to fecure the vi&ory. James 
was not in the battle, but flood aloof, during the 
action , on the hill of Dunreore , furrounded wick 
fome fquadrons of horfe * and , at intervals 9 was 
heard to exclaim, when he faw his own troops re- 
putting the enemy, O fpare my English fubjeBsi 
The Irifh loft about fifteen hundred men , and the 
Englifh about one third of that number ; but thp 
death of the duke of Schqmberg, who was ihoit 
as he was eroding the water , feemed to outweigh 
all the numbers of the enemy. He had been lone 
a foldier of fqrtune , and fought under ahnoft 
every power in Europe. His fkill in war was uq- 
paralleled , and his fidelity equal to his courage 
-The number of battles in which he had been per* 
fonally engaged , was faid to equal the number of 
his years; and he died aged eighty- two. James 
fled , regardlefs of the fafety of his foldiers. Wil- 
liam rode, round the fcene ot Slaughter , relieving the 
wounded 9 as well of the enemy's troops as bis own. 
O Regan , an old Irifh captain , was heard to fay \ 
upon thisoccafion, That, if the Englifh would ex- 
change, generals, the conquered army would fight the 
battle over again. 

This blow totally deprefled the hopes of James.: 
lie fled to Dublin , advifed the magistrates to ge_t 
the bed terms they could from the vi6tor , then fet 
out for Waterford , where he embarked for France, 
in a veffel prepared' for his reception. Had he 
poffeffed either conduct or courage, he might flill 
have headed his troops, and fought with advan- 
tage; but prudence forfook him yr'Hh gqod fortune^. 
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His friends were ftill refolved to fecond his iff* 
terefts , though he had abandoned them himfelf. 
After his retreat, another defperate battle was 
fought at Aughrim , in which his adverfaries -were 
again victorious. Limerick, a ftrong city in the 
fouthernpart of the kingdom , ftill held out in his 
favour^ The city was befieged , and made a brave 
K A D 6 defence; but, defpairing of the king's 
• l 9 J * fortunes , the garrifon , at length , ca- 
pitulated. The Roman catholics , by this capituk- 
lation , were reftored to the enjoyment of fuch li- 
berty in the exercife of their religion as they had | 
poflefTed in the reign of Charles II, and about I 
fourteen thoufand of thofe who had fought in fa- 
vour of king James had permhUon to go over to 
•France; and tranfports were provided for their 
•reception. 

The conqueft of Ireland being thus completed , 
the only hopes of the fugitive king now depended 
on the afliftance of Lewis XIV, who prom i fed to 
make a defcent upon England in his favour. The 
French king was punctual; he fupplied the fu- 
gitive monarch with' an army confining of a body 
of French troops , fome English and Scotch re- 
fugees, and the Irifh regiments which had been 
tranfported from Limerick into France, by long 
difcipline now become excellent foldiers. This 
army was affembled between Cherburg and La 
Hogue : king James commanded it in perfon ; and 
more than three hundred tranfports were provided 
for landing it on the Engltfh fliore. Tourville , 
the Frencn admiral , at the head of fixty three, 
fhips of the line , was appointed to favour the de- 
fcent , and had orders to attack the enemy , if they 
•lhefcld attempt to oppofe him. All things con- 
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fyired to revive the hopes of the hitherto unfortu- 
nate king. 

Thefe preparations on the fide of France were 
foon known at the c#urt of England > a jy * 
and precautions were taken for a vi- ' ■ I0 9 2 « 
gorous oppofition : all the fecret machinations 
of the banifhed king's adherents were early dif- 
covered to 'the Englifh miniftry by fpies , and 
they took proper meafures to defeat them. Ad- 
miral Ruffel was ordered to put to fea with all 
poffible expedition; and he foon appeared . with 
ninety-nine fhips of the line , befides frigates and 
fire*fhips. Both fleets met at La Hogue. On the 
fuccefs of this engagement all the hopes of James 
depended ; but the victory was on the fide of the 
Englifh , and of numbers. The combat continued 
ten hours, and the purfuit two days. Fifteen French 
men of war were deftroyed ; and the blow was fo 
decifive , that from that time France feemed to re- 
linquifh her claims to the ocean. 

James was now reduced to the lowed ebb of de«* 
fpondence ; his designs upon England were quite 
frustrated : nothing was now left his friends but 
terrors and defpair , or the hopes of aflaffinating the 
monarch on the throne. Thefe bafe attempts , as 
barbarous as they were ufelefs , were not entirely 
difagreeable to the temper of James: it is faid, he 
encouraged and propoied them ; but they all ended 
in the deftrudion of their undertakers. He paffed 
the reft of his days at St. Germain*, a penfioner 
on die bounties of Lewis , and affifted by occafional 
liberaliries foam his daughter , and friends in Eng* 
land* He died irr 1700 , at St.- Germains. Some 
pretend that miracles were wrought at his tomb* 
We have fceo few depofed kings that have not dios) 

nsrith a reputation for fan&ity. 
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The defeat at La Hogue confirmed king Wil- 
liam's fafety and title to the crown ; the Jacobites 
were now a feeble and a difanited taAion : new 
parties therefore arofe among #thofe who had been 
friends of the revolution*, and William found as 
much oppofition from his parliament at home , as 
from the enemy in the field. His chief motive for 
accepting the crown was to engage England more 
deeply in the concerns of Europe. It bad ever 
been his ambition to bumble the French , whom 
he considered as the mod formidable enemies of 
tfhat liberty which he idolked ; and all his poli- 
tics hy in making alliances againft them. Many 
of the Englifh , tm the other hand , bad neither 
die fame aniraofiry agatnft the French , nor the fame 
tenors of their mcreafing power ; they therefore 
coirfidered the interefts of the nation as facrtficed 
to foreign connexions , and complained , that the 
war on the continent fell mo& heavhy on them , 
though they had the leaft intereft in its faccefs. To 
thefe motives of discontent was added his partiality 
to his own countrymen, in prejudice of his Eng* 
Itih fubje&s, together with his proud referve and 
fidleir fitence, fo unkke the behaviour of all their 
former kings. William heard' their complaints 
with the rnoft phlegmatic indifference : the intereft 
of Europe alone employed aU his attention r but 
while he mceffandy watched over the fchemes oi 
Contending kings and nations , he was unmindful 
of the cultivation of internal polity* Farriottfm 
was ridiculed as an ideal virtue; the pra&sce of 
bribing a majority in parliament became univer- 
sal. The example of the great was caught up by 
Ae vulgar rail principle, and even decency , was 
jpadaally Jwntfhed; tataro ky uncultivated ; and 
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the ignorant and profligate were received into fit* 
vOun 

• William, upon accepting the crown, was re* 
fotved to preserve, as much as he was able, the 
privileges of a fovereign. He was, as yet, in- 
tfrely olfacquaincetf with* the nature of a limited 
monarchy , w&icfa was not then thoroughly under* 
flood in- any pan of Europe , except in England 
atone ;4ie therefore often controverted the views 
4f bis parliament , and was dire&ed by arbitrary 
ooundb. One of the firft inftances of this was 
in the opposition he gave to the bill for triennial 
parliaments* « had patted the two houfes, and was 
font np to receive the royal aflent, which William 
nefufed to grant : the commons then voted , that 
whoever advifed the king to this meafure wa& an 
oitemy to his country. The bifl , thus rejeoed 9 
lay dormant for another feafonS and , being again 
brought in, jhe king found bimfelf obliged , though 
reluctantly, to comply. The fame oppofition , 
and the fame fuccefs , attended a bill for regulating 
trials in cafes of high treafon , by which the ac~ 
cu&d was allowed a copy of his indidment , and 
a Kft of the names of his jury * two days before 
Ms jrial, together with council to plead in his 
defence : that no perfon ihoutd be radioed , but 
upon the- oaths of two faithful witneffes. This 
*was one of the mob falutary taws that had been long 
feM&eti; hut while fpenal ftarutes were mitigated 
<m one hand , «hey were ftraipgely increased by a 
iiomber of others. 

The gr^at ouGrfefs of the ^parliament, from this 
period , teamed to cowfift in reftrwing corruption * 
•fid brkigmg Awh to juftice as had grown wealthy 
ftoto die ptafar tf th* pablidu The number of 
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laws that were now ena&ed every feflion feemed 
calculated for the fafety of the fubjed; but, in 
reality , were fymptoms of the univerfal corruption* 
The more corrupt the commonwealth, the more 
numerous are the laws. 

I William was willing to admit all the reftraints 
they chofe to lay on the royal prerogative tit Eng- 
land , upon condition of being properly fupplied 
with the means of humbling the power of France. 
War , and foreign politics", were all he knew , or 
defired to understand. The fums of money granted 
him for the profecution of this war were incredible; 
and the nation, not contented with furnifhing him 
with fuch fupplles as they were immediately ca- 
pable of raiting, involved themfelves in debts, 
which they have never fince been able to discharge. 
For all this profufion England received,' in return, 
the empty reward of military glory in Flanders, 
and the confcioufnefs of having given the Dutch, 
whom they faved, frequent opportunities of being 
ungrateful. 

The treaty of Ryfwick, at length, put an end 
rj jy • to a war, in which England bad en- 

* ' 97" gaged without intereA , and. came off 
without advantage. In the general pacification, for her 
blood and treafure , the only equivalent file received, 
Was , the king of France's acknowledgment of king 
William's title to the crown* 

The king, now freed from a foreign war , laid 
himfelf out to strengthen his authority at home. 
He conceived hopes of keeping up the forces that 
were granted-him in tlmfe ot war , during the con- 
tinuance of the peace ; but he , was not a littje mot" 
titled to find that 'the comropn* had pafleda vote, 
that, aU the force* .in Engltfhjpay , exceeding feven 

thoufand 
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ftoufand men ihould be forthwith diftanded; and 
tnat thofe retained fhould be natural EoglUh fubi» 
jeds. A (landing army was this monarch's treated 
delight ; he had been bred up ki tamps , ana knew 
no other pleasure but that of reviewing troops , or 
di&atiag to generals. He profefled hirnfejf there- 
fere entirely difpleafed with the propofat ; and his . 
indignation was kindled to fiich a pitch, that he 
•actually conceived a defign of abandoning rhe go- 
vernment. His minifters , however , diverted hint' 
from this refoiution , and pervaded him to con* 
fent to paffing the bill. Such were the alterca- 
tions between the king and his parliament ;. which' 
continued during his reign. He considered his 
commons as a fet of men defirons of power , and 
confeqoently rcfolved upon obftru&ing all his pro* 
lefts. He (eemed but little attached to any party 
in the houfe; he veered from whigs to tones , as 
intereft » or immediate exigence , demanded. Eng- 
land he considered as a place of labour s anxiety , 
and altercation, lie ufed to retire to h»s feat at 
Loo » in Hdliand , for thofe moments which he de- 
dicated to pleafure or tranquillity. It was in this 
Suiet retreat he planned the different fucceffions of 
urope, and laboured to undermine the politics 
of Lewis XIV , his infiriious rival in power an4 
in fame. Againft France his refentment was ever 
levelled , and ne had made vigorous preparations 
for entering into a new war with that kingdom , 
when death interrupted the execution A n _ 
of his fchemes. He was naturally of - u% I7 ° u 
a very feeble conftitution , and it was now almoft 
cxhaufted by a life of continual a&ion and care. 
He endeavoured to conceal' the increafe of his in* 
firmhies, and to repair his health by riding. In one 
yf his excurfions to Hampton-court , his horfe fell 
Vol. H. E 
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under him 9 and he himfelf was thrown off with 
fach violence that his collar-bone was fra&ured. 
This, in a robuft confttttttion , would have been 
a trifling misfortune , but to him it was fatal. Per- 
reiving his end approach , the objfcds of his for- 
mer care (till lay ne*t' his heart ; the interefts of 
Europe ftill filled him with concern. The earl 
of Albemarle arriving from Holland , he conferred 
with hifti in private on the pofture of affairs 
abroad. Two cfays after having received the facra- 
ment from archbtfhop Tertnifon , lie expired , in 
the fifty-fecondyear of his age , after having reigned 
thirteen years.' 

William left behind him the character of a great 
-politician , though he had never been popular ; and 
a formidable general , though he was leldom vifio- 
'rious : his deportment was grave and fuilen , nor 
•did he fliew any fire, but in the day of battle. 
He defpifed flattery , yet loved domihidn. Greater 
as the genet al of Holland , than the king of Eng- 
land ; to one he was a father , to the other a fuf- 
•picious friend. He fcrupled riot to employ the en- 
gines of corruption to gain his ends ; and while he 
Increafed the ]power ot the rtation he was brought 
over to goverrj , he contributed , in (bme meafure, 
to corrupt their morals. 

LETTER XLIX. 

TilE diftrefles occafioned by the death of pri* 
ces ate riot fo great, or fo fincere, as the furvi- 
•vors would fondly jjerfuade ' us. The lofs of king 
^William was , at nrft , thought irreparable ; but 
the profperity which the. kingdom Teemed to ac- 
quire unde.r his fucceflbr, queen Anne , (hewed the 
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•ontrary. This pnncefs was.the«£econd daughter 
of king June* by his ferft wife :£he was, by the 
vaotherfc fide:, descended 6om chancellor Hyde ; 
afterward earl of Clarendon ; add\had been mar- 
ried to the prince of Denmark* before her aocef- 
fomxo .the crowa*"She afcendcd*he throne in the 
thirty-eigiwh year.ofiher age,. hiving undergone 
many vidffitudes after ^he.qxpuifion of her father , 
aftd ^nyfev«re identifications during the reign of 
the late king;; biit^iwturally poffeffed <>f an even, 
ferene temper , flie either was infenfible of the difre- 
fytSt {hewn her, or hadwifdom to t conceal her re- 
ientment. 

She came %6 the thtene whh the fame hoftile drf- 
pofition towards France in which the late monarch 
died. She was wholly guided; by the counted of 
Marlborough, a woman of maiculine fpirit, and 
remarkable for intrigue , both in politics and gal- 
Jaritry. This lady advifed a vigorous exertion 6( 
tbe EngUih power againft France , as flie had al- 
ready marked the earl , her hu&and , for conducing* 
att the operations both in the cabinet and the field! 
Thus influenced , the queen took early meafures to 
confirm her allies, the Dutch, with affurances of 
union and affiftance. 

; Lewis XPV , now grown fiunitiar with dtfap- 
pointment and difgrace , yet dill (purring on an ex- 
hauited kingdom to fdcorid the views of- his ambi- 
tion , expected , from the death of king William , 
a field open for conquefts and dory. The vigi- 
lance of his late rival had Wafted his laurels , and 
circumfcribed his power ; for , even after a defeat, 
William (Hll was formidable* At the news of his 
death , therefore , the French monarch could not 
fupprefs his joy , and his court at Versailles feemed 
to have forgotten its ufual decorum in tbefincerity 

£ 2 
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of their rapture. But their pleafure was foqnto de« 
t ermine; a much more formidable. enemy was now 
rifing up to oppofc diem ; a more able warribur , and 
one hacked by the efforts of an indulgent miflreis 
and a willing nation. . 

Immediately upon the oueen'smcceffion , war was 
declared againft the Frcncn king , and that monarch 
was accufed of attempting to unite the crown of 
Spain to his own dominions * by placing his grand- 
fon upon the throne of that kingdom ; thus attempt- 
ing to deftroy the eouality of power among the ftates 
of Europe. This declaration was foon feconded 
with vigorous efforts ; an alliance was formed be- 
. fwetn the Imperialifls , the Dutch f and the Engliih , 
who contributed more to the fupport-of the war than 
r the other two united. Marlborough, was fent over 
to command the Engliih army , and the allies decla- 
red him generaliflimo of *U their forces. Never was 
a man better calculated for debate and aftipn than 
he; ferene in the midft of danger, and cool in all 
the fury of battle, While bis countefs governed 
the queen , his intrigues governed the kingdom. 
An indefatigable warriour while, in camp, and a 
jkiiful politician in courts ; he thus became the 
tnoft fatal enemy to France that England had pro- 
duced fince the conquering times of Crcffy and 
^zipcourt, 

This general had learned the art of war under 
the famous marihal Tureone , having been a volun- 
teer \n his army. He , at that time , went by the 
name of the fiandfome Englisfiman ; hut Turennc 
forefaw his future greatn^Sk He gave the firft 
proofs pf his wifdom by advancing the fubaltem 
officers, whofe merit had hitherto be$n negle&ed j 
he gained the enemy's pofts without fighting , ever 
advancing, aad wver lQfing on? *4vwtage wtigh 
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ht hW r gaiiied^ To> this general was A n ' M . 
oppof&'i on the fid* of France, the A v# s 7°* 
duke of Burgundy ^graqdfon of the king; a youth 
jBOr^^uaiykd to grace a court, than coaduft an ar- 
my : ih& marflial Bonders commanded under him , a 
wan of courage aada&ivfty. But thefc qualification* 
in both were forced to give way to the fuperior pow- 
ers of their adversary :- after having been forced to 
retire by the ikilful marches of Marlborough , after 
having feen feveral towns taken, they gave up all 
hopes of acting offensively , and concluded the cam- 
paign with refolutions to profecute, the next with 
greater vigour* 

. Marlborough ,• upon his return to London , re- 
ceived the rewards of his merit, being thanked by the 
houfe of commons , and created a duke by the queen* 
The fuccefs 'of one campaign but fpurred on the 
Englifli to aim at new. triumphs. Marlborough next 
feaion returned to the field, with larger authority, * 
and greater confidence from his former fuccefs. H» 
began the campaign by taking Bonne , the refidence 
of the elector of Cologne ; he next retook Huys » 
Limbourg, and became matter of all the Lower 
Rhine. The marflial Viileroy , fon j D , . 
to the king of France's governor , and • • 7 °* 
educated with him y was now general of the French 
army. He was ever 1 z favourite of Lewis,, and had 
{bared his pleafures and lis campaigns. He was 
brave, virtuous /and polite , but unequal tQ the great 
talk of command; and. itill more fo, when op- 
pofcd to fo great a rival. 

Marlborough , fenfible of the abilities of his an-- 
tagonift , Was refblved, inftead of immediately op- • 
pofing-hira, to fly to the fuccour of the emperor, 
bis ally, who .loudly requefted bis afMance , being 
prd&m on every fide. by a victorious. enemy. The 

E 3 
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Englifh general* who was.refolyed^o.fca^ f^k^ 
rous bloW f6> his. relief., took with bitn. about ;tBr-j 
teea thoufand FnglMh troops , traveajfed eitenfive 
countries by hafty marches, arrived at the. basks j of: 
the Danube , defeated a- body of French and- Baya* 
nans flattcmed at.Dooavcrt to oppofe him*paff«l 
the Danube , and laid the (kke<wt of Bavaria,, that, 
had fided) wkhi the French,, trader [contribution*. 
Villeray v . who it £rft attempted ta.'felloifc hid mo- 
tions*, feemed ^ all .at once* to have loll fight of his : 
enemy ; fror was. he . abprifed ofJbis routj jtSUhe was 
in/owned ufhis-fuocfifl«& ; ...i : r' 

Marfhal Tallard prepared , by another? tout* to 
obflrufi the diike of Marlbbrongb's, retreat, Vkh 
thirty, thoufand men. He was foon> after joined by 
the duke of Bavaria's forces ; fo that the French 
army amounted to a body of fixty thoufand dif- 
•ciplined. veterans, commanded, hy iWcwo beH re-* 
puted generals at that tirne in. Franre* .Tallard 
had eftabljfhed rnVtepmation by fohme* vi&ories; 
he wasafiive, penetrating v and. had rifcn Jby»the 
dint: of merit alone. But .this ardour often rofe to 
impetuofuy ; and he was fo fliort-fijjhted, as to be 
unable to diftinguifh at the friralleft idiflance. On 
the other hand, the duke of Marlborough was sow 
joined by the prince Eugene ; a, general hred up 
from his infancy in camps ,. a od. equal to Marlbo- 
rough m intrigue and military knowledge. Their 
talents we«e congenial j and all their defigns teemed 
to flaw. but. frbm one fource... Theit.acoiy, when 
combined , amounted to about fifty-two thoufand 
niea; troops that had been accuftomed tt> coriquer , 
and had feen the French , the Turks , and the Ruf- 
fians, fly before' them. As ithis battle*, both from 
the talents of the generals; the improvements in 
the art pi war, the number" and. difciplinfc of the 
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troops, and the greatnefs of the contending powers 
is reckoned the moil remarkable oftiw ce*Hu«y4 it 
demands a more particular detail*: 

The French \rere pofted, on a hill f their, righi 
being covered by the Danube and the village, pi 
Blenheim » and cpmmanded by marshal Tafiard - r 
their left was defended by a village, and headed b# 
1 the marshal of Marfin, an experienced French gen 
neral, who commanded under the duke of Jfovarufe' 
In the front of their army ran a rivulet ,**he bank* 
of which were fteep , and the bottom marfhy- Mark 
borough and Eugene went together to obferve 
the pofture of the French forces. Notwithstanding 
their advantageous fituation they were refolved to 
attack them immediately. The battle began between 
twelve and one in the afternoon, Marlborough afi 
the head of the Englifh troops , having pafle4 the ri- 
vulet , attacked the cavalry of Tallard in the right 4 
This general was at that time reviewing the diipo^ • 
fition of his* troops in the left ; and the cavalry- 
fought for fome time without the prefehce of their 
general. Prince Eugene, on the left, had not yet 
attacked the forces of the elector of Bavaria \ and h 
was. an hour before he could bring his forces up IP 
the engagement. 

Taltard had no (boner under tood that his right 
was attacked by the duke but he flew to its head. 
He found the. furious encounter already begun , bis 
cavalry thrice repimed, and rallied' as often. He 
had a large body of forces tn the village of Blen-r 
heim; he made an attempt to bring them to the 
charge- They were attacked by a part of Mark 
borough's forces (o vigoroufly, that, inftead of 
aflifting the main body , they could hardly main- 
tain their ground. All the French cavalry , being 
aow. attacked in flat* , was totally defeated, Ths» 

E 4 
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EngKfh army , thus half victorious , pierced up 
between the two bodies of the French, commanded 
by the marihal and the eledor , while at the fame 
rime the forces in the village of Blenheim were fe- 
parated by another detachment. In this terrible £• 
illation , Tallard flew to ratty fome fquadrons, bur, 
from his Jhort-fightednefs , miftaking a detachment 
of the enemy for his own , he was taken prifoner by 
the Heffian troops , who were in Englifh pay. In the 
inean time , prince Eugene on the left , after having 
been thrke reputfed , put the enemy into confufiofi. 
The roet then became general , and the flight preci- 
pitate. The condemnation was fuch , that the French 
ibldiers threw themfelves into the Danu.be without 
knowing where they fled : the officers loft all their 
authority ; there was no general Wft to fecure a re- 
treat;* ; The allies were now matters of the field of 
battle; f and furrounded the village of Blenheim ,- 
* where a- body of thirteen thoufand men had been 
♦pofted 4n the beginning of the acTion , and ftill kept 
their ground. Thefe troops feeing themfelves cut 
off from all communication from the reft of the 
army, threw down their arms, and furrendered them- 
Selves prifoners of war. Thus ended the battle of 
Blenheim , one of the moft complete victories that 
^ras ever obtained. Twelve thoufand French .and 
Bavarians were flaki in the field , or drowned in 
the Danube ; thirteen thoufand were made pri- 
foners of war. Of the allies about five thousand men 
were killed , and eight thoufand wounded or taken. 
The lofs of the battle is imputed to iwo capital 
errors committed by marfbat Tallard; firft weak* 
ening the centre, by detaching fuch a number of 
troops to the village of Blenheim ; and then filter- 
ing the confederates. tapafs the rivulet, and form 
unmoltfted* Jhe next day , when the duke of 
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Marlbotbbgh vifited his prifoner, the marfhal paid 
htm the compliment pf having overcome the beft 
troops in the world. 1 hope , Sir, replied the duke, 
/oil mil except thafe by whom they were conquered* 

1A country of an hundred leagues extent fell , by 
this defeat, into the hands of the vi$or. ' ; 

m Having thusfucceede^J^y^dhb hppes, the duke 
once more returned to England.; where he found the v 
ptopfaiaft tranlpori of joy : he wa,s welcomed as an 
hero who had retrieved the glary of the nation ; and » 
the queen, the parliament > and the people, were rea- 
<k to fecond him in all his defigns* The manor of 
Woodftock was conferred upon him for his Cervices ; 
aod*fc* lor^-f^eper, ill. «*e name of *.j n c ■ 
the a#er*^ Impound Wm with that ^ l 79^' : 
praifetefo^eU deferred. : v. .: 

The. fuccefe of the lait campaign induced the 
EngttOtito Hicjfeaft thejr/upptf es for the next \ % and 
the duke had fixed upon « he MofeHe for the f cere 
erf a&op ; h»t hein.g difappnin^ed by prince Lewis , 
whe p*«mwfednhi* affiftanee ,- hfe returned to the Ne- 
therlands to oppofe Villeroy, who, in hisabfence, 
under tp^t. the itege 4f ;|3ege. YiUeroy hating, 
received advice of the dufc^s approach 4 abandoned 
hfc fnterprife , and ,- retreated witjiin bp lines. 
Marlborough was retolved to force them. He led 
his wops to the charge * after -a •warm , but ihort 
engagement ,. the enemy's horfe were defeated with 
great daughter. The infantry beirtg abandoned, 
retreated in great diforder to an advantageous poft, 
where they again drew up in order of battle. Had 
tin* 4^e been permitted to take advantage of their 
CQftfteipation/, as he ftopofed * lt *s poffible he 
mightt have gaim^(la complete viftory ; but he was* 
qppofqd by the Dutch officers f who represented it 
i$ : f *k* a ligjit tp the depnaes of the ftate*, tfcar 
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they rcfufed to confent to its execution. Thi* HmP 
dity was highly refented in England , and laid the 
firft foundation of ftifpeftine the Dutch -fidelity-; 
they were fecretly accufed or a <fefire to pnwrad tbe 
war, by which they a£oh#*«f all the powetstoEw 
rope, were gainers.' '* ,<-'* ' i ...*:. 

While the arms of'Engbftd weYo c+*wj*ed with 
fuccefs in the Netherlarfds*they were: not- left for- 
tunate in Spain', where efforts tr&rti- made to fix 
Charles, duke of'Auftria', upon thfe thtfbfle. The 
greateft part of that kingdom nad declared *n<ft*oiir 
of Philip V, grandfon to Lewis Xlty; who had 
l>een nominated fucceflor <bf the late* kiag-of Satin's 
will. We haveatrea^fceftVllw*; fcfr'a fi*u*r % 
treaty among the' powfcrfnbf E«wp*>jJ Chtttet *f 
Auflria was appointed heif 'tP'%hat*vrMffl?;'**tf&. 
tfrirtrferfy 'had KeW gfl'ar^tfeed^y FrttoW-'kcfrAff, 
whtf now internded' to^rdVeffefh i* ftWiP-oftt^e. 
fcendent of thd Tioufe J 6f J BdoAbn* Ch^le* there- 
fore entered Spain, afttfted' by the afttifc of Eng* 
land , and ftVMftPb?'* thfc* Ctefaloiitfnfc j- w*N> hid 
declared in Jili >fetaur:: H^ %«frt^tthed»*irii 
tw& hundred trartfpoiMa ,»4hir*y tihljh ei wafr ,' itifafe 
thoufahd met* j » «nd : tfh¥>4felR %? fefeAvwfcwglf ', -a 
man df^eri^omantte &rav£ry ! * Wa* placed at*heir 
head.- ' • * Jr ^ ' • > •■«•:- v /! .: .<.'. 

One o( theJfifft exploits d£ tfcefe force* *» to 
take Gibraltar ', which •' had hithertfb been - d e emed 
impregnable. A ledge' of lofty rocks defended it 
almoft on every' fide by* fend , ;arid an open and 
flormy bay to6k away all fecurity for shipping by 
fea ; a few troops were therefore capable' bf de- 
fending it qgatnft the mdft nuirierons a?mies. : 9%e 
fecurity of 'tfce garrifoh proved -their ru$h., A de- 
tachment of eigmelen'hundt^iiiaTtndJVere kh<ted 
upon that neck of lerei -grbund which * joinsit to 
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the continent. Thefe were incapable of attempting 
any thing effectual, and even deftitufe of hopes of 
fucceeding* A body of failors, in boats, were or- 
dered to attack an ba&ruined mole ; they took pof- 
feflion of the. platform , uriterrified by a mine that 
blew up an hundred men in the air : with the utmoft 
intrepidity they kept their ground, and , being fooa 
joined by.other feamen , took a redoubt , between th» 
mole and the town , by ftorm. The governor was 
now obliged. to capitulate; and the prince of Hefla 
entered the town, amazed at the fuccefs of (o def- 
perate an enterprife. This was a glorious and aac 
ufeful acquifition to the Britifli dominions : their 
, trade to the Mediterranean was thus fecured ; and 
they had here a repository capable of containing a9 
things neccfiary for the repairing of fleets , or the 
equipment of armies. 

Soon after the taking this important garrifon , the 
Englifh fleet, now milftreis of the feas , attacked the 
French admiral , who commanded fifty-two fliips 
of wah After an obfiinare conjeft , jthe Englifh 
became vi&orious; the French fleet wiled away . 
nor could, it be brought again to the engagement , 
though the loffcs on either fide were equal. This 
may be reckoned the final effort of Frapce by fea : 
m all fuhfequent engagements their chief care was 
lather. to confult means of efcape than of vidory. 
Nor yet .were the French an4 Spaniards willing to 
fuffer Gibraltar to be taken , without an effort for 
reprifal. Philip fent an army to retake it , and 
France a fleet of thirteen ships of the line : both 
were equally unfucc^fsful ; ^ art of the fleet was 
diCjperfed by- a* tempc;ft, add another part taken by 
the Epglish ; while the army , having made tittle or 
aaprogrefs by land , was obliged to abandon the en- 
terprife* 

E* 
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Nor were the English lefs fucce&ful in affecting 
the title of Charles to the kingdom* Their army was 
commanded by the earl of Peterborough, oneof the 
•noft Angular and extraordinary men of the age. At 
fifteen he fought agaioft the Moors in Africa., at 
twenty he affifted in comparing the revolution*: he 
now carried on this war in Spain , ahnoft at his own 
cxpence ; and his friendship for the duke Charles 
was his Aroogeft motive to undertake it. He was 
deformed in perfon , but of a mind the moft generous* 
and adive that ever inspired an honeft bofom. His 
firft attempt in Spain was to befiege Barcelona ; a- 
ftnong city with a garrifon of five tboufand men r 
.while his own army amounted to but fevea thou- 
land. Never was an attempt 'more bold, or more 
fortunate* The operations becan by a fudden .at- 
tack on fort Monjuice, Arongly fttuated en a bilk 
that commanded the city. The out- works were 
taken by flora* : a shell chanced to fall into the 
body of the fort, and blew up the magazine of pow- 
der y the garrifon of the fort was ftruck with eon-* 
fiernation > and (iirrendered without farther refift- 
ance. The town ftHl remained unconquered r the 
Eqglish general ereded batteries againu it* and , in- 
a few days, the governor capitulated. During the 
interval of capitulation* y die Germans, and Catalo- 
nians. in the English army had entered the town + 
and were plundering all before them; The go- 
vernor thought himfelf betrayed : he upbraided 
the treachery of the general. Peterborough flew 
among the plunderers, drove them from then* prey % 
and returned foon after coolty to finish the capita- 
Jatiom The Spaniards wene equally amaaed at the> 

Enerofity of the English , and the hafeaefi c£ 
»r own. countcynaen > who had led on ta the 
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The conqueft of alt Valencia fueceeded the tak- 
ing of this important place r the efiemy > after a 
defeated attempt to retake Barcelona, faw them- 
ielves deprived of atmoft tfvery hope ; the patty of 
Charles was ihcreafing every day jf lfrbe came maf- * 
ter of Arragon , Carthagcna , arid^fcenada ; the 
road to Madrid', their capital city * lay opert 
before him ; the earl of Galloway -entered it in tri-; 
umph, and there proclaimed Charles king of Spairf 
without farther opposition. 

The English had fcarce time to rejoice at thefe 
fuccefles of their arms , when their attention was 
turned to new vi&ories in -Flanders. The duke of 
Marlborough had early commenced the campaign j 
and brought an army of eighty thoufand men intc 
the field , and ftHi expeded reinforcements from 
Denmark and Pruffia. The court of France was 
refolyed to attack him before this function. Vil- 
leroy , who commanded an army confuting of eighty; 
thoufand men, near Tirlemont , had orders to enj> 
gage. He accordingly drew up his forces m'a 
ftrong camp; his right was flanked by the river 
Mehatgne, his left was pofted behind a marshy an* 
the village of Ramilies lay in the centre. Marl-* 
borough , who perceived this difpofirion , drew up* 
Iris army accordingly. He knew that the enemyV 
left could mjt pafe the marsh, to attack htm, but 
at a great disadvantage; he therefore weakened hir 
troops on that quarter, and thundered on the een-- 
tre with fuperior numbers. They flood but a shore 
time in the centre, and* at length gave way on? 
all fides. The horfe abandoned them foot, and 
were fo cWely purfbed, that almoft alt were cur 
in pieces. Six thoufand men were taken prifoners^ 
ana -about eight thoufand* were killed or wounded; 
JTJiis vidory was abaoftas a fignal as that of film** 
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bYim; Bavaria and Cologne were the fruits of 
the one 9 and all Brabant was gained by the other. 
The French troops were difpirited , and die city 
*f Paris overwhelmed vnh consternation. Lewis 
XIV, whouJbdVng be*** flattered with conquefl, 
W Pow ht^PM to fuch a degree as almoft to ex- 
cite the companion of his enemies : he intreated for 
peace, iut in vain; the allies carried all before 
ftem , .a/id his very capital dreaded the approach of 
the conquerors* What neither his power, his 
armies , nor his politics , could effefi , a party in 
England performed ; and the diffenfion between the 
yhigs and the toriesftved the dominions of France, 
that now feemed ready for ruin. 
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Juein Anne's councils had hitherto been 
governed by a whig mimftry; they ffiU purfoed 
the fchemes of the late king , and , upon republi- 
can principles , ftrove to dufufe freedom through- 
out Europe. In a government , where the reaton- 
ing of individuals j retired from, power , generally 
leads thofe who command , the deitgns of the mt- 
Jiifrry muft change , as the people iiappen to alter. 
The queer's perlonal virtues , her f^cefles , her 
adulation from die throne, contributed all to change 
the difpofition of the nation ; they now began to 
defend hereditary fucceffion , non-refiftance , and 
divine right ; they, were now become tories , and 
Were ready to controvert the defigns of a whig mi- 
rn&ty , whenever a leader offered to conduft them 
tp the charge 

< Thefe discontents were , in feme meafure , in* 
cceafed by a meditated union .between the two king* 
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^>fl^ of Engl^i4 agjd Scotland. Ji?c treaty ,for ; 
tbis purpofe wasjchjejjy managed by. the migiftry & 
and although it >\?a$: fraught with fuimberleft J>p- : 
n$ftt£ tQ either kingdom, yet it rajfed the rour«ur* 
c^both. The : ErigfcfH .expe^sA f nothuift t fronr tito 
lollop of fo popr,^, nation, * but ja <pa$icipauoii eg> 
tb^ir aeqeflme*; .tfeey thon^i^V uni^a **** 
^bU^Sfrofl^nd^^S' granted aj> eighth par* of the! 
legiftatur*,, i* yet &oul4 hp taxedj b^t a^ fortieth, 
p^rt of th^ fuppltes* Qn the other hand , the $c*t* 
c&pfjdf red that their independency would he qnko 
destroyed , and the dignity, of their .crown -betrayed ; 
they drea^d ajyi^cceafe of taxes, end fcemed not 
nwch to e^leei^^h^^ady^nwge^iof. an irjereafed* 
trade* ,.jn,_ every*, ppliticdl tneafure there; are dif-- 
advantage? pn either fide* wiiicli may be ftrfhVtent. 
to deter the. iimid > Uu which a bold legiflatorcWV 
regards The union , after fi>**e * t. _„ mmr j:> 
^.iweSeHSfoM^ "' '^ 
was np longer to have a parliament! but w fend 
£pcteen peer** chofen from thfhbody of their no- 
bility , and forty-five cofOMBoders. The two king*, 
«W* wene caMcd by the eonwnoa name of Great 
Bf^io^ and aU the fubje&s pf both were to enjoy, 
a.conOTUjwsiaionpf privilege* andadvaotage*. 

. Thn meafure » which ftrengthened the vigour 
•f government by wiring te force*, feemed to 
^tbnefrtert the enemies pf Great Britain with dan* 
cers abroad; but the difcontents of the nation as 
home, prevented Ac eied* at its riewiyacquired 
power. The torief , now become the majority ^ 
weccdiipleafedviA tbe .whig immfoy;theyloak*| 
wW^iealou^oibn.ahe power of *be earl ofGpdo^ 
phio and the HWfcelof Marlborough, , who; tad W, 
tewrnedl thg frieen ^and h*dy '* J"***.*! , 
the nation <» tonqndb«nr« .gM^jtofiarv^J^ 
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anie. To them the people imputed the burtffftis 
Under which they now groaned , and others which 
they had reafon to fear. The loft of a battle near 
Almanza , in Spain , where the Eriglifh amy were 
taken prisoners , ander the Command of the earl of* 
Galloway V with fome other mifcarriages, tended 
to- heighten their diftleafure , '. and drfpelled the ine- 
briation of former fuccefs. The tories did not fail 
to inculcate and exaggerate thefe caufes -of di&otf- 
tent , while Robert Harley , afterward earl of Ox~ 
ford , and Henry St. John , made foon after lord 
Bohngbroke, fecrctly fanned the flame. 

Harley had lately become 4 favourite of the queen z 
the petulance of the duchef* of Marlborough , Who 
'formerly Ailed the queen , had entirely' alienated the 
affe&ions of her mtftref»; file now placed them 
upon one Mrs. Mafliam, who was entirely devet*. 
cd to lord Oxford. Oxforti wa*pofleffed ot uncom- 
mon erudition ; he Was polite and intriguing 3<Ju£ 
had insinuated himfelf into the royal favour, and 
determined to Tap the credit of Marlborough and 
bis iriherents. In this attempt he thofe * for his 
fecond, fiolingbro&e, a man . of exalted power*' 
of thinking, eloquent, ambitious, and enterpris- 
ing. Bolingbroke was, at nrftv -contented- to aft 
a b ?nbordinate character in this meditated (oppofi- 
tion ; but foon perceiving the Superiority of Us own * 
talents , from being an inferior, he was refolved to-* 
become lord Oxford's rival. The duke of Marl- 
borough foon perceived their growing power, -^and 
refolved to crufh it in the beginnings He refufed 
to join in the privy council , whfte Harley was4e~ 
cretavy. Godolphin joined his influence in this, 
meafotfe ; and the queen was obHged to appeaie 
tteir-reftottnentiby difchargin go Harley from hfe • 
fltce* Bolingbroke was refolved, to ihare hi* di*V 
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£race, and voluntarily relinquished (his employ* 
merits* * • .'•":"" 

This violent meafinre , which feemed, at firftf 
favourable to the whig mirMry , kid the firftfoun* 
dation of its ruin : the queen was entirely dift 
pleafed with the haughty condu&.of theu duke; 
and , from that^momem , he loft her confidence 
and affedion. Harley was enabled to ic> now with 
left difguife, and to' take more vigorous meafure* 
for the completion of his defigns. In him the 
queen repofed all her truft, though he now had no 
yifible concern in the admm notation. 
• The whig patty, in tras manner, feemed to 
triumph fof fome time , till an occurrence, in k- 
felf of no great importance,. fcrved to fhew the 
fpirit of the times. Do&or Sacheverel , a mtnifter 
of narrow imelie&s arid bigoted prtn- Jt n ■ 

c'rpte, had publiihed two fermons, :* %MJm l ?°$* 
in which he ftcongiy infilled on the illegality of 
refifHog kings , and enforced the divine origin of 
their authority ; declaimed againft the- diffenterS # 
and exhorted the church to put on the whole ar- 
mour of .God. There was nothing in the fer&ons 
either nervous , well written , or clear ; they owed 
all their celebrity to the complexion of the times j,* 
and are at prefent juffly, forgotten. Sacheverel wat 
impeached by the commons , at the bar of tlje up? 
per hotife; they feemed refolutely bent upon pu- 
nifhmg him , and a rday was appointed for trying 
him) ibefore * the lords, ar Weflminfkr-halU Mean* 
while 9 ' the tones , who , one and all , approved his 
principles, were a$ violent in his defence as the 
parliament had been in his profecution. The eyes 
of the kingdom were turned upon this extraordi- 
nary- trial ; the queen herfdf was €Y&y day pre* 
feat as. a> private fpc&aton The tria) lafted focm* 



approve* He erixyftulated wRh lris lJ fov#feign jf'hd 
retired in dHfeuft : th? queen 1 , bf-*lffoxtr 9 gave 
kim feavfe to drfpofe of the fegimebtas heihbuld 
think -proper; but , before it came to ftis hands, he 
had feftt a letter to the qneen , defiring ihe Would 
permit him to retire from his employments. This 
Was the conjua&ure which the : tones had long 
wifhed for, and which the queen heffelf was in- 
ternally pleafed with. She now percejved herfelf 
ftt free from ari arbitrary" combination , by whtclr 
she had been long kept in dependence. The earl 
of Godolphin , the duke** fon-hvlaw, was : dtvefted 
of his office ; and* the treafury fiibmitted to Harley , 
the antagonift of his ambition. Lord Somers was 
rj n difmiffed from being prefident of the 

<*• "• i7*»f council , and the earl of Hochefter 
appointed in his TOomV In a word, there was not 
one whig left in any offictf of flate , except die duke 
o^MaVlb^rough;^ f^tainecl hte- employments for 
» short time , unsupported and alone , an objed of 
onrvy grid faftious reprbatcti , till at length he found 
bis Caufe Irretrievable, and was obliged , after trying 
another campaign , to rgfign, as the reft of his party 
had done before. '' 

• As wart feemed to have been the defire of the 
whig party; fo peace feemed to have, been that of 
Aetdriefc. /Through the courfe of English hiftory, 
Frantee 'feenflr to Have been -the peculiar objeft of 
die hatted 1 of th* whfes, and continual war with 
that nation has. 'been their aim. On the contrary, 
the torils'have been found to regard that nation 
with no fnch oppofitioh of principle ; and a peace 
with France has generally been the refult of a 
tory a*<hninlifl^ten. ' F&r fbmfe time, therefore , a 
aegoiiatk>n for peace had been carried on between 
the oourt of Ffettttt tad'Ae new mimfters , who 
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had a .double aim in this meafure ; namely , to 
mortify the whigs and. the Dutch,- and to free 
their cranny from a ruinous war, which had all 
the appearance! of becoming habitual to the con- 
futation. : . 

LETTER LI/ 

X he conferences for peace were firft opened 
at London; and fome time after the queen fen* 
the earl of Strafford as ambaffador * ~ 
into Holland, to -communicate the. %iJ ' l 7 1 ^. 
propofals* which the French king had made tcH 
wards the re-eftab1i(hment of the general tranquil* 
lity. Hie fpirit of the times was now changed : 
Marlborough s averfion to fuch meafures could no 
longer retard the negotiation ; lord Strafford obliged 
the Dutch to name plenipotentiaries , and to 
receive thofe of France. The treaty began at 
Utrecht; hut all the powers concerned in this 
conference, except France and England , were 
averse to every accommodation, their difputes ferv- 
ed rather to retard than accelerate a pacification. 
The Engliflx miniftry , however , had forefeen and 
provided agatnft thofe difficulties. Their great 
end was to free the fubjeds from a long , unprofi- 
table war ; a war where conqueft could add no^ 
thing to their power , and a defeat might be pre- 
judicial to internal tranquillity. As England had 
borne the chief burthen of the war, it wasbutjuft 
to expeft that it would take the lead in dilating the 
terms of peace. There were, however ..three per- 
sons of very great in jereft and power , who laboured , 
by every art, to protraft the negotiation; thofe 
<werq the duke of JWar Iborough f prince Eugene^ 
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'and Heinftus * the Dutch gwrnd penuonary. Prind? 
'Eugene even came over to London , in order tore- 
itard die progrefs of a peace, which feemed to inter- 
«rupt ills career of glory 'the foand-atxourt fuch.a 

reception as was due to his merits and fame; but, 

at, the fame time, fuch a repulfe as the proposals he 
' made feemed to ;de$»rye. \ 

This negotiation at London failing of effed , the 

allies pradifed every artifice to intimidate -the 

x I queen, and blacken the icharader of her mimfters; 

3 to ratfe and continue a dangerous ferment among 

the people ; to obftroft her councils and divulge 
*iier defigns.. Her miniftcrs wece Very ienfibleof 
-their prefent dangerous fituation ; they perceived 

• her health was daily'imoairing ^ and , her fueceffor 
.'Countenanced the oppofite faction. In cafe of her 
< death, they had nothing to «xped but profecutioa 
> and ruin , for obeying her commands; their only 

• way therefore was to give up their prefent employ- 
ments, or baton the conclufion of a treaty, the 
utility of whkh would be the beft arguments with 
the people in their favour. The .peace therefore 

- was battened ; and this hafle , jih fome meafure, 
•relaxed the fnm&ers obftinaey y in* inGfHrig mpoa 
.fuch terms and advantage's* they had a rigktto de- 
mand. Seeing n that nothing was to be expe&ed 

- from the edncurreftce of the allies, the courts of 
London andA^erffliliesYefoWedto^rKer into apri 

• Tate treaty , in which &tk terms might be agreed 
on, as would enable both-courts to prescribe terms 
to the teft *>f the ©amending powers. 

In trie mean time , *he duke of Marlborough , 

• having been ^def>^ fed from bis office of general, 
the command of the EmWih army in Flanders 

• was given to the duke of Ormond ; but, at the 
. v fame time, private: orders were giv«n him not » 
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aft with vigour againft air enemy, which was upon 
the paint of being reconciled by more mild me- 
thods of treatment. The -allies , thus deprived of 
the afliftance of the £ngttfh , ftill contained their 
animofity, and were refoived to continue the war 
feparately : they had the utmoft confidence in prince 
Eugene, their general; and, though lefened -by 
the defection of the Britifh forces, they were 
ftill fiiperior to thofe of the enemy, which were 
commanded by marshal Villars.; a man -who feemed 
to poffefs all the great qualities, and all the for- 
bles of his country , in a fupreme degree; valiant,' 
generous , alert, lively , boaftful , and avaricious. 
The lofs of the Britifh forces was foon feverely felt 
in the allied army. Villars , attacked a feparate 
body of their troops incaroped at Denain , under 
the command of the earl \of Albemarle. Their 
intrenchments were forced, and feven teen battalions 
either killed or taken , the earl himfelf , and all 
the furviving officers, being, made prisoners of 
war, c 

Thefe fucceflfes of marfhai Villars ferved to 
haften the treaty of Utrecht. The Britifhr minU 
iters at the congrefs, refoonfible *t once for their 
conduct to their queen , their coillitry , and all 
Europe , neglected nothing that might have either 
been fervteeable to the allies , or mat might cori- 
duce to the publkk fafety. They firft ftipolattid 
that Philip V , who had been fettled on the throrie 
of Spain, fhould renoitaee all right to the crowtl 
of France, the union of two fuch powerful king- 
doms being' thought datfgerous to the liberties of 
the reft of Europe. They covenanted that the 
duke of Berry, his brother, the presumptive heir 
to the crown of France, after the death of the 
dauphin 1 fhould ^fo renotmee his right to die 



<%*» AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND; 
crown of Spain , in cafe he becameking of France! 
The duke of Orleans was to make the lame resig- 
nation. To oblige men thus to renounce their 
rights might have been injustice; but,. for everv 
good acguired, fome inconvenience mud be endured: 
tbefe reugnations , in fome meafure » ferved to calm 
the world terapefted up by long war , and have fince 
become the bafts of the law of nations , to which 
Europe profeffes prefem fubmiffion. 

By this treaty the duke of Savoy had the ifland 
of Sicily , with the title of king , with Feneftrel- 
les , and other places on the continent ; which tn- 
creafe of power teemed , hi fome meafure , draws 
from the fpoils of the French monarchy. The 
Duteh had that barrier granted them which _ they 
fo long fought after; and, if the houfe of Bour- 
bon feemed (tripped, of fome dominions f 4n order 
to enrich the duke of Savoy , on the other hand, 
the houfe of Auftria was taxed to fupply the wants 
ef the Hollanders , who were put in pofiemon of 
the ftrongeft towns in Flanders. With regard to 
England , its glory and iriterefls were iecured. 
They caufed the fortifications of Dunkirk to be 
demolished, and its port to be destroyed. Spain 

Eve up all right to Gibraltar and the ifland of 
ifiorca. France refigned Hudfon's bay, Nova- 
Scotia , and Newfoundland ; but they were left in 
poffeffion of Cape-Breton and the liberty of dry- 
ing their fifli upon the fhore. Among the articles 
which were glorious to the EntHih, it may be 
obferved , that the fetting free thofe who had been 
confined in the French prifons, for -profefling the 
. proteftant religion , was not the leait. It was fti- 
pulated ; that the emperor ihould poflefs the king- 
dom of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the 
Spaoift Netherlands ; that the king of Pruf$a 

should 



IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, n* . 

firatld have Upper Gueldre; and a time was fix- 
ed for the .emperor's acceding to thefe j n 
resolutions, for he had hitherto ob- * % u% X 7 X 5- 
ftinately refufed to ailift at the negotiation. Thus 
it appears , that the Englifh miniftry did juftice to- 
all the world ; but their country refufed it to them ; 
they were branded with all the terms of infamy 
and reproach by the whig party , and atcufed of 
having given up the privileges and rights which 
England had to expeft. Each party reviled the' 
other in- turn; the kingdom was divided into oppo«~ 
fite factions, both Co violent in the caufe, that the 
truth , which both pretended to efpoufe , was at- 
tained by neither ; both were virulent , and both 
wrong. Thefe commotions, in fome meafure , fervecf- 
flail more to impair the queen's health. One fit o£ 
ficknefs fucceeded another : nor did the confolatioit 
of her miniftry ferve to allay her anxieties ; for they} 
now had fallen out among themfeives, the council- 
chamber being turned into a theatre for the moil bit- 
ter altercations. Oxford advifed a reconciliation wi thf 
the whigs , whofe refentment he now began to fear ,' 
as the queen's health appeared to be impaired. 
Bolingbroke , on the other hand, affected to fet the 
whigs at defiance ; profeffed a warm zeal for the 
church, and mixed flattery with his other afli- 
duities. .Bolingbroke prevailed ;, lord Oxford, the 
treasurer, was removed from his employment, and 
retired , meditating fchemes of revenge , and new,, 
projects of re-eftabliihment. His fall Was fb fud-« 
den , and fo unexpected, that no plan w*as adopt* 
ed forfuppiying the vaeancy occasioned by his dif* . 

frace. All was confufion at court ; and the queer* 
ad na longer force to fupport the burthen : fhe 
funk- 'into a flats of infenfibility, and thus found 
refoge from anxiety in lethargic flumber. Every/- 
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method was contrived to roufe her from this flare; 
but in vain ; her phyficians defpaired of her life. 
The privy-council aflembled upon this occafion ; the 
dukes of Somerfet and Argyll, being informed of 
the defperate ftate in which ihe lay , entered that 
aflembly without being fummoned ; the members 
were furprifed at their appearance, but the duke of 
Shrewfbury thanked them for their readinefs to give 
their affiftance at fuch a critical juncture , and de- 
fired them to take their places. They now took all 
neceflary precautions for fecuring the fucceffion in 
the houle of Hanover , fent orders to the heralds at 
arms , and to a troop of life-guards to be in readi- 
nefs to mount, in order to proclaim theEledorof 
Brunfwick king of Great Britain. 

On the thirtieth of July the queen feemed 
fomewhat relieved by % medicines , rofe from her 
bed , and , about eight, walked a little ; when , cart- 
ing her eyes on the clock that flood in her cham- 
ber, ihe continued to gaze for fome time. One 
of the ladies in waiting aiked her what ihe faw 
there more than ufual ; to which the queen only 
anfwered by turning her eyes upon her with a dy- 
ing look. She was foon after feized with a fit of the 
apoplexy , from which however ihe was relieved 
by the affiftance of doctor Mead. In this ftate 
of ftupefa&on ihe continued all night ; ihe gave 
fome figns of life between twelve and one next 
m«»„/i ,-, , <ky » but expired the next morning, 
Uugufl, 1714. aitde after feven o'clpck, having 
lived forty-nine years five months and fix days ; 
and having reigned more than twelve years with 
honour, equity, and applauft. This princeis was 
rather amiable than great , rather pleaflng tKao 
beautiful ; neither ber capacity nor lea/ning were 
Kmarkahic, Like aji tfeofe of her family, ihe 
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v fcemcd rather fitted for the private duties of life 
than a public ftation ; a pattern of conjugal affec- 
tion, a. good mother, a warm friend, and an in- 
dulgent miftrefs. During her reign none fuffered 
on the fcaffold for treafon ; fo that, after a long fuc- 
ceffion of faulty or cruel kings , ihe fliines with par- 
ticular luftre. In her ended the line of the Stew- 
arts; a family , the misfortunes and mifconduAs of 
which are not to be paralleled in hiftory ; a family , 
who , lefs than men themfelves , feemed to expert 
from their followers more than manhood in their 
defence ; a &mily demanding rather our pity than 
afliftance , who never rewarded their friends , not; 
avenged them of their enemies. 

LETTER LII. 

A HE nearer we approach to our own times £ 
in this furvey of Englifh hiftory, the more im-' 
portant every occurrence becomes : our own in- 
terefts are blended with thofe of the ftate ; and the 
accounts of public welfare are but the tranfeript of 
private nappinefs. The two parties which had long 
divided the kingdom , under the names of whig and. 
lory, how feemed to alteY their titles; the whigs 
being ftyled Hanoverians, and the tories btanded 
with the appellation of Jacobites. The former 
defired to be governed by a king who was a pro- 
teftant , though a foreigner ; the latter, * , n 
by a monarch of their own country , J 7*4* 

though > papift. Of the two inconveniences^ 
however,; that feemed the leaft , where religion 
feemed to be in no Sanger; and the Hanoverians 
prevailed. 
The poplfh Jacobites had been long flatterett 
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with the hopes of feeing the fucceffion altered by 
the earl of Oxford; but by the premature death o( 
the queen , all their expectations at once were 
blafed : the diligence and adivity of the privy- 
council, in which the Hanoverian intereft prevailed, 
completed their coniufion, and they now found 
thcmfelves without any leader to give confiftency 
to their defigns, and force to their councils. Upon 
recolie&ion they faw nothing fo eligible as filence 
and fubmifiion ; they hoped much from the affift- 
ance of France , and fftll more from the vigour of 
the pretender 

Purfuant to the ad of fucceflion , George 1 3 foil 
of Erneft Auguftus , firft eledor of Brunfwick , 
and Sophia , grand-daughter to James I , afcended 
the Britifh throne. His mature age, being now 
fifty-four years old ; his fagacity and experience , 
his numerous alliances, the general peace of Eu- 
rope , all contributed to his fupport , and promifed 
a peaceable and happy reign. His virtues, though 
not fhining, were iolid. He was of a very different 
difpofition from the Stewart family , whom he 
fucceeded : they were known to a proverb for 
leaving their friends in diftrefs; George on the 
contrary , foon after his arrival in England , ufed 
to fay , My maxim is never to abandon my friends ; te 
do juftice to all the world ; and to fear no man* To 
thefe Qualifications he joined great application to 
bufineis ; bv tgenerally fhidied more the interefts of 
thofe fubjetohehadleft behind, than of thefe he 
came to govern. 

The king firft landed at Greenwich , where he 
was received by the duke of Northumberland % and 
the lords of the regency. From -the landing* 
place he walked to bis houfe in the park , accom- 
panied bv a great number of the nobility and 
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•ther perfons of diftxn&ion , who had the honour 
to kifs his hand as they approached. When he 
retired to his bed-chamber , he fent for thofe of 
the nobility who had diftinguifhed themfelves by r 
their zeal for his fuccefiion ; but the duke of Or- 
moncl, the lord Chancellor, and lord Trevor, were 
not of the number : lord Oxford too, the next 
morning , was received with marks of difapproba- 
tion 5 and none but the whig party were admitted 
into any ihare of- confidence. The king of a fa&ion 
is but the fovereign of half his fubjeQs : of this , 
however, the monarch I fpeak or did not feem 
fenfible; it was his misfortune, as well as that of 
the nation, that he was hemmed round by men 
who foured him with all their interefts and preju- 
dices : none now but the violent in fa&ion were 
admitted into employment ; and the whigs , while 
they pretended to fecure for him the crown , were, 
with all poffible diligence , abridging the preroga- 
tive. An inftantaneous and total change was ef- 
fected in all the offices of honour and advantage. 
The whigs governed the fenate, and the court dif- 
pofed of all places at pleafure : whom they would 
they oppreffed ; bound the lower orders of people 
with new and fevere laws; and this they called 
liberty. 

Thefe partialities, and this oppreflion , foon raifed 
difcontents throughout the kingdom. The clamour 
of the church's being in danger was revived, jea- 
loufieswere harboured, and dangerous tumults raifed 
in every ^part of the country. The party cry was, 
Down with the whigs ! Sacheverel for ever f Dur- 
ing thefe commotions in the pretender's favour f 
the prince himfelf continued a calm fpeclator on 
the continent , now and then fending over hi* 
txnifiaries to inflame the disturbances , to difperfe 

F3 
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his ineffe&uai manifeftoes , and to delude the un- 
wary. Copies of a printed addrefs were fent to the 
dukes of Shrewsbury , Marlborough 9 Argyll , and 
other noblemen of the firft diftinltion , vindicating 
the pretender's right to the crown , and complaining 
of the injuftice that was done him by receiving a 
foreigner : yet , for all this , he ftill continued to 
profefs the trueft regard to the catholic religion ; 
and, inftead of concealing his fentiments on that 
head, glo/iedin his principles. It was the being a 
papift which had difpoffeffed his father of the 
throne; and furely the fon could never hope to 
gain a crown by the very methods in which it was 
Loft ! but an infatuation feemed for ever to attend 
!the family. 

However odious , at that time, the popiih fuper- 
ft it ions were to the people in general , yet the opi- 
nions of the duTenters teemed ftill more difpleaf- 
ing. Religion was mingled with all political dis- 
putes. The high-church party complained, that, 
under a whig admin iftration 9 impiety and herefy 
daily gained ground; that the prelates were at once 
negligent of religious concerns , an4 warm in pur- 
fuit of temporal bleflings. A book written by 
doctor Samuel Clarke , in favour of Socinianifm , 
was ftri&ly reprehended. The difputes among the 
churchmen role to fuch a height , that the miniftry 
was- obliged to inter pofe ; and the clergy received 
orders to finifh fuch debates , and to intermeddle 
in affairs of ftate no. longer. Nothing, however, 
could be more impolitic in a ftate , than to pro- 
hibit the clergy from difputing with each other-: 
by this means they become more animated in the 
caufe of religion ; and this may be aflerted , that , 
whatever fide they defend , they become wiferand 
better, as they carry on the caufe. To fiicnc* 
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their difputes Is to lead them into negligence ; if 
religion be not kept up by oppofition , it falls to 
the. ground , nor longer becomes an objed of public 
concern. Government, I fay again, fhould never 
filerrte difpute , and fhould never fide with either 
difputanr, / 

A new parliament was now called, in which 
the whigs had by far the majority ; all prepoffeffed 
with the ftrongeft averfton to tne tories, and led 
on by the king himfelf , who made no fecret of his 
difpleafure. Upon their firft meeting , he informed 
them , that the branches of the revenue granted 
for the fupport of civil government, were not 
Sufficient for that purpofe; he apprized them pf 
the machinations of the pretender , and intimated , 
that he expected their afiiftance in punjfhing fuch 
as had endeavoured to deprive him of that blefling 
which he moft valued , the affe&ion of his people. 
As the houfes were then difpofed , this ferved to 
give them the alarm ; and they outwent even the 
mo& fanguine expectations of the moil vindiftive 
miniftry, 

Thetr refentment began with arraigning lord 
Bolingbroke of high-treaton , and other high crimes 
and mifdemeanors. To this it was obje&ed by 
one of the members of the houfe of commons , 
that nothing in the allegations laid to his charge 
amounted to high-treafon. To this there was no 
reply given ; but , lord Coningiby {landing up , 
The Chairman , faicl he, has impeached the handy but 
1 impeach -the head; he has impeached the fcholar 9 and 
J the mafier. I impeach Robert earl of Oxford., and 
earl Mortimer, of high-treafon , and other crimes and 
mifdemeanors. When therefore this nobleman ap- 
peared the next day in the houfe of lords, he 
was avoided by his brother peers , as infectious : 

*4 
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he , whofe favour had been but a little before fo 
earneftly fojaght after , was now receded and con- 
temned. When the articles were read againft him 
in the houfe of peers, fome debates arofe as to 
the nature of his indictment, which, however, 
were carried by his adverfaries , and the articles of 
impeachment approved by the houfe : he was there- 
fore again impeached at the bar of the houfe of 
lords ; and a motion was made , that he might lofe 
his feat , and be committed to clofe cuftody. The 
earl-, now feeing a furious fpirit of faftion raifed 
againft him, and aiming at his head, was not 
wanting to himfelf upon this emergency , but 
fpoke to the following purpofe : / am accufed 9 fays 
Jie , for having made a peace ; a peace , which , bad 
as it is now reprefented % has been approved by two 
fucceffive parliaments* For my o%n part , / always 
a&ed by the immediate directions and command of the 
queen , my miflrefs , and never offended againft any 
iknown law. I am juflified in my own conference , and 
unconcerned for the life of an infignificant old man* 
But 1 cannot , without the higheft ingratitude , re- 
main unconcerned for the beft of queens ; obligation 
binds me to vindicate her memory. My lords , // 
mnifiers of ftatc , ailing by the immediate commands 
of their fovereign , are afterwards to be made accountable 
for their proceedings , it may , one day or other , be the 
cafe of all the members of this augufl affcmbly. 1 do 
not doubt therefore , that , out of regard to yourfelves , 
your lordskips will give me an equitable hearing ; and 1 
hope that , in the profecution of this enquiry , it will 
appear , that I have merited , not only the indulgence , but 
alfo the favour of this government My lords ^ I am 
now to take my leave of your lordships , and of this ho* 
nourable houfe , perhaps , for ever I I shall lay down my 
life with pleasure in a caufe favoured by my late. 
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dear royal miflrefs. And when I confider that I am to 
be judged by the juflice , honour , and virtue of my peers , 
/ shall acquiefie 9 and retire with great content. And % 
my lords , God's will be done I On his return from- 
the houfe of lords to his own houfe , where he wa* 
for \hat night , permitted to go, he was followed 
by a great multitude of people, crying out, High- 
church, Ormond, and Oxford for ever! Next day; 
he was brought to die bar , where he received a 
copy of his articles , and was allowed a month to 
prepare his anfwen Though do&or Mead de- 
clared , that , if the earl fliould be fent to the Tower ; 
bis life would be in danger , it was carried that he 
fhould be fent there , whither he was attended by 
. a prodigious concourfe of people , who did not 
fcruple to exclaim againft his profecutors. Tu- 
mults-grew more frequent ; and this only ferved to 
iricreale the fevefity of the legrflature. An aft was- 
made , decreeing , that , if any perfons , to the num- 
ber of twelve , unlawfully anembled , fhould coa- 
tinue together one hour, after being required to- 
difperfeby a juflice of peace, or other officer , and 
heard the proclamation againft riots read in public , 
they should be deemed guilty of felony without be- 
nefit of the clergy. An aft of this kind carries its 
own comment with it ; legiilators should ever be 
averfe to ena&ing fuch laws as leave the greateft 
room for abufe. 

A committee was now. appointed to draw up 
articles of impeachment , and prepare evidence 
againft him ana the other impeached lords : he was 
confined in the Tower , and there j r\ . 
remained for two years ; during which * * , 7 1 $• 
time the kingdom was in a continual ferment* 
feveral other fords who had broke out into aftuai 

' *5 
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rebellion , and were taken in arms , being executed 
for treafon. The miniftry feemed weary of execu- 
tions ; and tie , with his ufual forefight , prefented 9 
- upon this occafion 4 petition for coming to his 
trial : a day was therefore affigned him. The 
commons appointed a committee to enquire into 
the, ft ate of the earl's impeachment, and demanded 
a longer time to prepare for the trial. The truth 
is, they had now begun to relax in their former 
afperity ; and the intoxication , of party was not 
quite k> ftrong as when he had been firft commit- 
ted. At the appointed time the peers repaired to 
the court in Weftminfter-hall , where lord Cowper 
prefided as lord ft e ward. The commons were af- 
fembled , and the king and royal family aftifted at 
the folcmnity. The prifoner was brought from 
ijne Tower, and his articles of impeachment read, 
with his anfwers and the replies of the commons. 
Sir Jofeph Jekyl , one of the agents for the com- 
mons, (landing up to enforce the firft article of 
bis lordfhip's accufation , one of the lords, adjourn- 
ing the houfe , obferved , that much time would 
be confumed in going through all the articles of 
the impeachment ; that nothing more remained 
than for the commons to make good the two ar- 
ticles of high-treafon contained in his charge ; and 
that this would at once determine the triaL His 
advice was agreed to by the lords ; but the com- 
mons delivered a paper , containing their reafons for 
afferting it as their undoubted right to carry on 
the impeachment in the manner they thought mod 
conducive to their aim : on the other hand, the 
houfe of lords infifted on their former refolution , 
confidering it as the privilege of every judge to 
hear each caufe in the manner he thinks moft 
fitting. The difpute grew ftill more violent ; a 
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fneflage was at length fent to the commons , inri- 
rnating , that the lords intended to proceed imme- 
diately to the earl of Oxford's trial; and food after 
repairing to the hall of juflice , they took their places. 
The commons, however, did not think fit to appear ; 
and the earl, having waited a quarter of an hour at 
the bar > was difmiffed for want "of accufers. To 
this difpute , perhaps , he owed his fafety , though 
it is probable they would have acquitted him of 
high-treafon , as none of his aftions could juftly 
fuffer fuch an imputation^ With the fame acrimony 
prbfecutions were carried on againft lord Boling- 
broke and the duke of Ormond ; but they found 
fafety in flight. 

Such vinqiftive proceedings as thefe naturally 
excited indignation ; the people groaned to behold 
a few great ones clofe up all the avenues to royal 
favour, and rule the nation with n-^ j D 
gpur and partiality. In Scotland the * * 7 1 ** 
difcontent broke forth, at length, into the flames 
of rebellion. The earl of Mar, aflembling three 
hundred of his own vaflals , in the Highlands of 
Scotland , proclaimed the 'pretender at Caftletown, 
and fet up his flandard at Brae Mar , on the fixth 
day of September ; then afluming the title of lieu* 
tenant-general of the pretenders forces, he ex- 
horted the people to take arms in defence of their 
lawful fovereign. But thefe preparations were 
weak , and ill conduced ; all the defigos of the 
rebels were betrayed to the government , the begin* 
ning of every revolt repreffed, the weflern coun- 
ties prevented from rifing , and the moil prudent 
precautions taken to keep all fufpe&ed perfons in 
cuftody, or in awe. The earl of Derwentwater 
and Mr. Fofter took the field near the borders 
#£ Scotland; and, being joined by fome gefltle- 

F 6 
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men, proclaimed the pretender. Their firft at* 
tempt was to feize upon Newcaftle , in which they 
had many friends ; but they found the gates fhut 
upon them , and were obliged to retire to Hexham , 
while general Carpenter having aflembled a body 
of dragoons , refolved to attack them before their 
numbers were increafed. The rebels had two 
methods of afting with fuccefs; either march- 
ing immediately into the weftern parts of Scot- 
land and there joining general Gordon, who com- 
manded a ftrong body of Highlanders ; or of crofl*- 
ing the Tweed, and attacking general Carpenter; 
whofe forces did not exceed nine hundred men. 
From their ufual infatuation neither of thefe fchemes 
were put into execution ; for. taking the rout 
another way , they left general Carpenter on one 
fide, and refolved to penetrate inta England by 
the weftern border. They accordingly advanced ,' 
without either forefieht or defign , as far as- Pref- 
ton, where they firn heard the news that general 
Wills was marching at the head of fix regiments 
of horfe , and a battalion of foot , to attack them. 
They now therefore began to raife barricadoes j 
and to put the place in a pofture of defence', re- 
pulfing at firft the attack of the king's army with 
ibme fuccefi. Next day , however , general Wills 
was reinforced by the troops under Carpenter,' 
and the rebels were inverted on all fides. Fofter, 
their general , fent colonel Qxburgh with a trum' 
pet to the Englifli commander , to propofe a capi- 
tulation. This, however, general Wills refufed, 
alledgiiig that he would not treat with rebels; and 
that all they could expect was , to be fpared from 
immediate daughter. Thefe were hard terms % 
but they were obliged to fubmit. They accord* 
ingly laid down their arms , and were put under a 
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Strong guard. Their leaders were fecured, and led 
through London pinioned , and bound together > 
while the common men were confined at Cheftef, 
and Liverpool. 

While thefe unhappy circumftances attended thtf 
rebels in England, the earl of Mar's forces, in the 
mean time , increafed to the number of ten thou- 
fand men , and he had made himfelf matter of the 
whole county of Fife. Agatnft him the duke of 
Argyll fet Out for Scotland , as commander in chief 
of the forces in North-Britain ; and , affembling 
fome troops in Lothayi , returned to Stirling with 
all poffible expedition. The earl of Mar being 
informed of this, at firft retreated, but being joined 
foon after by fome clans under the earl of Seaforth; 
and others under general Gordon, who had figna- 
lized himfelf in the Ruffian fervice , he refolved 
to march forward towards England. The duke 
of Argyll , apprized of his intention , and being 
joined by fome regiments of dragoons from Ire- 
land, determined to give him battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dumblain , though his forces were by 
no means fo numerous as thofe of the rebel army. 
In the morning of the fame day on which the 
Prefton rebels had fur rendered, he drew up his 
forces, which did not exceed three thoufand five 
hundred men , but found himfelf greatly out- 
flanked by the enemy. The duke perceiving the 
enemy making attempts to iurround him , was ob- 
liged to alter his di(pofition ; which , on account 
of the fcarcity of general officers , was not done 
fo expeditioufly as to be all formed before the re- 
bels, began the attack. The left wing therefore 
of the duke's army fell in with the centre of the 
enemy's , and fupported the firft charge without . 
Shrinking, This wing feexned, for a ftort urne* 
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victorious , as they killed the chief leader of part 
of the rebel army. But Glengary who was fecond 
in command , undertook to infpire his intimidated 
forces ; and , waving his bonnet , cried out feveral 
times , Revenge i This animated his men to fuch 
a degree , that they followed him ciofe to the muzzles 
of the mufquets * pufhed afide the bayonets with their 
targets , and with their broad fwords did great exe- 
cution. A total rout of. that wing of the royal 
army enfued , and general With am , their com- 
mander , flying full fpeed to Stirling , gave out 
that all was loft. In the mean time , the duke of 
Argyll , who commanded in perfon on the right, 
attacked the left of the enemy and drove them be- 
fore him for two miles , though they often faced 
about, and attempted to rally. The duke, having 
thus entirely broke the left , and pufhed them over 
the river Allen , returned to the field , where he 
found that part of the rebel army which had been 
vi&orious ; but , inflead of renewing the engage- 
ment , both armies continued to gaze at each other , 
neither caring to attack ; till towards evening both 
fides drew oit, each boafting of vi&ory. Which- 
ever might claim the triumph , it muft be owned , 
that all the honour , and all the advantages of the 
day , belonged only to the duke of Argyll, It was 
* fumcient for him to have interrupted the enemies 
proerefs; and delay was to them a defeat. The 
earl of Mar therefore foon found his difappoint- 
menrs and lofles increase. The caftle of Inver- 
nefs, of which he was in poffeflion; was delivered 
up to the king by lord Lovat , who had hitherto 
appeared in the intereft of the pretender. The 
marquis of Tuilibardine left the earl to defend his 
ttwn country , and many of the clans , feeing no 
likelihood of coming foon to a fecond engagement , 
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returned borne; for an irregular army is much eafier 
led to battle ,-than induced to bear the fatigues of a 
_ campaign. 

The pretender might now be convinced of the 
vanity of his expe&ations ,' in imagining that the 
whole country would rife up in his caufe. His af- 
fairs were a&ually defperate; yet, with the ufual 
infatuation of the family, he refolved to hazard his. 
perfon among his friends .in Scotland , at a time 
when fuch a meafure was totally ufelefs. Paffing 
therefore through France in difguife , and embark- 
ing in a fmall veffel at Dunkirk , he arrived , on the 
twenty-fecond day of December, on the coafts of 
Scotland with only fix gentlemen in his retinue. 
Upon his arrival in Aberdeen, he was folemnly 
proclaimed s and foon after made his public entry 
into Dundee. Tn two days more , he came ^to- 
Scoon , where he intended to have the ceremony 
of his coronation performed. He ordered thankf- 
givings for his fafe arrival ; in joined the minifters* 
to pray for him in the churches ; and , without 
the fmalleft fhare of power , went through all the 
ceremonies of royalty , which were at fuch a junc- 
ture, perfe&ly ridiculous. After this unimportant 
parade , he refolved to abandon the enterprife with 
the fame levity with which it had been undertaken 9 
and embarked again for France, together with the 
earl of Mar , and fome others, in a fmall fhip that 
lay in the harbour of Montrofe ; and , in five days , 
arrived at Gravelin. General Gordon , who was 
left commander in chief of the forces, with the af- 
fiftance of the earl-marfhall , proceeded with them 
to Aberdeen , where he fecured three veflels to fail 
northward , which took on board the perfons who 
intended to make their efcape to the continent. In 
this manner the rebellion was fuppreffed; but the. 
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fury of the vi&ors did not feesn in the leaft to 
abate with- Succefs. The law was now put in 
force, with all its terrors; and the prifons of 
London were crowded with thofe deluded wretches, 
whom the miniftry Shewed no diSpofition to (pare. 
The commons, in their addrefs to the crown, de- 
clared they would proSecute , in the mod vigorous 
manner , the authors of the rebellion ; and their 
resolutions were as Speedy as their meafures were 
vindictive. The earls of Derwentwater , Nithif* 
dale , Carnwarth , and Wintown j the lords Wid« 
rington, Kenmuir , and Nairn, were impeached. 
The habeas corpus ad was Suspended; and the 
rebel lords, upon pleading guilty, received Sen- 
tence of death. Nothing could foften the privy 
council ; the houfe of lords even prefented an ad- 
drefs to the throne for mercy , bat without effeft. 
Orders were difpatched for executing the earls of 
Derwentwater and Nithifdale, and the vifcount 
Kenmuir, immediately; the others were refpited 
for three weeks longer. Nithifdale , however, 
efcaped in woman's cloaths , which were brought 
him by his mother , the night before his intended 
execution. Derwentwater and Kenmuir were 
brought to the Scaffold on Tower hill , at the hour 
appointed. Both underwent their Sentence with 
ealmnefs and intrepidity , pitied by all , Seemingly 
lefs moved them Selves than the Spectators. 

An ad of parliament was alto made for trying 
the private prifoners in London , and not in Lan- 
cashire , where they were taken in arms ; which 
proceeding , was in Some meafure r an alteration 
of the ancient constitution of the kingdom ; when 
Fofter, Mackintosh. , and Several others , were found 
guilty. Fofter, however, efcaped Srom Newgate, 
And reached the continent in Safety ; and Some time 
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after alfo Mackintoih , with fome others , forced 
their way , having mattered the keeper and turn- 
key , and difarraed the centind. Four of five were 
hanged, drawn , and quartered; among whom was 
William Paul , a clergyman , who profefled him- 
felf a true and Sincere member of the church of 
England ; but not of that fchifmatical church 
whofe bifhops had abandoned their king. Such was 
the end of a rebellion , probably firft inipired by the 
rigour of the new whig miniftry and parliament* 
In running through the viciffitudes of human trans- 
actions , we too often find both fides culpable ; 
and Co it was in this cafe. The royal party afted 
under the influences of partiality, rigour, and pre- 
judice ; gratified private animofity under the maflc 
of public juftice ; and , in their pretended love 
of freedom , forgot humanity. On the other hand 9 
the pretender's party aimed, not only at fub- 
verting the government , but the religion of the 
kingdom : bred a pap i ft himfelf , he "confided only in 
counfellors of his own perfuafion ; and moft of 
thofe who adhered to the caufe , were men of in- 
different morals , or biggoted principles* Cle- 
mency , however, in the government, at that time , 
would probably have extinguished all the factious 
fpirit which has hitherto ditturbed the peace of this 
country; for it has ever been the character of the 
Englifh, that they are more eafily led than drive* 
into loyalty. 

LETTER LIII. 

XN a government fo very complicated as that of 
England, it muft neceffarily change from itfelf * 
in a revolution of even a few years, as fome «f 
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its weaker branches acquire ftrength , or its flronger 
decline. At this period , the rich and noble Teemed 
to poffefs a greater {hare of power than they bad 
done for feme ages preceding ; the houfe of com- 
mons became each day a flronger body, at once 
more independent on the crown and the people. It 
was now teen that the rich could at any time buy 
their election ; and that while their laws governed 
the poor, they might be enabled to govern the 
law. The rebellion was now extinguished; and 
the feverities which juftice had inflicted, excited 
the difcontent of m^ny , whofe humane paflions 
were awakened as their fears began to fubfide. This 
ferved as a pretext for continuing the parliament, 
and repealing the a& by which they were to be 
diffolved at the expiration of every third year. Aa 
a& of this nature , by which a parliament thus ex- 
tended their own power , was thought by many 
the ready means of undermining the conftitution; 
for if they could with impunity extend their con- 
tinuance for feven years , which was the time pro- 
pofed, they could alfo for life continue their power; 
but this , it was obferved , was utterly incompatible 
with the fpirit of legiflation. The bill, however, 
paired both houfes; all objections to it were confi- 
tiered as difafFe&ion ; and , in a fliort time , it re- 
ceived the royal fan&ion. The people might mur- 
mur at this encroachment; but it was now too late 
for redrefs. 

Domeftic concerns being thus adjufled , the king 
began to turn his thoughts to his Hanoverian do- 
minions , and determined upon a voyage to the con- 
tinent. Nor was he without his fears for his do- 
minions there, as Charles XII of Sweden pro- 
feffed the higheft difpleafure at his having entered 
into a confederacy againft him in his ab fence. 
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Having therefore paffed through Holland to Hano> 
ver, in order to fecure his German territories , he 
entered into a treaty with the Dutch and the re* 
gent of France, by which they promifed mutually 
to affift each other in cafe of invafion ; but the 
death of. the Swedifh monarch, who was killed 
by a cannon-ball at the liege of Frederickftadt , 
foon put an end to his difquietudes from that quar- 
ter. However, his majefty, to fecure himfelr, as 
far as alliances could add to his fafety , entered into 
various negotiations with the different powers of 
Europe; fome were brought to accede by money, 
others by promifes. Treaties of this kind feldom 
give any real fecurity : they may be confidered as 
mere political playthings ; they amufe for a while, 
and then are thrown negle&ed by, never more to 
be heard of, as nothing but its own internal ftrength 
can guard a country from infult* . 

Among other treaties concluded with fuch inten- 
tions , was that called the Quadruple Alliance. It 
was agreed upon, between the Emperor , France, 
England, and Holland, that the emperor fhould 
renounce all pretentions to the crown of Spain , 
and exchange Sardinia for Sicily with the duke 
of Savoy : that the fucceffion to the duchies of 
Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, ihould be fettled 
on the queen of Spain's eldeft fon, in cafe the pre- 
fent poneiTors fhould -die without male iffue. This 
treaty was by no means favourable to the interests 
of England , as it interrupted the commerce with 
Spain ; and as it deflvoyed the balance of power 
in Italy , by throwing too much into the hands of 
Auftria. However, England fitted out a nxong 
fquadron in order to bring Spain to terms , if that 
kingdom fhould infift upon its rights in Italy. The 
jrar between the emperor and the king of Spain wa$ 
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adually begun in that country f* and the media*' 
tion ef the king of England was reje&ed , as par* 
tial and unjuft. It was therefore refolved by the 
court of -London to fupport its negotiations with 
the ftrongeft reafons ; namely , thofe of war. Sir 
George Syng failed to Naples with twenty-two 
ihips of the line , where he was received as a deli- 
verer, that city having been under the utmoft ter- 
rors of an invafion trom Spain. Here the Eng- 
lish admiral received intelligence, that the Spanifii 
army amounting to thirty thoufand men , had 
landed in Sicily; wherefore he immediately de- 
termined to fail thither , fully refolved to purfue 
the Spanifli fleet. Upon doubling Cape Faro , he 
perceived two fmall Spanifli veflels , and purfuing 
them clofely , they led him to their main fleet, 
which, before noon , he perceived in line of battle, 
amounting , in all-, to. twenty-feven fail At fight 
of the Englifli , the Spanifli fleet ,- though fuperior 
in numbers , attempted to fail away , as the Eng- 
lifli had , for fome time , acquired fuch expertnefs 
in naval affairs, that no other nation would ven- 
ture to face them , except with manifeft difadvan- 
tage. The Spaniards feemed diftrafted in their 
councils , and a&ed with extreme confufion : they 
made a running fight ; but , notwithstanding what 
they could do, all but three were taken. The ad- 
miral, during this engagement , a&cd wifh equal 
prudence and refolution ; and the king wrote him 
a letter with his own hand , approving his conduft. 
This victory neceffarily produced the refentment 
and complaints of the Spanifli miniflers at all 
the courts of Europe , which induced England to 
r j4 D i t 1 8 declare war witn Spain ; and the 
" * regent of France joined England in 

a fimilar declaration. The duke of Ormond now, 
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fcnce more, hoped, by the afMance of cardinal 
Alberoni , the Spanifh minifier , to reftore the pre* 
tender in England : he accordingly fet fail with 
fome troop? , and proceeded as far as Cape Finit 
terre , where his fleet was difperfed and difabled 
by a violent ftorm , which entirely frustrated the 
armament; and, from that time, the pretender 
feemecVto lofe all hopes of being received in Eng- 
land. This blow of fortune , together with the 
bad fuccefs of the Spanifh arms in Sicily and elfe- 
where, once. more induced them to wifh for peace ; 
and the king of Spain was at laft contented to figit 
the quadruple alliance* 

King George having thus , with equal vigour 
and deliberation,, furmounted all the obftacles he 
met with in his way to the throne , and jufed every 
precaution that fagacity could fuggeft for fecuring 
himfelf in it, again returned to England , where the 
addreffes from both houfes were as loyal as he 
could expeS. From addrefling they turned to an 
objeft of the greateft importance ; namely , that 
of fecuring the dependency of the Irifh parliament 
upon that of Great Britain. Maurice Annefley 
had appealed to the houfe of peers in England ,. 
from a decree of the houfe of peers in Ireland ; 
which was reverfed. The Britilh peers ordered 
the barons of the exchequer in Ireland to put 
Mr. Annefley in poffeffion of the lands he had loft 
by the decree in that kingdom. The barons obeyed 
this order , and the Irifh houfe of peers paffed a vote 
againft them , as having attempted to diminish the 
juft privileges of the parliament of Ireland; and , at 
the lame' time ,' ordered the barons to be taken under, 
the cuftody of the black rod; On the other hand ; 
the houfe of lords in England refolved , that the ba- 
rons of the exchequer inlreland hadifted with cou* 
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rage and fidelity ; and addrefled the king to figm'/f 
his approbation of their conduct , by tone marks 
of his favour. To complete their intention , a bill 
was prepared , by which the Irifti houfe of lords was 
deprived of all right of final jurifdi&ion. This 
was oppofed in both houfes. In the lower houfe 
Mr. Pitt aflerted , that it would only increafe the 
power of the Englifh peers , who already had too 
much. Mr. Hungerfora demonstrated that the Irifh 
lords had always exerted their power of finally de- 
ciding caufes. The duke of Leeds produced fif- 
teen reafons againft the bill ; but 9 notwithstanding 
all oppofition, it was carried by a great majority, 
and received the royal affent. The kingdom of 
Ireland was not at that time , fo well acquainted 
with the nature of liberty , and its own conftiru- 
tion , as it is at prefent. Their houfe of lords might 
then confift moftjy of men bred up in luxury and 
ignorance ; neither fpirited enough to make oppo* 
fition , nor fkilful enough to condud it. 

But this blow, which the Irifh felt feverely , vras 
not fo ereat as that which England now began to 
fuffer from that fpirit of avarice and chicanery 
which had infeded almoft all ranks of people, 
In the year 1720, John Law, a Scotfman, nad 
erected a company in France under the name of 
the Miffifippi ; which at firft promifed the de- 
luded people immenfe wealth, but too foon ap- 
peared an impofture , and left the greateft part of 

■\j n y*«t tnat na ^o n * n i""" 1 and diftrefs. The 
ji.u. 1711. yeaf fou owin „ the pe0 p le of Eng- 

land were deceived by juft fuch another project 
which is remembered by all by the name of the 
South-Sea fcheroe ; and to this day felt by thou* 
iands. To explain this as concifely as poffible , 
It is to be obferved f that , ever (trice the tes<b* 
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tien, the government not having fufficient fup- 
plies granted by parliament; or, what was granted 
requiring time to be collected, they were obliged 
to borrow money from feveral different companies, 
of merchants, and, among the /reft, from that 
company which traded to the South Sea. In the 
year 1^16 , they were indebted^ to this company, 
about nine millions and an half of money , for 
which they granted annually at the rate of fix per 
cent intereft. As this company was not. the only 
one to which the government was debtor, and 
paid fuch laree intereft yearly , Sir Robert Walpole, 
conceived a defign of leffening thefe national debts,, 
by giving the leverar companies an alternative „ 
either or accepting a lower intereft , namely s five 
per cent for their money, or of being paid the prin- 
cipal. The different companies chofe rather to 
accept of the diminifhed intereft than the capital ; 
and the South-Sea company, accordingly, having 
made up their credit to the government ten millions, 
inftead of fix hundred thoufand pounds which they 
ufually received as Intereft, were fatisfied with five 
hundred thoufand* In the fame manner the go- 
vernors and company of the bank, and other com- 
panies, were contented to receive a diminifhed 
annuity for their feveral loans , all which greatly 
leffened the debts of the nation* It was in this 
fituation of things that Sir John Blount, who 
had teen bred a fcrivener, and was poffeflcd of 
all the cunning and plaufibility requifite for fuch 
an undertaking, propofed to the miniftry, in the 
name of the South-Sea company , to leffen the 
■ational debt'ftill farther, by permitting the South- 
Sea company to % buy up all the debts of the differ- 
ent companies , and thus to become the principal 
creditor of the date. The terms offered the govemj 
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ment were extremely advantageous. The SouuV 
Sea company was to redeem the debts of the natioa 
out of the hands of the private proprietors , who 
were creditors to the government, upon whatever 
terms they could agree. on; and, for the intereftof 
this money 9 which they had thus redeemed, and 
taken into their own hands , they would be contented 
to be allowed for fix years five wr cent , and then the 
intereft itiould be reduced to four per cent, and be 
redeemable by parliament. For thefe purpofes a 
bill jpaffed both houfes ; and as the aire&ors of 
the South-Sea company could not of themfelves 
alone be fuppofed to be pofleffed of money fufficienr 
to buy up thefe debts of the government , they 
were empowered to raife it by opening a fubferip- 
tion , and granting annuities to fuch proprietors as 
fliould think proper to exchange their creditors; 
namely , the crown for the South-Sea company, 
with the advantages that might be made by their 
irjduftry. The fuperior advantages with which 
thefe proprietors were flattered K by thus exchang- 
ing their property in the government funds for 
South-Sea company flock , were a chimerical prof- 
peft of having their money turned to great advan- 
tage, by a commerce to the fouthern » parts of 
America , where it was reported that the Englifh 
were to have fome new fettlements granted them 
by the king of Spain. The diredors books there- 
fore were no fooner opened for the firft fubferip- 
tion , but crowds came to make the exchange : 
the clelufion fpread; fubferiptions in a few days 
fold for double the price they had been bought 
for. The fcheme fucceeded , and the whole nation 
was infected with a fpirit of avaritious enterprife. 
The 1 ' infatuation prevailed; the flock increased to 
Jr furprifing degree; but, after a few months, the 

jpeople 
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people awaked from their delirium; they found 
that ail the advantages to be ex peeled were merely 
imaginary , and an infinite number of families 
were involved in ruin. .Many of the direftors , 
whofe arts -had raifed thefe vain expectations , had 
amafled furprifing fortunes : it was, however, one 
confolation to the nation to find the parliament 
Gripping them of their ill-acquired wealth ; and 
orders were given to remove all dire&ors of the 
South-Sea company from their feats* in the houfe 
of commons t or the places they pofieifed under 
the government. The delinquents being puniflied 
by a forfeiture of their eftates , the parliament next 
converted its attention toward redreffing the fuf- 
ferers. Several ufeful and jiift resolutions w«re 
taken , and a bill was fpeedily prepared for repair- 
ing the mifchief. Of the profit > arifing from the 
South-Sea fcheme, the fum of feven millions was 
granted to the ancient proprietors j feverr»l addi- 
tions alfo were made to their dividends out of what 
was pofleffed by the company in their own right; 
the remaining capital flock alio was divided among 
all the proprietors at the rate of thirty-three pounds 
per ctnu In the mean time petitions from all 
parts of the kingdom were prefented to the houfe - 
demanding juftice ; and the whole nation feemea 
exafperated to the higheft degree. During thefe 
tra n factions , the king, wkh ferenity and wisdom # - 
p redded at the h.lm , influenced his parliament to 
purfue equitable meafures, and, by h:s councils t ' 
endeavoured to reftore the credit of the nation. 

The dif.ontents occafioned by thefe public ca« 
lamities, once more gave the difaffe&ed pa^ty 
hopes of rlfing ; but in all their councils they 
were weak , divid d , and wavering. Their pre- 
sent defigns , therefore , could not efcape the vigi* 

Vol. II G 
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lance of the king , who had emiffaries in every 
court , and who had made , by his alliances , every 
potentate* friend to his caufe. He was therefore 
informed , by the duke of Orleans, .regent of France, 
of a new confpiracy againft him bjr feveral perfons 
of diftinaion , which poftponed his intended jour- 
ney to Hanover. Among thofe againft whom the 
moft pofxtive evidence was obtained, was Mr. 
. A „ Chriftopher Layer , a young gentle- 

A. D. i 7 m. man of the W id* Temple. He 
was convided of having inlifted men for the pre- 
tender's fervice, and received fentence of death; 
which he underwent , after having been often exa- 
mined , and having ftrenuoufly refined ; to the laft , 
to difcover Jiis accomplices. He was the only per- 
fon who fuffered death upon this occafion; but ie- 
votat noblemen of high diftinaion were made pn- 
foners upon fufpicion. The duke .of Norfolk , 
the bifhop of Rochefter, lord Orrery , and lord 
North an4 Grey , were of this number. Oflfhefe, 
all but the bifhop of Rochefter came off without 
punifhment, the circumftances not being fuffici- 
ent againft them for conviftion. A bill was 
brought into the houfe of commbns againft him, 
although a" peer ; and though it met with fome op- 
pofition , yet it was refolved by a great majority, 
that he fhould be deprived of his office and bene- 
fice , and banifhed the. kingdom for ever. The 
bilhop made no defence in the lower houfe , referv- 
ing all his power to be exerted in the. houfe of 
lords. In that affembly he had many friends ; his 
eloquence, politenefs, and ingenuity * had procured 
him many;' and his caufe being heard , a long and 
warm debate was the confequence* As there was 
little againft him but intercepted letters , which 
were written in cypher , the earl Pawlet infilled 



m the danger and injuftice of departing , in fuclt 
:afes , from the fixed rules of evidence. The duke 
>f Wharton, having fommed up the depositions, 
md fliewn the Wuffiden*y of them ; concluded 
rith faying , That , let the Conferences be what 
hey woaid, he?. hoped the luflre of' that hbufe 
rouid be' never tarnifhcd , by condemning a mart 
rithofe evidence. The lord Bathurft fpoke alfo 
gainft the bill, obferving, That , if fuch extraordi- 
nary proceedings were countenanced, he faw no- 
hing remaining for him and others to do , but to 
etire to their conn try-h oil fes , and there, if pof- 
ible , quietly enjoy their eftares within their own 
amities, fince the leaft correfpondence , or inter- 
red letter , might be made criminal. Then 
urning to. the bifhops, he faid , he* could hardly 
iccount for the inirererate hatred and malice fome 
jerfons bore the ingenious Jbi/hop of Rocherter , 
mlefs fe was , that they were infatuated like the 
rild Americans, who fondly beKeved rhey inherit 1 , 
lot only the fpoils, but even the abilities of arr* 
nan they deftroy; *H* earl of Stafford (poke b4 
he fame fide ; as alfo M TreVor , who obferved* 
That , if men wStfe in thl* unprecedented' manner 
proceeded againft, wjthouf legal »pro6f ,' ft a* fliort 
ime the- miniftelte favour ittxild-be ♦the fubjeft's 
>nly protection j- bin that 'for Wmfelf ; h& apprei 
lenfioits of what he might -ftnTef' would' deter hM 
rom doing his duty. He was* anVwered by lord 
jeafieW* who endeavoured t6 ftew; tna*t, the ev*. 
lence wWch had4>eer* product Wfbrethem* w* 
umciei** ft> coirrftfctf any* rea&riaMe tmait; **rtl 
n this fee-'was fuppoKted by thte' tfckc 1 of Ar&vfl 
nd Jo*i -Lecbmet*. To'thKe lorti*C6wper r& 
,r d ? z- ^ hat th * &***>%<& *rgu«$nr tirged^in be- 
ulf o^ the bitt,;wa6 neeeffity^ butvfbv m -£arr\ 

G a. 
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be could fee nothing that could juftify fudi t* 
precedented, and fuch dangerous proceedings. The 
other party, however * (M little in anfivcr; po> 
haps already fenfible of a majority in their favour, 
The hill was patted againft the bifliop, and far* 
ral lords entered their proreft. Among the mem- 
bers in the houfe of commons , who bad eicned 
themfelves mod ftrenuoufly in the biihop's favour, 
was doftor Freind, the celebrated phyfictan; and 
he was now taken into cuflody on fufpicion of 
treafonable practices. He was Toon after, hov- 
cver, admitted to bail, his friend dodor Md 
becoming his fecurity. In two days after the 
bifliop of Rochefter embarked for baniftmem, 
accompanied with his daughter; and, on the fart 
day that he landed at Calais , the famous tord Bo- 
lingbroke arrived there, in his return to England, 
having obtained his majefty's pardon : upon which 
the btfhop , fmiling , (aid , His lordship md 1 an 
exchanged. In this manner the bifhop continued 
in exile and poverty till he died ; though it may not 
|>e improper to obferve , that dodor SachevcrcJ left 
fetm, by wilt , five hundred pounds. 

Few tranfadtont of importance happened dtir- 
Sog the reitwtndejr of .this reign : the miniftry were 
employed in making various and cxpenfive fiegom- 
irons , and covenants made without faith * and only 
ebferved from motives of intereft or fear. Tb 
parliament made alfo fome eflfore to check tb« 
progrcis of v4ee and immorality , which now be- 
am to be diffufed through every rank of life : 
luxury and profligacy had increased to a furprifaj 
(degree ; nor were there any nanfa&ions to fill the 
page of hiAory , except the mercenary fchemes of 
yiie projefiors, or the tafteieft profufion of net* 
m<fe opulence. The treat** lawiy concluded rA 
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[pain were again broken, perhaps by every party: 
dmifal -Hofier was fent to intercept the Span ilk 
;alleons from America , of. which the Spaniards 
>eing apprized, remanded back their treafure; and 
he gre£teft part of the Eriglifli fleet, fent on this 
jrrand', was rendered, by the worms , entirely unfit 
br fervice, and the men were cut * D t <9i&: 
>ff by the unhealthy climate and long 7 °* 

iroyage. To retaliate this, the Spaniards undertook 
:he fiege of Gibraltar, and with fimilar fuccefs. 
New treaties were fet on foot ; France , offered its 
mediation; and fuch a reconciliation as treaties 
could procure was the confequence* 

The king had jiot now, for two years, vifited 
his German dominions; and therefpre, foon. after 
the breaking up of parliament , he prepared for a 
journey to Hanoyer. Accordingly , having ap- 
pointed ^an adminiltration ia his abfence, he em- 
barked for Holland ; lay , upon bis landing , at 
the little town of Vert.; next day proceeded on his - 
journey ; and , in two day& more , between ten and 
eleven at night \ arrived at Delden, in all appear- 
ance in perfect health. He fupped there very 
heartily , and continued his progrefs early the next 
morning. Between eight and nine he ordered the 
coach to flop, and, it being perceived that one of 
his hands lay montiootefs* monlieur Fabrice , who 
had formerly been the fervant of the king of 
Sweden , and now attended king George , chafed 
it between his/ As this had no effec), the fur* 
geon was called , who followed on liQrfeback ^ and 
alfo rubbed it with fpirits : fopn after the king's 
tongue began to fwell , and he had juft force enough 
to bid themhaften to Ofnaburg; and, falling into 
FabrieeV arms, quite infenfible, never recovered, 
but. expired about,<eleven o'clock the next tnonv- 



yo AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

ing. He died on Sunday the eleventh of June; 
ifiy , in the fixty eighth year of his age; andia 
the thirteenth of his reign. Whatever was good 
Or great in the reign of Ueoree I i ought to be at- 
tributed wholly to himfelf ; whenever he deviated, 
k might juftly be imputed to a minlftry always 
partial , and often corrupt. He was aim oft ever 
attended with good fortune , which, was parity 
Q,wing to prudence , and more to afiiduity. In fliorr, 
his fucceffes are 'the ftrongeft inftance of how much 
may be atchieved by moderate abilities exerted 
vrith application and uniformity. , 

LETTER LIV. 

X Have not hitherto find any thing of the lite 
rature of the prefent period , having refolved to 
refer it to a feparat e letter , in which we may have 
a more perfpicuous view of it than if blended with 
the ordinary occurrences of the ftate. Though 
learning had ne-ver received fewer encouragements 
than in the present reign , yet it never ilourifted 
more. That fpirit of phUofophy which had been 
excited in former ages, ftill continued to operate 
with the greateft fuccefs , and produced the greateil 
men in every profeflion. Among the divines , At« 
terbury and Clarke diftingutfhed -themfelves. As 
a preacher , Atterbuvy united all the graces o( ftyle 
with all the elegance of a fiift* delivery ; he was 
natural , polite , fpirited; and his fe*mons*inay he 
ranked among the firft o( this period. Clarke , ofl 
the other hand , defpifm^ the graces of eloquence, 
'only fought after convi&ion, with rigorous though 
phlegmatic exaclnefs , and brought moral truths 
almoft to mathematical precifton. Yet-neither he 



IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, if* 

Cudworth , nor any other divine, did fuch fervice 
to the. reafoning world, as the great Mr.^Johti 
Locke, who .may be juflly faid to have reformed 
all our .modes of thinking in metaphyfical inquiry. 
Though the jargon of fchools had been before him 
arraigned, yet feveral of their errors had ftill fub- 
fifted , and were regarded as true. Locke there- 
fore fet himfelf to overturn their fyftems, and re- 
fute their abfurdities : thefe he effectually accom- 
plifhed ; for which reafons his book , which , when 
publifhed; was of infinite fervice , maybe found lefs 
ufefiil at prefent , when the doctrines it Was calcu- 
lated to refate are no longer fubfifting. 

Among the moral writers of this period , the 
earl of Shafteftury is not to be paffed over , whofe 
elegance , in fome meafure , recompences for his 
want of folidity. The opinions of all latter writers 
upon moral fubje&s are only derived from the 
ancients. Morals are a fubject on which the in- 
duftry of man has been exercifed in every agg ; 
«nd an infinite* number of fyftems have been the 
refult. That of Shaftefoury , in which he efta- 
blishes a natural fenfe of moral beauty , was ori- 

finaliy profeffed by Plato , and only adorned by the 
Inglish philosopher. 

This feemed to be v the age of /peculation. Berke- 
ley , afterwards bishop of Cloyne , in Ireland , fur- 
pafled all his cotemporaries in fubtlety of dtfquifi- 
tion ; but the mere efforts of reafon , which art 
exerted rather to raife doubt than procure certain- 
ty , will never meet with much favour from fo vain 
a betn^ as man. 

L^rd Bolipghmlce Fnd a ir o fome repn»anon for 
rrj-raphynca' irtcrnry : his friends exto'led his fa- 
gnciry on trr-t Head , and* t } e public were willing 
enough td acquiefce id their opinion ; his feme 
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therefore might have continued to rife, or, ar !ean\ 
would h>ve never funk , if he had never publifhe^. 
His works have appeared, and the public are ro 
longer in their former fentiments. * 

In mathematics and natural philofophy, trie vein 
©pened by Newton was profecuted with fuccefs: 
dottor Halley illuftrated the theory of the tides, 
and increafed the catalogue^ of the ftars ; while 
Gregory reduced aflrorfomy to one comprehenfive 
and regular fyftem. 

Doclor Ftfeind , in medicine , produced fothe in- 
genious, theories , which , if they did not improve 
the art , at lead fhewed his abilities and Jearning in 
his profeffion. Potior Mead was equally elegant, 
and more fuccefsful ; to him is owing the ufeful 
improvement of tapping in the dropfy , by meafis 
©fafwathe.- 

But, of all the other arts , poetry in this age vas 
carried to the greateft perfection. The language, 
for (otne ages , had been improving , biit now fecm- 
ed entirely divefled of its roughnefs and barbariiy, 
Among the poets of this period we may place John 
Phillips , author of feveral poems , but of none 
more admired than that humourous one, intitled 
The Splendid Shilling : he lived in obfeurity, and 
died juft above want. William Cortgfeve deferves 
jalfo particular notice : his comedies , fome of which 
were but coolly received upon their firft appearance, 
ieemed to mend upon repetition ; and he is , at pre- 
ient, juftly allowed the foremoft in that fpe_cies of 
/dramatic poefy : his wit is ever juft and brilliant; 
his fentiments • new and lively ; and his elegance 
equal to his regularity •* Next him Vanbrugh is 
placed , whofe humour feems more natural , and 
characters more new ; but he owes too many obli- 
gations to the Fxench to f *fc entirely for an ori- 
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pnal; and his. total disregard of decency y ii| x ' 
great meafure , impairs his merit Farquhar is ftill 
more lively , and , perhaps, more entertaining than' 
either : his pieces continue the favourite perform- 
ance of the ftage, and bear frequent repititioa 
without fatiety ; hut he often miftakes pertneis for 
wit , and feldom ftrikes his characters with proper 
force or originality. However, be died very young;, 
and it is remarkable , that he continued to improve 
as he grew. older; his laft play, inritled The Beaux 
Stratagem, being, the bed of his productions. Ad- 
difon , both as a poet a»d profe writer , deferves the 
jhigheft regard and imitation. His Campaign , and 
Letter to lord Halifax from Italy , are mailer-pieces 
& io the former., and his effays puhlifhed in the Spec* 
tator are inimitable fpecimens of the latter. What* 
ever he treated of was handled with elegance and 
precHioft y and that virtue which was taught in hi* 
writings , was enforced 'by his example. Steele 
was Addiforfs friend and admirer : his comediejt 
are perfectly polite, chafte, and genteel; nor were 
his other works contemptible : he wrote on feverai 
fubje&s, and yet it is amazing, in the multi- 
plicity of his purfuits, how he found ieifure for 
the difcuffion of any ; ever persecuted by credi- 
tors, whom his profufenefs drew upon him , or 
purfuing impracticable fchemes , fuggefted by ili- 
grounded ambition. Dean Swift wis the profeffed 
antagonift of both Addifon and him. .tie per- 
ceived that there was a fpirit of romance mixed 
with all the works of the poets who preceded him ; 
or, in other words, that they had drawn nature on 1 
the moft pleafmg fide. There (till therefore was a 
place left for him 9 who , carelefs of cenfbre, fltould 
defcribe it juft aS it was, with all its deformities; 
he therefore owes much of his fame, not foimtdi 
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to the greatnefs of Jus genius , as to the boldnds 
of 4t. He was dry, iarcafiic , and fever* ; «nd 
foited his ftyle exa&ly to the turn of his thought, 
being concife and nervous. In this period alfo 
fiouriihed many of foborditifcpe fame. TrWr was 
the firft who adopted the Freifch elegant eafy mafr 
ner of telling a Aory ; but if what* he has bor- 
rowed from that nation be takdn from him, : fcarci 
any thing will be left np6n which he* c&0 lay 
claim to applaufe in poetry. Howe was only out- 
done by Snakelpear and Otway as.a tragic writer: 
he has fewer abfurdities than either, -and isyper- 
baps, as pathetic as they ; but hU flights are not 
fo bold , nor his characters fo (trongiy marked 
Perhaps 'his coming Utc/ than the reft may. have 
contributed: to leffen the eiteeiti he defer veto ^Gtfnlk 
bad Aiccrfsias a 'poet; and, for a cjme>,' his faint 
«rds even greater than bis rieferr* In hi$» nKiftii 
pal work > the Difpenfacys his, verification is neg- 
ligent , and his plot '« now become tedious ; but 
whatever he may. lofe as a poet , it would be im- 
proper to- rob htm of ihetoerk- he deferves for hav- 
ing written the. profe- dedication, and* preface, to 
the poem already mentioned, in which he has 
{hewn the fmdV win, wih (he moft reiki ed ele- 
gance. ♦ Paroel, though he ha* written but one 
poem', namely the Herrfyt » yet ^ has found a place 
wnoiig the Engtofh nV&ra*e poets. Gay, likewife, 
by his Fables and Pa&orals, has acquired- an equal 
reputation. But of att who have added to the flock 
pf Eng'ifli poetry , Pope, perhaps ,'deferves the firft 
place. On hin- foreigners look as one of the moft 
fuccifbful writers of his. time: hte verification is 
the -moft harmonious , and, his carfie^ne&^the moi 
remarkable % of all our poets. A noted cotetnpo- 
jary of ins own , call* the Eflgkliv the fine&tfnte* 
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on .moral topics , and'Pope the nobleft moral writer 
of all the EngHfh. Mr. 1 Pppe bas fomewhere 
named himfelf the laft EnglifK miife ; and , indeed, 
fince his time , we have feen fcarce any produc- 
tion that can jiiftly lay claim to immortality : 
he earned. the language fo its higheft perfeftioni; 
and thofe-who have attempted' ftill -farther io j'm* . 
prove it, inftead! of ornament, have only caught 
finery. 

Such was the learning of this period ; it flou- 
rifhed without encouragement , and the Englifh 
tafte feemed todiffufe itfelf over all Europe. The 
French' tragedies began to be' written after the 
model of ours ; our^philofophy was adopted by all 
who pretended to reafao for themfelves. At pre- 
fent , however , when the learned* of Europe are 
turned to the Englifli writers for inftria&ion , all 
fpirit of learning has ceafed among us. So little 
has been got by literature for more than an age, 
that none choofe to turn to* it for preferment. 
Church preferments ,which'w*re once giveta as the 
rewards of teaming, have ,ifor fomeittme, deviated 
to the intriguing, venal , and bafe. All defire of 
novelty , fn .thinking , is fupprcflfcd amoiijrnV us ; 
and our fdhol«r» H . more pleafed withMfeeimty'iihrf 
eafo than ihonofor ; coblly ^follow* th* i-eafoi?i»«sil>f 
their predeeeflbrs , and walk round the circle df 
/former difcovery. . > , ^ • . 
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LETTER LV. 

I'pon the death of George I, bis foa Gcorp 
II, afcended th.e throne; of inferior abilities to 
i-j wy the late king , and confeqnenrfy (hi 

**' m 7 7- more ftrongly attached to his domi* 
aVions on the continent. The various fubfidtes that 
had been in the laft reign granted to maintain 
foreign connexions, were mil kept up in this; and 
the fare fyftem of politics underwent no fort of 
alterari n* The rights and privileges of the throne 

x>f England were * in general , committed to the 
mirttfter's care ; the royal concern being chiefly 
fixed upon balancing the German powers, and 

gaining an afcendancy lor the ekdor of Hanover 
m the empire. The miniftry was, at-firftj cfi- 

, vided between lord Townihend, a man of exten« 
five knowledge; the earl of Chefterfieid , the only 

•man of genius employed under this government; 
and Sir Robert Wat pole , who foon after engrofied 

.the greateft fliare of the adminiftration to fatmfelfc 

r < Sir Robert Walpole, who is to. make the prm* 

-ciple figure in the preferit reign , had, from low be- 

?inmngs , railed htmferf to the head of the treaCtry, 
trongfy attached to the houfe of Hanover , and 
serving tr at times when it wanted his affiftance, 
lie ftilt maintained the prejudices with wlpch he 
fet out ; and unaware of the alteration of fenn- 
snents in the nation , ftil! attempted to goverA by 
party. He, probably, like every other misiflef, 
began by endeavouring to ferve his country ; but 
meeting with ftrong oppofition , his fuccceding en- 
deavours were rather employed in maintaining his 
~ than of being Serviceable is it. The declia- 
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ing prerogative of the crown might have been, aft 
early obje& of his attention ; but , in the fe&uel , 
thole very measures which he took to in create it t 
proved to be the moft effectual means of under- 
mining jyt. As lately } all his aims were turned 
only to fervc himfelf and his friends, he under- 
took to make a'jnajority in the bouie of commons 9 
by bribing the members : and, what was dill worfe, 
avowed the corruption. As all fpirit of integrity 
was now laughed out of the kingdom ; and as the 
people were neld to duty by no motives of reli- 
gious obedience to the throne , patriotifm' was ridi- 
culed , and venality pra&i&d without fliaroe. As 
fuch a difpofition of things naturally produced op- 
pofition , Sir Robert was poflefled of a moft phleg- 
matic infenfibiftity to bear reproach , and a calm 
dtfpaffionate way of reasoning upon fuch topics as 
he defined to enforce. His difcourfe was fluent 
without eloquence ; and his reafons convincing:, 
with ^ut any ihare of elevation* 

The honfe of commons, which in the preced- 
ing reign , had been dtftinguMhed into whigs and 
Jacobites, now underwent another change, ami 
was again divided into die court and country parry; 
The court party were for favouring all the lchemes * 
of t\e miritftry , and applauding all the measures 
of the crown. They regarded foreign alliances aft 
conducive, to internal fecurity ; and paid the troops 
of other countries for their promifes of future suTift- 
ance. Of thefe Sir Robert was the leader; and 
fuch as he could not convince by his eloquence* 
he undertook to buy over by places and pennons. 
The other fide , who called themfe'ves the country 
party , were entirely averfe to continental con- 
nexions : they complained that ifnmenfe fums 
were fcsiihed oa fiMdics which could never tp 
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tifeful; and that allfances were bought w;th mo- 
«ey which shoiil I be only rewarded by a recipro- 
cation of good intentions. Thefe looked, upon the 
frequent journies of the king to his electoral do- 
minions with a jealous eye , and fometiraes hinted 
at the alienation of the royal affecYions from Eng- 
land. Moft of thefe had been ftrong aflfertors of 
-the proteftant fucceflion ; and not fearing the re- 

£ roach of jacobitifm , they fpoke with ftill greater 
oldncfs. As fhe court party generally threatened 
the boufe of commons with imaginary dangers to 
the ftate ; fo thefe of the country ufually declaimed 
*gain(t the encroachments of the prerogative. The 
threats of neither were founded in truth :*the king- 
dom was in no danger from abroad ; nor was in- 
ternal liberty in the leaft infringed* by the crown. 
On the contrary, thofe who viewed the flare with 
•an unprejudiced eye , were of opinion , that fhe pre- 
rogatives of the crown , were the only part of the 
constitution that was growing every day weaker; 
that, while *fhe kings thoughts were tnrned to fo- 
reign concerns , the miniftry were unmindful of 
flits authority at home ; and N that every day the 
•government was making hafty fteps to an artflo- 
*rracy , the word of all governments. As Wal- 
yole headed the co*. rt rarty ,' fo ihe leaders of 
the oppofire fide were Mr. William Pitt, Mr. 
Shippen , Sir Wil iam Wyndham , and 'Mr. Hun- 
jgerford. 

The great obje&s of 'comroverfy driring this 
•feign ,' were the national debt, and the number of 
forces to be kept in pay. The government, at 
the acceffion of the prefent monarch, owed more 
than thirty millions of money; aftd, though it was 
*a, t me or profound peace, yet this fum was con- 
nmually found to increafe. To pay off -this , the 
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wnrniftry propofed many proje&s, and rut (bme 
into execution ; but what could be expe&e4 front 
a fet of men , who made the public wealth only fub- 
iervient"to- private imereft, and who. «jrew power- 
ful on the wrecks of their country? Demands fof 
new (uppHes were made €?ve*y ieflioh of parlia- 
ment, either 2 for: the purpofes of fecuring friend* 
upon the continent * oF guardiil^ the 'internal po^ 
lity , <>r for enabling the miniftry to a& vigorously 
in donfUtt&ion with th^ir alhes abroad. Thefe 
-were as regularly oppofed as made : the fpeakets of 
the country party ever inftfted, that the Englifh had 
*io ;6ufine(s to embroil themfelvcs with the affairs 
4>f the continent; that expenses were incurred 
without prudence, or neceflity; and that the in* 
cre£fe of the national debt , by rfmlti plying taxes % 
would at length- became intolerable to' the peoples 
Whatever -reafon there might be in ,n fuch argu* 
nftms, they were, notwithftandng , conftantly 
over-ruled; aftd every demand granted with pka- 
fure and profufion. * ' ' . 

Aft thefe treaties and alliances , however ,in which) . 
the kingdom had been lately involved , feemed nfr 
way prgdu&iveof th4 general 'trairqiiilhy expe£ed 
front 'them Th£ Spaniards ,iwbo~>had tteve* beeti 
thorotigWy reciorvclfcd^i, HW ; itfmimied their "dd* 
predatfon^V'^ami plundered fWe Englifti taercftantl 
upon rhe (buthern coafts of America ,• as if they 
had befcn • pirates; This was the reign of nego- 
tiations ; and from 'thefe ajbne y the miniftry pro- 
mifed thfmfelves 'antf the nation redrefs. SfriH*^ 
however , the -en^my went on no infult arid feizej, 
regardlefs of our vain expofWations. j rirtr+tf 
The Brit-4bvinif^dtel»».>^m^aine«, 4-W7*** 
■by petition 9 "&fi Che teffcftjfuftaimtf ^by 1 ' the- Spa* 
•tfifttdf ; aart^h* fcOflfe ^ vcgaWis dclAcritedi 
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upon this fubjed. They examined the evidence] 
and prefented an addrefs to his majefty. He pro- 
mifed them all poflible fatisfadion , and negotia- 
tions were begun as. formerly, and a nejr treaty 
was figned at Vienna between the emperor and 
the kings of Great Britain and Spain , tending to 
confirm the former. Though fuch tranfaftions 
did not give the fccurity that was expefted from 
them , yet they , in fome meafare , put off ihe 
troubles of Europe for a time* An interval of 
peace fucceeded , in which fcarce any events hap- 
pened that deferve the remembrance of an histo- 
rian : fuch intervals are, however, the periods of 
liappinefs to a people : for hiftory is too often bat 
Ae regifter of human calamities. By this treaty 
at Vienna the king of England conceived hopes 
that the peace ot Europe was eftabliflied upon 
the moft bfting foundation. Don Carlos, upon 
the death of the duke of Parma , was, by the tf- 
fiitance of an Englifh fleet , put in peaceable pof- 
feflion of Parma and Placentia. Six thousand 
Spaniards were quietly admitted , and quartered 
in the duchy of Tufcany, to fecure for him the 
reverfion of that dukedom. Thus we fee Europe, 
in fome meafure, refembling a republic ,, putting 
sionarchs into new kingdoms , and depriving others 
*f their fuccoflion by an univerfal concurrence. 
But this amicable aifpofition among, the great 
powers could never continue long; and # the re- 
public of Europe muft be but an empty name, un- 
til there be fome controlling power fet up by uni- 
verfal confent, to enforce obedience to the krw of 
nations. 

- During this interval of profound peace , nothing 
remarkable happened,. except the conrtant difputa- 
tionsiflithf hou/e f of common t.wbe/e the co* 
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lefts between the court and country party were 
carried on with the greateft acrimony i^the ipeeches 
on either fide being dilated lefs by reafon than 
refentment. A calm , uninterefted reader is now 
furprlfed at the heat with which many fubje&s, of 
little importance in ihemfelves, were difcuffed at 
that time ; he now fmiles at thofe denunciations of 
ruin with which their orations are replete. The 
truth is, the liberty of a nation is better fuppQrted 
by the oppofuion , than by what is faid in the op-, 
ppfitton. 

In times of profound tranquillity the flighted oc- 
currences become obje&s of univerfal attention. A 
fociety of men , in titled The Charitable Corporation ,' 
excited the indignation of the public. Their pro- 
fcfled intention was, to lend money at legal infereft 
to the poor, upon fmall pledges; and to perfons of 
better rank , upon proper fecurity. Their capital 
was at firft limited to thirty thoufand pounds; but 
tbey afterwards mcreafed it.to fix hundred^thoufand. 
This money was granted in 'by AibTcription ; and 
the care of conducting the capital. was intruded to 
a proper number of directors. This company t * 
having continued for more than twenty years , the 
caftiier , George Robinfon , and the warehoufe- 
keeper of the company , disappeared in one day. 
Five hundred 'thou fan d pounds of the capiraf ap- 
peared to be funk and embezzled by the directors ,' 
in a manner the proprietors could not account for. 
They therefore petitioned the houfe , representing 
the manner in which they had been defrauded of 
fuch vaft Aims of money , and the diftrefs to which 
many were reduced , in confeqnence of fuch im- 
pofition. The petition was received , and a fecret 
committee appointed to enquire into the grievance. 
They foon oifcovcred a f&oft iniquitous, fcene of 
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fraud, which had been carried on by Thorn for! 
and Robinfon , in concert with fome of the direc- 
tors, for embezzling the capital, and cheating the 
proprietors. Many perfons of rank and quality 
were concerned in this infamous confpiracy ; even 
fome of the* flrft characters in the nation did not 
efcape without cenfure. The houfe of commons 
declared their refentment, and expelled one or two 
of their members ; but the fufFerers met wiih 
•fcarce any redrefs. Nor can I mention fuch a cir- 
cumftance without reflecting on that (pint of 
•rapacity and avarice which infefted every ctegree of 
peop|e. An ill example in the governing part of 

' & country ever diffufes itfelf downward ; and while 
the miniftry do not Wufh at detection , the people 
pt every rank will not fear guilt. About this time 
not lefs than five members of parliament were ex- 
pelled for the moil fordid acts of knavery ; Sir 
JRobert Sutton , Sir Archibald Grant , and George 
Robinfon., for their frauds in the management of 
the Charitable Corporation fcheme ; Dennis Bond, 
cfquire , and ferjeant Burch , for a fraudulent fale of 
^he late earl of Derwentwater's forfeited eftates. 
•Luxury had produced prodigality , the fure parent 
of every meannefs. It was even affertcd in the 
koufe of lords , that not one {hilling of the for- 
feited eftates was ever applied to the fervice of the 
public , but became the reward of avarice and ve- 
xiality. 

Another occurrence of a more private nature 

"abo"t t! is time excited public companion , not 
without a degree of horror : Richard Smith , a 
-book -binder', and his wife, had long lived toge- 
ther, and ftruef»led with thofe wants, which , not- 
withftanding he profufion of the rich at this time, 

'jopprefied the poor. Their amtual tendernefs for 
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each other was the only comfort they had in their 
dinVefles , which diftreffes were increafed by having 
a child , which they knew not how to main- 
tain. At length they took the defperate refolu- 
tion of dying by their own hands ; the child's 
throat w,as cut , and the hu&and and wife were 
found hanging in their bed-chamber. They left a 
Jetter behind , ^containing the reafons which in- 
duced them to. this acV of defperation : they declar- 
ed , that they could no. longer fupport a life of fuch 
complicated wretchednefe ; and thought it tender- 
nefs to -take their child with them from a world 
where they" themselves had found no compa/Jion. 
Suicide , in many instances , is afcribed to phrenzy t 
we have here an inftance of felf-murder, concerted 
with compofure s and borrowing the aids of reafon 
fyr its vindication. 

LETTE R LVL 

Ahje hiflory of England ha* little during this 
interval to excite cunofity. The debates in par- 
liament grew every day more obftinate , as every 
fubjeA happened to come round in voting the 
annual fiipplies j but as the fubjecls were mortly 
the fame , fo alfo were the arguments. There, 
was one * however > of a different nature from thofe 
in the. ufual courfe of bufinefs , which was laboured 
for Arenuoufly. by the miniftry,and as warmly 
oppofed 'by their antagonists , namely , the excife 
bill, which Sir Robert Walpole in- + * 
troduced into the houfe, by firft de- " '"* 

claiming agaJnA the .frauds praclifed by the fidtors 
in London , who were employed by the American 
planter* in felling their tobacco. To prevent thefe 
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frauds he proposed , inftead of having the cufloms 
levied in the ufual manner upon tobacco , that 
what was imported ftiould be lodged in warehoufes 
appointed for that purpofe by the officers of the 
crown ; from thence to be fold , after, paying the 
duty of four- pence per pound , when the proprietor 
found a market for it : this propofal railed a vio- 
lent ferment not lefs in the houfe than without 
doors, Thofe who oppofed the fcheme, aflerted, 
that it would expofe the fa&ors to fuch hardfhips, 
that they would not be able to continue the trade, 
nor would it prevent the frauds complained of. 
They aflerted , that it would produce an additional 
fwarm of ex cife officers and warehoufe - keepers , 
which would at once render the miniftry formi- 
dable , and the people dependent. Arguments , 
however , were not what the miniftry mod dreaded; 
for the people had been raifed into fuch a ferment, 
that all the avenues to the houfe were crowded 
with complaining multitudes ; and Sir Robert be- 
gan even to fear for*his life. The miniftry car* 
ried the propofal in the houfe ; but obferving the 
tumult of the people, they thought fit to drop the 
defign. The mifcarriage of the bill was celebrated 
with public rejoicings in London and Weftmin- 
fter; and the minifter was burned in effigy by the 
populace. 

This fuccefs , in the members of the oppofttion ,* 
encouraged them to go on to a propofal tor repeal- 
ing an aft made in the laft reign , by which the 
houfe of commons was to be feptennia!. They 
propofed that parliaments fhould again be made 
triennial , as had been fettled at the revolution. In 
the courfe of this debate , in which they were op- 
pofed, as ufual , by the miniftry, they rttlefled, with 
great feverity 9 on the nieafuxes of the late reign. 
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They afTerted, that the feptennial aft. was an en- 
croachment on the rights of the people; that, dur- 
ing the continuance of that parliament , feveral ie-. 
vere laws had been eria&ed; that by one of thefe 
a man might be removed , and tried in any place 
where the jury might be favourable to the crown , 
and where the prifonerV witneffes could not, or 
dared not to come ; that , by another, a juftite 
of the peace was empowered to put the beft fub- 
feds to . immediate death , after reading' a pro- 
clamation again ft riots. , The South-Sea (cheme, 
they (aid, was eftablUhed by ah aft of a feptennial 
parliament; and the excife bill had like, under 
their influence affo, to have paffed into a law. Sir 
William Wyndham , diftinguifhed himfelf in this 
debate : Let us fupvofe^ faid he, a man without any 
fcnfc of honour raifed to be a chief minifler of Jlatch 
Suppofe him poffeffcd of great wealth ; the plunder of the 
nation. Suppofe him fcruned by a corrupt majority of 
his creatures, and infuking over all men of family ,finfi 9 
and honour, in the nation. Let us fuppofe a venal par- 
liament, and an ignorant king ; I hope fuch a cafe will 
never occur ; tut should fuch ever happen to be at 
once united , \* short parliament wUl be the only means 
oflejfening the evil. Notwithftaadirtg thefe expoftu- 
lotions., the nuhiftry were, as ufual, viftorious, 
and the motion fuppreffed by the majority. Thus 
the country party now found themfelves out-num- 
bered upon every occafion ; they had long com- 
plained , in vain , that debate was uielefs , finee every 
member feemed to have lifted himfelf under the bani 
tiers of party, to which he held without fhrinking. 
Defpatrkig therefore of being able to ftem the tor- 
rent of corruption , rhey retired to their feats in the 
country , and left the miniftrjr ah undifputed majo* 
city in the.houfe. 
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The minifter , being now left without oppofitiorf 
irt the houfe , took this opportunity to render his 
rivals odious or contemptible, by getting feveral 
ufeful laws palled in their abfence ; while the king 
laboured with equal aftiduity to adjuft the politi- 
cal fcalc of Europe , and for this purpofe made 
feveral journies to his electoral dominions. But 
his aftiduity in healing foreign differences did not 
prevent one of a more domeftic nature : for a mif- 
underftanding arofe between him and the prince 
of Wales ; a prince that was the darling of the 
people , and who profeffed his diflike both* to the 

J r> Q rohiiftry an d to tfl eir venal meafures. 
ji.u. 173a. He had beeilj a ftort time beforej 

married to the princefs of Saxegotha ; and the 
prince's miftaking a meffage from the king , at 
a time when the princefs was lying-in, firft 
cau fed the rupture. It was foon after widened 
by the vile emifTaries of the court ; fo that his 
majefty forbade the prince his prefence, and gave 
orders that none of his attendants fhould be ad- 
mitted to court. A motion , however , was made 
in the houfe of commons , for increafing the prince's 
fettlement > which was but fifty thoufand pounds, 
to an hundred thoufand. It was reprefented that 
fo much had been granted by 'the late king to 
hisprefent majefty , when prince of Wales; and 
that fuch a fettlement was conformable to the prac- 
tice of former times , and neceffary to the indepen- 
dency of the heir apparent to the Engliih crown, 
This motion was vigorously oppofed by Sir Ro- 
bert Waipole , as an encroachment on the preroga- 
tive , and an officious intermeddling in the king's 
family affairs The, fupporters of the minion ob* 
ic^ved , .tbat .the allowance of fifty, thoufand .pounds 
was not fufficient.to aefray the prince's .yeady «* 
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pences, which; by his majefty's own regulation 9 
amounted to fixty- three thoufand. The motion* 
however, met the fate of all other anti-ininilterial 
meafures , being reje&ed by the majority. 

But whatever imaginary difappointments the 
people might fuffer, there was a blow levelled at 
the little wit that was left remaining, which has 
effe&ually banifhed all tafte from the ft age, and 
from which it has never fince recovered, when 
Walpole entered into power, he refolved to def- 
pife that fet of under -rate writers, who live by 
arraigning every miniftry , and di He minuting fcandal 
and abufe. For a time he profecuted that inten- 
tion ; but, at laft, found it neceffary to employ 
a fet of mean hirelings , to anfwer calumny, with 
calumny. He wanted judgment to difhnguifhv 
genius ; or none poffefled o£ fuch a gift were mean 
enough to applaud his meafures. From hence he 
took aq implicable averfion to the prefs, which 
fo feverely expofed his corruption , and branded 
his follies. Bat the prefs alone was not the only 
fcourge he ha.d to fear ; the theatre joined all it* 
ridicule , and he faw himfelf expof?d as- the object 
of feern , as well as hatred. When licence once 
tranfgrefles the rules of decency , it knows no 
bounds. Some of the pieces exhibited at that 
time, were not only fevere , but immoral alfo. This 
was what the minifter held to ; he brought in a 
bill to limit the number of p'ay-houfes; to fub- 
jed> all dramatic writings to the infpe&ion of the 
lord-chamberlain , whofe licence was to be obtained 
before any work could appear. Among thof<? who* 
undertook to oppofe this bill, was the earl of 
Chefterficld , who obferved , that the laws already 
in being for keeping the ftagF within due bounds 
were every way fufficient. lf % fay$. hs,<w fiagc+ 
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flayers at any time exceed thofe bounds , they ought to bt 
projtcuted, and may be punished. A new law therefore 
is , in the prefent tnftance , unntceffary ; and every un- 
neuffary law is dangerous. Wit* my lords , is the pro* 
petty of thofe that have it; and it is too ofttn the only 
property they have. It is unjufl therefore to rob a man at 

> any ratt of his pofftjfions; but it is cruelty to f poll him, 
if abeaay poor. If poets and players are to be retrained, 
let them be retrained like other jubjetis ; let them he tried 
by their peers , and let not a lord-chamberlain be 
made the fovereign judge of wit. A power lodged in 
the hands of a Jingle man to determine , without limitation 
or appeal , is a privilege unknown to our laws , and 
inconjiftent with our constitution. The hoofe applaud- 
ed his wit and eloquence ; and the queftjon was 
carried againft him. 

The difcontents occafioned by fuch proceedings 
at home , were fiill more increafed by the depre- 
dation of the Spaniards. They difputed the right 
of the Engliih to cut logwooa in the bay of Cam- 

. peachy , in America ; a right which had been often 
acknowledged* but never clearly explained , in all 
former treaties between the two kingdoms. Their 
Guarda Coftas plundered the Engirfh merchants 
with impunity ; and upon the leatt refinance be- 
haved with infolence , cruelty 3 and rapine. The 

' fubjeds of Britain were buried in the mines of 
Potofi, deprived of all means of conveying their 
complaints to their .protestors, and their vdlels 
confiscated, in defiance of juflice. The Englih 
court jnade frequent remonftn nces to that of Ma- 
drid, of this, outrageous violation of treaties, and 
they received for anfwer only promises of inquiry, 
which produced no reformation. Our merchants 
loudly complained of thefe outrages ; but the mi- 
ciiter expected* from negotiatiop 9 that redrefs 

which 
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*r Inch could only be obtained by arms. He knew 
that a war would in ere a fe the difficulties he had 
to encounter ; and he was fenfible # that thofe lie 
already encountered required all his art and indus- 
try to remove. A war, he was fenfible, would 
require expences which he wiihed'to ihare in peace. 
In ihort, all his meafures now were not to ferve 
the ftate , but to preferve his power. Influenced 
by thefe confiderations , he induftrioufly endea- 
voured to avoid a rupture. The fears he disco- 
vered only ferved to increafe the enemies infolence 
and pride. However,' the 'complaints of the Eng- 
lifli merchants were loud enough to reach the houfe 
of commons m 9 their letters . and memorials were 
produced , and their grievances enforced at the bar 
by council The Jioufe , at length , agreed to an 
addrefs , to intreat his majefty to obtain effectual 
relief 4 and to convince Spain , that its indignities 
would be no longer borne with impunity. Thefe 
complaints produced a convention between the 
two crowns , concluded at Prado » importing , that 
two plenipotentiaries fhould meet at Madrid, tp 
regulate the refpe&ive pretentions of either king- 
dom 9 with regard to the trade. in America, and 
the limits of Florida and Carolina. Thefe con- 
ferences were to be filiated in eight m( nhs, and" 
in the mean time all hoftile preparations were to 
ceafe on either fide. His Catholic rnajefty agreed 
to pay the king of Great Britain ninety five thou- 
fand pounds , to fatisfy the demands of the Britifh 
fubje&s upon the crown of Spain , after deducting 
from the whole the demands of the crown and 
fubjecV.of Spain upon that of Britain. ;Suu* 
an agreement as this was juftly regarded on the 
fide of the Britifh miniftry.as a bale defertion of 
the honour and interefts of their country, and 
Vol. IL " ♦ . H * 
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when the houfe of commons came to take the 
convention under confideration , it produced the 
warmeft debate. All the adherents to the prince 
©f Wales joined in the oppofition. It was al- 
leged , that the Spaniards , inftead of granting 
a redrefs , had rather extorted a releafe for their 
former conduft ; that they (till aflerted their 
right of fearching Englifh fliips , and had not 
fo much as mentioned the wora fatisfa&on in ail 
the treaty. Notwithstanding all the remonflrances 
againft this treaty , the majority of the houfe de- 
clared in its favour; and feveral members of the 
©ppofite fentiment retired from parliament , having 
detpaired of being longer ferviceable in a place 
where party , and not reafon , was feento prevail. 
As Spain had engaged to pay a large fum of mo- 
ney by this convention , feme time after , when 
the mmifter demanded a fupply , upon a different 
occafion, lord Bathurft moved to know, whether 
Spain had paid the fums ftipulated , as the ti»e 
limited for the payment was expired. The duke 
of Ncwcaftie, by his niajefty's pormiflion , ac- 

3uatnted the houfe , that it was not paid; and that 
pain had afiigned no reafon for die delay, h 
fome meafure, therefore, to atone for his former 
flownefs , the miniiter now began to put the nation 
into a condition for war. Letters of reprifals vere 
granted againft the Spaniards, Thefe preparations 
\jere regarded by the Spanifh court as actual hof' 
tilities. The French ambaflador at the Hague de- 
clared , that the- king his mailer was obliged , ty 
treaties , to aflift the king of Spain ; he diffuaded 
the Dutch from *fpoufing the canfe of England . , 
who promifed him an inviolable neutrality. l\ xS 
curious enough to confider the revolutions which 
the political fyftem of Europe had undergo^. 
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Kot above twenty years before , France and Eng- 
land were combined againft Spain ; at preterit, 
France and Spain united again A England. Thofe 
ftatefmen who build upon alliances as a fading b*fis 
of power , will, at length , find thernfelves fatally 
miftaken. 

A rupture between Great Britain and Spain: 
being now become inevitable , the people , who hid 
long clamoured for war, began to feel Uncommon 
alacrity at its approach; and the tmniftry , finding 
it unavoidable , began to be earned tn prepara- 
tion. Orders were iffbed for augmenting the land 
forces , and raifmg a body of marines. Two rich 
SpaniAl prizes were taken in the Mediterranean 9 
and war declared again ft them in * * 
form. Admiral Vernon was fent to * l 71i9* 

the WefiVlndies # commander of the fleet, in order 
to diftrefs the Spaniards in that part of the globe. 
Vernon was a rough and honeft foldier , untainted 
with the corruption- or the effeminacy of the times. 
He had in the houfe of commons afterted , that 
Porto- Bello, a fort and harbour in South-Ame- 
rica, might be eafily taken , and that he himfetf 
would undertake to reduce it with fix fhips only* 
A project which appeared fo wild and impofiible^ 
was ridiculed by the mintftry ; but, as he flill in- 
fifted upon the proposal , they were plea&d to com- 
ply with his rcqueft, This they iuppofed would 
at once rid them of a troublefome amagonift in the 
houfe ; and , in cafe of his failure , h would be a 
new caufe of triumph at his dHgrace. In this, 
however, they were difappobued. The admiral * 
with fix fhips only, attacked and demolished all 
the fortifications of the place , and came away vic- 
torious, almoft without bloodihed. This dawn* 
ing -of fucceis upon the Brnift arms induced the 

Ha 
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houfe of commons to enter vigoroufly into At 
king's meafures for carrying on the war. They 
enabled him to equip a very powerful navy; they 
voted a fubfidy to the king of Denmark , and im- 
powered their fovereign to defray fome other ex- 
pences , not fpecified in the eftimates : the wh !e 
of their grants amounting to about four millions. 
The war was now carried on with vigour, and 
the debates in the houfe of commons became Ms 
violent. In a nation , like England, of arts, arms, 
and commerce , war, at certain intervals , mud ever 
be ferviceable : it turns the current of wealth from 
the induitrious to the enterprifing. Thus , all or- 
ders, of mankind find encouragement , and the na- 
tion becomes compofed of individuals , who have 
(kill to acquire property , and who have courage 
to defend it. 



LETTER LVII. 

A War between England and Spain was fiiffi- 
cient to communicate difturbances over all the 
globe. Countries that were once too obTcure 
to be known , were now feen to fend out fleets, 
one fhip of which was capable of deftroving all 
the naval power of an Aftatic empire. A fqoadron 
of (hips commanded by commodore Anion was 

Suipped , in order to fail through the Streights of 
igellan into the South-Sea, and to aft agatnil 
the enemy on the coafts of Chili and Peru. This 
fleet was to co-operate occafionally with admiral 
Vernon acrofs the ifthmus of Darien ; but the de- 
lays and blunders of the miniftry fruftrated this 
fefaeme, though originally well laid. However 
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though too late in the feafon , the commodore let 
forward with five fhips of the line, a frigate, and 
two ftore-fhips , fupplied with provifions and other 
merchandize, defigned to Carry on a trade with 
the favage inhabitants of that part of the world , 
or to conciliate their afie&ions. The number of 
men amounted* in all, to about fourteen hundred, 
including two hundred invalids taken from the 
hofpitals , and two hundred new-raifed recruits. 
This whole expedition is a* fine in ft an ce of the 
power of perfeverance in forcing fortune. The 
commodore fleered his courfe by the ifland of Ma-- 
deira , proceeded to the Cape Verd iflands , and 
failed along the coafts of Brazil. He refreshed for 
feme time at the ifland of St. Catharine, in twenty- 
feven degrees of fouthern latitude ; a fpot that en* 
joys all the Verdure and fruitfulnefs of thofe luxu- 
rious climates. From this place he fleered ftill 
onVard into the cold and tempeftuous climates of 
the fouth, along the coaft of Patagonia; and, in 
about five months , entered the famous Streights 
of Magellan. After having fufFered the moft vio- 
lent tempefls , he doubled Cape Horn ; the reft of 
his fleet were difperfed or wrecked ; his crew de- 
plorably difabled by the fcurvy ; and his own ship 
with difficulty arrived on the ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandez. In this delicious abode he remained for 
fome time, ^gfcere nature feemed, in fome meafure, 
to confole mankind for the calamities of their 
own avarice- and ambition. In order to improve 
flill farther a retreat of fuch elegance , he ordered 
fcveral European feeds and fruits to be fown upon 
the ifland , which increa fed to fuch a furprifing de- 
gree , that fome Spaniards , who, feveral years after, 
landed there , and found them in plenty , could 
not avoid acknowledging this ad of generality and 
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benevolence. Here the commodore was joined By 
one ship more of his fleet , and by the Tryal fri- 
gate of fever) guns. Advancing now northward, 
toward the tropic of Capricorn * he attacked the 
city of Payta by night. In this bold attempt he 
made no life of his ships, nor even difembarked 
all his men. A few foldiers landed by night , and 
filled the whole town with terror and conrufion, 
The governor of the garrifon, and the inhabi- 
tants , fled on all fides; accnftomed to cruelty over 
a :onquered enemy themfelv'es, they expected a 
/WiJitude of treatment. In the mean time, for 
three days, a fmall number of Englifb kept poffef- 
fu>n of the town, and Gripped it of all its treafures 
and merchandize » to an immenfe amount. Such 
of the negroes as had not fled , were made ufe of 
in carrying the goods of their former matters on 
board the Engl i in Alipping ; and the Spaniards, 
refufing to treat , foon faw their town all in flames. 
This , however , was but a fmall punifhment for 
all the cruelties which they had practi fed, in taking 
poffeffion of that country , upon its firft inhabi- 
tants. The plunder of this place fervecL to en- 
rich the captors ; and the ravage made among 
them , by the fcurvy , ftill increafed the ihare of 
every furvivor. Soon after, this fmall fquadron 
came up as far as Panama, fituated on the Streights 
of Darien , upon the weftern ftde of tkf. great Ame- 
rican continent ; fo that by Anfon on the one , and 
Vernon on the other, the Spanifh empire was at- 
tacked on both fides : but the fcheme failed from 
.Vernon's want of fuccefs. 

Anfon , who now only commanded two ships , the 
remainder having either put back to England, or 
been wrecked by the tempefts , placed all his 
hopes in taking one of thofe rich Spanish ships 
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which trade between the Philippine iflands , near 
the coaft of China and Mexico, on the Spanish 
main. Oniy one. or two, at the fooft, ot thefe 
veflels pa/fed from one continent to the other in a 
year. Thefe are made immensely ftrong, large t 
and carry great quantities of treafure and merchan* 
dize. The commodore, therefore, and his little 
fleet , traverfed that great ocean lying between the 
Afiatic and American continent, in hopes of meet* 
ing this rich prize, which it was hoped would, at 
that time of the year , return from the eaft , and 
amply repay the adventurers f<jr all their dangers 
and fatigues. Avarice thus became honourable 
when purfued through peril and diftrefs. But 
the fcurvy once more vihted his crew , now long 
kept at fea , and without fresh provifions.. This 
cJiforder, though if takes the fame name, is very 
different from that on land. The fea fcurvy if 
attended with an upiverfal putrefaction , the teeth; 
Joofen , old wounds that are healed agajn open , 
and fometiroes the limbs are feen to drop off at 
the joints. By this terrible diforder feveral of his 
jnep daily fed, apd pthers were difabled, One of 
his ships becoming leaky , and the number of his 
hands decreafine , he thought proper to fet it oqr 
fire in the. midft of the ocean. His fleet now be* 
ing reduced only to one ship » called the Centurion^ 
ot fixty.guns, and all the crew in the moft de* 
plorable fmiaflbn , he caft anchor on the deferte4 
ifland of Tinian, which lies about half way be? 
tween .the old and pew world. This ifland had f ' 
fome years before, been peopled by near thirty 
thoufand inhabitants; but an epidemical diftemper 
coming among them , destroyed a part , and the 
Teft forfook the place. Nothing however could 
exceed .the beauty of this foot. The moft roman*. 

« 4 
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tic imagination cannot form <a fcene furpafling 
what Tinian naturally afforded ; greens , groves , 
cafcades , fields , flowers , and profpe&s. i his re- 
treat faved the English fquadron. All that a fea- 
. beaten company of mariners could wish , was found 
here in great abundance ; clear and wholefome 
water , medicinal herbs , domeftjc animals , and 
other neceflaries for refitting their shattered vef- 
fel. Thris refreshed, he went forwards towards 
China, pafftd by the kingdom of Formofe, and 
went up the river Canton , in order to careen the 
only ship that was now left him. Being thus far 
on his way homeward , nothing can better teftify 
the hardy and untameable fpirit of the English , 
than his venturing once more back intd the fame 
ocean , where he had experienced fuch a variety 
of diftrefs. The commodore having put his veffcl 
into good order, by the affiftance of the Chinefe, 
and having taken Dutch and Indian failors on 
board, he again returned towards America* 'At 
length, on the oth of June, he discovered the 
galieon he fo ardently expe&ed. This veflel was 
formed as well for the purpofes of war as of mer- 
chandize. It mounted fixty guns, and five hun- 
dred men, while the crew of the commodore did 
li u exceed half that number. The engagement 
foon began ; but as thofe who attack have always 
the advantage of thofe who defend . and as the Eng- 
lish are more expert hr naval affairs than any other 
nation, the Spanish ship foon became the Centu- 
rion's prize. There'' were but' a few men killed 
on the fide of the English, *whife;the Spaniards 
loft near feventy. : The conqueror 'sow returned 
to Canton, once more, with his prize. He there 
maintained the honour of his cduntry , in refuting 
to pay the impofts whiclr were \M upon ordinary 
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merchants ; and infifted^ that an English ship of 
•war was exempted (rom fuch a duty. From Can- 
ton he proceeded to the Cape of Good Hopt 9 and 
profecuted his voyage to England, j w 
where he arrived in fafety ,* with im- ' 744? 

menfe riches. His laft prize was valued at three 
handred and thirteen thou fan d pounds Aerling; 
and the different captures that had been made 
before this Jaft piece of good fortune , might 
amount to as much more. Upon his return , com- 
modore -Anfon received . all that honour which 
prudence and perfeverance def-rve. He foon be- 
came the oracle confuUed in all naval deliberations ; 
the king afterwards raifed him to the dignity of the 
peerage ; and he was made firft lord of the ad- 
miralty. 

LETTER LVIII. 

1 Hi s expedition of Anfon took up near three 
years. The English , in the mean time, car- 
ried on rhe operations againft Spain with vigour % 
and various fuccefs. When Anfoh had fet ont, 
it was only to a& a fubovdinate part to a formida- 
ble armament, defigned for the coafts of New 
Spain , confiding of twenty-nine ships of the line , 
and aim oft an equal number of frigates, furnished 
with all kinds of warlike ftores , near fifteen thou* 
fand feamen, and twelve thoufand land forces: 
Never was a fleet more completely equipped r nor 
never had the nation more ianguiife hopes of vic- 
tory. Lord Cathcart commanded the land forces; 
but y dying on the paflage , the command devolved 
upon general Wentworth , whofe chief merit wias 
his favour with thofe in power* This > with feve- 

Bj. 
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ral other unfortunate circum fiances , concurred to 
fruilrate the hopes of the public. The mini/try , 
without any vifible reafon 9 had detained the fleet 
in England until the feafon for action was almoft 
over. In the country where they were to cany 
on their operations , periodical rains begin about 
the end of April; and this change in me atmo- 
fphere is always attended with epidemical diftem- 
pers. They , at length f however , fet fail for the 
continent of New Spain; and after fome tempefts, 
and fome delays, arrived before Carthagena. This 
dty, which lies within, fixty miles of Panama , 
ferves as the magazine for the Spanifii merchan- 
dize , which is brought from Europe hither , and 
from thence tranfported , by land , to Panama , 
lying on the oppofite coaft. The taking of Car- 
thagena therefore would have interrupted the whole 
trade between Old Spain and the New. The 
troops were landed on the ifland Terra Bomba, 
near, the mouth of the harbour , "known by the 
name of the Bocca-Chica , which was fortified by 
all the arts of engineering. The Brittfh forces 
creeled a battery oh fhore , with which they made 
a breach in the principal fort ; while the admiral 
fent a number of fhips to divide the fire of the 
enemy , and to co-operate with the endeavours of 
the army. The breach being deemed practicable , 
the forces advanced, to the attack; but the Spa- 
niards deferted the forts , which , had they had 
courage , they might have defended with luccefs. 
The troops', upon this fuccefs, were brought 
Bearer the city , where they found a greater oppo- 
fition than they had expe&ed. The climate killed 
numbers of The men ; and a difiention , which arofe 
between the land and naval officers , retarded all 
*be operations. Stimulated by mutual recHmma- 
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tioiis , the general ordered his troops to attack 
the fort of St. Lazar ; but the guides being {lain, 
the troops miftook their way., and attacked the 
ftrongeft part of the fortification 9 where , after 
fufiTering incredible daughter with the mod ferene 
intrepidity, they were "at length obliged to.re^ 
tire Had provifions, a horrid climate, and an 
epidemical fever , dill more contributed to thii> 
their numbers , and to deprive them of all hopes of 
fuccefs. It was determined therefore to reim- 
Bark the troops, and to conduct them , as foon as 
poflible % from this fcene of daughter and coma* 
gion. The fortification and: harbour were demo-r 
lifhed; and the fleet returned to Jamaica. This 
fatal mtfcarriage, which tarnifhed the Britifh amis , 
"was no fooner known in England , than the king* 
dom was filled with murmurs and discontent : 4 
meafure , which , if it had fccceeded , would have 
crowned the promoters of it with honour, now 
only ferved to. cover them . wirh reproach. The 
greateft part of this discontent fell upon the mini- 
Iter .: his former conduct , which juftly defervej 
cenfure, was not fo powerfully objected againft 
him as this failure, of which he was innocent. 
It is not villainy, but misfortune, that finds cen- 
fure from mankind. Befides * the activity of the 
enemy in diftrefling the trade of England , contri? 
baited to increafe the murmurs of the peoples 
Their privateers were (o numerous and nrccefs-* 
ful , that in the beginning of this year they had 
taken , fince the commencement of the war , four 
hundred and feven fhips belonging to the fubjecH 
df Great Britain. The English, tho* at immenfe* 
expence in equipping fleets , teemed tamely to life 
down under every blow , and Suffered one loifc 
after another without reprifal t Jhis general difc 

H 6 



i8o AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

content had a manifeft influence upon the ele£iofl 
of members for the new parliament. All the adhe- 
rents of the prince of Wales, who now lived , re- 
tired from the court , as a private gentleman , con- 
curred in the oppofition to the miniftry. Obflinare 
ftruggles were maintained in all parts of the king- 
dom ; and fuch a national fpirit of oppofition pre- 
vailed , that the country intereft feemed , at length, 
to preponderate in the houfe of commons. It was 
foon leen that the intereft of the minifter was in the 
wane; and that opinion, once eftablifhed, began to 
deprive him of even thofe who had determined to 
a& with neutrality. N /w procllnanus , as Ovid fays , 
omne recumbh onus. 

. Sir Robert now tottered on the brink of ruin. 
He was ferifible that nothing but a divifion in the 
oppofition could give him fafcty. The prince 

. was his mod formidable rival ; a prince revered 
by the whole nation' , for ht« humanity, benevo- 
lence , and candour. Thefe Were only private 
virtues ; but thefe were all he had then a liberty 
of exercifing. The minifter\ flrft attempt wasi 
to endeavour taking him from the parry ; a mef- 
fage therefore was carried to his royal highnefs by 
the bishop of Oxford , importing , that , if the 
prince would write a letter to the king , he and 
all his councilors should be taken into favour, 
fifty tholifand pounds should be added to hts reve- 
nue, two hundred thoufand given him to pay his 
debts, and fui'able provifion should be made, in 
due time , for all his followers. This , to a prince 
already involved in debt , from the neceffity of 

- keeping up his dignity, was a tempting offer ; but 
h*is roydl highnefs generoufiy difdained it, declar- 
ing he would accept no fuch conditions dictated 
io him under the inftrument of Sir Robert Watr 
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pole. The ininifter now therefore faw that no 
arts could diffolve the combination again A him. : 
he refolved, as an expiring {truggle, to try, his 
flreneth once more in tlie houfe of commons upon 
a disputed election ; but be had the mortification 
to fee the majority ftill increafed againft him by 
fix teen voices. He then declared he would never 
fit in that houfe more. The parliament was ad- 
journed the next day , and Sir Robert , being creat- 
ed ear} of Orford^ refigned all his employments. 
Never was a joy more univerfal and fincere than 
this refignation produced. The people now flat- 
tered therafelves that all their domeftic erievances 
would find redrefs ; that their commerce would 
he protected abroad ; that the war would be car- 
ried on with vigour; and that the houfe of com* 
mons would be unanimous in every meafure. But 
they were difappointed in : moft of their expecta- 
tions. T-Jie mifcondtift of a minifter is more like- 
ly to affecl hjs. fucceflbr \han himfelf , as a weak , 
reign ever produces,, a . feeble fucceffion. The 
houfe of commons had been for a long time in- 
creafing in power, and Watpole, with all his art*» 
■was, infacl, rather weakening than extending 
the prerogative. By his method of bribing oppo- 
sition he had taught the venal to oppofe him ; and ; 
by his inereafmg the national debt, he weakened 
the vigour tff ihe crown in war * and made k more/ 
.dependent upon parliament in times of peace. A 
part of thofe who . fncceeded him were therefore 
fenfible of this , and ftill refolved to fupport the 
cr^wn ^ which they regarded as the only declin- 
ing branch of the constitution Another part * wh* ' 
clamoured from motives of fel f- in tereft , having 
jiow attained the. objeft of their defires, blundered 
on ia the former meafures , ftudious of fortune , aad 
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not of fame. In shot* , his fucceffors , porfuing alt 
the former fchemes of the depofed minifter , pre- 
fented the political part of the nation with the mor- 
tifying profpeft of pretented patriorifm unftripped 
ot its mafic, and shewed the little certainty there is 
in ail political reafonings. 

LETTER LIX. 

JL h E war with Spain had now continued 
for feveral years, but with indifferent fuccefs. 
Soirfe unCuccefsful expeditions were carried on 
in the Weft-Indies under Admiral Vernon , com- 
modore Knowles, and others ; and thefe were all 
aggravated by a fet of worthlefs and mercenary 
&*"& » called political writers— z clafs of beings 
firft employed againft Walpole', and afterwards 
encouraged by him , at the expence , as it is 
faid ; of no lefs than thirty thoufand a year. 
Thefe were men naturally too dull to fhine in 
any of the politer kinds of literature , ^which adorn 
either the fcholar or the gentleman 9 and there- 
fore they turned their thoughts to politics ; a fci- 
ence on which they might declaim without know- 
ledge , and be dull without detection. Thefe 
men , I fay , had for fome time embarrafled the 
conftitution , inflamed the people , and were paid 
with large penfions from the crown. It was upon 

A D 1741 t ^ s occa ^ lon tnat they exaggerated 
■"* * 743* every mifconduft , and drew fright- 
ful pifhires of the diftrefs and mifery which they 
foreboded to pofterky. This clamour , and want 
of fucceds in a naval war , in which the principal 
ftrength of the kingdom lay /induced the new mini* 
Aty to divert the attention of the public to a war 
which might be carried on by land. The king's 
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attachment to his electoral dominions contribut- 
ed ftiil more to turn the current of Britifh indig- 
nation that way , and an army was therefore now 
prepared to. be fent into Flanders ; the war with 
Spain being become-an objeft but of fecondary con- 
fideratiori. 

To have a clear, yet concife idea of the origin 
of the troubles on the continent , it will be expe- 
dient to go back for fome years , and trace the 
meafures of the European republic to that period 
where we formerly left them. After the* duke of 
Orleans , who had been regent of France , died , 
cardinal Fleury undertook to fettle that confufion 
in which the former had left the kingdom. His 
moderation was equal to his prudence; he was 
fincere, frugal, modeft, and fimple. Under him 
France repaired her loffes , and enriched herfelf b/ 
commerce : he only left the ftate to its own natu- 
ral methods of thriving , and few it daily affum- _ 
ing its former health and vigour. During the 
long interval of peace, which his councils had 
procured for Europe , two powers , unregarded y 
now began to attract the notice and the jealoufy 
of their neighbouring ftates. Peter the Great had 
already civilized Ruflia , and this new extenfive 
empire began to influence the councils of other 
pincesj and ta give laws to the North* The 
other power was that of Pruffia , whofe dominions 
were com pad and populous , and whole forces 
were well maintained and ready for aclion. The 
empire continued under Charles VI, who had 
been placed upon the throne by the treaty of 
Utrecht. Sweden tanguifhed, bein» not yet re* 
covered from the dehruclive projects. of Charles 
XII. Denmark was powerful ; and part of Italy 
fidyeft to the matters which had been impofed 



,t«4 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND; 

upon it by foreign treaties. All, however;, co* 
tinned to enjoy a profound peace, until the death 
of Align (His, king of Poland, was found again 
to kindle up the general flame. The emperor 
Charles VI, affifted by the arms of Ruflia , de- 
clared for the ele&or of Saxony , fon to the de- 
leafed king. On the other hand , France declared 
for Staniflaus , who had been long fince ele&ed king 
of Pola )d by Charles XII , and whofe daughter 
had been fince married to the French king. 
Staniflaus repaired to Dantzic, in order to fup- 
port his election. Ten thoufand Ruffians appear- 
ing, the PolMh nobility difperfed, and rhetr new- 
elected monarch was fhut up , and befieged by fo 
fmall a number offerees. The city was taken, the 
king efcaped with the utmoft difficulty, and fifteen 
hundred Frenchmen , that were fent to his affiil- 
ance , were made prifoners of war. He bad now 
no hopes It ft but in the afliftance of France , which 
accordingly refolved to give him powerful fuc- 
cours; by didrefling. the houfe of Auftria. The 
views of France were feconded by Spain and Sar- 
dinia : both hoped to grow more powerful by a 
divifion of the fpoils of Auftria ; and France had 
motives of alliance and revenge. A French army 
therefore foon over-ran the empire under the con- 
duel of o'd marfhal Villars ; the duke of Monte- 
roar , the Spanifh general , was equally vi&orious 
in the kingdom of Naples ; and the emperor 
Charles VI had the mortification of feeing him* 
felf deprived of the greater! part of Italy, for hav- 
ing attempted to give a king to Poland. Thefe 
rapid fucceffes of France and its allies foon com- 
pelled the empc or to demand a peace. By this 
treaty , Staniflaus . upon whofe account the war 
*ras undertaken, was obliged to renounce ail right 
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to the throne of Poland ; and France made fome 
valuable acquefts of dominion , particularly the 
duchy of Lorrain. In the year 1740 , the death 
of the emperor gave the French another opportu- 
nity of exerting their ambition. Regardlefs of 
treaties ," particularly the pragmatic fan&ion , a5 
it was called, which fettled upon the daughter of 
the emperor the reverfion of alt his dominions, 
they caufed the elector of Bavaria to be crowned 
emperor. Thus the daughter of Charles VI , de- 
fcended from an illuftrious line of emperors , faw 
herfelf fl ripped of her inheritance , and for a 
whole year without hopes' of fuccour. She had 
fcarce clofed her father's eyes , when Ihe loft Si- 
lefia, by an irruption of the young king of Pruf- 
fia , who feized the opportunity of her defence- 
lefs (late to renew his antient pretentions to that 
province , of which it muft be owned his ances- 
tors had been unjuftly deprived. France , Saxony, 
and Bavaria , attacked the reft of her dominions* . 

In this forlorn utuation {he found a powerful ally 
in Britain ; Sardinia and Holland fbon after came'to 
her afliftance, and , laft of all, RufTia joined in her 
caufe. It may be demanded*, What part Britaih 
had in thefe continental meafures? The interefts 
of Hanover ; the fecurity and aggrandizement of 
that electorate, depended upon the proper regulation 
of the empire. Lord Carteret had now taken that 
place in the. royal confidence which had formerly 
been poflefled by Walpole ; and , by purfuing thefo 
meafures, he foothed the wifhes of his matte!", and 
opened a, more extenfive field for his own ambi- 
tion. He expefted honour from victories which 
could produce no good ; and campaigns , whether 
Aiccefsful or, not , that could only terminate in 
misfortune* When the parliament met, his mn- 
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lefty informed them of his ftrift adherence to his en- 
gagements, though attacked in his own dominions; 
and that he had augmented the Britifh forces in the 
Low Countries with fixteen thoufand Hanoverians. 
When the fupplies came to he confidered, by 
which this additional number of troops was to 
be paid , it raifed violent debates in both hou fes. 
It was confidered as hiring the troops of the elec- 
torate to fight their own caufe. The imniflry, 
however, who were formerly remarkable for de- 
claiming againft continental meafures, now boldly 
flood up lor them ; and , at length 9 by dint of 
number , carried their caufe. The people faw , 
with pain , their former defenders facrincing the 
blood and treafure of the nation upon definitive 
alliances ; they knew not now on whom to rely for 
fafety , and began to think that patriotifm was but 
an empty name. However injurious thefe meafures 
might have been to the nation , they were of infi- 
nite fervice to the queen of pUmeary* She began , 
at this period, to triumph over all her enemies. The 
French were driven out of Bohemia. Her general, 
prince Charles , at the head of a large army , invaded 
the dominions of Bavaria. Her rival, the nominal em* 
peror, was obliged to fly before her : abandoned by 
his allies , and ftripped of all his dominions, he re- 
paired to Francfort, where he lived in indigence and 
obfjburity. He agreed to continue neuter during the 
remainder of the war; while the French 4 who. firft 
b?gan it as allies , Supported the burthen. The troops 
fent by England to the queen's affiftance were 
commanded by the earl of Stair , an experienced 
general, who had learned the art of war under the 
famous prince Eugene; and the chief objecl he 
Iliad firft in view was, to efFeft a junction with 
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the army commanded by prince Charles of Lor- 
rain. The French, in order to prevent this 
junction , affembled fixty thoiifand men upon the 
A -. river Mayne , under the command 

A.D. 1743- f Marlhal NoaiHes 9 who ported 
his troops upon the eaft fide of that river. 
The Britifh forces, to the number of forty thou- 
fand , puihed forward on the other fide , while the 
French , in the mean time , found means to cut 
off all the communications by which they could 
be fupplied^rith "prbvifions. The king of England 
arrived at the camp while the army was in this 
fituation ; and , feeing it in danger ot flarvmg , re- 
fol'ved to proceed forward , to join twelve thoufand 
Hanoverians and Heflians , who had reached Hanau. 
With this view he decamped; but before the 
army had marched three leagues , he found the ene- 
my had inclofed him on every fide , near a village 
called Detringen. In this fituation he muft havfe 
fought at great difadvantage , if he began the at- 
tack; and if he continued in the fame fituation,. 
Ks army muft have perifhed for want of fubfiftence. 
The impetuofity of the French , however >&ved 
his army ; they paffed a defile which they Ihould 
have guarded, and, under the conduct of the 
duke of Gramont, their horfe charged with great 
impetuofity. They were received by the Enghfh 
infantry with- undaunted refolution ; the ^French 
were obliged to give way, and to pafs the Mayne 
^ith. great precipitation, with the lofs of 3°^* 
five thoufand men. The king who was pofieited 
of perfonal courage, which feems hereditary to 
the femHy , expofed himfelf to a feyere fire of 
cannon as well as mufquetry ; and , in the midtt 
of the ranks, encouraged h?s troops by his pre- 
fence and* example. The whole of the battle, 
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on either fide, exhibited more courage than cofl- 
dud. The Englifh had the honour of the day; 
but the French foon after took poffeflion of rhe 
field of battle , treating the wounded Englifh that 
were left behind with a clemency unprecedented in 
.antient hiftory , and that ferves to fhew how fupe- 
rior the preient times are in p^int of humanity to 
the boafted ages of antiquity. Though the Englifh 
were victorious upon this occafion , yet the earl of 
Stair , who commanded , did not affume any honour 
from fuch a viflory : he was unwilling that his re- 
putation fhould fuffer for meafures which he was 
not allowed to conducl; he therefore follicited^ and 
obtained leave to reftgn ; and the Britifh troops 
defifted from further operations that campaign. 

Mean while the French went on with vigour on 
every quarter : they oppofed prince Charles of 
rLorrain , they interruptea his progrefs in his at* 
.tempts to pais the Rhine , and gained fome fuc- 
ceffes in Italy ? but their chief expectations were 
placed in a projected invafion of England. Cardi- 
nal Fleury was now dead , and Carainal Tencin 
fucceeded in his place ; this was a perfon of a very 
different character from .his predeceffor, being 
proud, turbulent, and enterprifing. France, from 
the violence of parliamentary difputes in England, 
had been long* perfuaded that the country was ripe 
for a revolution , and only wanted the prefence of 
tne pretender to induce the majority to declare 
againft the reigning family. Several needy adven* 
tureri who wifhed for a change , fome men of 
broken fortunes, and almoft all the Roman catho* 
lies of the kingdom , endeavoured to confirm the 
court of France in thefe fentiments. An invafion 
therefore was actually projected. Charles , fon of 
fixe old chevalier St. George, departed from Rontf 
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in the difguifeof a Spanifh courier, and profettit- 
ing his journey to Paris , had an audience of the 
French king. The troops defigned for this expe- 
dition amounted to fifteen thouiand ; preparations 
were made for embarking them at Dunkirk, and 
fome other of the neareft pdrts to England , under 
the eye of the young pretender; and feven thou- 
fand of the number actually went on board. The 
duke de Rouquefeuille, with twenty ihips of the 
line, was to fee them landed fafely in England; * 
and count Saxe was to command them , when put 
afhore. The whole project, however, was dis- 
concerted by the appearance q£ Sir John Norris , 
with a fuperior fleet , making up againft them : the 
French fleet was obliged to put back ; a very hard 
gale of wind damaged their tranfports beyond re- 
drefs. All hopes of invafion were now fruftrated ; - 
and, at length,. the French thought fit openly to 
declare war. 

But , though fortune feemed to favour England - 
on this occafion , yet , on others, flie was not 
equally propitious. The combined fleets of France 
and Spain , for fome time , fought the Britifti ar- 
mament under admiral Matthews and Leftock , 
though with inferior forces , and came off upon 
nearly equal terms. Such a parity of fuccefs in 
England was regarded as a defeat. Both the 
Englifh admirals were tried' by a . Q 
court-martial : Matthews, who had A% *** l 744* 
fought the enemy with intrepidity , was de- 
clared incapable of ferving for the future in his 
majefty's navy; Leftock," who had kept aloof y 
was acquitted with Jionour , for he had intrenched 
himfelf 'within the punctilios of difcipiine ; he 
barely did his duty.; a man of honour, when his 
country is at (lake, should do more. 
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The proceedings in the Netherlands were 
ftill more unfavourable. The French had af- 
fembled a formidable army T>f one hundred and 
twenty thou fa nd men ; the chief command of 
which was given to count Saxe.- This general 
was originally a foldier of fortune , and natural 
fon to Auguftus king, of Poland , by the famous 
countefs of Koningfmark. He had been bred from 
his youth in camps , and had shewn the mod early 
s in fiances of cool intrepidity. He, in the begin- 
ning of the war , had offered his fervice to feveral 
crowns , and , among the reft , it is faid , to that of 
England ; but his offers were rejected. He was 

Eoueffed of great military talents ; and, by lone 
abit, preferved an equal compofure in the midft 
of battle as in a drawing-room at court. On tfcc 
other fide , the allied forces , con fitting of Eng- 
lish , Hanoverians , Dutch , and Auftrians , did not 
amount to above feventy thoufand. Thefe were 
incapable of withstanding fuch a fuperior force, 
and commanded by fuch a general. The French 
befieged and took Frifyourg before they went into 
winter - quarters , and early the next campaign 
inverted the city of Tournay. The allies were 
refolved to prevent the lofs of this city by a 
battle. Their army was inferior , and they were 
commanded by the duke of Cumberland. Not* 
% A D I74< withftanding thefe difadvantages , they 
74 v marched towards the enemy f and 
took poft in fight of the French , who were ir> 
camped on an eminence ; the village of Antoine 
on the right, a wood on their left, and the town 
of Fontenoy before them. . This advantageous 
fituation did not reprefs the ardour of the Eng- 
lish ; on the thirtieth day of April the duke of 
Cumberland marched to the attack at two o'clock 
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in the morning. The Britifli infantry preffed for- 
ward, bore down all oppofition, and, for near an 
hour, were victorious. Marfhal Saxe was- at that 
time fick of the fame diforder of which he after- 
wards died. He vifited all the ports in a litter, and 
faw, notwithstanding all appearances, that the day 
was his own. The Englifh column without com* 
man 4, by a mere mechanical courage , had advanced 
upon the enemy's lines , which formed an avenue on 
each fide to receive them. The French artillery 
began to- play upon this forlorn body ; and , though 
they continued a long time unihaken , they were 
obliged to retreat about three o'clock in the after- 
noon. This was one of the moft bloody battles 
that had been fought this age ; the allies left upon 
the field near twelve thoufand {lain , and the French 
bought their viftory with near an equal number. 

This blow f by which Tournay was taken , gave 
the French a manifeft fuperiority all the reft of the 
campaign , v/hich they did not forego during the 
continuance of the war. The emperor Charles V II, 
who had been raifed to the throne from the duke- 
dom of Bavaria 9 and for whom the war firft began , 
was now dead ; yet this did not in the leaft reftore 
tranquillity to Europe. The grand duke of Tuf- 
cany , huiband to the queen of Hungary, was de- 
clared emperor upon his deceafe ; but the war be- • 
tweea France and the allies (till continued , and the 
original views and interefts feemed now quite foi* 
gotten | that had at firft infpired the contention* 
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LETTER L X. 

, Ihb intended French invafion had jouzed 
all the attention of the English miniftry ; and 
nothing but loyalty breathed throughout the whole 
kingdom. The ad fninift ration of affairs being 
committed to the earl of Harrington , the earl of 
Chefterfield , and others , who enjoyed a great fhare 
of popularity , the views of the crown were no 
longer thwarted by an.oppofition in parliament. 
The.admirals Rowley and Warren had retrieved 
the honour of the Britifh flag , and made feveral 
rich captures. Louiflwrgh, in the'ifland of Cape 
Breton , in North America , a place of great con- 
fequence to the Britifh commerce , furrendered to 

feneral Pepperel; while, a fhort time after, two 
rench Eaft- India fhips , and another from Peru, 
laden with treafure , fuppofing the place fiill in 
poffeffion of the French, failed into the fiarbour, 
and their capture added to the Enelifli fuccefs. li 
. was in |his period of univerfal fatisfa&ion that the 
fon of the old pretender refolved to make an effort 
at gaining the Britifli crown.. Young Charles- 
Edward, the adventurer in queftion, had been bred 
in a luxurious court without fliaring its effemi- 
nacy : he was enterprifing and ambitious ; but, 
-cither from inexperience , or natural inability , ut- 
terly unequal to the undertaking. He was flattered 
by the rafli , the fuperftitious , and the needy , that 
the kingdom was ripe for a revolt ; that the peopk 
could no longer bear the immenfe load of taxes, 
which was daily increafing ; and that the moft con- 
fiderable perfons in the kingdom would gladly feize 
the opportunity of crowding to his ftandard. Be- 
ing 
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ing furnished with fomc mqney, and (till larger 
promises from France, who fanned this ambiiion 
in him , from .which they hoped to gain fome ad- 
vantages 9 he embarked for Scotland on board a 
froall frigate , accompanied by the marquis Tulii- 
bardine , Sir Thomas Sheridan , and a few other 
defperate adventurers. , For the conqueft of the 
whole British empire, he brought with him fevea 
officers, and arms for two thou fan d men. For* 
tune, which ever perfecuted his family , feemed no 
way more favourable to him : his convoy, a ship 
of fixty guns , was fo difabled in an engagement 
with an English man of war , called the Eton , that 
it returned to Breft, while he was obliged .to con- 
tinue his courfe'to the weflern parts of Scotland; 
and, landing. pn the coaft of Lochabar, July 27, 
was , in a little time, joined by fome chiefs of the 
Highland clans, and their vaffals. Thefe chiefs 
had ever continued to exercife an hereditary ju- 
rifdiftion over all their tenants. This power of 
life and death > vefted in the Jords of the manor; 
was a privilege of the old feudal law , long abo- 
lished in England , but which had been confirmed 
to the Scotch lairds at the time of the union. 
From hence.we fee , that a chief had the power of 
commanding all his vaffals, and that immediate 
death was the confequence of.their difobedience. 

By means of thefe chiefs, therefore , he foon faw 
himfelf at the head of fifteen hundred men ; and. 
invited others to join him by his manifeftoes , which 
w^re difperfed throughout all the Highlands. 

The boldnefs of this enterprife aftonished all 
Europe ; it awakened the fears of the pufillani-; 
mous » the pity, of the wife , and the loyalty of all; 
rhe whole kingdom feemed unanimoufly .bent upon 
pppoftng the enterprife , which they were fenfible,, 

Vol. II* I 
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as being fupported oaly by papifts , would be ifr 
ilrumental in reftoring popery. The miniftry ws 
no fooner confirmed of the truth of his arrival, 
which , at firft , they could fcarcely be induced to 
Relieve , than Sir John Cope was ordered to op- 
pofe his progrefs. In the mean time, the young 
adventurer marched to Perth , where the unnecef 
fary ceremony was performed of proclaiming the 
chevalier de St. George , his father , king of Great 
Britain. The rebel army defcending from the 
mountains , feemed to gather as it went. They 
advanced towards Edinburgh , which they entered 
without oppofition. Here too the pageantry of 
proclamation was performed, Auguft 17, in which 
lie promifed to diffolve the union, and redrefs the 
grievances of the country. But , though he was 
mafter of the capital, yet the citadel; which goes 
by the name of the Caftle , a ftrong fortrefs built 
upon a rock , and commanded by general Gueft, 
braved all his attempts. In the mean time, Sir 
John Cope , who had purfued them to the High* 
lands, but declined meeting them in their defcent, 
now reinforced by two regiments of dragoons , re- 
folved to march towards Edinburgh , and give then 
battle. The young adventurer , unwitting to give 
him time to retreat, attacked him near Preftoc- 

5>ans, about twelve miles from the capital, and, 
n a few minutes , put him and his troops totally 
to the rout. This victory , in which the king m 
about five hundred men , gave the rebels great in- 
fluence ; and , had the pretender taken advantage 
of the general confternation , and marched towards 
England, the confequence might have been dan* 
gerous to the fafety of the ftate ; but he fpent tte 
time at Edinburgh, feeming to enjoy the ufelei* 
parade of royalty t pleafed at being addreffed pi 



IN A SERIES OP LETTERS. 195 
treated as a king. By this time, he was joined 
by the earl of Kilmarnock , the lords Elcho , Bal- 
merino , Ogilvy , PkHigo > and *he eldeft fon of the 
lord Lovat. This lord Lovat.was the fame whom 
we have -feen upon a former ©ccafion trufted by 
the old pretender, and betraying him by taking 

§offeffion of the caftle of Stirling for king George, 
'his nobleman, true to neither party, had again 
altered from his attachment to the houfe of Hano- 
ver ? and, in fecret, aided the ,young chevalier ; 
(ludious only for his own intereft , he exerted alt 
the arts of low cunning, to appear an open enemyj 
to the rebellion , yet to give in fecret afliftance. 

While the ypung pretender thus trifled away the 
time at Edinburgh (for all delays in dangerous 
entefprifes are even worfe than defeats ) , the mi- 
niftry of Great Britain took every poflible meafure 
to defeat his intentions. Six thoufand Dutch 
troops, that had come over to the affiftance of 
the crown , were fent northward under the com* 
mand of general Wade ; but, as it was then faid; 
thefe could lend no affiftance , as they were, pro* 
$erly fpeaking , prifoners of France , and upon: 
their parole not to oppofe that power for the fpace 
of one year. However this be , the duke of Cum- 
berland foon after arrived from Flanders , and was ' 
followed by another detachment of dragoons and 
infantry; Volunteers in different parts of the king, 
dom employed themfelves in the exercife of arms ; 
and every county exerted a generous fpirit of in- 
dignation ,both againft the ambition, the religion, 
and the allies of the young adventurer. 

It would be illiberal and bafe to deny this en- 
terprifing youth that praife which his merit may 
tteierve. Though he might have brought civil 
war, and all the calamities attending it, with him t 

I % 



t 9 6 AN HISTORY OF ENG1AND, 

*nto the kingdom; yet we muft cotifider, that he 
had ever been taught, that bathing his country in 
blood was but a juft afiertion of his right; that 
altering the conftitution , and perhaps the reli- 
gion , of his fuppofed dominions, was a laudable 
objeft of ambition. Thus infpired, he went for- 
ward with vigour , and refolving .to make an ir- 
ruption into England, he entered it by the weftern 
border. On the fixth day of November, Carlifle 
was inverted , and in lefc than three days it fur- 
Tendered, Here he found a confiderabie quantity 
of arms , and was deciar ed*king of Great Britain* 
General Wade, being apprifed of his progress » 
. advanced acrofs the country from theoppofite fhore; 
but, receiving intelligence that the enemy were 
two days march before him , he retreated to his for; 
mer ftation. The young pretender now refolved to 
proceed, having received aiFurances from France 
that a confiderabie body of troops would be landed 
on the fouthern coaft of Britain, to make a diver- 
lion in his favour, and flattered with ihe hopes 
of being joined- by a large body of EngWh male- 
contents , as foon as he ihould make his appear- 
ance among them. Leaving therefore a fmall gar- 
rifon in Carlifle * which he ihould rather have left 
defencelefs , he advanced to Penrith , -marching on 
foot in an Highland garb, and continued his ir- 
ruption till be came to Manchefler , where he efa- 
<)Uihed his head-quarters. He was here joined by 
about two hundred Englifhmen, who were formed 
into a regiment , under the command of colonel 
Townley, From thence he profecuted his root 
to Derby, intending to go by the way of Ghefter 
into Wales , where he hoped for. a great number 
of adherents. He was , by this time , advanced 
within an hundred ^les f fa capital; which WIS 
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filled with terror and confiifion. The lung re- 
solved to take the' field in perfon* The volun- 
teers of the city were incorporated into a regU » 
mcnt. The practitioners of die law agreed to take 
the field with the judges at their head. Even the 
managers of the theatres offered to raHe a body of ' 
their dependents for the fervice of their country. 
Yet thefe combinations only ferved as kiftances of 
the national terror; for the' trading part of the 
city, and thofe concerned in the money corpora- 
tions , were' overwhelmed with deje&on. They 
could hope for little fafety in the courage or cfif* 
ciplirie of a militia, efpecially as they every hour 
dreaded an invafion from France, and an infur* 
re&ion of the Roman catholics , and other friends 
to the expelled family. This therefore was the 
moment tor the advancement of the adventurer's 
enterprise* Had he marched up to the capital , 
he would undoubtedly have been joined by feveral 
fecretly attached to his caufe; but he determined 
to retreat once more to Scotland, and thus his 
fcheme was defeated. In fad , he was but nomi- 
nally the leader of his forces* His generals, the 
chiefs of Highland clans, were, from their edu- 
cation, ignorant; and, from their independency, 
obftinate. They each embraced peculiar fyftems , 
and began to contend with each other for the pre- 
eminence; fo that, after violent difputes, they re- 
folved to march back. They effefted their retreat 
to Carlrfle without any lofs; and from thence 
crofled the rivers Eden and Sohray , into Scotland. 
In thit irruption, however, they preferved all the 
rules of war ; they defifted , in a great meafure , 
from rapine; levied contributions; and, in the 
ufual form , left a garrifon in Carlifle in their re* 
treat; which, a fbort time after, to the number 
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of four hundred , furrendered to the duke of Cunt 
berland prisoners at difcretion. The pretender » 
being returned to Scotland, proceeded to Glaf 
gow; from which city he exacted fevere contribu- 
tions. Advancing to Stirling , he was ' joined by 
lord Lewis Gordon , at the head of fome jbrces 
which had been affembled in his abfence ; other 
clans , to the number of two thoufand , came in 
likewife; Spain fent him fome fupplies of money; 
and, in one or two fkirmifhes with the royalifts, 
his generals came off with vi&ory; fo that his 
affairs once more feemed to wear an afped of fuc- 
cefs. Being joined by John lord Drummond, he 
inverted the caftle of Stirling , commanded by 
general Blakeney i but his forces , being unufed to 
fieges , confumed much time to no purpofe. Gene- 
ral Hawley , who commanded a confiderable body 
of forces near Edinburgh , undertook to raife the 
fiege. He advanced towards the rebel army, and 
rendezvoufed his whole force at Falkirk , while the 
rebels lay encamped at no great diftance. After 
two days, mutually examining each other's ftrength , 
the rebels, on the Seventeenth day of January, 
came on in full fpirits to attack the king's army* 
The pretender, who flood in the front line, gave 
the fignal to fire ; and the firft volley ferved to put 
Hawley's forces into confufion. The horfe re- 
treated with precipitation , and fell in uoon their 
own-infantry; the rebels followed their blow; and 
the greateft part of the royal army fled with the 
utmoft precipitation. They retirea in confufion to 
Edinburgh , leaving the field of battle, with part of 
their tents and artillery , to the rebels. 

This was the end of all their triumphs. But a 
new fcene of condufi was now going to open; tor 
the duke of Cumberland , at that time the tavouriti 
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fef the Eiigliih army , had put himfelf at the head of* 
the troops at Edinburgh, which contffled of about 
fourteen thou Can d men. He refolved therefore to 
come to a battle as foon as poffible ; and marched 
forward, while the young adventurer retired at 
his approach. The duke advanced to Aberdeen, 
wrhe're he was joined by the duke of Gordon , and 
fome other lords attached to his family and caufe. 
After having refreshed his troops there for fome 
time, he renewed his march ; and, in twelve days, 
came upon the banks of the deep j n , ^ 
and rapid river Spey. This was a ** Um f '4 w 
place where the rebels might have difputed his 
paffage; but they feemed now totally void of ail 
counlel and fubordination , without conduft , and 
without expectation. The duke ftill proceeded in 
his purfuit; and ,. at length, had advice that the 
enemy had advanced from Invernefs to the plain of 
Culloden , which was about nine miles diftant , and , 
there intended to give him battle. On this plain 
the Highlanders were drawn up in order * ., 
of battle, to the number of eight thou- ¥ n x ?* 
fand men m thirteen divifions , fupplied with fome 
pieces of artillery* The battle began about one 
o'clock in the afternoon : the cannon of the king's 
army did dreadful execution among the enemy , ' 
while theirs , being but ill ferved , was ineffectual. 
One of the .great errors in all the pretender's war- 
like meafures, was his fubjefting undifciplined 
troops to the forms of artful war, and thus repreff- 
ing their native ferocity, from. which alone he 
could hope for fuccefs. After they had flood the 
Engliih fire for fome time, they, at length , became 
impatient for clofer engagement; and about five 
hundred of them attacked the Englifli left wing 
with their accuftomed fiercenefs. The firft line be^ 

14 



ioo AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
ing disordered by this onfet , two battalions advarl* 
ced to fuppoft it , and galled the enemy by a terri- 
ble and clofe difcharge. Ar the fame time the dra- 
goons under Hawley , and the Argyllfhire militia , 
pulling down a park wait that guarded the enemy's 
flank , and which the rebels had left but feebly de- 
fended , fell in among them , fword in hand, with 
great daughter. In lefs than thirty minutes they 
were totally routed , and the field covered with 
their wounded and {lain , to the number of above 
three thou fa rid men. Civil war is in itfehf terrible , 
but ftill more fo when heightened b;f cruelty. How 
guilty foever men' may be, it is ever the bufinefsof 
a foldier to remember , that he his only to fight an 
enemy that oppofes hhn , and to fpare the fup- 
pliant. This victory was in every refpect com- 
plete ; and humanity to the conquered would even 
Jiave made it glorious. The conquerors often refuf- 
ed mercy to wretches who were defenceless or 
wounded ; and foldiers were feen to anticipate tit 
frafe employment of the executioner. 

Thus funk all the. hopes and ambition of the 
young adventurer ; one fliort hour deprived him 
of imaginary thrones and fceptres, and reduced 
him from a nominal king to a diftrefled forlorn 
outcaft, fhunned by all mankind, except fuch as 
fought to take his life. To the good-natured, 
fubiequent diftrefs often atones for former guilt; 
and while reafon would reprefs humanity, yet our 
hearts plead in the favour df the wretched. The 
duke , immediately after the decifi ve srSi'On at Cullo- 
den , ordered fix and thirty deferters to be executed ; 
the conquerors fpread terror wherever they came; 
and , after a fhort time ■, the whole country round 
was oae fceae of flaughter, defolation , and plur> 
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3er : juftice feemed forgotten, and vengeance at 
fumed die name* 

In the mean time, the unhappy fugitive ad* 
venturer wandered from mountain to mountain, 
a wretched fpedator of all thefe horrors, the re- 
fult of his ill -guided ambition. He now under- 
went a fimilarity of adventures with Charles II # 
after the defeat at Worccfter. He fometimes found 
refuge in caVes and cottages without attendants, 
aw -*xpofed to the mercy of peafaints, who could 
pity but not fnpport him. Sometimes he lay in 
forefts, with one or two companions of his dif- 
treft , continually purfued by the troops of the 
conqueror, as there was thirty thoufand pounds 
bid for h|s head; Sheridan, an Irifh adventurer, 
was he who kept moft faithfully by him , and iri- 
fpired him with courage to iupport fuch incre- 
dible hardships. He was obliged to truft his life 
to the fidelity of above fifty individuals. One 
day, having walked from morning till night, prefix- 
ed by hunger,. and worn with fatigue, he ven* 
tured to enter an houfe, the owner of which hte 
well knew was attached to the opppfite party : The 
fan of your king, faid he, entering, comes to beg a 
bit of bread and cloaths. 1 know your prefent at* 
tachment to my adver fanes , but I believe you have 
fufficient honour not to abufe my confidence , or to take 
the advantage of my misfortunes. Take thefe rags 
that have for fame time been my only covering , and 
keep them.. Tou may , probably, reflore them to me 
one day when feated on the throne of the kings of 
Great Britain. His hoft was touched with his 
diftrefs, affifted him as far as he was able, and 
never divulged his fecret. In this manner he wan- 
dered among the frightful wilds of Glengary, for 
near fix momhS often hemmed round by his pur- 
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fuers , but ftill finding fome expedient to faye him 
from captivity and death. At length a privateer of 
St. Malo , hired by his adherents , arrived at Loch- 
' nanach , on which he embarked , and arrived at 
France in fafety. 

While the prince thus led a wandering and foli- 
tary life , die fcaffolds and the gibbets were bathed 
with the blood of his adherents. Seventeen officers 
of the rebel army were executed at Kennington- 
Common, in the neighbourhood of London, whofe 
conftancy in death gained more profelytes to their 
caufe than perhaps their vifiories could have done* 
Nine were executed' in the fame manner at Car- 
lifle ; fix at Brampton ; feven at Penrith ; and 
eleven at York. A few obtained pardons ; and a 
confiderable number were tranfported to the plan- 
tations. The earls of Kilmarnock and Crbmar- 
tie, with thqlord Balmerino, were tried by their 
peers, and found guilty. Cromartie was pardoned ;. 
the other two were beheaded on Tower -Hill. 
Kilmarnock , either from conviction , or from 
the hope of pardon, owned his crime, and de- 
clared his repentance of it. On the other hand , 
Balmerino /who had from his voutfe been bred up 
to arms, died in a more daring manner. When 
his fellow-fufferer, as commanded, bid God biefs 
king George , Balmerino ftill -held fail to his prin- 
ciples , and cried out , God blefs king James , and 
fuffered with the utmoft intrepidity. Lord Lo- 
vat, and Mr. Radcliff, the titular earl of Derwent- 
water, fuffered the fame fate with equal refolu- 
tion. Thus ended a rebellion , diftated by youth 
and prefumption , and conduced without art or 
refolution. The family of Stewart found fortune 
^become more averfe at every new Solicitation of 
&er favours. Let private men, who complain of 
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the miferies of this life , only turn to the vicif- 
, fitudes ia that family , and learn to blefs God, and 
be happy. 

LETTER LXI. 

.A Rebellion quelled , and mercy fliewn to the 
delinquents, ever ftrengtbens the reigning caufe. 
How it might have been in the prefent jnftance , 
I will not pretend to determine : whether too 
much rigour might have been exerted upon the 
conquered , pofterity muft determine : aftions of 
this kind are too near our own times to be ei- 
ther judged of or talked of with freedom Im- 
mediately after the rebellion was fupprefled, the 
legislature 'undertook to eftablifh feveral regula- 
tions in Scotland , which were equally conducive 
to the happinefs of the people there, and the tran- 
quillity of the united kingdom. The Highland- 
ers , who had , till this time , continued to wear 
the old military drefs of the Romans , and who 
always went armed, were now reformed. Their 
habits were, by aft of parliament, reduced to the 
modern modes; the obedience they were under 
to their chiefs was abolifhed ; and the lowed fub- 
jeft of that part of the kingdom was granted a 
participation of Britiih freedom. 

But , whatever tranquillity might have been re- 
stored by thefe means at home, the flames of war 
ifijl continued to rage upon the continent with 
their accuftomed violence. The French went for- 
-Ward with rapid fuccefs , having reduced almoft 
the whole • Netherlands to their obedience. In 
vain the Dutch negotiated, fupplicated, and evad- 
ed war ; they few themfelves ftripped of all thefe 

J 6 
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flrong towns which defended their dominion! 
from rnvafton ; and they now lay almoft defence- 
lefs ready to receive terms from their conquerors. . 
The Dutch, at this time, were very different from 
their forefathers , the brare affcrtors of liberty, in 
the beginning of the republic ; the individuals of 
their ftate were now rich, while their governmect 
was poor; they had loft, in a fairit or traffic and 
luxury, all their generofiry of fentiment, and de- 
fire of independence; they only fought riches, 
regardlefs 01 public virtue. They were divided in 
their council* between two factions which now 
fubfifted , namely , that wMch declared for a flab 
holder, and that Which , with attachments to 
France, oppofed his eleftion. The prevalence of 
either fide was almoft equally fatal to liberty : if a 
ftadtholder were defied , they then faw their con- 
stitution altered from a republic to a kind of Hunted 
monarchy ; if the oppofite party prevailed , they 
were to feel the weight of a confirmed ariftocracy, 
confirmed by' French power, and orfeuching under 
its authority. Of the two evils they chofe the 
former; the people, m feveral towns, irtflimed 
almoft to tumult and feditbn, compelled their ma* 
giftrates to declare for the prince of Orange as 
ftadtholder, captain-general, and admiral of the 
United Provinces. The vigorous confequenees of 
this refolution immediately appeared : all com- 
merce with the French was prohibited ; the Dutch 
army was augmented ; and orders were J&ued 
to commence hoftilities agairift the French by iea 
and land. 

Thus we fee this war diffufed throughout rife 
whole fyfteih of Europe; in font* meaaforC refem- 
bling a diforder, the Tymptoms of winch, at dif- 
iercnt times , appear in- different ports of the body , 
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remitting and raging by turns. At the commence- 
ment of the War , we have feen the queen of Hun- 
gary upon jhe point of lofing all her poffeffion*. 
Soon after we faw the unfortunate duke of Bavaria # 
who had been chofen emperor by the name of Charles 
VII, baniihed from his throne, dripped of his he* 
reditary dukedom , and Shrinking from furrounding 
dangers. We have feen the duke of Savoy, now 
king of Sardinia, changing that fide which fome 
years before he had efpoufed , and joining with 
Auftria and England againfl the ambitious de- 
figns of France ; while Italy flill felt all the terror* 
of war-, or rather faw foreigners contending with 
each other for her dominions, the French and 
Spaniards on one fide , the Imperialifts and the 
king of Sardinia on the other. Thus Italy , that 
once gave laws to the world s now faw the troops of 
Germany and Spain, by turns, enter, into her 
territories; and, after various combats, fhe, at 
laft, faw the Imperialifts become matters. The 
Spaniards and French loft the moft flourifhing 
armies 4 , notwithflanding the excellent conduct of 
the prince of Conti their general; and* at Jail, 
after a bloody vi&ory obtained over the Spaniards 
at St.' Lazaroj the beautiful city of Genoa, which 
had fided with Spain , wad obliged to fubrrrit to 
the conquerors, to fuller fome indignities im- 
posed upon them , and to pay a moft tevere conn 
tribution. 

The city of Genoa had for ages before main-J 
tained its owh laws , and boafted of liberty. Be- 
sides its inner vail , h had another formed by a 
chain of rocks of more than two leagues extent ; 
but both beirig built in thofe times when modern: 
fortification was. yet unknown , it was not thought, 
by its fenate , capable of making a proper reM- 
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ance. Upon fubmitting, the unhappy Genoefe too 
foon found that no mercy was to be expected from 
the court of Vienna, which had ever patronized 
oppreffion. More than a million fterling was de- 
manded ibr a contribution ; a tax, the payment of 
which muft have utterly ruined the city. The 
magiftrates did all in their power to pay the exor- 
bitant fum demanded; and the German troops ex- 
crcifod every inhumanity in exalting it. The con- 
querors lived upon the people , and treated them 
with an infolence which was natural to them as 
conquerors , and as Germans. The Genoefe were, 
at length , reduced to defpair , and were refolved to 
make a laft effort for the recovery of their liberty 
and independence. The Auftrians took the can- 
non of the city, in order to tranfport them to Pro- 
vence, where their arms had already penetrated. 
The Genoefe themfelves were obliged to drawthofe 
cannons , which they had once confidered as the de- 
fence and ornament of their citadel. It was on 
this occafion that an Auftrian officer ftrjuck one of 
the citizens , who had been employed in this labo- 
rious tafk. This blow ferved to animate the people 
with their former fpirit of freedom. They took up 
arms in every quarter of the town , and furprifed 
fome battalions of the Auftrians , furrounded others, 
and cut them in pieces. The fenate, uncertain 
how to proceed, neither encouraged nor flopped the 
citizens, who drove the Auftrians entirely out , and 
then appointed commanders , and guarded the walls 
with the utmoft regularity. 

This revolution in a little city , the tranfacTions 
of which has filled whole folios of hiflory , fhould 
not be patted over without remark : though no 
longer capable of maintaining its liberties amidfl 
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the {hock of the enormous powers of Europe, yet 
ftill we find it pofiefted of its antient fpirit; only 
to lofe it , however , by the prevailing power of the 
fenate, which eftablifned their ariftocracy on the 
necks of the citizens, ^s before. 

In this manner we fee viftory and mifcarriage 
mutually declaring for either; all fides growing 
more* feeble , and none acquiring any real recom- 
pence for the loffes fuftained. Thus, A n +. 
about this time , the Engiiih made A - # I74 ° # 
an unfuccefsful expedition into France , in larder to 
attack port TOrient , in which they came off 
without any honour." The French gained a con- 
fiderable victory at Rocoux, in Flanders , over the 
allies, although it procured them no real advantage; 
and it coft them a greater number of lives than 
thofe whom they obliged to retire. The Dutch f 
in this general conflid , feemed the greateft lofers. 
A viftory gained over the allies at Lafelt ferved 
to reduce them to a ftill greater degree of diftruft 
in their generals than they had hitherto {hewn ; 
but the taking of Bergen-op-Zoom , the ftrongeft 
fortification _of Dutch Brabant, and which put the 
French in pofiefiion of the whole navigation of the 
Schelde , threw them almoft into defpair. But 
thefe vi&ories, in favour of France, were coun- 
terbalanced with almoft equal difappointments. 
In Italy, the French general, marfhal Belleifle's 
brother, at the head of thirty-four thoufand men, 
attempted to penetrate into Piedmont; but his 
troops were put to the rout, and he himfeif flakw 
The French king equipped an unfuccefsful arma- 
ment for the recovery of cape Breton ; and , not 
difcouraged by this failure , fitted out two fqua- 
drons, one to make a defcent upon the Britifh 
colonies in America , and the other, to affift the 
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operations in the Eaft-Ifldies. Thefe , however J 
ijf n were attacked by Anfon and Warren i 

■*• "• I747- an d n i ne f th e j r fhips were taken. 
Soon after this, commodore Fox , with fix {hips o( 
war , took above forty French fhips laden from St. 
Domingo ; and this lofs wa*foon after followed by 
another defeat , which the French fleet fbfhrined 
from admiral Hawke, in which feven ihipsofthe 
line and feveral frigates were taken. 
This variety of fuccefs ferved to make all the 

Jowers at war heartily defirons of peace. The 
rates-General had , for fome years , Endeavoured 
to flop the progrefs of" a war, in which they could 
gain no advantages * and had all to lofe. The king 
of France was fenfible, that, after conqueft,was 
the moft advantageous opportunity of propofing 
terms of peace; and even expreffed his detire of 

Smeral tranquillity, in a perfonal converfation with 
r John Ligonier * who nad beeti made prifoner in 
the laft victory obtained by the French at Lafelr. 
The bad fuccefs of his admirals at fea , his generals 
inisfortunes in Italy , the frequent bankruptcies of 
his fubjeds , the eleftlon of a ftadrholder in Hol- 
land , who oppofed his interefts , his views in Gcr- 
iftany entirely fruftrated by the elevation of the 
duke of Tufcany to rule the empire ; all thefe-con- 
tributed to make him weary of the war. Art ac- 
commodation was therefore refolved upon ; and the 
contending powers agreed to come to a congrefsat 
Aix la Chapelle , where the earl of Sandwich and 
Sir Thomas Robinfon affiffed as plenipotentiaries 
from the king of Great Britain. This treaty, 
which takes its name from that city , was con- 
cluded on the fcvenfh day of Oflober ; a laftiflC in- 
ftance of precipitate counfels and Englifli humility. 
By this it was agreed , that all prifoners 9 on each 
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fide , fhbijld be mutually reftored , and all con- 

Puefts giveri up : that the duchies of Parma, 
lacentia , and Guaftalla, fliould be ceded to Don 
Philip , heir apparent to the Spanifli throne , and 
his heirs; but in cafe of his fucceeding to thd 
crown of Spain, that then thefe dominions fliould 
revert to the houfe of Auftria : that the fortifica- 
tions of Dunkirk to the fea fliould be deffioliflied t 
that the ihip aimualty fent with flaves to the coaft 
of Spain , fliould have this privilege continued for 
four years : that the king of Pruflia fliould be fe* 
cured in the poffeffion of Siiefi*, whteh he had 
conquered ; and that the queen of Hungary fhould 
be fecured hi her patrimonial dominions. But one 
article of the peace was more difpleafinz and af- 
flictive to the EngKfh than all the reft ; for it was 
agreed, that file fliould give two perfons of rank 
and difHnffion to France as hoftages /until reftttu* 
tion fhould be made of all the conqnefts which 
England poflfefled of the enemy, either in the Eaft 
or Weft Indies. This was a mortifying ftipula- 
ti'on ; but there was no mention made of the fearch* 
ing Englifli illips in *e American feas , upon 
which the war originaffly began. The treaty of 
Utrecht ftatf long been a fubjeft of reproach td 
thofe by whom it was negotiated ; but , with alt 
its faults, the treaty that was juft concluded was 
far iritfrd defpicabte and erroneous The honour 
of the nation was forgotten ; its intereft left un* 
determined. Yet fuch was the ftrange infatuation 
of the multitude , that the treaty of Utrecht was 
held in unhrerfal contempt, and this was extolled 
with the higheft ftrain of panegyric. The truth 
is, the people were wearied with repeated difgrace , 
and only expe&ed an accumulation of misfortunes 
by continuing the war. The minifters and their 
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emiflaries, about this period , had the art of per* 
fuading men to what they thought proper, and 
reprefented the circumftances of the nation as flou- 
riming , though the public was groaning beneath 
an immenfe load of debt, v and though all meafures 
were guided by an ignorant and unconftiturional 
fadion, 

LETTER LXIL 

X h i s peace might , in every refped , be terror 
cd only a temporary ceflation from general hos- 
tilities ; though the war between England and 
France had actually fubfided in Europe, yet in the 
Eaft and Weft Indies they ftill carried on hoftile 
operations , both fides equally culpable , y£ each 
complaining of the infraction. 

In the mean time , as Europe enjoyed a tempo- 
rary tranquillity, the people of England expefled, 
and the government promifed them , a reftitution of 
thofe bleflings which nad been taken from them by a 
long and obftinate war* A magnificent fire-work 
was played off upon this occafion; which, though 
an ufelefs and vain expence , ferved to amufe the 
populace , and render them more contented with the 
late precarious treaty. 

The miniftry alfo fliewed fome defire to promote 
the commerce of the kingdom ; and , for this pur- 
pofe ,' a bill was pafled tor encouraging a Britiih 
herring flfnery 9 under proper regulations. From 
fuch a fcheme carried into execution , great ad- 
vantages were expe&ed to accrue : the Dutch, who 
had long enjoyed the fole profits arifing from it, 
confidered the fea as a mine of inexhauftible 
wealth. However, experience had ihewn , that the 
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EnglHh were either incapable of turning this 
fi£hery to jhe fame advantage , or that their com- 
pany was not eftablifhed with the moft ftrid 
ceconomy. Private perfons have often beerf found 
to make fortunes by this fishery ; but the company, 
have found themfeives confiderable lofers. 

A fcj^me , which by many was thought ftill 
more advantageous to the nation, was 9 * ~ 
the encouraging tfcofe who had been * * *749 # 
difcharged the army or navy to become members of 
a new colony in North America, called Nova Scotia. 
To this retreat , it was thought , the wafte of an ex- 
uberant nation might welt be drained off; and here 
thofe free fpirits might be kept employed, who, 
if fuffered to remain at home , would only prey upon 
the community. This was a cold climate, and a' 
barren foil , where the English kept a fort , and a 
fmall garrifon, rather to intimidate the neighbour- 
ing. French , and,repre(s their encroachments , than 
to derive any advantages from the improvements of 
trade , or the cultivation of the country. It was 
here that a fcheme was laid for the foundation of a 
new colony , which might improve the fishery upon 
that coaftj and become a new fource of wealth to 
the mother country. Thus did the nation exchange 
her hardy and veteran troops for the expe&ation of 
precarious wealth. Every colony w taken from the 
parent country ferves to leffen its ftrength ; and alt 
the wealth imported into it, after it has become 
moderately rich , being only ufed as the inftrument 
of luxury , inftead of invigorating the nation , tends 
to render it more effeminate. 

However , it was advertifed by authority , that 
all proper encouragement would be given to fuch 
officers and private men, who , being difcharged 
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from the femrice of tke government , should be bill- 
ing to fettle in Nova Scotia. Fifty acres of land 
were granted to every private foldier or feamao ,j 
fre* from taxes for ten years,. and' then to pay> 
only one shilling a yean Befides this fifty, ten 1 
acres more were to be granted to every indivi- 
dual of which each family should confift- Every' 
officer , under the rank of enfign , was to have* 
fourfcore acres ; enfigns were to have two hundred* 
lieutenants three , captains four, and thofe abord 
that rank fix. Such offers failed not to indued 
numbers to try their fortunes on that defolatecean* ; 
and, in a little time, about four thoufand adveii'l 
turers, with their families, Were carried thither; j 
a town named Halifax was built; and the colo* I 
uifts left to glean a fcanty fubfiftence from an uc- 

Sateful foil. Since that time, notwithftanding all 
e encouragement this colony has received from 
the government, the inhabitants have cleared but a 
very fmall part of the woods with which the face of 
the country is covered. Agriculture is quite for- 
faken ; and the fettlement entirely fufofifts by the 
Aims expended by the army and navy ftatiorred in 
that part of the weflern world. 

Here , however , thofe voluntary outcafb of their 
Country expected to live, though hardly, yet at 

rj n t^x lca ^ fecurely ; but in this they 
j9. u. 1754. found them fc ivcs cfifappoiated. xh e 

Indians, a favage and fierce people, from the firft 
looked upon thefe fettlements of the English as an 
incroachinent upon their own liberties ; and the 
French, who were equally jealous, fomented thefe 
fofpicions. CommiflTaries were therefore appointed 
to meet at Paris , and compromife thefe affomes ; 
but thefe conferences were rendered abortive by 
mutual cavillings , and all the arts of evaXion* 
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In the mean time Mr. Pelham , who chiefly con- 
duced the bufmefe of the ftate , and was efteemed 
a man of candour and capacity , laid a fcheme for 
lightening the iramenfe load of debt that was laid 
upon the nation. His plan was to leffen the na- 
tional incumbrance , by lowering the intereft which 
had been promifed upon the firu raifing the fupply., 
or obliging the lenders to receive the fums originally 
granted. Thofe who were proprietors of Socks, 
and received, for the.ufe of their money, four per 
cent, were , by royal authority, ordered to fubfcribe 
their names, fignifying their- confent to accept of 
three, pounds ten Shillings per cent a year after , and 
three per cent only about fix years after their thus 
fubfcribing ; and , in cafe of a refufal , that the go- 
vernment would pay off the principal. 

This fcheme was attended with the defired efFeft; 
though it , in fome meafure , was a force upon the 
lender , who had originally granted his money upon 
different terms, yet it wasialutary to the nation; 
and, as Machiavel has it, political injuftice is fome- 
times allowable , in order to fecure national benefits. 
Betides this (alutary meafure , others were purfu*! 
hy the minifter at the helm with equal fucce$. 
The importation of iron from -America was allowed 
and the trade to Africa laid open to the whole na- 
tion , but , at the fame time , to be fuperintended by 
the board of trade and plantation. 

But all the advantages the nation reaped from 
trrefe fclutary meafures , were not fufficient to coun* 
ter balance the ftroke whichliberty received (as fome 
are of opinion) by an unuibal ftretch of the privi* 
leges of the houfe of commons. As thisjis a point 
which deferves the ftrifteft attention, permit me t* 
trace it to its fource. The city of Weftmiaftef 
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had long been represented by. members who wen 
nominated , in iome meafure , by the miniflfl 
Lord Trentham , having vacated his (eat in the houfe, 
by accepting a place under die crown , again de 
cfared himfelf a candidate ; but met with violent 
oppofition. It was objected to him by fome , thai 
he had been uncommonly a&ive in introducing 
fome French ftrollers , who had come over to 
exhibit plays upon the fuppreffion of our on, 
This aocuiation , whether true or falfe , excited 
numbers againft him , who rtyled themfelves the 
independent electors of Wefhninfler % and named Sir 
George Vandeput , a private gentleman , as bis 
competitor. The opposition refolved to fupport 
their candidate at their own e^pencej, They ac- 
cordingly opened houfes of entertainment , foliciid 
votes, and propagated abufe as ufuai. At length, 
the poll being clofed, the majority* appeared in fr 
vour of lord Trentham, A fcrutiny was demanded! 
by the other fide ; it was protracted by the obftinacy 
of both parties* : but this alfp turning out in favour 
of lord Trentham , the independent eleftors peti- 
tioned the houfe , complaining of an undue ejeftionj 
and of partiality and injuftice of the high* bailiffs 
Weftminfter , who took the poll. To this petition! 
the houfe paid little regard , but proceeded to ex- 
amine the high-bailiff as to the caufes that bad fol 
long protracted the elefiion , who laid the blame 
upon Mr. Crowle , who had afted as coutrfel fel 
the petitioners , as alfo on the honourable Ale?! 
ander Murray, and one Gibfon , an upholftflW 
Thefe three perfons were therefore brought torn 
bar of the houfe. Crowle and Gibfon, after haviflj 
aflced pardon upon their knees , and being rep* 
manded by the houfe, were difmifled. Murray 
was firft admitted to bail ; but , alter fome ** 
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neffes had depofed that he had headed a mob to 
intimidate the voters, it was voted that he fliould 
be committed a clofe prifoner to Newgate - 9 and, 
to invigorate their meaiures , that he should receive 
this fentence at the bar of the houfe on his knees. 
He accordingly appeared ; but, being dire&ed by 
the fpeaker to kneel , refufed > to comply. This re- 
fufal threw the whole houie into a commotion ; 
and it was ordered that he should be committed 
clofe prifoner to Newgate , debarred the ufe of pen , 
ink , and paper, and that no perfon should have ac- 
cefs to him without permuTion of the houfe. This 
imprifonment he underwent , fenfible by the con- 
ftitution it could continue no longer than whHc 
they continued to fit; and, at the clofe of the 
femon , he was conduced from prifon to his own 
houfe , amidft the acclamations of the people. He 
now was thought by many entirely free from all 
farther persecution : but in this they were mis- 
taken \ for at the opening of the enfuing feffions, 
a motion was made , that Mr. Murray should be . 
again committed clofe prifoner to the Tower: 
Hitherto it was fuppofed by feveral , that the houfe 
of commons had a&ed with a fpirit of refentment ; 
now it was thought that they made an attempt 
at extending their privileges. Though the delin- 
quent , a peribn of no great confequence in hinrfclf , 
•had taken the prudent precaution of retiring from 
their refentment, yet feveral of the people faw that 
the houfe confidered itfelf rather as a body dttlind 
from the people than the guardians of the . people ; 
and , inftead of maintaining the liberties of the fab* 
]e& in general , had attempted to increafe their own; 
Some thought they faw in this meafure the. feeds 
of future ariftocracy ; that the Jioufe of commons 
conftimt^d tbejnfelves judges: of their own privi* 
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leges ; and that the liberty of every individual a 
fociety was at the difpofal of a body who profe&i 
aiding chiefly for their own honour. 

However this may be , another meafure was foos 
after taken, which, in reality, made diftin&ions 
among the people , and laid an unpayable line be- 
tween the rich and poor. This was an ad for the 
.better preventing clandestine marriages, and for 
>the more pubiick folemnization of that ceremony. 
The grievance complained of, and which this lav 
was to redrefs , was , that the fons and daughters 
of opulent families were often feduced into mar* 
.riage , before they had acquired fufficient ex- 
perience in life to be fenfible of the difparity of 
.fortune in the -match. This fiatute therefore 
<ena£ted , that the bans of marriage should be re- 
.gularly published three fucceffive Sundays , in the 
church of the parish where both parties had refided 
for one month at leaft before the ceremony; 
that a marriage which was folemnized without 
this previous publication , or a licence obtained 
from the bishop's court , should be void , and the 
4>erfon who folemnized it should be tranfported for 
ieven years. This aft was , at that time , .tfioughr 
replete with confequences injurious to fociety; 
.and experience has manifested fome of them; vil- 
lains have gone about deceiving ignorant women, 
under a pretence of marriage, and then have left 
them without redrefs. The poor were thus ren- 
dered utterly incapable of making alliances with the 
rich ; and the wealth of the nation has thus been 
,more liable to accumulation in opulent families. 
It has been thought to impede that ardour which 
'impels many to marry ; and to clog* ceremony of 
the moft infinite advantage to fociety, with pro- 
iraftinajtipn and delay. Some have jafftnjed , that 

debaucheries 
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lehaucheries and Iewdneft have become more fre- 
quent fince the ena&ing this law ; and it is believed 
hat the numbers of the people are upon the 
iecline. 

This feffion of parliament was alio diflinguiflied 
by another ad equally unpopular , and , perhaps ,' 
actually injurious to the religion of the community, 
rhis was a law for naturalizing the Jews. The 
minifters boldly affirmed , that fuch.a law would 
greatly contribute to the advantage of the nation ; 
that it would increafe the' credit and commerce of 
the kingdom., and fet a laudable example of politi- 
cal toleration. Many others j however, were of 
very different fentiments ; they faw that greater 
favour was ihewn by this bill to Jews, than to 
fome other fe&s profeffing the Chrifhan religion ; 
that an introduftion of this people into the king* 
dom would difgrace the charader of the nation , 
and cool the zeal of the natives , already too* luke- 
warm. However, notwithstanding all opposition , 
this bill was paffed into a law ; nor was it till the 
enfuing feffion of parliament , that it was thought 
neceffary to be repealed. 

An'aa , equally unpopular with the two former; 
was now aUo paffed, which contained regulations 
for the better preferving the game. By this none 
but men already poffeued of a (tared fortune had 
a privilege of carrying a gun , or destroying game, 
though even upon the grounds which he htmfelf 
rented. This totally damped all that martial fpirit 
among the lower orders of mankind , by preventing 
their handling thofe arms which might -one day be 
neceffary to defend their country ; and gave the rich 
the fole enjoyment of a pleasure, which, before > 
had been confidered as the common privilege of 
humanity. . Such were the laws patted this feffion i 
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through all which a fpirit of ariftocracy was dif- 

AD *6 cerne< * v ^ ome ' The body of the 
*• • I 75°- rich, no.longcr fearing opprcflion from 
the throne , or an infringement oftheir own liber- 
ties, now began to lean heavy upon the poor, 
and to confider the interefts of that ufeful part of 
ibciety as entirely diftirift from their own. They 
never omitted , however , their ufual addreffes to the 
throne; and this feflion was remarkable for an ad. 
drefs of thanks to his majefty , for maintaining, and 
rendering permanent , the general tranquillity of 
Europe, at a time when war was kindling in 
alraoft every quarter of the world. 



LETTER LXIII. 

IF we feek for the origin of the war which now 
began to threaten univerfal devaftation , weftall 
find it kindling up in feveral countries , both of 
Europe, America, and Afia, at one and the fame 
time* Moil other national conrefts have arifen 
from fome one principal caufe ; but this war feems 
to have been produced by the concurrence of feve- 
ral , or it may be confidered as the continuance of 
the late war , which had net been effe&ually ex- 
tinguished by the defeftive treaty of Aix la Cha- 
pelle;. 

In Afia, upon the coaft of Malabar, the Englift 
and French had never ceafed hostilities. The 
claims of Pruffia and lAuftria , upon the territories 
of Silefia , had never been thoroughly adjufted. 
The limits of Nova Scotia, inhabited by theEng- 
lifh, and bordered upon by the French, were never 
fWiWy determined | and, ibothward , the bow 



TN A'SE^IES OF LETTERS. %i& 

paries of Arcadia , an extenfive country belonging 
to the French, and bordering upon Virginia, tfer/s 
equally left uncertain. Negotiations had long 
been carried on to determine thefe differences y but 
what could feafon do in determining difputes in 
which there were no certain principles to be guided 
by} The limits of thefe countries had never been 
fettled 5^ for they were , before this time, thought too 
remote or too infignificant to employ much at- 
tention : and it was not probable , that powers, 
who had no other right to the countries in difpute 
but that of invafion ; would have equity enough to. 
agree upon fharing the fpoil. 

The right which any of the contending powers 
pretended to, might, in the eye of reafon , be 
thought very controvertible 4 but the convenience 
which either party was to derive from the enjoy* 
ment of their peculiar claims was not fo uncertain. 
As the diffeflfions feemed to begin in North ^Ame- 
rica, we muft turn to that country to confider 
their rife. The French had been the firfl culti- 
vators of Nova Scotia , and , by great induftry and 
long : perfeverance , rendered that foil, naturally 
barren * fomewhat more fertile and capable of 
fuftaining nature with very little affiflance from 
Europe. This country ,, however , had frequently 
changed matters , until the Englifli were acknow- 
ledged as the rightful poffeffors by the treaty of 
Utrecht. The poffeflion of this country, in-any 
other nation, would expofe our colonies to per- 
petual invafion, , and affift them in acquiring a fu- 
periority ii* commerce, arid the northern filheries. 
It has teen already obferved , that we had an in* 
fant colony upon, that coaft, which was chiefly 
fupported by royal bounty , and ftruggled with all 
the difadvantag^s.of the fevere climate, and tt^e 
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Ungrateful foil. But it had an obftru&ion to its 

frowth fiill more formidable than either. The 
rench, who had been long fettled in the/ back 
Iiarts of the country , continually fpirired up the 
ndians to repel the new comers ; fo that fome of 
them were actually murdered, or fold to the French 
at Louifburg. Thefe violations were complained 
of, and complaint produced recrimination ; fo that 
the two powers of France and England were nego- 
tiating with , accufing, and destroying each other all 
at one time. 

Now alfo began to be obferyed another fource 
of difpute 9 whichpromifed as much uneafinefs as 
the former. The French t pretending firft to have 
discovered the mouth of the river Miffiflippi, claim- 
ed the whole adjacent country towards New Mex- 
ico on the eaft , and quite to the Apalachian moun- 
tains on the weft; and finding ieveral English- 
men, who had fettled beyond thefe mountains, 
both from motives of commerce , and invited by 
the natural beauties of the country, they drove 
them away * and built fuch forts as could command 
the whole country around. It was now , there- 
fore , feen , that their intentions were to furround 
the, Englifh colonies , -which lay along the fiiore, 
by taking poffeflion of the internal parts of the 
country that lay on the back of our fettlements ; 
and being already •poffefTed of the northern and 
fouthern fliores, thus toinclofe us on every fide, 
and fecure to themfelves all trade with the natives 
of the country. The Englifh therefore juflly 
apprehended , that , if the French were abje to 
unite r'neir northern colonies, which were traded 
fnt$ by the river St. Lawrence, to their fouthern, 
Which were acceflible by the river Mifliffippi, they 
rnuft, in time, become mailers of the whole tcr- 
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ritory , and , by having a wide country to increafe 
in , would foon multiply , and become every yea* 
more dangerous. 

' The government of England , having long com" 
plained of thefe incroacnments , determined , at 
length, to repel force by force, and to cut the 
knot of negotiation , which they could not untie. 
Orders were difpatched to the governors of the 
provinces to unjte into a confederacy for their mu- 
tual fecurity; and, if poffible, to bring the In- 
dians over to their eaufe. The Indians were a 
fierce , favage people , unacquainted with the arts of 
peace, and from infancy trained to the pradice 
of war. It had lone been the method of the Englifh 
to cultivate their friendship in times of danger , but 
to flight their alliance in circiimftances of tranquil** 
lity : this , in fome meafure , ferved to alienate their 
afte&ions from our government ; but the fraud 
and avarice of our merchants , particularly pf that 
called the Ohio company , who ibid them bad mer- 
chandizes > and treated them with equal infolence 
and perfidy, ferved to confirm their averfion. Be- 
fides , there was fomething in the difpofition of 
the French fettlers in thefe regions more fimilar 
» to theirs : the French , like the natives , were hardy , 
emerpriftng , and poor ; they naturally therefore 
joined with thofe allies , from conquering of whom 
they could expect no plunder ; and declared againft 
the Englifh colonics , who were rich , frugal , and 
laborious , and whofe fpoils they confequently were 
the more defirous to fhare. 

Thus then, the English had not only the French ; 
but almoft the whole body of the Indian nations 
to oppofe ; yet this confederacy againft them did 
not give a greater union to the different provinces , 
whole intcrefl it was to oppofe. Some of the 
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provinces , who, from their foliation, had little 
to fear from the enemy, pr little advantages » 
expcd from viftory , declined tarnishing their 
share of the fupplies; the governors of fome other 
colonies, who had been men of broken fortunes, 
and had -come from their native country , to re- 
trieve them by a&s of rapacity and oppreifion 
here , were fo much dreaded or hated , that they 
loft all influence in infpirinjg the .*colonifb with 
a proper fpirit of defence* The miniftry , how* 
ever , at home , began to exert itfelf for their de- 
fence , and their meafures were haftened by hof- 
tilities already commenced , there having been , for 
fome time , a flrirmishing between general Law- 
rence to the north , and colonel Washington to 
the fouth , with parties of the French , in which 
the latter were victorious. It would be tedious, 
as well as uninforming , to relate all the prepa- 
rations that now began to be made by either party; 
or to load this account with barbarous names and 
unimportant marches ; or to recount the alternate 
victories and defeats of either fide r be it fufficienr 
to obferve, that they teemed, in fome meafure, to 
have imbibed a ferocity of manners from the fa- 
vage people with whom they fought , and exercifed • 
various cruelties , either from a fpirit of reprifal or 
cruelty. 

Four operations were undertaken by the English 

**• • l 7S°* by colonel Monckton , to drive the 
French from the encroachments they had made 
upon the province of Nova Scotia ; another , on 
the fouth , againft Crown Point , under thfc com- 
mand of general Johnfonj a third, commanded by 
general Shirley , againft Niagara ; and a fourth , 
ftiil farther to the fouth, againft Du Quefae, 
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imder the condud of general BraNock. In thefo 
teTpeAive expeditions Monekton was fucceftfnl ; 
Johnfon victorious , though without eflfeft ; Shirley 
was thought dilatory; and his expedition deferred 
to another feafon; but the fortunes of Braddock 
are fo extraordinary as to require a more ample de- 
tail. This general was recommanded to this fer- 
vice by the duke of Cumberland , who was juftly 
fenfibie of his courage and knowledge in the art 
of war. Thefe two advantages , however , which , 
ujion other occasions , are thought the higheft re- 
quifites of a general , were , in fome meafure , con- 
ducive to this commander's overthrow. His cou- 
rage made him obftinate; and his flrill in war 
was improper to be exerted in a country where 
there were no regular advances to be made , nor 
a marshalled enemy to encounter. This brave 
but unfortunate man fet forward upon this expedi- 
tion in June , and left fort Cumberland on the 
tenth, at the head of two thoufand two hundred 
men, dire&ing his inarch to that part of the coun- 
try where colonel Washington had' been defeated 
the year before. Upon his arrival there , he was 
informed that the French at fort Du Quefne ex- 
pe&ed a reinforcement of five hundred men ; he 
therefore refolved, with all hafte , to advance, and 
attack them before they became too powerful by 
this affiftance. Leaving, therefore, colonel Dun- 
bar, with eight hundred men to bring up the 
provisions , notes , and heavy baggage , as raft as 
the nature of the fervice would permit , he march- 
ed forward with the reft of his army through a 
country equally dangerous from its forefts and fa- 
vaee inhabitants ; a country where Europeans 
had never before attempted to penetrate ; wild, 
folitary . and hideous. Still , however , he advanc- 
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cd with intretlidity , through the deferts of Ofwe : 
go , regardlets of the enemy's attempts , taking 
no care previoufly to explore the woods and thick- 
ets, as if the nearer he approached the enemy, 
the lefs regardlefs he was of danger. At length, 
on the eighth of July , he encamped within ten miles 
of fort Du Quefne, which he intended to attack, 
and the next day refumed his march , without (o 
much as endeavouring to get intelligence of an enemy 
he defpifed. With this confidence he was march- 
ing forward , his foldiers promifing themfelves a 
fpeedy ceftation from their harafling march , and 
all things feemed ^o promife fuccefs ; but upon a 
• fudden his whole army was aftonished by a general 
difcharge of arms , from an unfeen enemy 3 along 
the front and left flank. It was now too late to 
think of retreating ; his troops had paffed into the 
defile, which the enemy had artfully permitted 
before they attempted to fire. His van-guard there- 
fore fell back , in confirmation , upon the main 
body ; and the panic foon became general. The 
officers alone difdained to fly , while Braddock him- 
felf, at their head, discovered the greateft in- 
trepidity, and the higheft imprudence : he never 
thought of retreating, but obftinately continued 
on the fpot where he was, and gave orders to the 
few brave men who furrounded him to form ac- 
cording to the rules of war, and regularly advance 
againft the enemy. An enthufiaft to the discipline 
oC the field , he defired to bring the fpirit of a 
German campaign into the wilds of Niagara. In 
the mean time, his officers fell thick about him, 
while he flill continued to iffue out orders with com- 
pofure., though he had five horfes shot under him, 
and though the whole body of his troops was fled. 
At length, receiving a mufquet-shot through the 
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lungs,, he dropped , and a total confufion enfued. 
All the artillery > ammunition , and baggage * of 
the army , were left to the enemy ; the general's 
cabinet of letters alfo ihared the fame fate. The 
lofs of the Engjtfh , in this unhappy furprife , 
amounted to feven hundred men ; and the remain* 
der of the army, fome time after, returned to 
Philadelphia. It was in this manner the expedi- 
tion of general Braddock terminated , from which 
England had expeded fuch advantages. In all 
actions that excite the applaufe and admiration 
of mankind ,'a part of their fuccefs is <?wing to 
conduct, and a part to fortune. Of the latter . 
Braddock was totally forfaken ; he was unfuccefs- 
fiil ; and the ungrateful world are unwilling to grant 
him the former. 

Thus unfortunate were the beginnings of this 
war, with regard to England : it was .refolved ; 
therefore , that no measures were now to be pre- 
served with the French ; and orders were given t* 
take their {hips wherever found, though there was 
yet no formal declaration of war. with this or- 
der the naval commanders very readily and will- 
ingly complied; fo that foon the Englifli potts 
were filled with fliips taken from the enemy , and 
kept as an indemnification for thofe forts which 
the enemy had unjuftly poffeffed themfelves of ia 
America. The French complained loudly againil 
the injuftice of this proceeding ; they repreiemed 
it to the reft of Europe , as a breach of that faith 
which fhould be obferved among nations , as a pi- 
ratical meafure , difgraceful to the moft favage peo- 
ple. Their memorials were anfwered by the Eng- 
mh ,-with fome fhew of reafon.^ However, it nuifl 
be owned, that, as a declaration of war was a 
^ceremony eafily performed , it would have bee* 
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more confident with the honour of the mmt&ry 
to have purfued the ufual methods of cbnteft which 
had been long eftabitfhed in Europe. The truth 
is , the miniftry were now divided between peace 
aid war ; they faw the neceffity of vigorous mea- 
fnres, but they were afraid to throw off rite ma/k 
of peace entirely. Hfenry Pelham , who had long 
guided at ,the helm of affairs with candour and 
capacity , had for fqme time been dead , and his 
place fupplted by Sir Thomas Robiftfon , who, 
though a fenfible minifter, and a favourite of the 
king , was of no great weight id council , and , 
confequently, foon under a neceffity of refigning; 
and Mr. Fox was put in his place. The admini- 
ftration was alfo new formed in other refpe&s , 
by the taking in feyeral other new members. Thofe 
who had long been in the rriihlftry were, it is 
thought , for peace ; thofe ,» on the contrary, who 
were newly taken into the direction of affairs, ex- 
pected to lupplant their rivals by an opposite fyf- 
rem , and were confequently for war. The leader 
of this party 3 therefore , warmly folicked for war, 
feconded by the juftice of Ae caufe , and the ge- 
neral voice of the people ; thofe who oppofed him 
expected to erte& by negotiation all that arms 
could atchieve. Whatever might have been the 
motives for protradHng the declaration, the French 
feemed to convince Europe of their moderation 
upon this attack , by neither declaring war nor 
making any reprifals. However, they threatened 
England with a formidable invafion : feveral bodies 
of troops moved to the coafts adjacent to ou*s ; 
*heir minifters exclaimed loudly in foreign courts ; 
and fuch preparations were made ,. as fhewed a re- 
folution of carrying the war into the heart of Great 
Britain. Thefe preparations had die defired effeS, 
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filling the nation with confteraation , turbulence , 
and clamour. The people faw themfelves expofed 
without arms, leaders, or difcipline , while the 
miniflry were timid, unpopular, and wavering. 
In this fiuiation the Dutch were applied to for 
fix thousand men, which, by treaty, they were 
to (end England, in cafe ot its being threatened 
with an iavafion : which demand, however, by 
affe&ed delays, was put off fo long, that the king, 
unwilling to come to ah open rupture with the re- 
public, defifted from it; for which they returned 
his majefly thanks. Such are the advantages Eng- 
land is to expeft from, relying on affirtance frofla 
aijy other quarter .than its native ftrength and una- 
nimity ; and every day feems to convince us of 
thp abfurdijy of political alliances , which are never 
obferved* as wanting friendship to bind, or force 
to compel. 

In this timid fituation the miniflry were eager 
to catch at any af&ftance ;, a body therefore of Htf. 
fiaas and Hanoverians, amounting tp about ten 
jhoufand, were brought over to proted about as 
many millions of Englishmen , who > with fwordf 
in their hands, were able to defend themfelves; 
but fuch was the vije complexion of this period , 
that the whole kingdom prefente,d nothing but oite 
pKtore* of difcontent , terror , and diftruft. The. 
miniflry was execrated for having reduced the na- ♦ 
tion^to fuch circumflances of difgrace, as to be> 
thought to (land in need of preservation from a 
few German mercenaries ; but what could be ex* 
pe&ed from fucjj a miniflry , who were poffeffed 
neither of the arts nor the integrity of govern* 
ment ? 

However , the French were by po means ferious 
in this intended tefceut ; their only defiga .was to 
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draw off the attention of the Engliih miniftry 
from an expedition which was a&ually going for- 
ward againft Minorca , an ifland in the Mediter- 
ranean , which we had formerly taken from Spain , 
and had been fecured to us oy repeated treaties, 
Sut the mini/try of England were too much infeded 
with the more domeftic terror to take fufficient 
precautions to guard this place, though they had 
early notice of the enemy's intentions. Inftead 
( therefore of fufficientiy fecuring the ifland with 
'a proper garfifon , or of detaching a fquadron that, 
in all relpefts, ikould be fupertor to the French 
fleet in the Mediterranean , they tally fent ten men 
of war upon this fervice \ poorly manned and in- 
differently provided, under the command of admiral 
Byng, whofe character in the navy was by no 
means eftabliihed , with orders to reinforce the gar- 
rifon of St. Philip's with on* battalion from Gi- 
braltar : this command, however, the governor 
of that place thought it unfafe to obey. 

The admiral fent upon this fervjce reinforced 
bis fleet by a detachment of men at Gibraltar ; 
and , failing towards Minorca , was joined in the 
Way by another man of war , from whom he learn- 
ed that Minorca was a&ually befieged , and the 
French fleet deftined to fupport the operations by 
land. He foon knew the reality of this information , 
when , approaching the ifland , he faw the French 
banners difplayed , and the batteries opened againft 
the caftle of St. Philip's, upon which was ftill 
difplayed the Engliih flag. The appearance of 
the French fleet , foon after , Aill more ftrongly 
engaged his attention ; he drew up his fhips in 
line of battle , and determined to aft upon the de- 
fenfive. Byng had been formerly thought emi- 
nent in naval operations , to which he was early 
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bred , but he had hitherto exhibited no proofs of ; 
courage. Men are generally moft apt to pride 
themlelves upon thofe talents for which they are 
moft prsdfed : and this was the caf$ with this un- - 
fortunate commander ; he Sacrificed his reputation 
for courage , to the hopes of being applauded for 
his conduct. The French fleet advanced; a part 
of the EngliSh fleet engaged; the admiral ftiM 
kept aloof, giving prudent reafons for his remiST* 
nefs in coming to adion ; till , at length , the 
French admiral , taking the advantage of the Eng- 
lishman's hefitation , failed Slowly away to join the 
-van of his fleet, which had been akealdy difcomfitedt 
The Englifh ,• for a while , continued the purfuit ; 
but the opportunity of corning to a clofe encase* 
snent was now loft, and never prefemed ltlelf 
again. 

fiyng was flill refolved to ad with his ufiial 
caution : he called a council of war, wherein it 
was reprefented that he was much inferior to the 
enemy in Ships and men ; that the relief of Minor* 
ca was impracticable; and that it was moft ad- 
vifeahle to fail back to Gibraltar, which might re- 
quire immediate • protection. This representation) 
was almoft unanimously agreed to , and put ac- 
cordingly in execution. His pufillanimoiis con- 
duel, however, foon reached his native country* 
where it excited almoft a phrenzy of refentment. 
The ministry were alio thought to fan the flame; 
which ferved to turn the public eye from their 
own mifcondud in fending fo weak an armament; 
Byng, in the mean time, remained at' Gibraltar, 
no way fufpecling the ftorm that was gathering at 
a diflance ; but talked and wrote, even as if* he 
expe&ed the thanks of his king , and the applaufe N 
of his countrymen : but he was foon awaked from 
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this dream , by a letter from the miniftry , giving 
him notice , that he was recalled ; and another 
foon after, by which directions were given that 
he ihould be fent home under arreft. Upon his 
arrival in England , he was committed a clofe pri- 
soner to. Greenwich hofpital , and number left arts 
ufed to inflame the populace againft him. Long 
before hts trial, feveral addreffes were Cent up 
from different countries , crying out. for jufhce 
agiinft die delinquent. The induftry of his friends, 
however, was not remifs upon this occauon; 
they expoftnlated with the multitude , and at- 
tempted to divert the whole of univerfai hatred 
upon the miniftry , who , at werft , only deferved 
a ihare. But , foon after ,♦ the news of the Surren- 
der of fort St. Philip to the French inflamed the 
£eople beyond all meafure. This fortrefs had 
een reckoned , next to Gibraltar , the ftrongeft in 
Europe , the works having been planned by the 
celebrated Vauban ; and , both from the nature of 
the foil , which was one folid rock , and the pecu- 
liarity of the fituation, it was thought almoft im- 
pregnable. In order to make themfelves mailers 
of this important ibrttefe, the French , under tht 
command of tjie duke de Richelieu , landed near 
twenty thousand men , which , by continual af* 
iault , and having gained an outwork , at laft made 
themfelves matters of the place. The Engliih go- 
vernor general Blakeney , nowever , had very ho* 
nouraWe terms of capitulation , and marched out 
with all the enftgns of war. Yet , perhaps , in truth , 
the harder the conditions a garrifon is obliged to 
accept , the more honourable it is to the commander , 
as they denote his extremity in being reduced to 
accept of them. 
The Engliih now faw themfelves every where 



IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, ^aj* 
ideated ; in America their armies were cut in 
pieces ; in Europe their garrifons taken ; the peo 
pie trembling under the dread of an invafion ; st 
few mercenaries brought in for their defence , who r 
in turn , became formidable to the natives ; all 
thefe circuinftances concurred to exafperate the 
people; but there was no objeft on whom to> 
wreak their vengeance, but the unhappy Byog *■ 
who , in a manner , was already voted to deduc- 
tion. War was now proclaimed with the ufuaf 
Solemnity , though it was now but a denunciation 
after having (truck the blow. The Hanoverians 
were fent back to their own country, and the pre- 
parations were made for trying admiral Byng in 
the ufual form. On the twenty-eighth day o£ 
December, his trial began before a court-martial r 
in the harbour of Portfmouth , where , after a. 
fcrutmy -of feveral days , his judges came to a re- 
fohitioo , that he had- not done his utmoft , during 
the engagement, to deftroy the enemy, which it 
was his duty to have engaged. They therefore 
unanimously were of opinion , that he fell under 
the twelfth article of war , which pofitively order- 
tid death to any perfon who , in the time of ac- 
tion, fhouia 1 withdraw, keep back, or not come 
into fight , or who ihoutd not do his utmoft ; 
through either motives of cowardice , negligence, 
or diiaffecVion. He was therefore adjudged to be 
fliot on board whatever fliip the lords of the admi- 
ralty fhould pleaie to direct j but his judges , at 
the fame time , recommanded him to mercy , as 
they could not tell the motives of his keeping 
aloof. Bf fucfc a fentence they expected to have 
fatisfied the national animofity againft him, and 
yet to have fcreened themfelves from the confeiouf- 
nefc *>f fcverity. Whatever the government might 
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wifb to do is uncertain ; but the cry of vengeance 
was too loud to be disregarded : his majefty there- 
fere referred the fentence to the twelve judges, 
who were unanimoufly of opinion that the fen- 
tence was legal ; wherefore the king refolved 
that he fliould fuffer the extremity of the lav. 
Still, however, there was another attempt made 
to fave him ; one of thofe who had been his 
fudges at Portfmouth , and who was alfo a mem- 
ber of the houfe of commons , informed that af- 
fembry , that he , as well as fome others , who 
had fat upon the admiral's trial , defired to be re- 
leafed from the oath of fecrecy impofed upon 
courts-martial , that they might difclofe the grounds 
on which fentence of death had paffed upon ad- 
miral Byng ,' and perhaps difcover fuch circum- 
ftances as might fliew the fentence to be improper* 
To this the houfe paid little regard ; but Ais 
majefty thought fit to refpite the execution % till 
the fcruples of the court-martial ihould be more 
clearly explained. A bill therefore paffed the 
houfe of commons for releafing them from their 
oath; but when it came to be debated among the 
lords , and after the members of the court-martial 
were examined touching their reafons , the Peers 
found no reafon for paSing the bill , and it was 
rejected. The admiral , being thus abandoned to 
his fate, refolved at leaft, by the bravery of his 
<teath , in fome meafure , to fhew the injuftice of 
the imputation of his being a coward. He main- 
tained to the laft his natural ferenity; and, on 
the day fixed for his execution , when the boats 
belonging ro the fleet , being manned and armed , 
attended this folemnity in the harbour , the admU 
ral advanced from the cabin , where he had been 
unprifoned , to the deck, the place appointed for 
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Execution, with a compofed'ftep, and refolute* 
countenance. He then delivered a paper, con- 
taining the following addrefs : A few moments will 
now deliver me from virulent 'perfecution , and fruf- 
trate the malice of my enemies. Nor need I envy them 
a life Jut>je& to the fenfations my injuries , and the 
injidjfice done me , muft . create. Perfuad^ 1 am, 
that juftice will be done to my reputation hereafter. 
The manner and caufe of raifing and keeping up the 
popular clamour and prejudice againft me , will be 
feen through, I shall be conjidered as a vi&im deflined 
to divert the indignation and refentmeht of an injured 
and deluded people from the proper objc&s. My enc-> 
mies themf elves muft now 'think me innocent. Happy ^ 
far me , at this my laft moment , that I know my own 
innocence , and am confcious that no part of my coun- 
try f s misfortunes can be owing to me ! I heartily wish 
the shedding my blood may contribute to the happinefs 
and fervice of my country ; but I cannot refign my 
juft claim to a faithful dij charge of my duty 9 according 
to the beft of my judgment , and the utmoft exertion of 
my ability for h}smajefty*s honour , and my country's fer» 
vice. 1 am firry that my endeavours were not attended 
with more fuccefs ; and that the armament under my com- 
mand proved too weak tofucceedin an expedition of fuck 
moment. Truth has prevailed over calumny and fals hood, 
and juftice has wiped off the ignominious ftain of my per" 
final want of courage , and the charge ofdifaffe&ion. My 
heart acquits me ofthefe crimes; but who can be prefump- 
tuoujly Jure of his own judgment? If my crime is an er- 
ror m judgment , or differing in opinion from my judges • 
and if yet the error of judgment should be on their 
fide , God forgive them , as I do! and may the diflrefs 
of their minds, and uneafinefs of their confciences , 
which) in juftice to me 9 they have rtprefented t be rt* 
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lieved , and fubjide , as my refentment has done. Tit 
fupreme Judge Jees all hearts and motives , and to 
him I mujl fubmit the jujlicc of my caufe. When he 
had delivered thefe words , he came forward , and 
refolved to die with his. face uncovered; but, his 
friends reprefenting that his looks might poffibly 
intimidate the folaiers , and prevent their taking 
proper aim , he had his eyes bound with an hand- 
kerchief, and kneeling upon deck , the fignal was 
Siven for the foldiers to fire, and he dropped down 
ead in an inftant. 

How far this unfortunate man was innocent , or 
culpable, we {land too near the tranfa&ion to 
judge : if he erred in point of judgment only , it 
might have been a proper caufe for his difmiffion ; 
Jwt it would have been cruelty to condemn him 
for it. Thofe who plead with the greater! vehe- 
mence againft him , feem , however , at prefent, tp 
brjng their arguments from the neceffxty there was 
.of making fome one commander an example to 
give greater resolution to the reft , and from the 
good effects that feemed to attend his execution, 
by our repeated fucceiTes after it, Thefe , how- 
ever , are-iuch reafons.as may filence, but not fa- 
tisfy ; we muft be contented therefore, to refled 
tacitly upon this tranfaction , and to let pofterity do 
the reft. 
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t ETTER LXIV. 

JiiTROFE has often been compared to one 
republic , obeying one law , namely , that of 
nations ; and compofed of provinces , each of 
which is prevented from becoming too great by the 
nniver&l jealoufy of the reft. A quarrel there- 
fore between any two of thefe is apt to involve the 
whole in war ; but , particularly , if' the dtipute 
happens to arife between thofe who are reckoned 
the. leading powers in this affemblage of nations. 
A war, begun between France and England, for a 
defert and tracklefs wild in the remote parts of 
America , feemed now fpreading faft through the 
whole world ; and the appearance of their com* 
motions revived ail the ancient jealoufies and claims 
among the reft.* 

The French, at the breaking out of this new 
war , though they were fuecefsful in its commence- 
ment , were very fenfible that they could not long 
hold their acquifitions againft fuch a fuperiority 
as the Engiifh were poffeffed of at fea, and the 
numberlefs rcfources they had of aflifting their co- 
lonies with all the neceffaries of war. Being 
therefore apprized that a naval war muft, in the 
end ? turn out to their difadvantage , they made 
no icruple of declaring that they would revenge 
the injuries they fuftained in their colonies, or 
by fea, upon the king of England's territories in 
Germany , which they fecretry hoped would be a 
motive to his complying with their demands , or 
dividing the Englifn forces > ox draining their fi- 
nances ifrith heavy fubfidies, as they knew his aft 
feftion for his native country. la thefe hopes 
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they were not much difappointed ; the court of 
London immediately, to lecture the ele&orate of 
Hanover, entered into a treaty with the emprefs 
of Ruflh , by which a body of fifty-five thoufand 
men ihould be ready to aft in the EngMh fervice, 
in cafe Hanover ihould be invaded , for which the 
Ruffian emprefs was to receive an hundred thoufand 
pounds annually , to be paid in advance. 

His Pruffian majefty had long confidered him- 
felf as the guardian of the interefts of Germany, 
and was ftartled at this treaty. The monarch 
upon the throne was Frederic HI, a prince adorn- 
ed with all the arts of peace , and whom you have 
feen alfo afttng as the mod confummate general. 
He had learned to read men , by being himfelf 
bred in the fchool of adverfity ; and to love his 
fubjefis , by having- experienced their attachment. 
He therefore took the nrft opportunity to declare, 
that he would not fuffer any foreign, forces to enter 
the empire , either as auxiliaries or principals. 
This confummate politician , had , it feems , been 
already apprized of fome fecret negotiations between 
the Auflrians , whom he looked upon as conceal- 
ed enemies , and the Ruffians , tor entering his 
^dominions, and (hipping him of the province of 
Silefia , which had oeen conceded to him in the 
laft treaty of peace. His Britannic roajefty, whofe 
fears for Hanover guided all his councils, now 
faw himfelf in the very fituation he mpft dreaded , 

• expofed to the refentment of France and Pruffia, 
either of which could at once invade and over- 
run his ele&orate , while his Ruffian allies lay at 
too great a diflance to aflift him; However, all 
he wiihed was to keep the enemy out of Germany ; 
and this the king of Pruffia made a profeffion of 

* doing > as veil as he. From the fimilitude of 
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their intentions , therefore , the two monarch* 
were induced to unite their interefts , j n 
and as they both only defired the A u% W* 
fame thing. , they came to an agreement to affift each 
other mutually in keeping all foreign forces ont of 
the empire. 

From this alliance both powers hoped great 
advantages ; the prefer vine the peace, of Germany 
was the apparent good, but each had other pe- 
culiar benefits in view.. The king of Pruffia 
knew the Auftrians to be his enemies, and the 
Ruffians to be in league with them againft him ; 
an alliance therefore with the- court of London 
kept back the Ruffians, whom he dreaded, and gave 
him hopes of taking an ample fatisfadion from 
Auftria , whom he fufpe&ed. As for France, he 
counted upon it as a neutral ally, which, from 
the long and hereditary enmity with the Auf- 
trians, could not, by declaring againft him , join ' 
them to whom they had fuch various reafons for 
political averfion. The ele&or of Hanover , on 
the other hand, had ftill ftronger expectations of 
the benefits that would arife from this alliance, 
He thus procured a near and powerful ally; an 
ally which he thought the French , in their prefent 
circumftances, would not venture to difoblige: he 
counted upon the -Auftrians as naturally attached 
to his interefts by former fervkes and triencMhip ; 
and the Ruffians, at leaft, as likely to continue 
neuter , from their former ftipulations and fubfidy. 
Such were the motives to this alliance ; but both 
were deceived in every particular. And though 
this alliance aftonifhed Europe at that time , it 
icon produced another connexion ftitt more extra- 
ordinary. The Auftrian queen had ung medi- 
tated defigms of recovering Siiefia , which , in hci 



s 3 8 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND^, 

exigency , thfc king of Pruflia bad invaded , and 
«xpcded the aflutance of Rufiia to effe& her pur- 
pofes. By this laft treaty* however, ihe faw Eng- 
land joining with Prtiffia in fruftrating her hopes; 
and,, deprived of one ally , ihe fought about, ii 
order to fubflitute another. She therefore applied 
to France ; and, to procure the friendihip of that 
power f gave np her barrier in the Netherlands, 
which England had been for ages acquiring with 
its blood and rreafiire. By this extraordinary re- 
volution , the whole political fyftem of Europe affum- 
cd a new face , and it pretty clearly fhews that events 
guide the politician * while the politician feldom 
.guides events ; or , to ufe the words of Tacitus, there 
is but very little difference between the. art and its 
fatality. 

In the mean, time * this treaty between France 
and Auftria was no fooner ratified, that the em- 
prefs of Ruflia was invited to aceede to it; which 
proposal ihe ardently embraced. By concurring 
with their propofals, RiuTia had another oppor- 
tunity of fending her forces into the weftern parts 
.of Europe » which was all ihe had h4ped by the fub- 
fidiary treaty with England A fetilement in the 
weftern parts of Europe was what this, fierce north- 
ern power long wanted an opportunity of obtaining; 
fur , poffeffed of that , ihe could then pour in firefli 
forces at any time upon the more effeminate and 
contending rates; and, perhaps, at .length, obtain 
►univerfai empire. The intrigues of France were 
alfo fuccefsrully employed with -Sweden. A war 
between that nariton and Pruflia was kindled up, 
though contrary to the inclination of their fove- 
,reiga >< who had the natural motives of kindred for 
- being .averfe to» that meaf are. ,{ •" 

Tnu* all the a&aaces which. Engl«n$Lfc*d long 
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been purchafing upon the continent, and many 
of the treaties which fhe had been long making 
with all the biiftle of negotiation , were at once 
deftroyed. The forces 6t the contending powers, 
therefore 3 now drawn out on each fide, flood thus r 
England oppofed France in America and Afia; 
France attacked Hiamover oh the continent of En* 
rope : this country the king of Pruffia undertook 
to proteft, while England promifed to furnifh him 
with troops and montey to affift his operations* 
On the other hand, Auftria had defigns upon 
Pruffia , and drew the ele&or of Saxony into the fame 

Kurfuits ; fhe was -alfo feconded in her views by 
Luffia, Sweden, and France, while the reft of the 
powers of Europe continued fpe&ators of the con* 
tendon. 

Thefe defigns of Auftria, for the recovery of her 
loft dominions, were too apparent not to be early 
dtfeovered by fo vigilant a monarch as that of 
Pruffia : he faw that preparations were making 
againft him by that power ift Bohemia and Mora- 
via , while the ele&or of Saxony , under the pre- 
tence of a military parade , drew together about fix- 
teen thoufahd men, which occupied the ftrong for- 
trefs of Pirna. The fecret treaty alfo between the 
court? of Ruffia and Auftria did not efcape his 
penetration : by this it was privately ftipulated , 
that the treating powers ftiould , in cafe of appre~ 
hendirig any breach of the prefent peace , unit$ 
^gatnft Prjnma , and fhare the dominions of that 
crown between them. "This he cotffidered as an 
oflenfive alliance : the treating powers alledged, 
"that it was only defenfive. As preparations for 
war, however, .were carrying on with the utmoft 
diligence on either fide, the king of Pruffia, in 
order to be confirmed fa^rhat he already futye&ed , 
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ordered his minHler at Vienna to demand a clear 
explication, and proper aflurances concerning the 
preparations he Taw making. He at firft received 
an equivocal anfwer; but ordering his minuter 
to demand a categorical reply , whether the em- 
prefs-queen was for peace or war , and to require 
a pofitive affurance fhat ihe had no intention to 
attack him that year or the next , an ambiguous 
anfwer was returned to fo plain a queftiqn , which 
undoubtedly manifefted an inclination for war. 
He therefore thought proper no longer to fufpeod 
his operations, but to carry the war into the ene- 
mies country , rather than to wait for it in his own. 
He entered with a large army into Saxony , and, 
in the nfuar drain of civility , demanded from the 
elector a paffage through that country , which he 
well knew the poffeffor of it was npt able to re- 
fufe/ In the mean tirne, he difguifed all his fuf- 
picions of the elector's having fecretly treated with 
Lb enemies; and, upon the latter's propofing to 
obferve a ftri&t neutrality, he profeffed hunfelf ex- 
tremely pleafed at the otter, but defired, as a proof 
of the fincerity of the elector's intentions , to fepa- 
rate the army of the electorate , for which there 
could poffibly be no pccafion in cade of the neu- 
trality propofed This , however , the elector of 
Saxony thought prudent to refufe, which was 
probably what the other eagerly defired ; for , in 
confequence of his refufal , the king formed a kind 
- of blockade about the Saxon camp, in order to re- 
duce it by famine ; for fuch was the fituation of 
this fpot on which the Saxons had encamped , that , 
though a fmall army could defend it againft the 
moft numerous forces* yet the fame difficulty at- 
tended leaving it that ferved to render it mac- 
ceffible to an enemy. Of this his Pruffian majefty 

took 
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took the advantage ; and, by blocking up every 
place of egrefs , cut off their provisions , and the 
whole body was obliged to furrender prisoners of 
war. 

In a detail of the traafa&ions of England, it wilt 
not be neceflary to recapitulate the numerous march- 
es , vi&ories , fieges, and repulfes, of this great fo- 
reign ally. Whatever either former hiftory had 
fhewn , or even romance might feign , was outdone 
both by his expedition and intrepidity. King only 
of a very -fmail territory, affifted by England , whole 
fituation was too remote to give any considerable 
fuccours, oppofed ami furrouaded by all the moft 
formidable powers of Europe , he ftill oppofed them 
on every tide ; be invades Bohemia , defeats the 
Auftrian general at LoVofchtch , retreats , begins 
his iecond campaign jwith another viftory near 
Prague, is upon the point of taking that city, 
but by a temerity infpired by former fucceffes* 
attacking the Auftrians at a difadvantage near 
Kolin , ne is defeated , and obliged to raife the 
fiege : Fortune , fays he , has turned her hack upon 
me this day. I ought to have expeSted it; she is 
a female 9 and 1 am no gallant. Succefs often occa- 
fions a Aefiru&vc confidence ; but another time we will 
do better. 

One misfortune feemed to follow another : the 
Hanoverians * who had joined with him and^Eng* 
landin the alliance, had armed in his favour, com- 
manded by the duke of Cumberland. As this 
army , which confided of three thoufand eight 
hundred men, was greatly out-numbered by the 
French, they were obliged continually to retire 
before them. The pauage of the river "Wefer 
might have been difputed with fome hopes of fuc- 
cels ; yet the Hanoverians permitted them to pad 

yoL.ii. i< 
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it unmolefted. Their army, therefore, was no* 
driven from pne part of the country to another, 
till , at length , it made a (land near a village called 
Haftenback , where it was judged it would be beft 
able to foftain the fuperioriry of the enemy's num- 
bers. However , notwithitanding all the efforts 
of difcipline , and the advantages of fituation , the 
weaker fide was ftill obliged to retire; and, leav- 
ing-the field of battle to the French , retreated to- 
wards Stade. By taking this rout, they marched 
into a country, from whence'they could neither 
procure proviuons , nor yet had an opportunity of 
attacking the enemy upon equal terms. Unable, 
by their fituation , to retire , or , by their ftrength, 
to advance , they were compelled to fign a capi- 
tulation , by which the whole army laid down their 
arms , and were difperfed into different quarters 
of cantonment. By this remarkable treaty , which 
went by the name of the treaty of Clofter Seven, 
the Hanoverians were quite fubdued , and all the 
French forces let loofe upon the king of Pruffia 
together. 

The fituation of this monarch was now become 
defperate ; nor could human prudence forefee how 
he could extricate himfelf from hh diftrefs. The 
French forces, now united, invaded his dominions 
on one fide; the Ruffians, who, for fome time, 
had hovered over his dominions in another part, 
all at once haftened onward to overwhelm him, 
marking their way with daughter and cruelty. 
A large body of Au ft nans entered Silefia , and pe- 
netrated as far as Breilau , and , turning to Schweid- 
nitz , fat down before that important fortr.efs-, which 
after a Jong fiege furrendered. Another army of 
the feme nation entered Lufatia, made themfelves 
mailers of £utau, and, prcffiag forward , laid tbt 
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capital of Berlin under' contribution. Twenty- 
two thoufand Swedes pierced into Pruffian Pome- 
rania , took the towns of Anclam and Demmein , 
and exaAed tribute from the whole country. It 
was in vain that the king of Pruflia faced about 
to every invader , though his enemies fled before 
him : while he purfued one body , another pene- 
trated his territories in the mean time ; and his do- 
minions, even in the midft of victory, were every 
day ^contracting. The greateft part were either 
taken or laid under contributions , and poffeiTed by 
his enemies ; and he was left without any alliance 
or affiftance , but what the British parliament might 
think proper to afford. 

^Thefe fuccours could , at beft , have been , for 
fome time , but ineffectual; however, it was refolved 
by. the Englifh miniftry , that fomething fhould be 
done,' and accordingly an- enterprife was planned 
againft the French coaft , which , by drawing off 
their attention from Pruflia , might give . it time 
to refpirer, and call off a part of die French to 
defend themfelves. Befides this intention , Eng- 
land alfo hoped to be able to give a blow to their 
marine, by deftroying fuch fhips as were laid up 
or building in the harbour of Rochforr , the city 
againft which this expedition was deftined. The 
Englifli miniftry kept v this object of their opera- 
tions a profound fecret ; and France was rilled with 
alarms , till at length it was found that the fleet 
appeared before Rochfort , where it fpent fome 
time in deliberating upon what manner to proceed. 
At laft it was refolved to fecure the little ifland of 
Aix, an eafy conqueft, which, while performing, 
the militia of the country had time to ,aflemble , 
and there was an appearance of two. camps upon 

La 
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the fliore. The commanders, therefore, who, by 
the badnefs of the weather, werej at firft, pre- 
vented from landing , now feared equal danger 
from the numbers or the enemy which .were to op- 

Jofe them. They took into confideration the 
adnefs of the coaft , the danger of landing , the 
lime the city had to prepare for a vigorous defence, 
and their own unfitnefs for any other methods to 
reduce it but that of a fudden attack. This con* 
fideration induced them to defift from further ope* 
rations ; and they unanimously refolved to return 
home , without making any attempt. Nothing 
could equal the difcontent of the Englifh upon 
feeing this expedition , of which they had con- 
ceived fuch expectations , return unfuccefsful. It 
produced, as ufual, a conteft between thofe who 

Slanned , and thtffe who were fent td execute it 
"he military men reprefented it as ufelefs . and 
rafii; the minifters exclaimed at the timidity and 
delays of thofe from whofe vigour fuccefs was to 
be expected. A court of enquiry cenfured the 
commander ; ~ but a court-martial acquitted him. 
This, like almoft all the former operations ; ferved 
to embitter party , .and increafe defpondence. A 

{;reat man was even heard to fay, upon a. very fo- 
emn occafion , that he believed the commanders of 
every military operation were refolved upon doing 
nothing. The tumult of the people was now funk 
from turbulent clamour into fuller* difcontent; 
they faw only gloomy profoefts on every fide , their 
Armies deftroyed, their fleets, inactive, their ex- 

{ editions ridiculous , and the only ally they had 
t£t in Europe , that would fight their battles , upon 
the point, ot being overwhelmed by fuperiority of 
gun&ejrs. Suck were the beginnings of this war , 
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from which the .timid foreboded national Servitude , 
and a total deftru&ion of all maritime power , and 
even the molt fanguine only hoped for a peace that 
might reftore them to former equality. 
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OuCft was the ill fuccefs of the Englifli arm* i 
and of their allies , at the beginning of this war* 
Every day the prefs teemed with produ&ion* 
which either reproached their Cowardice , or fore- 
boded their undoing. Yet flill the hopes of tha 
parliament rofe With their difappointments # and 
every, refource feemed to augment with their ex* 
pence*. Tho' the fupplies for this deftrufiive and. 
iitherto ihameful war were enormous, yet they 
weie raifed as foon as granted. The officers o£ 
the army feemed roufed into vigour by national re- 
proach. Afia was the country in which /uccefs 
firft began to dawn upon the Britifh intereft., and 
where we firft learned the art of again conquering 
the enemy. A war in Europe could not be pro- 
claimed between the two great powers , without 
being felt in the remoteft parts of tjie globe. 
This imm«efe^tja& of country, which was the 
theatre of an Afiatic.war , comprehends the whole 
peninfula of India Proper. On the coafts of this 
great territory, the Englifh , the French , and feve- 
ral other powers of Europe , had built forts , with 
the original confent of the Mogul , who claims the 
Sovereignty of the whole empire. Whatever his 
right may be to this dominion , his power is fcarce 
felt or acknowledged in many of the remoter pro- 
vinces; and even the governors or nabobs, yhm 

L 3 



$46 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

were originally of his appointment , have rendered 
themfelves independent , and exert an abfotute do- 
minion over their refpeftive territories, without 
acknowledging his fuperiority , either by tribute or 
homage. In their contefts, therefore , thefe princes, 
inftead of having recourfe to the Mogul for redrefs, 
apply to the European powers 9 whom they can 
either purchafe or perfuade to aflift them; The 
war between England and France in thefe remote 
parts , firft began by each power's fidtng with two 
contending nabobs , and thus ,.by degrees , becoming 
principals in the difpute. The* fuccefs , on each 
fide, for fome time after the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle , fcemed doubtful , till , at length , the 
affairs of the Englifh feemedL to gain the afcen- 
dancy by the courage and conduft of Mr. Give, a 
gentleman who fint entered into the fervice of 
the company as a clerk, but foon fhewed his talents 
more adapted for war. By his vigilance and cou- 
rage the province of Arcot was cleared of the ene- 
my, the French. general taken prifoner, and the 
nabob , whom the Englifh fupported , reinftated in 
the government of which he had been formerly de- 
prived. The French , difcouraged by thefe misfor- 
tunes, and fenfible of their own inferiority in this 
part of the world , fent over a commiffary with a 
view to reftore peace ; and a convention between 
the two companies was accordingly concluded, im- 
porting, that the territories taken on either fide, 
fmce the laft peace, fhould be mutually reftored; 
that the nabobs advanced by the influence of either 
party 9 ihould be acknowledged by both ; and that , 
for the future , neither fhould interfere in the dif- 
ferences between the princes of the country. This 
ceffation, however, was not of long duration; 
compa&s made between trading companies can 
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tlefer be of long continuance , when there is « 
profped of advantage to either fide from their in' 
fra&ion* In a few months after both fides re- 
newed their operations * no longer as auxiliaries , but 
as rivals in arms and commerce. What the mo- 
tives to this infraction were are not funiciently 
known : wherever there is trade there muft be a 
degree of avarice ; and that is a paffion too often 
the parent of injoftice and cruelty. Certain it » 
that the viceroy of Bengal, from motives of per- 
gonal refentment, declared againft the Englifh; 
and , levying a numerous army , laid fiege to CaU 
cutta , one of their forts , which was in no filia- 
tion to endure the attack even of barbarians. It 
was taken by aflault; and the garrifon, to the 
number of one hundred and forty-nx perfons 3 were 
crowded into a riarrow prifon called the Slack Hole, 
about eighteen feet fquare , without any entrance 
for air, except by two iron windows to the weft, 
which by no means afforded a fufficient quantity 
for the Aippprting life in fuch numbers. In fuch 
a burning climate it is terrible to conceive the 
fituation of wretches thus immured and fuftbcating 
each other. Their firft effort , upon finding the 
danger of their horrid confinement , was to break 
open the door ; but this being impoflible , they 
endeavoured to excite the companion or the avidity 
of the guard, by offering him a large fum of mo* 
ney for his affiftance in removing them to fepa- 
rate prifons , with which he was not able to com- 
ply , as the viceroy was afleep, and no perfon 
durft^difturb him. They were now therefore teft 
without hopes of relief to perifh, and the whole 
prifon was filled with groans, fhrieks, conteft^ and 
confufion. This turbulence foon after funk into 
languor and defpair ; and towards morning all was 
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horrid file nee and defolation. Of an hundred and 
forty-fix who had entered alive , twenty- three only 
furvived, and of thefe feveral died ©f putrid fevers 
upon their being fet free. 

The reduction of this important fortrefs ferved to 
interrupt the profperous fucceffes of the Englifh 
company; but the fortune of Mr. Clive ftill van- 
quiflied every obftacle. A fleet under the com- 
mand of admiral Watfon , confpired with his ef- 
forts, and helped him in his victories. Arigria,a 
piratical prince , who had long annoyed the com- 
pany's fettlements in the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay, flrft felt the weight of our naval j>ower. 
Tins prince maintained a large number of gallics, 
with which he would attack, the largeft ihips, 
when he found a prosper opportunity; and, by this 
means, he exa&ed a tribute from every European 
power for a permiflion to trade. To fubdue fuch 
a dangerous enemy to commerce > admiral Watfoa 
and colonel Clive failed into his harbour of Geriah, 
though they fuftained a warm fire as they paffed, 
and loon threw all his fleet and his fort into flames. 
The next day the fort furrendered at difcretion, 
where the conquerors found a large quantity of 
warlike (lores, andeffefts to the value of one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand pounds. 

From this conqueft Mr. Clive went on to take 
revenge for the treatment of the Englifli at Cal- 
cutta > and about the beginning of December ar- 
rived at Batafore, in the kingdom of Bengal. 
There was but fmaU oppofition made to the fleet, 
or the army, till they came before Calcutta, the 
fcene of former cruelty; but as foon a$ the admi- 
ral , with two fhtps , arrived before the town , he 
received a furious fir*e from all the batteries. This, 
however x he returned with ftill greater execution* 
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and in lefs than two hours the place was aban- 
doned. Thus by the conqueft of this and the for- 
mer fortrefs, the Englifh became poffeffed of the 
two ftrongeft fettlements on the banks of the Gan- 
ges. Soon after thefe fucceffes , Hughly , a city 
of great trade , was reduced with as little difficulty , 
and all the viceroy of Bengal's ftorehoufes and gra- 
naries deftroyed. This barbarous prince , incenfed 
at thefe loffes , affembled an army of ten thoufand 
horfe and fifteen thoufand foot, fully refolved to 
expel the Englifh out of his dominions. Upon 
the firft intelligence of his march, colonel Give' 
begged of the admiral a reinforcement of men from 
th§ fhips ; and fix hundred feamen were accord- 
ingly foon added to his little army. The nume- 
rous forces of the viceroy of Bengal appeared, and 
colonel Clive advanced in three columns to attack 
him. But, though the forces were fo feemingly 
difproportioned , with refpecl: to number , the vic- 
tory foon declared in favour of the Englifh com- 
mander. In fiaft, what could timid Afiatic fol- 
diers do againft European troops, hardened by- 
war, and inured to ail the vicimtudes of climare. 
All the cuftoms , habits, and opinions , of the Afla- 
tics, tend to enfeeble the body, and effeminate the 
mind. When we conceive a body of men led .up 
to the attack, dreffed in long filk garments, with 
no other courage than that inspired by opium , with 
no other fears from defeat but that of changing 
their mode of flavery ; their chief commander 
mounted on a elephant , and confequentiy a more 1 
confpicuous object: for aim - x their artillery drawrr 
by oxen , impatient and furious upon the flighteff 
wounds every foldier utterly unacquainted with 
that coot intrepidity which provides againft danger ,. 
and only taught to fight by the fame arts tfiat raifo 
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their paflions;— if we confider all tfaefe circum- 
fiances , it will be no way furprifing , if one or 
two thoufand Europeans ihoutd eafily difcomfit 
thirty thoufand Indians. And alt the heroifm of 
a Cyrus , or an Alexander , in gaining fuch difpro- 
portioned vidories , will no longer be the fubjeft of 
admiration. 

A viflory fo eafily acquired by a foreign enemy, 
foon rendered the viceroy of Bengal contemptible 
to his fubjeds at home, His prefent cowardice 
rendered him defpicable ; his fornier infolence and 
cruelty , odious* A confpiracy was projected againft 
him by Alikan , his prime minifter , and the Eng- 
lish , having private intimations of the (kfign , re- 
folved to feize the opportunity of feconding it with 
all their endeavours* Accordingly , colonel Give 
marched forward , took the town of Cutwa in his 
march , and foon came up with the viceroy's army ', 
and, after a fhort conteft, put the whole te flight, 
with terrible {laughter. Alikan, who had firft in- 
cited his matter to this, undertaking , had hitherto 
concealed his attachments , either through fear ot 
perfidy ; but , after this victory , be openly efpoufed 
the caufc of the Engltth, and was therefore fo* 
lemnly proclaimed viceroy of Bengal, Qahar , and 
Qrifa, in the room o£ the former viceroy, who 
was as folemnly depofed , and fo^n after pu^ to 
death by his fucceffor. The new viceroy was not 
infenfible of the gratitude he owed the Englifli , for 
their afliflance in his promotion. He granted libe- 
rally all their demands., fatisfied them even to the 
molt extended wifh of avarice , and took every me- 
thod to demon ftrate his pride in threir alliance. 

Yet not the Indians atone > but, the French alfoj 
fubmttted to colonel Olive's afliduity and courage , 
fccqnded by the endeavours of tht admirals Wat- 
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ton and Pocock. Chadenagore , a French fettle- 
Bient higher up the river than Calcutta , ofgreae 
ftrength , and the moft important of any poneffed 
by that nation in the bay of Bengal , fubmitted to 
the English arms. The goods and money found 
in the place were confiderable ; but the chief da* 
mage the French fuftained was in the ruin of their 
head fettlement on the Ganges , by which they had 
long divided the commerce of this part of India. 
Thus, in one campaign , the Engliih , in foine mea~ 
fure , became poffeuors of an imrnenfe trad of coun- 
try , fuperior in wealth , fertility , extent , and num- 
ber of inhabitants, to many of Europe* Above 
two millions fterling were paid to the company 
and fufferers at Calcutta ; the foldiers and feamen 
ihared fix hundred thoufand pounds , and the Engfc 
lifh forces became too formidable for refinance. Yet w 
perhaps , this remote power will , one day, either 
ferve to drain from the mother country ail its ufefui 
hands, or our victories will ferve to teach the native 
barbarians to avail tberrifelves of their numbers , and 9 
by being frequently defeated , they will , at laft » learny 
to conquer. 

The fiiccefs of the Engliih was -not a little 
alarming to the French miniftry at : home ; and it 
is believed that even the Dutch fhejnielve* en- 
tertained fome jealoufy of their growing greatnefs* 
A coniiderable reinforcement was therefore fenc 
from France, under the command pf general LaTly , 
an Iriihman , who was reckoned one of the braveft , 

Jet moft whimficat men in the French fervice. He 
ad been , from his earlieft years, bred a foldier of 
fortune , and carried the military fpirit of honour 
to its oitmoft limits. Under, his guidance the 
French affairs feemed, for. fome time , to wear av 
better face; he took fort St. David's , plundered* 
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town belonging to the king of Tanjour , in alliance 
with the Englifh , and after laid fiege to his capital. 
Failing in his defign upon this city, he entered the 
province of Arcot , and prepared for laying fiege to 
Madrafs, the chief fettlement of our company, up- 
on the coaft of Coromandel. In the fiege of this 
important fortrefs a greater variety of difficulties 
prefented than he had expected. The artillery of 
the garrifon was well managed , while , on the other 
fide, the French a£ted with the utmoft timidity : it 
was in vain that their commander exhorted them to 
proceed; though a breach was made, and lay open 
for fifteen days , no one of them dared to venture to 
the affauh. Befides this , they were ill fuppEed with 
provifions , and the arrival of a reinforcement in die 
garrifon Toon after , ferved to banifh all hopes of fuc- 
cefs. After a brifk fire they raifed. the uege.; and 
this mifcarriage fo entirely depreffed the ardour of 
the enemy , that they appeared quite difpirrted in 
almoft every enfuing engagement. In this manner; 
therefore , their affairs went on declining , not lefs 
. fey land than by-fea. There were feveral engage- 
ments between the two fleets, in which the French; 
though* fuperior in number of fhips and mea , always 
declined a decifive engagement. 

But the French were not the onl^r enemies the 
Englifh had to fear in this part of the world* the 
jealoufy of the Dutch was excited by our repeated 
iuccefs, arid the late extenfion of our power. As 
this dilpute , however trifling it may feem, may , one 
day , be of greater confequence than it appears at 
prefent ,, I ihall be more particular in my relation 
©fit. 

Under a pretence- of reinforcing their garrifons 
in Bengal, the Dutch equipped an armament of 
feven lhips .,. which was ordered to fail up the Gaojs 
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jg6s, and render their fort, at a place called ChhH 
cura, fo formidable 3 as to be able to bid defiance 
to the power of Britain, and thus fecure to them- 
felves the trade for faltpetre , which this place 
afforded. This defign , however , colonel Give 
thought incumbent on him , if poffible , to defeat ; 
and lending the Dutch commander a letter, he in- 
formed him that he could not permit his landing ± 
and marching forces to Chbicura. To this mef- 
fage the Dutchman replied, that he had no fuck 
defiens as were 1 impnted to him ; and he only re«- 
quefted liberty to land his troops to refreflx them/ 
which -was readily granted. He made thefe con-^ 
ceffions , however » only till he knew that the fhip» 
which were to fecond his operations , were come 
up the river , and then 3 throwing off the made , he 
began his march to Chincura, and took feverat 
fmall veffels belonging to the Englifh , to retaliate- 
for the affront he pretended to have fuftained in 
being denied permiffion to proceed. Whether y 
upon this occafion , the Calcutta indtaman was> 
fent out to interrupt their progrefs, or was only r 
purfuing its way homeward , is not clearly known ;, 
but certain it is , that the Dutch commander 
threatened- to fink.it, if it prefumed to pafs him« 
The Englifh captain feeing them point their guns % 
as if they really refolved to put their threats iir 
execution , returned to Calcutta , where two other 
India fhips lay at anchor , and reported his adven* 
ture to colonel Clive , who inftantly ordered the^ 
three indiamen to prepare for battle. The Dutch* 
fleet were not remifs in advancing to meet them*. 
After a few broadfides , however , the Dutch com* 
modore ffruck , and the reff of his fleet followed 
the example. The victory being thus obtained! 
•without any lofs to the Engliilr, captain Wilfoj** 
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who commanded in the 'expedition » took pofleiEod 
ef the prizes, which had greatly differed, and the 
crews were fent prifoners to the Englifh. fore. In 
the mean time their land forces , which amounted 
to eleven hundred, men , were totally defeated by 
colonel Ford, fent upoir that duty by Clive. A 
confiderable part were kilted , and the reft made 
prifoners of war. During this content , the nabob 
preferred a fufpicious neutrality , ready , as it ihould 
leepi, to join with the conquerors. Fortune, how- 
ever , no fooner determined in favour of the Eng- 
lish , than he offered them his fervices , and pro- 
feffed himfelf ready to demolish the Dutch fortifi- 
cation of Chincura. This conteft was represented 
in very different lights to the refpeftive govern- 
ments at home ; the Dutch declaimed againft the 
English oppreffing all who attempted to trade in 
the Indies; while the English, on the other hand, 
reminded the Dutch of their former cruelties, and 
of their defire of gain , even at the expence of 
every moral obligation. However, foon after, a 
negotiation' enfued; the Dutch wifely gave way 
to a power they were unable to withftand. A 
treaty was concluded,' and peace was reftored, 
feemingly to the fatisfa&ion of both parties. Such 
is the prefent fituation of this conteft, which 
probably contains the feeds of future cTuTention. 
The Dutch will, upon all occafions, think it al- 
lowable to increafe their power in India to what- 
ever pitch they think proper ; and the English will 
•ver find it their intereft to repel them. It may 
thus happen , that the amity of the two powers in 
Europe will not be fuffictent to pteferve unani- 
mity in fo diftant a parr of the world. In this 
manner , while Great Britain puts an end to one 
war , she often lays the foundation for another ; 
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for extended empire ever produces an increafing 
seceffiry of defence. 

Our fuccefs againft the French on the coaft of 
Coromandel was not lefs confpicuous. Our troops 
were headed by colonel Coote ,a native of Ireland * 
a man of prudence and bravery, he marched againft 
general Lally ; took the city of Wanderwash in his- 
way ; reduced Carangoly , a fortrefs commanded by 
colonel OTCennedy ; and , at length , came up with 
the French general , who was equally <3efirous of 
the engagement. It is remarkable enough-, that 
the commanders on either fide were countrymen £ 
but this did not in the leaft abate their attach- 
ment to the different crowns they ferved. In the 
morning early the French advanced within three- 
quarters of a mile of the English line 9 and the 
cannonading began with great fiiry on both fides ; 
the engagement continued with much obftinacy tilt 
about two in the afternoon , when the French 
cave way and fled towards their camp ; which r 
however , they as quickly abandoned , and left their 
cannon and the field of battle to the conquerors* 
Their lofing the city of Arcot was the confequenc* 
of this victory; and nothing now remained to 
them , of all their vaft poffeflions in India , but Pon~ 
dicherry, their ftrongeft* largeft , and moft beau- 
tiful fettlement. This capital of the French In- 
dian power , in the days of its profperity , exceeded 
all other European fettlements there, in trade, 
opulence, and fplendor; and was fiill the repofi- 
tory of all the French wealth which remained aP 
ter repeated defeats. As foon as the fortreffes ad-» 
jacent to this important place were reduced , colo- 
nel- Coote fat down before it, refolved upon the 
blockade by land, while admiral Stevens shut up 
their harbour by fea. A regular fiege was, at 
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*hat time , impracticable , from the periodical rains 
which in that climate were foon expe&ed to ob* 
ftru& fuch operations. Thefe difadvantages were 
even fufficient to reprefs any attempts whatfoever; 
but, notwithftanding the inclemency of the climate, 
the Englilh commander continued before the place 
for full feven months. Neither rains nor ftorms 
were, in the leaft, able to abate their affiduiry; 
they continued the'fiege, and prefled the garrifon 
in fuch a manner , that they were reduced to the 
moft extreme diftrefs. Lally , however , was re- 
folutely bent on fuffering every calamity, rather 
than yield this, lad flake of French power in India ; 
though his foldiers were obliged to feed on dogs 
and cats, and even bought fiich wretched provi- 
fions extremely dear f eight crowns having been 
given for theflefli of a dog ) , yet ftill he determined 
to hold out. In the midft ot this diftrefs, fortune 
feemed to give an opportunity of relief , had it been 
properly feconded. In the beginning of January, 
one of thofe terrible ftorms which are common in 
thofe climates, but of whofe violence we can hav« 
but little idea in Europe, wrecked a large part of 
the Enelifh fleet that was blocking up the har- 
bour of Pondicherry. This was a blow which 
once more elevated the hopes of the defpairing gar- 
rifon. The governor now flattered himfelf with 
the hope of being fupplied with proviflons ; and 
onee more animated his foldiers , long funk by 
Vlifeafe, famine., fatigue, and uninterrupted adver- 
fity. He immediately wrote to one of the French 
feiidents at a Dutch fettlement for inftant aflift- 
ance; his eager .impatience appears in the lettef 
he fent. The English fquadron is no more , Sir. Of 
the twelve ships they had in our road, [even are hfl' s 
frews and all ; tht other ftiur^difmajlid > and no mort 



IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, '*$? 

*than on* frigate hath efcaved—lofe not an infant in 
finding boats after boats loaded with rice. — The fav 
ing of Pondicherry hath been in your power once al- 
ready ; this opportunity neglected, the fault will be 
all yours. Offer great rewards.— In four days 1 ex- 
pect feventeen thou/and Morattoes.<—In short , rifque 
all 9 attempt - all , force all, and fend us fome rice , 
should it be but half a garfe at a time. This 
fingular letter , however , was intercepted ; and , in 
lefs than four days , he had the mortification to 
behold admiral Stevens again appearing in the 
harbour, who had repaired his lofles with all pof- 
fible celerity; and the. blockade now became as 
complete as ever. Still, however, he made no 
propofal to furrender , while the fiege was carried 
on by his countryman with redoubled alacrity ; 
and, at length , be found his troops half confumed 
with fatigue and famine , a breach made in the 
rampart , and* not more than one dayY provifion of 
any kind remaining. He was now reduced to an 
extremity that would admit of no hefitation ; a 
fignal was therefore made to ceafe hoftilities : the 
principal of the jefuits, together with two civi- 
lians , came out , and offered terms of capitulation*. 
Lally , however , could not be prevailed upon to 
offer any terms : he fent a paper, filled with re- 
proaches againfl the Engtifli , to colonel Coote ; 
and alledged , that he would not treat with an ene- 
my jipon the honourable terms of war , who had 
already forfeited his honour in feveral inflances. 
He therefore fuffered the Englifli troops to take 
pofleffion of the place , but refufed to furrender it 
in the ufual forms. This conqueft terminated the 
power of France in India; the whole trade of that 
vaft peninfuhr, from «he, Indus to the Ganges, be- 
came our own. The princes of the country knew; 
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the Englifh force , and learned to fear it. Since 
that time nothing confiderable has been done again/l 
us. Our Eaft-India company have becpme the ar- 
biters of empire. The Mogul himfelf has been de- 
feated and taken prifoner. The Britiih empire be- 
gins to vie even with that of antierit Rome ; the 
extent of its dominions on land is as wide , and its 
force at fea is infinitely greater. Happy if we know 
when to bound our fuccefles ; happy if we can dif- 
tinguish between victories and advantages ; if wc 
can be convinced, that when a natron shines brighteft 
with conqueft, it may, then, like a waifting taper, 
be only battening to decay I 
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Victory, which thus firft dawned upon u> 
from the eaft , feemed to extend even to Europe 
and America. But fome fteps led to thefe fuc- 
ceffes which had been long wished for; and, at 
length , were effected. The affairs of war were 
directed by a minulry which feemed utterly un- 
equal to . the weight and importance of fuch a 
charge ; they were but feebly held together among 
each other, and clamoured againft by the united 
voice of the people* It had long been their me* 
thod to rule by party ; and, furrounding the throne, . 
it was faid , they attempted only to nil the royal 
ear with whatever fuggeftions they thought mod u± 
their interefb. When any new meafure was pro- 
pofed , which could not receive their approbation ; 
or any new member was introduced into govern- . 
ment , whom they did not nominate ; it was their * 
method to throw up their places with a fecret view 
of refuming them with greater luftre. Thus all 
hope of preferment was to be expeded only from 
them ; public favours were conferred only tor pri- 
vate fervices; they were thought to govern in the 
fenate and in the held : the ftrength of the crown 
was actually declining ; that of the people was 
fcarce any more ; while ariftoeracy filled up every 
avenue to the throne with pride , ignorance , and 
fa&on. 

The ftate of the king and nation, at that time ; 
was truly deplorable : the defeat of Braddock in 
America ; the lofs of Ofwego ; the delay of arma- 
ments j the abfurd destination of fleets and armies: 
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_ all ferved to reduce the peopk almoft to ja ftate 0/ 
defperation, and brought addreffes to the king from 
every part of the kingdom. The general voice was , 
at length , too loud not to reach the throne ; and 
the miniftry were, at length , obliged to admit fome 
men into a share of the government, whofe talents 
and integrity might, in fomemeafure, counterba- 
lance their own deficiency. At the head of thefe 
newly introduced were Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Legge; 
the former of thefe was appointed fecretary of Hate, 
the other chancellor or the exchequer. To draw 
4 the characters of men ftill living , would neceffa- 
rily fubjedt me to the imputation of adulation or 
fatire ; it is enough to fay t that the people had high 
expectations from their abilities , and , in the end, 
they were not difapnointed. 

The pleafure of the nation , however , was but of 
short continuance : a miniftry compofed of fuch 
jarring principles could not long continue united, 
being constituted of perfons efpoufing different 
xnealures, and a&uated by different motives. The 
old junto courted the fovereign's favour by their 
pretended attachment to his foreign dominions; 
the new clamoured againft all continental con- 

, nexions , as utterly incompatible, with the intereft 
of the nation. Both , perhaps , might have been 
wrong; but it is obvious that thefe fentiments 
.were fufficient to fink the latter in die royal 
efieem ; and this diflike was artfully kept up , and 
rj n *» increafed by their old rivals in power. 
j*. u. 1755.. A few months ^ therefore , after Mr. 

Pitt had been put into office, he was obliged to 
refign the feals by his majefty's command; and 
Mr. Legge was difmiffed from being chancellor of 
the exchequer. The old miniftry now thought 
themfelves feciire in the unmolefted poffeffion of 
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former power ; but this very flep which they took 
for their own fecurity , turned out to them as un- 
fortunate as thofe they planned for the public were 
unfuccefsful. The whole nation feemed to rife up 
as one man in vindication of that part of the m> 
niftry that was lately excluded ; and the king, at 
length, thought proper to comply with the general 
folicitation. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge were again 
reftored, and a train of fucceffes foon began to dig- 
nify their defigns. 6 
For fome time, however, the meafures planned 
by the former miniftry were purfued in America- 
and though the Englifli were fuperior to the ene- 
my, yet ftill they felt all the inconvenience of ir- 
refolute councils and ill-planned operations. Our 
women and children in that part of the world 
were expofed to the unparalleled cruelty of the In- 
dian favages; and, what is ftill more remarkable * 
two thoufand Britons, with arms in their hands' 
continued tame fpeftators of thefe inhumanities! 
Bad fuccefs ever produces complaint on all fides • 
and England now heard nothing but inve&ive ancl ' 
accufation. The generals fent over to manage the 
operations of war , loudly accufed the timidity and 
the flownefs of the natives , who were to unite in 
their own defence; the natives, on the contrary, 
as warmly expostulated againft the pride , avarice* 
or incapacity, of thofe fent over to command them! 
General Shirley , who was appointed to that com- 
mand , had been fuperfeded by lord Loudon ; an8 
this nobleman foon after returning to. England 
three feveral commanders were put at the head of 
feparate operations : the moft important, being 
that defigned againft cape Breton, was commanded 
by general Amherft. The taking pofTeffion of this 
ftjana, and its fourefs, was a conqueft greatly 
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wifhed by all our colpnies , as it had always been * 
convenient harbour to the enemy , which from thence 
annoyed our trade with impunity. It was alfo a 
convenient fituation for carrying on their fishery ; a 
branch of commerce of the utmoft benefit to the 
French nation. The fortrefs of Lewiiburg was 
flrengthened with all the affiftance of art ; the gar- 
rifon was numerous ; the commander vigilant ; and 
every precaution taken to prevent a deicent. An 
account of the operations of a fiege is tedious ; be it 
fufficientto fay, that the Engliih furmounted every 
obftacle with the moft amazing intrepidity; their 
former timidity feemednow converted into pcrfever- 
ine resolution : the place was iurrendered by capifu- 
t lation ; and our troops , long ufed to difappointment 
and repulfe , began to boaft of viflory in their turn. 
Two other operations were carried onin America 
at the fame time, the one under general Abercrom- 
bie , againft Crown Point and Ticonderago ; the 
other, more to the fouthward, againft fort Du 
Quefne. The latter expedition was luccefsful ; but 
that againft Crown Point and Ticonderago was at- 
tended with the cuftomary bad fortune. This was 
now the fecond time that the Engliih army had at- 
tempted to penetrate into thofe hideous wilds , by 
which nature had Secured the French encroachments 
in that remote part of America. Braddock fell in the 
attempt : his raihnefs contributed to his defeat ; and 
too much camion , perhaps , was the fault of his fuc- 
ceflbr. Much time was fpent in marching wt/the 
place of a&ion; and the enemy were thus perfectly 

Prepared to give the Engliih troops a warm reception. 
Tiev were found intrenched under the fort of Ti- 
conderago, behind a breaft-work raifed eight feet 
high , and ftill farther fecured by felling trees , with 
their branches pointing outwards. Thef* difficult 
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ties, however , the Englilh attempted to furmount ; 
but as the enemy , being fecure themfelves* took aim 
at leifure , a terrible carnage of the affailants enfued, 
and the general , after repeated efforts , was obliged 
to order a retreat. The Englilh army , however , was . 
/till fuperior to that of the enemy , and might , it was 
fuppofed 9 have gone onward with fuccefs, if fup- 
portedhy their artillery , which had not yet arrived; 
but the general felt , too fenfibly , the terrors of the 
late defeat , to remain in the vicinity of a victorious 
enemy : he therefore reimbarked his troops , and re- 
turned to his camp at Lake George , from whence 
he had taken his departure. 

The fuccefs of this campaign , however, was , upon 
the whole , greatly in favour of the Englifli. The 
taking of fort Du Quefne ferv,ed to remove from 
our colonies the terror of theincurfions of the bar- 
barians , and interrupted that continued correfpon- 
dence, which, by a chain of forts , one part of the 
French fettlements had with the other. The mL- 
niftry too discovered a fpirit of vigorous refolutiofr 
hitherto unknown in this part of the world; and 
the next campaign promiled more brilliant fuc- 
ceffes. 

Accordingly, in the opening of the next feffion; 
the miniftry feemed fenfible, that a j n 
fmgle effort carried in fiich, wide-ex- *' Um *7S9- 
tended dominions , would never bring the enemy 
into fubjedion ; it was therefore refolved to attack 
them in -feverat different parts of this extenfive 
empire at once. Preparations were accordingly made, 
and expeditions went forward againft three different 
part* of the northern continent of America* Gene- 
ral Amherft , commander in chief, with a body of 
twelve thoufaai men > was to attack Crown Pointy 
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that had hitherto been the reproach of the English 
army ; general Wolfe was , at the oppofue quarter, 
to enter the river St. Lawrence, and undertake the 
fieeeof Quebec , the capital of the French dominions 
in This patt of the world ; while general Pndeaux and 
* Sir William Johnfon were to attempt a fort near the 
cataraft o£ Niagara. This laft expedition was the firft 
that was fuccefsfuk The fort of Niagara was a place 
of ereat importance, and ferved to command all the 
communication between the northern and weftern 
French fettlements. The fiege : was foon commenced 
by the English , but general Prideaux was killed in 
the trenches by the burfting of a cohorn ; fo that the 
whole fuccefsofthe expedition fell to general John- 
fon , and his good fortune. He omitted nothing to 
promotethevigorousmeafuresofhis.predeceffor,but 
added all his own popularity. The French knew the 
importance of this fort , and attempted to relieve.^' 
Johnfon attacked them with his ufual intrepidity and 
fuccefs ; in lefs than an hour their whole army was 
put to the rout , and the garrifon , beholding the de- 
feat of their countrymen, furrendered pnloners of 
war. Nor was general Amherft lefs fuccefsful, 
though without meeting an enemy ; in his inarch 
to Crown Point , he found both that fort and Ticon- 
derago deferted and deftroyed. There now .there- 
fore , remained but one grand and decifive blow to 
Sut all North America in poffeffion of the English, 
^his was the taking of Quebec , a city ihandfomely 
«built, populous , and flourishing. Admiral Saunders 
commanded the naval part of the expedition ; that by 
land was committed to the'conduft of general Wolfe. 
This young foldier, who was not yet thirty-five, had 
diftinguished himfelf on many former occafions, par- 
ticularly in the fiege of Lewilburg, a part of tte 
- fuccefs 
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fiicc^fi of which was juftly afcfibed tonini, who», 
without being indebted to family or connexions , had 
taifed himfeli by merit to his prefent command. The 
-war in this part of the world had hitherto been car- 
ried on with extreme barbarity. Wolfe, however ,; 
difdained thefe bale proceedings , and carried on alt 
the terrors of war with the humanity of a truly civi-* 
lized European. A description of thefiegje of this city 
may inftruft a fbldier ; but can fcarcely inform a eiri- 
zen - 9 be it fiiffictent to obferve, that its beginning ap-J 
peared extremely unpromifing to the beffegers , and 
repeated repulfeseven ferved to abate the hopes of the 
commander. 1 know , faid he , that the affairs of 
Great Britain require the moft vigorous me a fares; but 
then the courage of a handful of brave men should be ex* 
ertedonly where there isfome hope of a favourable events 
At prefent the difficulties arefo various thai I am at a loft 
how to determine. However , he refol ved , though now 
finking under fatigue and ficknefs , to make one vi- 
gorous attempt before he gave up all ; and accord- 
ingly , in the night , part of his troops with great 
difficulty made themfelves matters of an hill that 
commanded the town. A battle enfued : Montcalm , 
the French commander , refolved not to furvive the 
defeat of his country ; Wolfe , on the other fide, re- 
folved to cdnquer or die. Both commanders had their 
wifh; both; fell.; but the Englifli were vidorious. 
The circumftances attending the death of Wolfe, 
ferved to^ive an example like that of the noble The* 
ban. He , in the beginning of the engagement , re- 
ceived a wound in the hand, which he diffembled, 
wrapping it round with his handkerchief to flop 
the effufibn of blood ; he advanced with uncon- 
cern : a fecond ball was more fatal ; it pierced his 
breaft 4 fo that , unable to proceed , he leaned on 
the Yhoulder of a foldier who was near him. Now 
, Vol. It M 
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struggling in the agonies of death, and juft depart 
ing, he beard a voice cry, They run ; he feemed to 
revive a moment at the found » and aflcing who ran , 
was informed the French : expreifing his wonder that 
they ran fo foon , and unable to gaze any longer, he 
funk on the foldier's breaft , and his laft words were, 
/ die hippy. Perhaps the loft of fuch a man was 
greater to the nation than the conquering of all Ca- 
nada was advantageous ; ,but it is the misfortune of 
humanity, that we can. never know true greatnck 
fill that moment when we are going to lofe it. 

The Surrender of the city was the confequence of 
this viSory , and, with it, the total ceffion of all 
Canada. The French , it is true , made in the en- 
fuing feafon , a vigorous effort to retake it ; but, by 
the good condud of our governor , the town held 
out till relieved by an Engfefh fleet, under the com- 
mand of lord Colville. Thus did this campaign 
make ample reparation for all the loffes that had been 
hitherto luftained by the Englifh. The French had 
now no force capable of making any refinance ; they 
held out the war now , not with hopes of vi&ory , but 
honourable capitulation. One place after another 
was invaded : Montreal, at laft, furrendered; and, 
in a fhort time , a country , whi^h their own writers 
have reprefented as being rtioci extenfive than the 
Roman empire , fell totally under the power of his 
Britannic majefty. 

x How far the extending dominion tends to the in* 
creafing the ftrength of a nation , is an ohjeS worthy 
consideration. The fplendorof victory fhpuld never 
dazzle the eye of reafon. No people ever could call 
their country powerful , if it were not populous : for 
political force depends upon the fmall frontier to 
pe defended , and the vicinity of an army to. every 
ulac? tp be invaded; bpt extended empire takes 
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*tway both thefe advantages , and., before the foldier 
can traverfe half his proper territories , his country 
may have already felt all the horrors of invafion. 
"Whatever joy therefore our country might have felt 
at thefe iramenfe acquiiltions of remote territory , 
I own it gives me no very pleating profpeft. The 
manufactures , the trade, and the riches of thefe dif- 
tant countries , can never recompenfe for the con* 
cinual drain of ufeful and tnduftrious fubjeds , that 
muft be derived from the mother country to people 
tbem. Wherever the lower fort of people in any 
kingdom can fly from labour , they will be ready to 
go; yet, upon the induftry and valour of thefe 
alone , every kingdom muft hope for fecurity. Not 
the effeminate and the luxurious can defend their 
country in the day of battle ; they may increafe 
timidity by theii* example , but. opulence can never 
give true relief. The Spaniards and the Portuguefe 
were much, more powerful before they divided their 
ftrength into all the torrid climates of Southern 
America. The flate thus got riches, but loft men; 
they had gold, but could not regain induftry. Thus 
are their nations now incapable of defending them* 
felves agatnft powerful foreign invafion. The im* 
menfc wealth of the Indies that every year comes 
home to their ports goes to enrich a few ; their fub* 
jefts are either in the extreme of wealth or poverty t 
the rich have only flaves beneath them , who hate 
thofe for whom they muft labour ; the poor have no 
acquifttions nor property to defend; fo that their 
armies are com po fed either of wretches preffed into 
the fervice, who only feek for opportunities not to 
fight % but to fly ; or of men , rith and noble , coura* 
geous from pride , yet weak from luxury. Such is 
nor* as yet , the cafe of England, nor will ever be, 

Ma- 
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if apaflion for conqueft is not mistaken for national 
ptDiperity. 

LETTER LXIII. 

J. HE fuccefsof our arms in America was achiev- 
ed by modern efforts; on the contrary, in Europe 
the efforts made , and the operations of our great 
ally the king of PruflSa, were aftonifhing, yet pro- 
duced no very fignal effeds. Safety was all that 
could be expeded ; and this was fecured contrary to 
all human expectation. You have juft feen that mo- 
narch furrounded by enemies , the greateft and rooft 
formidable powers of Europe; you have feen ahnoft 
the whole power of the continent united againfr, and 
hovering over his devoted dominions ; and the only 
allies that remained to him bound by treaty, to retire, 
and give him no affiftance. In this terrible fixa- 
tion he ftill adhered to his fortitude, and , relying on 
Jiis natural fubje&s alone , refolved never to abandon 
his claims. Such was the defperate condition of his 
affairs; yet they were ftill rendered more hopelefs, 
when he was informed , that his only friend , the mo- 
narch of that generous people which had hitherto 
fupplied him with money and ftores, was going to for- 
iake him , and leave him to irremediable ruin. It was 
thus he expofhtlated with the doubting monarch 
upon this occafion : Is it poffible that your majefly can 
iaitefo tittle fortitude and con/iancy 9 as to bedifpirhed 
by a finall reverfe of fortune Y Are our affairs fo ruin- 
ous, that they cannot he repaired? Confider the ftep you 
have made me undertake , and remember you are the camft 
of ail my misfortunes. 1 should hever have abandoned my 
farmer alliances but fot your flattering off urames. I d* 
flo.tn.Qw revent of the treaty concluded between u*; but I 
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inireat you will not inglorioufly leave me at the mercy of 
my enemies , after having brought upon me aQ the power 
of Europe. The French and Imperialists , after a fuc* 
cefsful rummer campaign , were at this time, which 
was the depth of winter , fet down to the fiege of 
Leipfic. His Pruffian majeifty dreaded the capture of 
this important city , and foon , unexpectedly , feemed 
to rife up before it. Such was the terror ot his arms % 
even vanqulfhed as he had been , that his approach 
raifed the fiege, and the French, though fuperidr in 
number , retreated. He at length overtook them at a 
village called Roftach, and gained fo complete a vic- 
tory , that nigh* alone faved their whole army from 
definition. The Anftrians were, in another pare 
of the empire , dill victorious , and had taken the 
prince of Bey era, his generalulimo, prifoner. The 
king , after a dreadful march of two hundred miles , 
in the depth of winter, came up with them near 
firedau, difpofed his inferior forces with his ufual 
judgment , and obtained another bloody vi&ory , i A 
which he took no lefs than fifteen thoufand pri<- 
foners. Breflau , with a garrifon of ten thouund 
men , furrendercd foon after. Thefe fuccefles dis- 
pirited the enemy , and raifed his allies to new 
hopes. 

After the capitulation of Clofter-Seven was fign- 
ed, between the duke of Cumberland and the duke 
of Richelieu , both fides began to complain of in* 
fractions. The Hanoverians accuied the rapacity 
of the French general , and the infolent brutality of 
his foldiers ; while the French retorted the charge of 
infurredion againft them, and began to think of treat- 
ing as a conquered enemy thofe whom they had ojily 
bound by treaty as neutrals. Treaties have never 
been preferved longer than intereft or compulfion 
bound them; political faith is a word without mean* 

M 3 
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ing ; the French oppreffed the Hanoverians ; the lat- 
ter refumed their arms; and each fide complained, 
as ufual, of infraclion. A general was not long 
wanting to afiemble the collecting army. Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick put himfelf at their head, 
began by fkirmiihing with fuccefs, and, at laft, 
they were in a capacity of becoming formidable to 
their late vidors. From this time the king of 
Pruflia fought the enemy upon more equal terms 
than ever; often victorious , fometimes repulfed; 
but ever a&ive and formidable. To name nis vic- 
tories , die towns he took , the dangers he efcaped, 
and the loffes he fuffered, would take up more time 
than I would chufe to grant to fuch accounts , or you 
fhould beflow. Never was the art of war carried 
to fuch a pitch as by him. In this war Europe fav , 
with afloniihment, campaigns carried on in the midll 
of winter ; great and bloody battles fought, yet pro* 
ducing no vifible advantage to the vigors. At no 
time ance the days of heroifm were fuch numbers 
deftroyed » fo many towns taken , fo many iktrmifhes 
fought,, fuch ftratagems pra&ifed,.or fuch intrepi- 
dity {hewn. Armies now were confidered as com- 
•pofing one Jingle machine, directed by the general, 
and animated with one will. From the commen- 
tary of thefe campaigns, fucceeding generals will 
take their leffons for devaftation , and improve in 
the arts of increafing human calamity. 

England was , all this time , happily retired from 
the calamities which drenched the reft of Europe in 
blood ; yet from her natural military eagernefs, flie 
feemed defirous of fharing thofe dangers of which 
(he was only a fpeftator. This paffion for carrying 
on a continental war, was not lefs pleating to the 
monarch. from his native attachments, than to the 
people from their natural propenfity to arms. As 
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ibon as it was known that prince Ferdinand had put 
himfelf at the head of the Hanoverian army , his 
Britannic majefty s in a fpeech at the opening of the 
feflion of parliament, obferved that the late faccefles 
in Germany had given an happy turn to his affairs , 
which it would be neceflary to improve. The colli- 
sions therefore granted liberal fupplies both for the 
fervice of the king of PruiRa, and for enabling the 
army formed in die electorate of Hanover to aft 
vigorously in conjunction with him. Soon after it 
•was considered , that men would be a more grateful 
-fupply than money. The minifter , who had firft 
come tato' power and popularity by opposing fuch 
meafores, was 4iow prevailed upon to^nter into them 
with even greater ardour than any of hispredeceffors. 
Thej&opcs of putting a fpeedy end to the war by 
vigorous meafures, his connexions, and, perhaps, 
the pleafure he found in giving his majefty pleafure, 
incited him eagerly into a continental wafP It Is 
certain no romifter could more powerfully fecorida 
warlike monarch V Intentions. . That fpirit of *m er- 
prife; wfrich hady in* -arneafure , taken birth with his 
•adminirtration , began too vetyower allobftacles. The 
paflion for military honour teemed diffufed through 
all ranks of people ; audit only wanted a channel in 
which to flow. In order to indulge this general in* 
clinarion , the duke of Marlborough was fern into 
Germany with a foiallfeody of firrtifh forces to aflift 
prinee Ferdinand » where they behaved with bravery, 
'»£ cotffpWed in promoting that printers iuceeffes. 
Each victory they gained r tewever , only fewed asia 
pretext to call over new forces from Britain s while 
the EngKfh miniftry were taught to believe thkt 
every laft battle would be decifive. The battle of 
Crevelt was fought, in which the Hanoverians arid 
English had the advantage ; but it produced rfo 
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effeft. The viftory of Minden followed; but laurels 
feemed all that England reaped from the conquered , 
field. After thefe two vidoriesitwas fuppofed, that 
one reinforcement more of Britifh troops would 
terminate the war in our favour ; a reinforcement 
was therefore fent. The Britifh army in Germany 
now amounted to above thirty thousand men , yet 
no advantage of any confequence was the refult of 
this formidable aflifiance. War was the trade of 
fome generals , and it muft be allowed a gainful 
trade it was. Let me therefore here again pais over 
this continued. repetition of marchings, {kirmifh.e$, 
and rencounters , nor load the page with names of 
German generals, too difficult to be pronounced by 
an Englifh tongue , and equally grating to a patriot 
ear. The victories of either fide might , in fa&, bfe 
conftdered as a compact by which fomething. was to 
a be loft on either fide , and no advantage to be acquir- 
ed. The Englifh , at length , began to open their 
eyes to their own interest ; nor could ail die fplerv 
dors of victory fo far blind them, as not to fee that 
they were waging unequal war,. and afluming new 
loads Of taxes for conquefts they could nekher pre- 
ferve nor enjoy. Such were the growing discontents 
of the people, when* the king, who had infpired 
thefe meafures, unexpectedly died. On the twenty- 
fifth day of Oclober , 1760, George II, without any 
previous! diforder , was found by his domeftic fer- 
vants expiring in his chamber. He had arifen at 
his ufual hour , and obferyed to bis attendants-, that, 
.as the weather was fine, he would walk out. In a few 
minutes after this , being left alone , he was heard to 
fall down upon the floor. The noife of his fall 
brought his attendants into the room , who lifted hirn 
into bed, where he defired , in a faint voice , that the 
pr'uicefs Amelia might be fent for} but before hor 
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arrival ,'he expired , in the 77th year of his age, and 
the 33d of his reign , in the midft of vi&ory ; and at 
that very period , when the univerfal enthufiafin of 
conqueft began to fubfide into more fober refle&ions. 
If any monarch was happy in thepeculiar mode and 
, time of his death , it was he. The fa&ions which 
had been nurfing in his reign , had not yet come to 
maturity ; and all their virulence threatened to fall 
upon his fucceffor. He was himfelf of no fhining 
abilities ; arid , confequently , while he was fuffered 
to guide his German dominions , he entrufted the 
tare of Britain to his minifters at 'home. However, 
. as we fiand too near this monarch to view his real 
chara&er without partiality , take the following cha- 
racters of him, by two writers 'of oppofite fenti- 
ments. 

« As to the extent of his under/landing ( fays 
« one ) , or the fplendor of his virtue , we rather wiih 
« for opportunities of praifmg , than undertake the 
« tafk ouffelves. His public chara&er was marked 
« with a predile&ion for his native country , to 
« which he 4 facrificed all other motives, » 

On the' other hand, fays his panegyrift, «« On 
€c whatever fide we look upon his charader , we 
u fhall rind ample matter for iuft and unfufpe&ed 
u praife. None of his predecefibrs in the throne of 
« England lived to fo great an age , or enjoyed 
« longer felicity. His fubje&s wete ftill improving 
€i under him in commerce ano> arts ; and his own 
u oeconomy fet a prudent example to the tiatioa , 
« which, however , they diid not follow. He wa*, 
« in his temper , fudden and violent ; but this , 
.<t though it influenced his behaviour, made 90 
4c cte nge in his condu£t , which was generally guid- 
tL ed by reafon. He was plain and aired in his in- 
#4 tentions^true to his ifor.d A fteady in bis jaYOiir 
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« and proteftion to his fervants ; not parting even 
« with his ministers till compelled to it by the vio- 
u lence of fa&ion. In ihort, through the whole of 
« life , he appeared rather to live for the cultivation 
ci of ufcf'il virtues than fplendid ones ; and , fatis- 
fi fied with being good, left others their unenvied 
m greataefs.o 

LETTER LXIV. 

J Am forry that praife beftowed on living merit 
is often found to injure the goodnefs it applauds. 
The character of the fucceflbr of George the fecond 
•deferves the warmeft panegyric; and all who love 
their country only wifh for a continuance of that 
fpirit and that virtue which has hither to appeared 
in him. Never did monarch come to the throne at 
a more critical period ; the nation flulhed with con- 
queft , yet tired with war , expecting the loweft fub* 
miflion from their humbled enemies , yet murmuring 
under the immenfe load of their taxes ; one part of 
the people acquiring immenfe wealth by the con- 
tinuance of hoftilities , another reduced almoft to 
bankruptcy. Befides this , the throne was hedged 
round by ignorance and faction , men intent only on 
theirown interefts , and willing to perfuade monarchy 
that whatever conduced to their own wilhes was 
directed for the ^elfiue of the kingdom. It was in 
this fittiatton of things that George HI came to 
the crown. The kingdom began to divMe into two 
parties ; or more properly fpeaking , the very fame 
individuals feemed to Hrear, at once, a face of joy 
arid difcontent. They felt all the triumphs of their 
fuccefTes , but juftly dreaded the confequences of an 
expenfive continuance of them. The itumberleis 
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?wi£kories they gained by fea continued to keep them 
. iafeirits, and induced them to Supply the immense 
, expehcts of the year- farith ehearfulnefs. During the 

• whole periodof the w*ir Succeeding the execution of 
; admiral By-tig, nothing *onM Ac- carried on with 

mote (pinr and resolution than all our naval en- 
gagements. In every: enterprife the Superior bra- 
very, ikiU*end<dexterity of thie Englifli were obvious. 
Often . wkL forces .very inuch difpeoportioned , theyt 
took their adverfaries ships* and efc&ually difabled 
'. thememy's force by fea^ 1 

. '' No Kirory can furnish examples of fuch numerous 

. fleets , or move aflive commanders. This defire for 

victory feemed even to ditfufe itfelf to the lowed 

officers; and the captains of privateers feemed as 

• much enamoured of conqueft as with a defire of 

K'n. The admirals Hawke , Hows , Bofcawen , 
eock 9 &c. were always, victorious*; the captains 
Tyvre), Fofter , Gilchrift , Lockhart , and others, 
4 often fought at a disadvantage , but never without 
honour. A* an inftanee of the intrepid- fpirit of our 
■ fcaiflen iri this 4*a«, I shall .men riori one aSion, 
which pofterity , if it were only fmglv liipponed , 
anight look tipbnr as' incredible. The annals of 
mankind cannot shew an effort of more defperate 
courage than was exerted under the command of 
-captain William Death , commander of the Terrible 
prvrateer. He had, m the beginning of his cruife, 
ifltiade ptke of a rich merchant -ship, and with this 
: : Was returning -home to England in triumph , wheft 
Jbe had the misfornme to faH in with the Ven~ 

* gcarteepMVafeerof »S* Malos'ttiech -fcis'fuperior tn 
-fbree, he having but twenty 4tx guns^ the enemy 

• thirty fix, and a proportionable number of men. 
The Terrible's priae - was >fooit retaken , and con- 
-wertedagatoft her j*ut though fa unequally matched, 
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*in the privy-council to anticipate the defigns of Spain; 
l>y an immediate declaration of war againA her. Vi- 
gour , difpatch , and refolutton, charaoWiaed all die 
plans of this ntintfter: he found, -however, in the 

1 privy council , rrleti who- were willing to aft with 
-more deliberation, and who defired a certainty of 
offence before they demanded a reparation. Spain , 

'they Taid, has yet given no certain proofs of their 
hoftile intentions; And the Englifh minifterat the 
court of Madrid AiW continues to aflure us of their 
pacific difpofition. Thefe . remonstrances we*e an- 
swered' by the fecretary , but without producing the 

defired conviction t feeing m'mfeftf therefore ahWl 
'Angular in his opinion s he was refolved to leave an 
affembly where he knew himfelf maligned $ and threw 

-up the direction of meafnres , which , to ufe Us own 
e*pre , flioTv, he was po longer allowed to guide. The 
council was, at' that time, divided between two par- 
ties', who were both equally pleafed at his refigna- 

'tipn. • One parr^ confined 'ot thofe who were at the 
head of aftVrrs during the preceding reign ; the other, 

<fuch tis had been taken into' fevour in this : neither 
were dif pleafed' at the removal of a man whofe po- 

"pnlarity threw them into the'fhade, and whofe vehe- 
mence controlled their moderation. But this popular 
imnifter's being removed * did not reftore unanimity 

-to the council. The parts which were held together 

: by his ^prefence , were now' difiutfted * and -a dhfen- 
fion began , which ftill ronKnue$ io fiibfift. 

" flt The declaration- o** v/a? with ^pain', foon after; 

'shewed how wen grounded Mr. Pitt's meafnres were, 

-when he propofed * former rupmre; However * tHe 
tanion of Fr; nee and Spain , and the difunion of our 

'own miriflry at home . did not feem to retard the 

jVogrefs of our arms. The iflarid of MarYmioo was 

4onc| tiered by admiral Rodney arid general Meaok- 
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tan ; the ifland of St. Lucia furrendered foon after 
to captain Harvey; Grenada was taken by briga- 
dier Walsh ; and all the neutral iflands fubmitted to 
the English dominion. But a bolder blow was 
ibuck againft the Spaniards; a powerful fleet, and 
an army of fifteen thoufand men , was fent againft the 
•Havannah, the key of all their pofleffions in South 
•America. It made a noble refiAance ; but. in the 
end was taken. And now the enemies of Great 
Britain were humbled on every f fide ; the French 
' left without trade or shipping ; ihe fource of Spanish 
opulence interrupted ; nothing remained for them , 
but to afk for peace ,<upon iuch terms as we were 
pleafed to grant. A negotiation was accordingly 
once more begun between the three powers, by th$ 
intervention of the king of Sardinia's ambaffador r 
the duke of Bedford was fent over to Paris, arid 
the duke de Nivernois came to London ; and , at 
length, the definitive treaty was figned at Paris bjr~ 
the duke of Bedford , the duke de Praflin , and the 
jnarquis de Grimaldi , and arrived, in London , Fe* 
J>ruary 19, 1763. In order to purchafe peace, th* 
French gave up all Canada , their right to the neu- 
tral iflands, the fort of Senegal, and their privilege 
of fishing on the coafts of Newfoundland , and the 

Sjulph of St. Lawrence, but at a certain diftance 
rom shore. Spain alfo gave up , on her part , the 
extenfive country of Florida : fo that the English 
empire was thus greatly enlarged ; and if we com* 
pute its flrejigth by the quantity of land included h| 
its dominions, it can n<>w boaft of more power thaa 
even the great Roman empire. . 

But nocountry should build upon remote ftrength; 
true power muft always ftibfift at home^ When the" 
iranches of a large empire ^ecoirje more powerful 
4haji the original ftem, M&&A Qt afftfttng lts growth* 
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they only overload and exhauft its nourishment. 
The discontents, therefore, which many have ex* 
preffed , at the conclufion of the late peace, that we 
cid not infift upon harder terms , and increafe our 
pofleflions , were ill-founded , fince it is probable we 
are already poffeffed of more than government can 
manage. There is ever a certain extent of empire 
which politics are able to wield : beyond this her 
magnificence is but empty pomp , and her fire but 
fickly corpulence. 
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A he attention of the public was now turned 
from the war of the (word to that of the pen. 
Many furious papers and pamphlets were publish- 
ed by the partizans of both parties. But one of 
the mbft furious of the whole was a periodical 
paper, entitled the North Briton, conducted , it 
is faid , and principally compofed , by Mr. Wilkes , 
member for Ayleibury , a gentleman of wit and 
fpirit , but not perhaps of the moft rigid principles , 
to which , as we believe he is no hypocrite » we 
never heard that he tnade any great pretenfions. 
This gentleman having in number 45 or the North 
Briton , attacked the king's fpeech to the parlia- 
ment with a very indecent freedom , the minifters 
thought they coula 1 not p'afe it over in filence. 
A general warrant was , therefore , ifliied for tak- 
ing up the authors, printers, and publifhers of 
that paper: Mr. Wilkes was feized and committed 
to the Tower. Several innocent printers were at 
the fame time apprehended'* -but they afterwards 
Aibught. their anions 'againft the meffengers whet 
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had feized them , and recovered confiderable damages. 
Mr. Wilkes too , upon bringing his habeas corpus 
before the court of coirimon-pleas , was releafed 
from the Tower by a decision of that court, the 
judges of which unanimously declared , that pri- 
vilege of parliament extended to the cafe of wri- 
ting a libel. The houfe of commons were of a 
different opinion. They refolved , that number 45 
of the North Briton , was a falfe , fcandalous v and 
feditious libel , arid that privilege of parliament did 
not extend to the cafe of writing fuch a libel. 
Soon. after Mr. Wilkes fought a duel with Mr. 
Martin , a member of parliament , and late fecreta- 
ry to the treafury , whofe <&ara&er he. had attack- 
ed in his writings. In this engagement he received 
a dangerous wound, from which, however, be 
recovered , and he had no fooner done fo than he 
thought proper to retire into France. * ~ , , 
In the month of January he. was ex- ' * ' 0i K 
pelled the houfe of commons ; and not appearing 
to the indictments prefered againd him for publifh,- 
ing the North Briton, and for fome other charges,; 
he was at laft run to an outlawry; and the fuits, 
which he had commenced againft the fecretaries 
of ftate for falfe imprifonmem , fell , of courfe , to 
the ground. General warrants. were afterwards de« . 
elated to be illegal by a refolution of both houfes; 
and this , indeed , feems to be P the chief advantage 
refulting from this violent cHfpute between Mr* 
Wilkes andtfce mimflry. r . ' ; 

Little hajypenfed in the other parts of the wdrld 
this year, that deferves to be mentioned in a his- 
tory of England , except the choice of a king of , 
Poland in the perfon of count Poniatowiki % a nativd 
Pole 1 ; the death of prince Ivan, or John, who 
in 1739 had mounted the throne of Ruffia, and 
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-was foon after depofed, had remained in prtfbfl 
ever fince, and was now murdered by his guards; 
and the maffacre of about forty of our own coun- 
trymen , in the Eaft Indies , by orders of Co&m 
*Aly Cawn , the depofed fubah of Bengal, and under 
the direction of one Sbmers , a German, a defencr 
from the company's fervice. Such fcenes of cruelty 
may naturally be fuppofed to happen fomethnes 
in a country , where the natives are ignorant and 
barbarous , and the Grangers , or , as they call then?., 
-the intruders, are actuated by an infatiable fpirk of 
•plunder and rapacity. 

In the beginning of next year were kindled the 

f j n' &* firftfoanksof that fire, which •, though 
)j*. u. 1705. it jjj fm bhzt Qut all at ^^ aQd 

might even have been extkiguifhed in its progrefs, 
yet , in a little time after , broke out into a con- 
flagration , that wrapt a great part of Europe, and 
'all North America* in! itt flames. What I. allude 
no ts the ftamp*a& * . that was now imposed upon 
'our American colonies',, and to which tbey almoft 
<iinanimou(ly refuted? to >fu trait ; and though it was 
repealed in the fncceeding feffion , yet the me- 
mory cf it continued to' rankle in their minds ; and 
'they feefn rfevcr entirely to have forgot , nor heard* 
iy to have forgiven it. 

The fpirlt of party which Was now fo general 
fes well as violent , was attended with one: very 
■greatf inconvenience* M was productive of fnch a 
mutability in public men * and consequently Ja 
public mtafares and councils , that . we had a iew 
ttiniflry and new measures almoft with every new 
yeah This naturally tended to weaken the au- 
thority of government both at home and abroad. 
Foreign nations were averfe to enter into any 
ckrfe connexion or alliance with a people, whole 
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public councils were fo very fluctuating ; and the 
inferior ranks of men at home loft all that reve- 
rence and refpe& for their rulers , which is fo ne- 
ceffary to the fupport of order and good govern** 
meut. The Grenvilie administration was now forced 
to make way for that of the marquis of Rockingham , 
■who was appointed firft lord of the treafury in 
the room of Mr. Grenvilie. The marquis hin> 
felf, indeed, was a nobleman of as much purity 
of intention , of as difinterefted principles , and of 
as genuine and unafle&ed patriotifm , as ever dif- 
tinguiihed any minifter either in ancient or modern 
times; and, by thefe good qualities of his heart, 
be, in fome meafure;* compenfated for that mer 
diocrity of undemanding , beyond which even his 
-warme/t admirers never alledged that his capacity 
extended. The chief bufinefs of this miniftry was 
to undo all that their predeceflbrs had done , parti- 
cularly repealing the ftamp and cyder ads; as > oa 
the other hand, all that they now did, was, ig 
its turn , undone by their fucceiTors in office. The 
detached events of this year were neither numerous- 
por important. It was chiefly diftiflgtfifhed by th$ 
death of fome eminent perfonages; particularly of 
the emperor of Germany, who was fucceeded 
by his fon Jofeph , the prefent emperor; the. 
dauphin of France ; his majefty's uncle , the late 
duke, of Cumberland-; his youngeft brother, prince 
William Frederic; and the old Prerender, whe 
died at Rome in the 77th year of his age. ' 

The new year , as ufual , gave us a ' j n \ m tB, 
new fet of minifters. The duke of *'"• 17t * 
Grafton fucceeded the marquis of Rockingham* 
as firft lord of the ireafury ; feveral other changes 
were made in the inferior departments of ftate 1 
and the cuftody of the privy feal was beftowed 
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upon Mr* Pitt, now created earl of Chatham, at 
whofe recommendation , it is faid , this miniftry 
was formed. The affairs of the Eaft India company 
were at this time greatly embarrafled by the avarice 
and rapacity of their fervants; vices, indeed j which 
they had always pradifed, but which they feem 
now to have carried to a greater height than ever. 
Under the fpecious pretence of prefents , they had 
got into the habit of extorting large fums from 
the princes of the country , by which means the 

S?ry name of an Englishman was become ib odious, 
at it was greatly to be feared a general combi- 
nation of the natives would be formed to expel 
lis from our fettlements in that part of the world. 
Lord Clive , therefore , was fent out to India , in 
order to put a flop to this growing evil, which, 
upon his arrival there , he effectually did ; and foon 
after concluded fuch an advantageous treaty with 
the Mogul , >as put the company in poffeflion of 
& clear revenue of one million feven hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling a year. His lordfliip 
himfclf . it is true , had made as large a fortune 
in the Eaft Iridies as perhaps ever was made there 
by any other British or European fubje& ; but at 
the feme time , in doing fo, he had performed 
the moil fignal and important fervices to his coun- 
try : others , and lome of them fprung from 
the very loweft ranks of life , halre aimmed princely 
fortunes in that part of the world;. the fervices 
they have done either to their country, or to 
the Eaft India company, are yet to be difcovered. 
As the American war is the mod 

r A D 1 767 * m P ortant eveD t tnat nas y et happened 

* • * ' '* in the courfe of this reign, or will 

probably happen during the remaining part of it, 

no circumftance, however feemingly trivial, that 
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ferves to mark the progrefs of the growing ani- 
mofity between the mother -country and her co- 
lonies , ought to be palTed over in filence. For 
this reafon it is , that we fhali juft obferve , that 
an ad of parliament had been lately made, en- 
joining the colonies to furnifli his majefty's troops 
with neceffaries in their quarters. This aft the 
colony of New- York had refufed to obey ; and 
another aft was now therefore paffed, retraining 
the affembly of that province from making any 
laws until they had complied with the terms of 
the firft- mentioned flatute. The -Americans , on 
their fide , exprefled their diffatisfaftion at this 
reftraint by corning to fome fevere resolutions 
againft the importation of European , by which 
they no doubt meant Britifh commodk|es f - : * 

A furprifing phenomenon happenea this year 
in Italy , which , though not cohnefted with the 
hiftory of England , nor even the civil hiftory of 
any country, it would yet be unpardonable to 
pais over unnoticed. On the nineteenth of Oc- 
tober there was one of the moft terrible eruptions 
of mount Vefuvius that had been known in the 
memory of man. Stones of an enormous fize were 
thrown up from the mouth of the volcano to the 
height , it is faid , of an Englifh mile , and fell at 
leaft half a mile from it. The lava ,■ or river of 
melted ore, extended in length about feven miles ; 
its breadth , in fome places , was two miles ; 
and its depth in general about forty feet. The 
king of Sicily was obliged to remove from Poirtict 
to Naples; and the afhes fell in fueh quantities 
even in this laft'city , as to cover the ftreejs'aad 
frouies more than an inch deep, 

The natural date of the pjrefent ^ > 
parliament b«ing now near expiriog, * . x 7 6 * € 
it was diffolvedin (he fpring, and writs were iffucd 
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for etefting a new one. A geqeral eie&ion is always 
fuppofed to be a time of riot and confufion ; and con- 
fidering the violence of parties at this particular period, 
it was generally apprehended, that the prefent elec« 
tton would be productive of more than ordinary 
difturbance. Thefe fears , however , were happily 
diiappointedr The elections were carrried on with 
tolerable order in moft parts of the kingdom, 
except at Prefton and a few other places , where 
fome outrages were committed. Mr. Wilkes^ who 
had remained abroad an outlaw ever fince the 
year 1763 , now returned home, and even while 
the outlawry was in full force , offered himfelf a 
candidate for the county of Middlefex , for which 
he was chofen in oppofition to Sir William Bean* 
champ Pro^or , one of the former members , by a 
very great majority. Great doubts were at firft 
entertained whether an outlaw could be chofen a 
member of parliament; but fo many precedents 
were produced in the affirmative, that the legality 
of the pradice was put beyond controverfy. Being 
now fecure , as he thought , of a feat in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Wilkes furrendered himfelf to the court 
or king 's-bench , by whom the outlawry was re- 
verted, and he was fentenced to fuffer an im- 
prifonment of two years , and to pay a fine of a 
thoafand pounds. As he was efteemed by many 
perfons as a kind of martyr in the<aufe of public 
liberty, a fubfeription was opened by fbme merchants 
of London , and other gentlemen of property , for 
paying his fine, fupporting, him while in prifon, 
and compounding his debts, amounting: to above 
twenty thoufand pounds ; and alt thele p&rrjofesr 
were , in the end , completely accompliflied. 

As. we confide? the Middlefex ele&ion , and the 
feuds arid animofitie> which it excited in 'the na- 
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tton , though not as the primary , yet as the great 
fecbridary canfe of the American war , we (hall 
be particularly attentive to every circuraftance . 
relating 'to that fingular tranfa&ion, and even to* 
Mr, Wilkes the principal agent concerned in it. 
This , indeed , is the great hinge upon which the ; 
political events of the prefent reign for many years < 
turned : it is that which gave occafion to fudden: 
changes of minifiers , and dangerous resolutions of » 
parliament, that would, never, eke have, taken t 
place ; and it encouraged our foreign dependencies : 
to take advantage of our internal divifions , and. 
the confequent weaknefe and unpopularity of go- , 
vernment , by laying claim .to feveral privileges . 
and immunities , to which they would otherwise . 
have never dared to pretend. Indeed , the poifon- 
ous feeds which it fowed r or at leaft ripened and 
matured, -have not yet perhaps y elded their full 
harveft of national calamity; nor can any one- 
take upon htm to fay how fatally extenfive that 
harveft may prove , till the differences in point of 
trade and commerce fubfifting between Great Britain 
and Ireland are finally adjufted. 

This year his majcfty eftabliflied the Royal 
Academy of Arts , for inftru&ing young men in 
the principles of architecture , fculpture, and paint- 
ing. The artifts had , long before this , formed 
themferves into a fociety , and had carried their 
refpedive arts to a very high degree of perfection, 
under the patronage ol the public. The new in- 
ftitutio», therefore, had, for fome time, little 
other effed than to fptit the. artifts into parties. At 
laft, however i they were happily reunited. : 

• •Freftt 'fad Mi continued to be added to .the. 
flame that now began to blaze out between Great 
$ritau> *nd bcp Amerkta colonics.*. By an aft 06 
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parliament lately pafled , certain duties were iffl« 
pofed upon glafs , paper , and a few other articles 
imported from England into the colonies; and, for 
the purpofe of collecting thefe duties , cuftom- 
boufes were eftablifhed in their fea-ports. Provoked 
at this invafion of their liberties, as they consi- 
dered it , they now came to a direft , as they had 
formerly done to an indirect , refolution to dif- 
continue the ufe of Britifh commodities, until thefe 
duties ihould be repealed; to effeft which, the 
affembly of Bofton wrote circular letters to all 
the other aflemblies , propofine an union of coun- 
cils and meafures. For this ftep the affembly of 
Bofton wa€ diflblved, and a new one convened; 
but this proved as refractory as the former , and 
was therefore , in a little time , likewise diflblved. 
The commiflioners of the cuftoms were fo roughly 
handled by the populace , that they thought pro- 

Kr to leave the town, and retire to fort.. William. 
a word , the fpirit of difcontent became fo 
prevalent at Bofton , that two regiments of foot 
were ordered thither from Halifax , and as many 
from Ireland. A new phenomenon appeared in Afia. 
One Hyder Aly, who had raifed himfelf from the 
sank of a common feapoy , to that of a fovereign 
prince, commenced hominies again ft the Eaft India 
company , and , in the cdurfe of his reign ; gave 
greater difturbance to our fettlements there , than 
any of the old and hereditary nabobs. 

When the new parliament met , the people ima- 
gined that Mr. Wilkes would take his. feat along 
with the other members. In expectation of this 
many of them affcmbled in S. George's -fields, 
near the kingVbench prifon , where be .wa$ con- 
fined , with a View of conducing faioMQ thehoufe 
of commons; The Surrey juftice (oon.catoa ajftong 

them 
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them , arid the riot a& was read ; but the people 
not difperfing , the military were called in , and 
were ordered, perhaps unadvifedly , to fire.. Several 
perfons were flightly wounded , two or three mor- 
tally , and one was killed on the fpot. Lord 
Weymouth y one of the fecretaries of flate , fen* 
a letter to the juftices , thanking them * ~ *-, 
for their fpirited conduct in this affair. ' * '9* 
Mr. Wilkes, who was no incurious, nor, we 
may believe , unconcerned fpe&ator of the whole 
fcene , took this opportunity of exprefling his 
refentment againft the miniftry , whom he regarded 
as the authors of all the perfecutions he had fuf- 
fered. He published lord Weymouth's letter , with 
a few remarks of his own prefixed to it, in which 
he termed the affair of St. GeorgeVfields a horrid 
maffacre; and this flep was either confidered as a 
reafon , or was made a pretence, for expelling 
him the houfe. The freeholders of Middlefex .*. 
however , fcem to have been of a very different 
'opinion from the commons; for they immediately, 
and unanimoufly re-ele&ed him their reprefentative. 
This election was declared void , and a new writ 
was iffuedr The freeholders ftill perfevered in their 
forrtfer fentiments; and Mr. Wilkes was elected 
a third time without oppofition* A gentleman , 
indeed, of the name of Dingley, intended to 
have oppofed him ; but the popular current ran 
fo ftrong in favour of Mr. Wilkes , that he could 
sot find a fingle perfon to put him in nomination* 
This election was declared void , as well as the 
preceding, £ and left the. freeholders of Middlefex 
and the houfe' of commons fhould go on for ever , 
the one in electing Mr, Wilkes, and the other 
in declaring his election invalid , colonel Luttrel , 
fon to lord Irnhaxn , and a member of parliament* 
Vol.11. - N 
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•was perfuaded to vacate his feat by the acceptance 
of a nominal place, and to offer himfelf a candi- 
date. He did fo ; and though he had only 296 
votes, and Mr. Wilkes 1143, yet he was declared 
in the boufe , by a great majority , to be the legal 
member* . . 

This was confidered as a fatal blow to the 
liberties of the people; at leaft/to the rieht of 
ele&ion, the moft vital and effentiai part of thofe 
liberties. This poured poifon into the political 
wound, that rendered it perfe&ly incurable. The 
Middlesex eU&ion may hitherto be regarded merely 
as a common controverted ele&ion , in which none 
but Mr. Wilkes and his opponents were concerned. 
From this time forward it aflumed a more digni- 
fied air , a more important afpeft. Inftead of a 
Erivate it became a national concern. The whole 
ody of the people took the alarm. They thought 
they forefaw , in the deftructton of the rights of 
the freeholders of Middlefex , the utter ruin and 
iubverfion of their own. The confequence was, 
that petitions; firft, and remonftrances afterwards, 
poured in from the different counties and corpo- 
rations of the kingdom. Many of thefe .were of a 
very bold j and as fome thought , of a moft daring 
nature. They not only prayed for a diflblution of 
parliament , but they even denied the legality of 
the prefent one , the validity of its a£h , and the 
obligation of the people to obey them* In a word, 
they afferted that the government was actually dif- 
iblved. 

The miniftry had now brought themfelves into 
yjn a mo ^ ^ifagreeabie dilemma. They 

A.V. 1770. 0U gh t c i t her not to have proceeded lo 
,far, or they ought to have gone farther. They 
*ught either not have furnifhed the people with 
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a juft caufe, nor even with a plaufible pretence, 
for prefenting fuch remonftrances , or they ought 
to have punifhed them for daring to prefent them. 
This, however, they did not think it prudent, 
nor perhaps even fafe , to attempt. The confe- 
qafcnce is obvious. While the authority of govern* 
ment was thus vilified and defpifed at home , can 
it be imagined , that it fliould be much reverenced 
or refpe&ed abroad ? While it was openly infulted 
and brow-beat in the very metropolis , and under 
the eye of the legtflature , cou,ld it be expected-; 
that it fliould be able to maintain its ufual -force 
9tid vigour in the extreme parts of the empire .? 
The fuppofition i$ abfurd. He», therefore, that 
does not^perceive , in the rafhnefs and pufillani- 
mity of the minifters with regard to the Middle- 
sex election , the feeds of the American war, and 
even the origin of thofe bold claims which the 
Iriih have for feme time paft been, making , and 
flill continue ro make, muft be furniihed with 
optics of a very fingular, and, in our opinion-, 
.of a very unnatural ftru&ure. Some of the free- 
holders of Middlesex even attempted to carry their 
fpeculative principles on this fubje& into practice. 
They refufed to pay the land-tax ; and the matter 
was brought to a trial. But the jury determined ;'. ' 
that they were obliged to pay it ; and , in So 
doing , they difcovered more firmnefs and fortitude 
than their rulers. This, however , was but a poor 
compenfation for the want of courage and con- 
iiftency in the minifters. It was like endeavouring 
to fupport a ipiehty arch with a feeble buttrefs # 
when the key-ftone , that held it together, was 
removed. 

In the courfe of this year a very important aft 
was paffed for regulating the proceedings of the 

N a 
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houfe of commons in controverted elections. Thefe 
ufed formerly to be determined by the houfe at 
large, and by a majority of votes, fo- that they 
were confidered merely as party- matters , and the 
ftrongeft party, which was always that of the 
miniftry , was fure to carry the point without 
paying the leaft regard to the merits of the ques- 
tion on either fide. But by the bill , which was 
* now paffed , commonly called the Grenville-aft , 
as it was drawn up and brought in by Mr. Gren- 
ville , tiiey were ordered for the future to be de- 
cided by a committee of thirteen members, chofen 
by lot, and under the facred obligation of an oath; 
and fincc the enacting of this law , no well-grounded 
complaint has been made againft the impartiality 
of the deeifion*. 

Though the prtfertt miniftry was fuppofed to 
have been originally recommended to his majefty 
by lord Chatham , and to have been guided for 
ibme time , in all their meafures , by his advice , 
yet , as they had of late affe&ed to ftand upon 
their own bottom , and negle&ed to confult nim 
as ufual , he entirely abandoned them , and refigned 
kts office as keeper of the privy-feal , which was 
beftowed upon the earl of Briftol. His example 
was foon after followed by the duke of Grafton, 
who was fucceeded as firft lord of the treafory 
by lord North : and thus , unhappily for the na- 
tion , was formed that miniftry , which began the 
American war without neceffity, conducted it with- 
out fpirit of prudence , and at laft concluded it 
without honour or advantage, nay with infinite 
dishonour and difad vantage , as they cut off from 
the empire the immenfe continent of North Ame- 
rica , the brighteft jewel in the crown. 
This year our minifters gave a freih proof of 
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their pufillanimity with regard to foreign politics* 
as they had already done with refpe& to our 
domeftic concerns. They quietly differed the French 
to make a conqueft of Corfica , a fin all ifland in 
the Mediterranean. This ifland had formerly be- 
longed to the Genoefe, who, hy their cruelty 
and pppreffion , had driven the natives into a revolt, 
which they kept up for fome time with great fpirit 
and perfeverance , under the conduft of their gal* 
lant countryman Paoli , and at laft freed themfelves 
from the dominion of their tyrannical matters. The£o 
laft, therefore , enable to recover the ifland them- 
felves, made it over to the French, who footi 
fubdued it; tho' not, it is faid , till it had toft 
them more than its real value. They loft in thi* 
undertaking, ten thoufand men , and they expended 
eighteen millions of livres. Many people thought, 
the Englifh ought to have oppofed this addition , 
however firtall , io the French monarchy ; but 
our minifters were fo weak and fo unpopular, and 
the growing quarrel between this country and 
America became every day fo much more alar- 
ming, that their maxim at this time, with regard 
to foreign nations, feems to have been— let us 
alone , and we will let yoii alone. The French , 
however , foon after ihewed them , that their con- 
duit was direfted by very different maxims. About 
the fame time a rupture had like to have happened 
between this country and Spain, about a very 
infignirlcant place, called Falkland's ifland, in the 
fouthern part of the Atlantic ocean. Matters for 
fome time wore a very hoftile afped; but at laft 
the quarrel was amicably adjufted. < 



& t i 



494 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND^ 

LETTER LXVL 

AS the waves of the fea continue to be agitated 

*a n ^ or f° me time, even after the florm 

ji.u. 1771. that raifed them ^ hasf been laid; fo 

the Middlefex eleftion , though the fpirit of peti- 
tioning had in fome meafure fubfided , (till gave 
rife to fome finguiar occurrences that are well 
worthy of notice. A meffenger of the honfe of 
commons having come into the city to fetze a 
printer for publishing the fpeeches of the members, 
this laft fent for a conftable , who carried both him 
and the meffenger before Mr. Cro&y , the Lord 
Mayor. That gentleman , together with the alder- 
men Wilkes and Oliver , not only discharged the 
printer, but required the meffenger to give bail 
to anfwer the complaint of the printer againft him, 
for daring to fetze him in the city without the 
order of a magiftrate ; and upon his »refafing to 
do fo , they figned a warrant for his commitment 
to prifon ; upon which he confented to give bail, 
sand was fuffered to depart. The commons, fired 
At this contempt of their authority, as they thought 
it , ordered the Lord Mayor and the two aldermen 
to appear before them. Mr. Crofby and Mr. Oliver , 
as members of the houfe , attended in their place ; 
but Mr. Wilkes refufed tp appear unlefs he was 

fermitted to take his feat for Middlefex, As they 
ad no method of coming at the latter gentleman , 
they contented themfelves with punifhing the two 
former. "They were accordingly lent to the Tower , 
where they continued in confinement till the end 
•f,the fefijpn* This year a dreadful famine h*p- 
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pcned in the Eafl Indies , -which , according to 
fome accounts, carried off about one third of the 
inhabitants , that is , about ten millions of people. 
This fcourge of heaven is faid to have been ftill 
further exaiperated by the villainy of man. Many 
of the company's fervants were accufed of having 
bought up the greateft part of the rice ( the chief 
or almoft the only food of the natives , as the Py- 
thagorean fyfttfm , which they follow , prohibits 
them the ufe of animal food ) , and to have fold 
it out at fucli an exorbitant price , as to pur it 
abfolutely beyond the reach of the poorer fort of 
the people- 

EUcYive kingdoms are fubjed to fuch violent 
ihocks and convulfions upon every vacancy of 
the throne, that it has been thought proper, irt 
moft of the modern ftates of Europe , to eftabiifh 
hereditary monarchies ; and even in thefe laft a dis- 
puted title is always attended with fuch civil wars 
and bloodshed , that it has been found expedient 
to keep the line of fucceffion as clear and diftinft 
as poffible. This is the reafon why fo much at- 
tention is given in this country to the marriage* 
of the royal family. The king's two brothers , the 
dukes* of jGloucefter and Cumberland , having 
married privately , the former , the countefs dow- 
ager of Waldeg^rave , the latter , a widow lady of 
the name of Horton , daughter to lord Irnham t 
<j n a bill was now paffed, enacling, that 

a.u. i 77 i. aU the defc e nc j ants f his j ate mayfly 

( other than the iffue of princefles who have married, 
or may hereafter marry into foreign families) fhall 
be incapable of contracting marriage without the 
previous confent of the king, or his fucceffors 
on the throne , fignified under the great feal , and 
declared in council ; J that Qvcry fuch marriage , 

N 4 
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without fuch confent, fhall be null and void; that; 
neverthelefs , fuch defendants, being above fhe 
age of twenty-five years , upon tlieir giving the 
j>rivy council twelve months previous notice of 
their defign , may , after the expiration of that term , 
enter into marriage without the royal confent, 
unlefs both houfes of parliament Aiall within that 
time exprefsiy declare their difapprobation of it ;and 
that all perfons , who fhall knowingly prefuxne to 
iblemnize , or affift at the celebration of fuch illicit 
marriage , fhall be liable to all the pains and pe- 
nalties of the ftatute of prenutnire. 

In the courfe of this feflion a material altera- 
tion was made in the criminal law of the king- 
dom* Formerly, when a felon refufed to plead, 
he was ftretched out upon his back at full length, 
and a heavy weight laid upon his bread , which 
was gradually , though flowly , increafed till he 
expired ; during which operation he was fed with 
nothing but a cruft of bread and fome dirty water. 
By a bill, which was now paffed , this barbarous 
practice was abolifhed , and all felons refufing to 
plead are adjudged to be guilty of the crimes laid 
to their charge. 

An aft of injuftice was committed this year by 
three of the firft crowned heads in Europe , which, 
though -not immediately connefied with the hiftory 
of England , ought not to be pad over in fiience. 
It was indeed , of fo flagrant and atrocious a na- 
ture, that, for a fimilar one in private life, the 
authors would have been brought to condign pu- 
fijfliment. What I allude to, is the difmember- 
anent of Poland. The emperor of Germany , the 
Icing of Pruffia, and the emprefs ofRuflia, entered 
into a confederacy , or rather a confpifacy ( for 
Y jnoft villainous confpiracy it was), to divide 
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among themfelves the better part of that fertile 
country, to whiqh they trumped up fome old 
antiquated claims ; and to form the reft into an 
independent kingdom, to be governed "by the 
prefent fovereign , with an hereditary „ inftead of, 
an eleflive title : and as none of the other vpowersj 
of Europe thought proper to interrupt them in 
the profecution of their fcheme, tbey were at 
laft fully able to accomplish their purpofe. This 
year was likewife diftinguifhed by a remarkable. 
revolution in the government of Sweden*, as well 
as that of Denmark. The king of Sweden , in 
violation of the moft facred engagements he had 
come under at Jus acceflion , raifed himfelf from 
being the moft limited to be one of the moft ab- 
folute monarchs in Europe. In Denmark , the king 
was deprived in the whole fovereign power , which* 
♦was engroffed by his. mother-in-law , the queen 
dowager , and his half-brother , prince Frederick. 
His two principal favourites , the counts Struenfee. 
and Brandt, were brought to the block. Even 
the queen-confort , Matilda, fifter to his Britannic 
majefty, very narrowly efcaped with her life; 
She afterwards retired to Zeli in Germany, where 
flie lived for a few years, at the end of which 
ihe fickened and died. 

To give fome check to the rapacky'of the 
EaftVIndia company's fervants abroad, a fupreme 
court of judicature was now eftablifhed at Bengal f ' 
confiding of a chief juftice, with a falary of 8000 1. 
and three inferior judges with a falary of 6000 1. 
but whether this inftiuition will produce the happy 
efFe&s intended by it , will require perhaps a longer, 
time to determine than has yet elapfed.- 

About this time the common people of Ireland ,' 
and in the north of Scotland , were fo cruelly ha- 
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raffed by their unfeeling landlords, wHor^ifed the 
rent of their land upon them without conftdering 
14 D vrf* whether they could payit , that they . 
"'• emigrated in great numbers to Ame- 
rica ; and of thefe , it is (aid , was principally 
compofed that army, which firft began the war 
in that part of the world , condudedit with fuch 
fpirit and perfeverance , and did not conclude it 
till they had rendered themfelves and their new- 
adoptea country independent of their old matters. 
Oppreffed fubjefts, when driven to extremity s 
become t,he moft dangerous and inveterate foes. 
N They are a&uated by a fpirit of revenge aeainft 
their former tyrants , which cannot be fuppoted to 
influence % the natives of a foreign country. 

This year Captain Phipps in the Sea - horfe , 
end Captain Lutwidge'in the Carcafe, were fent 
out by trie government , in order to examine whether 
there was a poflibility of difcovering either a north- 
caft or a north-weft paffage to Eaft-Indies ; bat 
after failing to .the latitude of 81 degrees, 39 
minutes , they were prevented by the mountains 9 
or rather the iflands of ice they met with , from 
proceeding any farther, and they therefore return- 
ed home without being able to accomplish their 
purpofe. 

This reign , indeed , feems , for fome years 
p*ft, to have been particularly diftinguifhed by 
the fpirit of adventure. Four different voyages 
have been performed . round the world , for the 
iimilar purpofe of making difcoveries in the South- 
fea : the firft, by Commodore Byron ; the fecond, 
by Captain Wallis ; the third , by Captain Carteret ; 
and the fourth, by Captain Cook : and none of 
them have entirely failed in the objeft of their 
defoliation ; each of the circumnavigators having 
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either found out fofne new countries , or fomething 
new in the manners of thofe that were already 
known. Captain Cook , indeed , performed a fe- * 
cond voyage round the world ; and was actually 
engaged in failing round it a third time, when, to 
the infinite regret of all lovers of real merit, he 
was cut off in a fcuffle with the inhabitants of 
one of the new difcovered iflands in the South* 
fea s called O-why-hee. 

The great fubject of difpme between the mother- 
country and her American colonies , was the right 
of taxation. The parliament of Great Britain infifted 
upon its right of taxing them by its own proper 
authority. The colonies denied this right , and laid 
that they could not be legally taxed without their 
own confent ; and rather than fubmit to any taxes? 
otherwife impofed , they (eemed willing to encoun- 
ter every danger, and to rifk every extremity; 
In order, however, to try their temper, and (ee 
whether they would put their threats in pra&ice » 
fome tea was fent out to America, loaded with 
a certain duty. This tea was not only not fufFered 
to be landed , but was fent back to England with 
the utmoft contempt and indignation. In the har- 
bour of Bofton it met with a ftill worfe reception* 
It was taken out of the fliips by the populace, 
and thrown, into the fea. To punifli A n 
the New -Engenders for this aft of A/A *?W # 
violence , two bills were now pad ; one for Shutting 
up the port of Bofton ; and the other , for taking the 
executive power out of the hands of the people 
and vefting it in the crown. Though the minuter 
. had hitherto carried every thing in parliament with 
-^ high hand, yet as that anembly was now draw* 
irtg towards an end , he began to be apprehensive 
that it would not be eafy to procure another hcmfe 

N6 
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of commons equally "obfequious, if the people 
were allowed to be prepared for the elections- ia 
the ufual manner. He therefore refolved to fteal 
a march upon his antagonifts , and to take the 
people hy furprife. The parliament accordingly 
was fuddenly diflblved at the end of the fixth 
feffion , and a new one was ohofen equally courtly 
and comptaifant with the former. 

The afts of feverity , we have mentioned above* 
were levelled in appearance only .at the town of 
Boflon ; yet moft of the other colonies foon took 
the alarm. They thought they faw, in the fate 
of that devoted town , the punifhment that might 
foon be infli&ed on themfeives, as they had all 
been guilty of nearly the fame crime , if net 
in destroying, at leaft in refnfing the tea. They, 
therefore, refolved to make one common caufe 
with the people of New England ; and accordingly 
all the old Britifh colonies ( Nova Scotia and 
Georgia excepted ) fent delegates or commiflioners 
to a general affembly., "which met at Philadelphia, 
and afliiming the name of the Congrefs , prefented 
a bold and fpirited remonflrance to his majefty-, 
foiiciting a redrefs of grievances. Georgia, the 
year following , acceded to the union , and thus 
completed the number of the thirteen united pro- 
vinces , which foon after revolted from the mou- 
ther-country, and at laft rendered themfelves fo- 
vereign and independent flatcs. The congrefs , not' 
fatisfied with their remonflrance to the king , ex- 
horted the New-Englanders to oppofe the execu- 
tion of the Bofton Port Bill, and of the other 
fevere a#s that had been lately paffed againft them, 
and they even promifed to affifl them in cafe of 
* neceflity. To this, indeed , that people were 
fufficiently difpofed by their own natural temper, as 
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•f all the American colonies , New England was 
perhaps the province , which from its independent 
ipirit in religion , had longeft cheriftied the wifli, 
and even entertained the hopes of becoming in- 
dependent in government. 

The fire , therefore , which had been fo long 
{mouldering between Great Britain and her colo- 
nies ," now broke out into an open flame. General 
Gage , governor of Maffachuiet's-bay , hearing 
that the provincials had colle&ed a quantity of 
military ftores at a place called Concord, fent out 
a detachment in order to deftroy them. This 
detachment met a company of militia at a place 
named Lexington , fix miles from Concord , between 
whom and the king's forces a few fhot were ex- 
changed , by which eight provincials were killed, 
and feveral wounded. The detachment then went 
on, without any farther interruption > to Concord, 
where they deftroyed the flores ; but in their re- 
turn from thence they were fuddenly attacked by 
a large body of provincials , who harraffed them 
mod terribly until they reached Bofton. In this 
action the king's troops loft , in killed , wounded, 
and prifoners , two hundred and feventy-three 
men , of which' fixty-five were killed. The lofs 
of the provincials amounted to about, forty killed, 
and twenty wounded. 

The news of this engagement were no fooner 
carried into the different parts of the country* 
than the whole pro.vince was at once in arms + 
and Bofton was, in a few days, inverted by a 
body of militia, amounting, it is faid, to twenty 
thoufand men. The congrefs too ,* upon hearing 
of the affair of Lexington , and the blockade of 
Bofton, heartily approved of 'all the fteps which 
the New-Englanders had taken ; and they paffed 
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a refolution , declaring , that the compad between 
the crown and the people of MaflachufetVbay was 
tfiflblved. They ftridly prohibited the people from 
fiipplying the army , trie navy , or the tranfport 
fliips , with any kind of provifions. The more 
effectually to mark their contempt for the British 
government , they erefted a poft-office , at the 
head of which they placed Dr. Franklin, who had 
been diigracefully removed from that poft in Eng- 
land; and upon general Gage's publishing a pro- 
clamation , offering a pardon to all fuch as fliould 
lay down their arms and return to their duty, 
but expe&ing from it Meff. Hancock and Adams, 
they immediately chofe Mr. Hancock prefident of 
the congrefs. 

As matters had now been carried too for to ad- 
r A. D itt< m^ofany immediate reconciliation, it 
775' was generally imagined that each party 
would watch an opportunity of ftriking fome 
blow , that might give it a decifive advantage over 
the other.. Nor was it long before it appeared 
that-this apprehenfion was but too well founded. 
There is an eminence , called Bunkers-hill , upon 
a narrow neck of land or ifthmus , in tjie neigh- 
bourhood of Bofton. Upon this hill the provin- 
cials threw up, in one of the fhort nights of June, 
a ftrong redoubt , confiderable entrenchments , and 
a breaft-work almoft cannonproof. In order to 
diflodge them from this poft, which might have 
given great annoyance, as well to the town as 
to the flipping in the harbour, a detachment of 
<bmewhat more than two thoufand men ^vas fent 
but under the command of the generals Hove 
and Pigot. The attack was begun by a . heavy 
cannonade , not only from the aflailants , but 
from the fhips and floating batteries, and from the 



IN A SERIES OF LETTER! j** 

top of Cop's-hill in Bofton. This.fevere and in-* 
ceftant fire the' provincials are faid to have borne 
with a firmnefs and refolution that would have 
done honour even to the moft veteran troops. 
They did not return a foot, until the king'* 
forces had advanced almoft to the works , when 
they began , and kept up for fome time , fuch a 
dreadful und continued fire upon them , as threw 
our troops into confufion , and killed many of 
our braveft men and officers. The troops , how- 
ever, were inftamly rallied, and returning to the 
charge with fixed bayonets, and irrefiflible fury, 
they forced the works in every quarter , and 
compelled the provincials to abandon the poft » 
and withdraw to the continent. This advantage , 
however, was not gained but at a very great 
expence. Almoft one half of the detachment were 
either killed or wounded, the numbers of which 
together amounted to one thoufand and fifty** 
four. 

The number of officers that fell in this afiion ; 
compared to that of the private men, was greatly 
beyond the ufual proportion ; and this is faid to 
have been owing to the following circumftance. 
The Americans had trained , and employed on 
this occafion 5 a certain fet of foldiers , called 
markfmen or riflemen , who excelled all others in 
taking a fure and (ready aim. They had likewife 
furnifhed them with a new kind of mufkets, 
called rifle-barrelled guns , which not only carried 
the ball to a greater diftance, but fent it in a 
more ftrait and direct line than the common 
firelocks. Thus our officers were marked out , 
and difpatched- by thefe riflemen with almoft as 
fatal a certainty, as a bird is (hot by a fowler 
when perched upon a tree. ' 
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To understand their motive for this conduft it 
may be proper to obferve , that, during the whole 
conrfe of the war the Americans expreffed a par- 
ticular aniraofity to -the officers of the Britiih army 
beyond what they iliewed to the common men, 
and probably from an opinion , that the war was 
difapproved of by the great body of the Englifli 
nation, and was chiefly approved and fupported 
by the nobility and gentry , of which two claffes 
of people the officers of the army are in general 
compoied. They probably too had another end in 
view, and that was to entice the common men 
to defert from the army , and if not immediately 
to join the American forces , at lead to become 
fettlers in the country, and thereby add to its 
flrength and population; nor could any thing with- 
stand the flrong temptations that were thrown 
in their way for this purpofe but their fidelity 
to their king , and their attachment to their native 
foil. 

The fpirit difplayed by the New-Englandew on 
this occafion , no doubt encouraged the congrefs 
to proceed with greater alacrity in their military 
preparations. They had , fome time before , given 
orders for raifing and paying an army, andtliey 
now publifhed a declaration of the motives that 
compelled them to take up arms, and their de- 
termined refolution not to lay them down, till 
all their grievances were redrefled, that is, till the 
obnoxious afts of parliament were repealed. They 
likewifc appointed Mr. Wafhington , one of the 
delegates for Virginia , to be commander in chief 
of all the American forces. 

But to fliew , at the fame time , that they had no 
intention of feparating themfelves from, the mother 
country, they prefentedan addrefs to the inhabi-. 
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tants of Great Britain , another to the people of 
Ireland , and a petition to the king , in which they 
difclaim all thoughts of independence, and declare, 
that they wifh for nothing more ardently than a 
reconciliation with the parent ftate, upon, what 
they call juft and reafonable terms. And , in the 
opinion of many people , fuch terms might have 
been granted them at this time , as would at once 
have gratified their ambition , and would neither 
have hurt the honour nor the intereft of England. 
For this purpofe feveral plans were propofed by 
the minority ; but they were all of them rejected. 
Our minifters , indeed , (eem now to have beert 
poffefled with the romantic notion of conquering 
Arnerica by force of arms , which perhaps was at 
no time pra&icable .; or had it been , the keeping 
it in fubje&ion would have coft us more than all 
the advantage we could ever have derived from 
it. Perhaps , indeed 3 no country is worth the 
retaining that cannot be preserved otherwife than 
by a military force. So ftrong , however , wa^ 
the delufion , under which the miniftry then la- 
boured , that they were* incapable of having their 
eyes opened even by the very interefting intelli- 
gence they received from Mr. Penn , one of the 
mod wealthy and beft informed gentlemen in Ame- 
rica. He was a defcendant of the great Penn who , 
had founded the colony of Pennfylvania ; he was 
himfelf one of the chief proprietors of that pro- 
vince ; and he had brought over the laft petition 
to the king from the American congrefs. He was 
now examined in the houfe of lords , and the fum 
of his evidence tended to prove, that the colonies 
had not yet formed any clefign of erefting them- 
f elves into independent frates ; that on the con- 
trary * they were extremely defirous of compro* 
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'mifing all differences with the mother conn try 
upon equitable terms; but that, if their prefent 
application for this purpofe ( meaning the petition ) 
was rejected , there was great reafou to fear that 
they would enter into alliances with foreign powers; 
and that if once fuch alliances were made, it 
would K be no eafy matter to diffolve them. No 
regard , however , was paid to his information ; 
and as- to the petition itfelf , he was told by the 
miniftry , that no anfwer would" be returned to 
it. 

It is eafy to imagine what an impreffion fuch a 
haughty and contemptuous treatment muft make 
upon the minds of the Americans; elated, as they 
were , with the honour they had acquired by their 
gallant behaviour in the battle of Bunker s-hiU , 
and now perhaps for the firft tithe , beginning' to 
feel their ftfength as a people. The fact is, that 
during the whole of this unhappy quarrel, our 
jninUters feem to haye entertained too mean an 
opinion of the fpirit , as well as of the resources 
of the Americans. This, it* is thought, was the 
critical moment for putting an end to all diffe- 
rences with the colonies , without proceeding to 
further hostilities ; but this moment being once 
loit could never be recovered. 

The Americans were not fatisfied wi:h acting 
merely on the defenfive , _or within the Knurs of 
the affociated provinces. A party of New -Eng- 
land and New York militia made an incurfion into 
Canada under the.generals Montgomery and Arnold. 
They reduced the forts of Chamblee and St. John, 
and even the town of Montreal. They a&ually 
attempted to take the city of Quebec by ftorro ; 
but Montgomery being killed , and Arnold wounded 
in the attault, they were obliged to defift from 
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the enterprife ; and a large body qf troops arriving 
toon after from England , they were finally com* 
pelled to evacuate the province. 

The army, however, in Bo Aon was now re- 
-duced to a moft miferable condition. General Howe, 
who had fucceeded general Gage in the command 
"of it , though an officer of foirit , and of great 
military £kiil , and even fruitful in refources and 
expedients , found himfelf totally^ unequal to the 
difficulties v of his foliation. He was effe&ually cut 
off from all communication with the continent of 
America , from which he could not exped the 
lead fupply of provifions. The ftorelhips from 
England not only arrived {lowly; but feveral of 
them were even intercepted by the enemy. In a 
word , the army as well as the inhabitants of Bofton 
were in the moil imminent danger of perifhing of 
hunger. To add to their diftrete, the Americans 
had e reded fome ftrong batteries upon the adja- 
cent hills, from whence in the fpringthey began 
to play upon the town with incredible at*'**' 
fury ; and now affailed at once by the * m u% x 77°- 
horrors of war and of famine , neither of which 
it was in their power to repel , they found it in- 
difpenfably neceffary to evacuate the place. The 
army accordingly , and fuch of the inhabitants as 
chofe to follow its fortunes , being put on board 
fome tranfports , tfrey fet fail from Bofton , and , 
after a quick paffage , arrived fafely at Halifax iri 
Nova Scotia. General Howe had no fooner quitted 
the town than general Wafhington took pofleffion 
of it, and being affifted by fome foreign engineers » 
he foon fortified it in fuch a mariner as, to render 
it almoft impregnable. 

About the fame time an expedition was under* 
token againft Charles-Town , the capital of South* 



So8 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND; 

Carolina , which fhewed us to be as little acquainted 
with creeks and harbours on the coaft of America, 
as we foon after appeared to be with the ulterior 
geography of the country. The fleet was com- 
manded by Sir Peter Parker; the land-forces, by 
General Clinton. The troops were difembarked 
upon a place called Long ifland , feparated from 
another named Sullivan's ifland , only by a (trait, 
which was fa id to be no more than eighteen 
inches deep at low water. Upon this vague report 
our commanders planned the expedition; and the 
fuccefs was fuch as might have been expeQed. 
The enemy had erecled fome . firong batteries 
upon Sullivan's ifland, in order to obftrud the 
paffage of the fliips up to the town. This poft 
the admiral attacked with great gallantry ; but 
whea the troops attempted to pafs from the one 
ifland to the other in order to fecond his efforts, 
they found the flrait in/lead of eighteen inches, 
to be no lefs than feven feet deep. The confe- 
quence was , that the admiral , after continuing 
the aftion. for the fpace of ten hours ; and after 
having loft fome of his braveft men- and officers, 
and even a fliip of war , which he was obliged to 
burn to prevent her falling into the hands of the 
enemy, was at laft forced to give up the enter- 
prife^as altogether impracticable. 

The news of this mifcarriage , and of the mif- 
- take that gave rife to it, were received in Eng* 
land with the moft perfeft indifference. The 63 
is, that our minifters', and indeed a great part of 
, the people , feem at this time to have fallen into 
a-ftate of the moft unaccountable liftleflhefs and 
inattention to the national honour and the national 
intereft. The people at large appear to have been 
pi opinion , that as no great hpnour could be dc- 
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rived from fuccefs in this war , fo no great difgrace 
could be incurred by a failure in it; and lofles 
and difappointments , which , had we been engaged 
in hoftilities with a foreign enemy , would have 
fired the nation with refentnient , and called down 
die utmoft weight of public vengeance upon. the 
authors of them , were now pafled over as com*, 
mon and trivial occurrences. 

The Americans now began to think , that matters 
had been carried to too great an extremity be- 
tween them and the mother country, ever to ad- 
mit of tiny fincere or lafting reconciliation. They 
likewife reflected, that while they continued to 
acknowledge themfelves fubjects of the Eritifli 
empire th£y were naturally regarded by the reft 
of the world as rebels fighting againft their lawful 
fovereign; and that this might prevent foreign 
Gates from entering into any public treaty or al- 
liance with them. Moved , therefore , by tbefe 
considerations , they publifhed , about this time , 
their famous declaration of independence, by which 
they difclaimed all allegiance to the crown of Great 
Britain , and erefted themfelves into free and fove* 
reign dates. 

General Howe did not remain long inactive at 
Halifax. Setting fail from that place he arrived 
off New York ; and being there joined by his 
brother, lord Howe, with a large fleet and con- 
fiderable reinforcements , he drove the enemy 9 
firft from Long ifland , then from the city of New 
« York ; and he compelled them to abandon Kingf- 
bridge at the extremity of New York ifland, 
where they had thrown up fome very, ftrong 
works. He even purfued them to a place called 
White Plains , where he had a flight fkirmifli with 
them-, but not being able to bring them to » 
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general engagement , he returned to New York i 
where he • fixed his head-quarters x j 

The affairs of the congrefs were reported at this 1 
time to be in a very desperate fituation. As their j 
troops had been enlifted only for a certain term, ? 
which was now expired , their army is feid to have m 
dwindled down from twenty-five thoufand to three Wer 
thoufand men. Two ftrokes , however, which ge- teai 
neral Wafhington foon after (truck, and which fc»e 
contributed equally to raife the fpirits of his own » re 
men , and to damp thofe of the Britifh troops , i a ir 
feem to correspond very ill with this- opinion. On *ed 
the , night of Chriftmas-day he filently croffed 2ey 
the Delaware , and attacking a body ot Heflians ic* 
that were quartered at Trenton , he made nine $% 
hundred and eighteen of them prifoners , whom ,fc$ 
he fairly carried off. In a few days after , he" croffed * t 
the river a fecond time, and falling upon a body %y 
of Britifh troops under the command of colonel ^ 
Mawhood , he either killed or captured the greateft ju& { 
part of them. Thefe fucceffes % indeed , might be ^ 
as much owing to his intimate acquaintance with 
the nature of the country , as' to any fuperfority 
of force he poffeffed. But the advantage , which 
this knowledge of the country gave him , feems 
to be a circumftance that never entered into the 
heads of our minifters or commanders , and to 'or 
counteraft which it does not appear that they ever iten 
took the leaft care, or ever made the flightefl pro- He 
•yifion. 

hi. 
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Trance and Spain had hitherto profeffed to 
obferve the moft exaft neutrality with regard to 
Great Britain and her American colonies. A flep, 
however, which they now took, was fufficient 
to render their fincerity fufpelted. They opened 
their ports to the American privateers , and buf- 
fered them publickly to difpofe of the rich prizes 
they bad taken from the Britifh merchants. They 
likewife fupplied the Americans privately with ar- 
tillery and other military ftores ; and iuch num- 
bers of French officers and engineers went over 
to the weftern world , and joined the American 
army , as added greatly to the /kill , and confe- 
quently to the ftrength of the enemy. At the 
lame time, both thefe powers continued to increafe 
their marine with fuch unwearied diligence j that 
it was plainly forefeen , and even foretold by evety 
perfon of common fenfe, that they would foon 
throw off the mafk they had hitherto worn , and 
openly declare in favour of the Americans. But 
thefe predictions were difregarded by the mini/try, 
,or rather were treated with the moft fupreme con- 
tempt : they affe&ed to laugh at them as the vi- 
fionary conceits of wrong-headed politicians. 

We have already obferved , that on his majefty's 
acceflion , 800,000 1. a year had been fettled upon 
him for his civil lift. But this fum had hitherto, 
been found uneaual to the expences of the civil 
government. Above half a million of money , 
therefore , was now granted for defraying the ar- 
rears of the civil lift , and an addition of 190,000 U 
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a year was made to this branch of the revenue; 
fo that his majefty has at prefent 900,000 1. a year 
for fupporting the charges of his civil government. 
What opinion even fome of the minifters them- 
felves had of this meafure , may be eaftly learned 
from the fpeech, which Sir' Fletcher Norton , 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons , made tojthe king , 
when he prefented to him the bill for this pur- 
pofe. He told him, that his faithful commons had 
given him this mark of their affe&ion , at a time 
when their conftituents were labouring under bur- 
dens almoft too heavy to be borne.— "Iney have , » 
continued he, « not only granted to your Majefty 
a large prefent fupply , but alfo a very great ad- 
ditional revenue ; great beyond example ; great 
beyond your majefty Y higheft expence.— But all 
this, Sir , they have done in- a well grounded con- 
fidence , that you will apply wifely , what they 
have granted liberally." Whether even the im- 
menfe fum of 900,000 1. a year be equal to the 
expences of the civil lift, is beft known to the 
tradefmen and the inferior fervants* of the crown. 
As to the fuperior fervants , through whofe hands 
the money paffes , it is to be fuppofed they have 
too great a regard for the honour of their fovereien 
ever to fufFer him to run very deep in arrears *to 
them. 

In the month of June general Howe opened the 
rj D campaign in the provinceof New York, 

• • 777' an d again exerted his utmoft endea- 
vours to bring the enemy to a decifive action ; 
but this , as formerly , was avoided by general 
Wafhihgton with fo much ability and fucceTs , as 
foon procured that gentleman the appellation, which 
he feems indeed 10 have juftly deferved , of the 
American Fabius. General Howe , finding it in>- 

pofliblc 
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pofSble either to provoke or entice the enemy to 
a pitched battle in the northern colonies , refolved 
to try his fortune in the more fouthern provinces* 
* Accordingly , embarking his army on board of 
about two hundred tranfports 9 he fet fail for Phi- 
ladelphia; but when he arrived at the mouth of 
the Delaware , which leads dire&ly to that city * 
he found the channel of the river filled with fuch 
a quantity of chevaux de frize , as rendered it ab- 
fblutely impaflable. He therefore landed his troops 
at Elk Ferry in Maryland; and on his march from 
this laft place, he met general Wafhington on the 
banks of the Brandy wine river. Wafhington, being 
extremely defirous of protecting Philadelphia, refolv- • 
ed , contrary to his ufual maxim , to hazard a battle. • 
The two armies , in con fequence, immediately came 
to an engagement , and after a fevere and bloody 
conflict , which continued through the whole day , 
the enemy were at laft obliged to yield to the 
fuperior difcipline 0/ the Engmh troops. By this 
jneins the king's forces were enabled to continue 
rfietr march to Philadelphia , of which' they took 
poffeflion, though the greateft part of them were 
encamped at a village called German Town, about 
fix miles from the city. 

General Wafhington , though worfied in the battle 
of the Brandywine , was neither fo much weakened 
xior difpirited by that event, as to prevent his 
xindertaking , in a fhort time after, a very bold 
enterprife , which was as little expefted by his friends 
as his enemies. He had taken port at a place called 
Skippach Creek, about fixteen miles from Ger- 
man Town , where he received aconfiderable rein- 
forcement. From this place on the third of Oc- 
tober he "fet out filently by night, and arriving at 
German Town about three in the morning, he 

Vol. II, O 



5i4 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
fell upon the king's forces with fuch imperuoftty ; 
as to throw them into confu&on; but thefe la /I 
being foon rallied, and brought |o the charge, the 
enemy, in their turn., were obliged to retreat i 
though this they did with foch good order a$ to 
carry off their cannon with them. The lofs of the 
royal army in this aflion amounted .to above five 
hundred men ; that of thQ enemy was probably 
more considerable. 

General Howe fuftained a dill greater lofs in 
clearing the banks of the river o£ thofe forts which 
the enemy had ere&cd upon them, and "which 
prevented the approach of the fhips to the town 
with the neceffary Mores and provisions, A ftrong 
.body of Heffians, which he fenr out upon this 
fervice , were almoft all of them either killed or 
wounded , and were obliged tp rpfinquifh the en- 
terprife. But as there was an indi/peniabte necef- 
£ty for deAroyirtg thefe fott$ k without which it 
would be impofiible to fubfiftthe army in Phila- 
delphia daring the. winter » .fome ftiips of war 
were warped up the .rivfcr » which foon (ilenced 
the badxertes^ and preparation being made for 
itormifig the forts on the land-fide » the enemy 
at laft thought proper to abandoa them. The che- 
vaux dd frifce^4t>wever , .ftill continued in die 
bed of, the river, and prevented the pafiage of 
any fhfps of war, or indeed of any fhips of 
heavy burden. 

The king's forces were not fo fuccefsful in the 
northern as they had been in the more fouthem 
provinces* Geo. Bnrgoyne , who commanded an 
army in Canada-, of about ten thoufand men, 
including' fome Indians , refolved with this body 
to make an inrpreffion upon the province of New- 
England. Hecrefied. the lakes George and Cham 
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'plain without oppofition* He even redvtcfid the 
fort of Ticonderago. But, upon his arrival at 
Saratoga , he was roddenly fur* ounded and attacked 
by a faperior body of New-Englaoders under the 
generals Gates and Arnold , and after fighting them 
two. different times with great bravery, tho' with 
great lofe , Iris camp was at laft ilormed, and he 
and his men were obliged to fubmit to a capitu- 
lation , importing, that they fhouid lay down their 
arms , and be condu&ed to Boflon , from wjience 
they fhouid be allowed to embark for Great Bri- 
tain , upon condition of their not ferving again in 
America during the prefem wan 

A little before this an extraordinary revolution 
happened in the Eaft-Indies. Lord Pigot, governor 
of Madrafs , was , merely for executing the orders 
of the dire&ors , feized and imprifoned by the leading 
members of the council; and even his life was at 
firft thought to be in danger from the violence 
of his enemies. His own feelings , however, in a 
little time, completed what' his adversaries. had 
either the prudence or the humanity to forbear* 
His high rpirit could not brook the indignity that 
had been offered him •; he foon after fickened and 
died \ and his death was the more fincerely lament 
ted, as, without making invidious companions, it 
maybe fafely affirmed, that his lordfhipwas a man 
of the moft amiable character of any that ever 
made a fortune in the Eaft. ' 

Civil wars are always attended with a fpirit of 
cnthufiafm, which frequently carries men to the 
commiflion of crimes , the bare thoughts of which , 
in their cooler moments, would fill them with 
horror. It was no doubt under . the influence of 
this fpirit, that one James Aitken, commonly known 
by the name of John the Painter, fet fire tp tho 
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rope-houfe at Portfmouth , and to a ftreet called 
Quay- lane in Briftol. He is even faid to have 
formed a plan for burning all the principal trading 
towns in the ifland , together with their docks and 
Shipping. But before he could carryany more 
of his hellifh defigns into execution, he was 
feized , tried , condemned , executed , and hung 
inchains. 

What had long been forefeen by almoft every 
AD 8 f en *ikte an ^ unprejudiced man in the 
• • l 77°* kingdom, and repeatedly foretold by 
the oppofnion in parliament, now came to pafs. 
The French threw off the maflt they had hitherto 
worn', and openly declared in favour of the Ame- 
ricans , whom they acknowledged as fovereign and 
independent ftates. 

General Clinton , who had fucceeded general 
Howe in the command of the army , now eva- 
cuated Philadelphia , and retreated to New York , 
in his march to. which he was attacked by general 
Washington ; but no great lofs was fuftained on 
either fide. In this a&ion , indeed , general Lee 
was accufed of not having a&ed with his ufual 
alacrity in attacking the Brfriih troops , and being 
found. guilty, was fufpencfed for a year. It may 
be .worthy of notice, that- this gentleman had for- 
merly ferved in the Britifh army , which he had 
quitted in difguft , and had ever fince efpoufed the 
caufe of the Americans, whofe intereft he had pro- 
moted with equal zeal ^nd activity. He had parti- 
cularly diftinguiflied himfelf in the defence ot Sul- 
livan's ifland. Some little time before this, he had 
been taken prifoner by a flying party of the Eng- 
lifh, army, and was threatened with being tried 
and punifhed as a deferter* But the congrefs de- 
clared, that if any violence was offered to -his per- 
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fon, they would hnmediately retaliate upon fuch 
Britifli officers as were in their power. And to ' 
compenfate for his capture, general Prefcot, a 
Britifh officer > was foon after taken prifoner by 
a fmall party of the Americans ; fo that thefe two 
gentlemen were very foon exchanged. 
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X HOUGH war had not been formally declared 
between Great Britain and France , yet there coukl 
be no doubt but that t^efe rival nations were 
in a ftate of aftual hoftility . Fleets were accordingly 
fitted out on both -fides. D'Orvilhers commanded 1 
the French fquadron ; admiral Keppel conduced 
the Englifh. The fleets met on the twenty-feventh 
of July , when a running fight took place , but 
no decifive aftion. Admiral Keppel was after- 
wards accufed of not having done his duty , by 
admiral Pallifer , the fecond in command. He was 
therefore tried , but was honourably acquitted. 
Pallifer himfelf was likewife tried for difobedience 
of orders, and was partly acquitted and partly 
condemned. 

In the courfe of this year died the celebrated 
earl of Chatham , one of the greateft orators , as 
well as one of the ableft and moft fuccesful mi- 
nifters that this country ever produced. As fome 
mark of naVional gratitude for the many eminent 
fervices he had performed to his country , the fum 
of twenty thoufand pounds was now granted by 
parliament for difcharging his debts ; an annuity 
of four thoufand was fettled upon his fon and 
ftcceffor , and upon all the heirs of his body that 

O3 



ji8 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND; 

fliall inherit the earldom of Chatham ; his remains 
were interred with great funeral pomp in Weft- 
rninfter-abbey ; and a monument was ordered to 
be erefted to his memory at the public expence. 

This year a bold adventurer, of the name of Paul 
Jones, kept all the weftern coaft of the ifland in. 
alarm. He landed at Whitehaven , where he burned 
a fhip in the harbour , and even attempted to burn 
the town. He afterwards landed in Scotland, and 
plundered the houfe of the earl of Selkirk. He fome 
m D time after fought a bloody battle with 

• • *779- captain Pearfon of the Serapis , whom 
he compelled to fubmit ; and fo {battered, was his 
own fhip in the engagement , that he had no 
fooner quitted her , in order to take pofleflion 
of his prize , than fhe went to the bottom. Cap- 
tain Farmer , too , of the Quebec , fought a no 
lefs defperate battle with a French fhip of greatly 
fuperior force. He Continued the engagement with 
unremitted fury, till his own fhip, accidentally, 
taking fire , was blown into the air together with 
himfelf and moil of his crew* 

The chief fcene of adions between the Englifh 
and French fleets was the Weft-Indies , where we 
reduced 'St, Lucia* But this advantage was more 
than counterbalanced by the lofs of Dominica , St. 
Vincent's and Granada, which the enemy took 
from us. Nothing of importance happened this 
year in America , except the redu&ion of Georgia 
by commodore Parker and colonel Campbell; and 
an attempt, which the French admiral d'Eftaing; 
and the American general Lincoln , made to recover 
it; .but in which they were bravely repulfed by 
major-general Prevoft. As to general Wafhington, 
ho full kept upon the deftnfivc; nor could Sir 
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"Henry Clinton, with all his military fkill and ad" 
drefs 3 bring hint to a pitched battle. - 

A frefh attempt was made this year, to compro- 
mise all differences with the American colonies in 
an amicable manner; and for this purpofe three 
commiflioners were fent out to that part of the 
world; tie, the earl of Carlifle, Mr. Eden ,£nd 
governor Johnftone : but it was plain to every 
man of common fenfe , that , after the fword had 
been ufed fo long , it was in vain to think of 
fettling the difpnte with a few ftrokes of the pen. 
This negotiation , however , we chiefly mention 
for the lake of a noble and high-fpirited anfwer , 
that was given by Mr. Reed , ah American gene- 
ral , to one of the commiflioners , who had offered 
him the fum of ten thoufand pounds 5 and any 
office in his majefty's gift in the colonies , pro- 
vided he would ufe his influence in bringing about 
an accomodation. This oner Mr. Reed confi- 
dered as an attempt to bribe him; and he there- 
fore replied— u I am not worth purchafing; but 
ftich as 1 am, the king of Great Britain is not 
rich enough to do it. » Times of civil war and 
commotion, as they fometimes give rife to the 
moft {hocking vices , produce likewife , upon par- 
ticular occafions , the moft exalted virtues , the 
pureft patriotifm , the greater! elevation of mind , 
and the moft fteady and incorruptible principles. 
It has been laid down as a maxim by fome wily 
and worthlefs politicians , who judge of all man- 
kind by themfelves , that every man has his price; 
but here is a man that plainly appears to be above 
all price. 

The king of Spain now followed the example 
of the French monarch in acknowledging the in- 
dependence of the American colonies ; and the 

O 4 
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fleets of thefe two great powers being joined to' 
gether 3 rendered them more than a match for that; 
of Great Britain. This fummer the militia was, 
drawn out , and encamped in different parts of 
the kingdom, which had, at leaft, this good effefl, 
that it helped to relieve the languor of that un- 
happy race of mortals , upon wnofe hands their 
time hangs heavy , and who do not know how 
to pafs the fummer months , when deprived of 
that everlafting round of diverfions and amufe- 
ments, whkh they enjoy in the capital during the 
winter. 

The civil tranfadions of next year confifted chie- 
'A D 80 ^ * n *° me attempts that were made 

• • *7 5 • j n parliament for reducing the public 
expences. By a plan of Mr, Burke's the board of 
trade, and fome other ufelefs and fuperfluous offices 
were abolished. And by a bill introduced by the 
minifter himfelf , commifConers were appointed to 
enquire into the public accounts; and the difco- 
veries they made in the courfe of their examina- 
tion threw great light upon the collection , as well 
as the expenditure , 01 feveral branches of the 
revenue. 

This year a man ftarted up from the depth of 
obfcurity , in which he had for fome time been 
buried by debts and difficulties , we do not" fay 
to retrieve the honour of the Britifh flag , for that 
had never been tarniflied; but certainly to carry 
it to a higher pitch than it had lately attained. 
The man we mean is admiral Rodney, who be- 
ing intruded with the command of fquadron , fee 
fail for Gibraltar , and in his way thither , firft 
took a rich convoy of Spanifh merchantmen ; af- 
terwards defeated a fleet of Spanifh men of war , 
taking the admiral Don Langara's fhip , and three 
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other fhtps of the line ; a few months after he 
fought a moft obftinate battle with a fuperior 
French fleet under the count de Guichert in the 
Weft-Indies ; and , to mention all his gallant ac- 
tions at once in 1782 , he obtained a moft glorious 
victory in the neighbourhood of Jamaica , over ano- 
ther French fleet commanded by the count de 
Graffe , taking the admiral's own fhip > the Viile 
de Paris of 110 guns, and feveral others. For 
thefe heroic atchievements he was raifed to the 
peerage , which he feems , indeed , to have juftiy 
deferved. 

The principal events that happened in America 
this year were the reduction of Charles -Town , 
South -Carolina, by Sir, Henry Clinton and ad- 
miral Arbutbnot ; the defeat of general Gates by 
lord Cornwallis; the execution of major Andr£e> 
adjutant - general to the Britifh forces, who was 
taken in difguife within the American lines, and 
condemned as a fpy ; and the defertion of general 
Arnold from the American caufe , and his joining 
the Britifh army. 

Our more immediate domeftic occurrences were 
of a moft fh6cking and difgraceful nature. In con- 
fequence of fome indulgences now granted by the 
parliament to Roman Catholics, a riotous and li- 
centious mob aflembled in St. Georges- fields , in 
order to petition the two houfes againft thefe 
marks of lenity ; foon after which they, proceeded 
to commit the moft terrible devaluations. They 
deftroyed all the Romifh chapels in and about 
town; they burned- the prifons of Newgate, the 
Fleet, and KingVBench, together with the houfes 
of many private perfons; and they were even 
going to make an attack upon the Bank , when 
they were happily oppofed by a body of citizens* 
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who had learned the military difcipline , and called 

themfelves the London Auociation , as well as by 

the regular troops who were now called in'; and 

thefe two together foon fuppreffed the riot, tho* 

not till they had killed , or mortally wounded about 

two hundred and twenty of the ring-leaders. Lord 

George Gordon was afterwards tried for having 

collected this affembly; but as it appeared that 

he was aftuated merely by religidus prejudices , 

and had never encouraged the mob to commit, 

nor even expe&ed they would commit , any out* 

rage , he was acquitted. 

The events of 1781 , were neither numerous nor 

j rk o important; yet fome things happened 
Ji.u. 175 1. in moft quarters of the „ lobe that 

are worthy of notice. As if we had not had a fuffi- 
cient number of enemies upon our hands already , 
we now thought proper to encreafe the lift by 
engaging in a war , perhaps rather rashly and 
even unneceffarily , with the Dutch. In the Weft s 
Indies we took from them the ifland of St. Euftn- 
tius ; but it was foon after retaken by the French. 
A defperate engagement happened off the Dogger- 
bank between a fmall fquadron of English ships 
under admiral Hyde Parker , and a like fquadron 
of Dutch ships under admiral Zoutman. The ac- 
tion was maintained for three hours and forty 
minutes with equal gallantry on both fides, and 
at laft ended in a drawn battle. 

In America, fome petty fkirmishes happened 
by land , and fome trifling encounters by lea , in 
fome of which we failed , and in others' Succeeded.. 
But at laft earl Cornwallis , our fecond in command , 
got himfeif into a fituation in Virginia , from 
which no military ikill or generalship could poifi- 
bly deliver him; and he was therefore obliged to 
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fiirrender himfelf and his whole army prifoners of 
war to the united armies of America and France. 
under the command of general Washington* This 
i was the fecond British army that had been cap- 
tured in America 9 and might have fcrved to con- 
vince our minulers, if any thing could have con- 
vinced them, of the extreme difficulty , if not the 
utter impoffibility , of carrying on a fuccefsful war 
in fo remote and extenfive a continent , where the 
enemy , as natives , were fo much better acquaint* 
ed with the face of the country, and confequently 
pofTeffed fuch infinite advantages over us. 

In the Eaft-lndies we had lomewhat better for- 
tune. Hyder Aly indeed and the Marattas had 
joined their arms againft us , ' defeated colonel 
Baillie , and obliged Sir Hedor Monro to retreat ; 
but Sir Eyre Coote arriving, and taking upon him 
the command of the army, foon obtained a com- 
plete vifiory over the enemy. 

Though the capture of lord Cornwallis did not 
put an adual , yet it may be faid to * j o 
have put a fc virtual end to the war ' # * 7 2# 
in America. All hopes of conquering it were from 
that moment abandoned as vain and chimerical; 
and every military operation ,. that was afterwards 
carried on , was not io much with a view of fub- 
jugating the -colonies , as to maintain the honour 
of the British arms. The objedt of the war , there- 
fore , being now fairly given up as altogether 
unattainable , the minds of men in general were fee 
upon a peace ; but as peace could not be decently 
concluded by that miniftry, which had fo long 
and fo obftinately carried on the war, there was 
an abfolute neceffity for a new miniflry. The old 
miniftry , therefore was difmuTed , and a new ono- 
appointed in its room. The marquis of Rocking* 
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ham was made firft lord of the treafury ; lord 
John Cavendish , chancellor of the exchequer ; 
Mr. Fox and lord Shelburne , fecretarics of ftate ; 
the duke of Richmond , mailer - general of the 
ordinance ; and general Conway , commander in 
chief of the army. In a word, there was hardly 
a fingle member of the late miniftry that retained 
his place in the prefent , except tne chancellor , 
lord Thurlow; and he is faid to have had a capital 
hand in bringing about the change. | 

We had almoft forgot to mention, that ever 
fince the commencement of hoftilities with Spain , 
the fortrefs of Gibraltar had been clofely inverted ! 
by the troops of that nation ; but all their attempts 
were, rendered ineflfeftual by the admirable flail I 
and gallantry of the governor ^ general Elliot. He 
commonly iuffered the enemy to finish their works 
before he attacked them ; and then , in the fpace 
of a few hours, he either fet them on fire, or 
levelled them with the ground. In their laft at- 
tempt upon the place, they attacked it with a 
number of gun-boats , that are faid to have been 
bomb-proof; but thefe he likewife contrived to 
fet on fire by firing red-hot balls into them. The 
Spaniards , however , though they failed in this 
attempt , Succeeded in two others. They took from 
ns the ifland of Minorca, and the province of Weft 
Florida. 

The miniftry were proceeding diligently with 
the work of peace, negotiations for which were 
opened at Paris , when they fuddenly , and un- 
happily for the nation , fell in pieces by the death 
of their leader the marquis ot Rockingham. He 
was fucceeded by the earl of Shelburne ; and this 
gave fo much dtfguft to fome of the principal 
members of adminiftration , that Mr, Fox , lord 
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John Cavendifh, Mr. Burke ( paymafter of the 
forces ) and feveral other gentlemen refigned their 
places. The new miniftry , however ( for fuch 
it may he called ) , were as zealous for a peace as 
the old one ; and they accordingly proceeded to 
fettle the terms of it in the beft manner they 
could : but before they could complete the work 
of a general pacification, they were obliged to • 
give way to the fuperior parliamentary intereft of 
Mr. Fox and lord North, who formed m « ^ 
the famous coalition, and though for- # * x 7 3* 
merly fo different in their political fentiments , 
now came into power as friends and co-adjutors. 
Thus Mr. Fox had the fatisfa&ion of finifhing the 
peace which he had begun under the marquis of 
Rockingham ; and lord North had the mortification 
of being compelled to acknowledge the indepen- 
dence of thofe colonies which he had long flattered 
Ihimfelf, his fovereigfi , and the nation, with the 
hopes of being able to conquer. 

The peace being concluded ,. the next object 
that engaged the attention of the miniftry , was 
i the flate of ours affairs in the Eaft-Indies. Whe- 
ther Mr. Fox's bill ( as it is uftialiy called ) for 
regulating thefe affairs was not rather too violent, 
we will not take upon us to determine. But furely , 
if ever there was a wound ,in the body politic 
that required the probing knife of a bold flate- 
furgeon, it is the management of ,pur affairs in 
the Eaft-Indies , which has long exhibited fcenes 
of cruelty , rapacity and oppremon , that perhaps 
are unequalled in the annals of mankind. This 
bill , however , excited fuch a ferment in the na- 
tion , as when aided by the arts and outcries of 
the numerous friends and dependents of the Eaft 
India Company, effectually ferved to overthrow; 
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*che miniftry; and they, therefore, in their turn, 

j n Q were obliged to make room , not 
a. v. 1704. indeed for Ac return of lord Shel 

burne (for he did not chufe to appear), but, in 
all probability , for fuch as he thought proper to 
recommend. The parliament was dinolved , and 
writs were iflued for eleding a new one* 
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ERRATA. 

fOL. I. 

t 
I 

Page 4, line 19, for hook 9 ^read book. 
; — 49 — 2 — that whey, ra</ what they. 

— 64 — 34 — fupreffed , read fuppreffed. 

— 82 — 11 — xew, read new. 

! — 88 — 19 '.— no hard no matter , read no hard 

matter. 
I — 10a — 16 — defpotim, read defpotifm. 
I — 168 — 9 — ammounting, read amounting* 

— 239 — 16 — fitting, read fetting* 

— 241 — lj — Luther as openly, read Luther 

openly. 
I — 26a — 4 — Edward IV, read Edward VI. 1 
' — 281 — 1 — that is was , read that it was. 

' Vol. II. 

I) 
, Page -24, line 20, for requeft , read requefts. 
1 — 270 . — 9 — fought , read fought. 

— 297 — 17 — • deprived in , read deprived of. 

I — 298 -— 20 — to Eaft-Indies , read to the Eaft- 
J Indies. 

— 302 — 13 —. expe&ing,rw J excepting. 
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